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PREFACE. 


The extraordinary difcovcries of the ever-memorable circum- 
navigator Cook infpired all Europe with an enthufiaftic defire of 
being acquainted with the parts of the globe ftill remaining un- 
known. Ruflia, though more interefted in thefe events than any 
other Power, being engaged in different purfiiits, did not confider 
the diftant and barren regions belonging to her own Empire as 

of fufficient importance to juftify the expence and trouble of ex- 
% 

ploring them ; until the genius of the country was completely 
rouzed by the animating intelligence communicated in the “ Ac- 
count of the Ruffian Difcovcries between Afia and America, by 
the Reverend William Coxe,” which the late Catherine the 
Second commanded to be tranflated for her own perufal, al- 
though the original Papers were in the Archives of the Admiralty 
at St. Peterlburg *. 


* 1 am happy to finrl, that the aiitlior has colleAed very confidcrablc matctlals for arx 
enlarged edition of this work ; which it is hoped he will not long withhold from the 
public, as the book is out of print, and cannot be procured. 


*3 
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The Court of RulTia was aftoniflied at the dlfcoveries already 
made, by its own roving fubje£ts, of iflands, and of a continent, of 
which latter it had indeed an idea, but not the fmalleft notion of 
its extent or proximity to its own territories, and only fuppofed 
that it might be America. However, thefe voyagers did not 
afcertain the geographical fituations of places, nor explain the 
advantages that they offered to the country to which they 
belonged ; nor, in fliort, any thing more than their mere 
exiffence. 

The amazing extent of dominion acknowledging the fove- 
reignty of Ruffia, independent of her late acquifitions by con- 
queft, became now the fafhionable topic of converfation at 
Court. Mr. Coxe, being at St. Peterlburg, took advantage of 
the favourable moment to fuggeft an Expedition, to complete 
the geographical knowledge of the moft diftant poffeffions of 
that Empire, and of fuch northern parts of the oppofite conti- 
nent as Captain Cook could not poflibly afcertain. The learned 
Dr. Pallas, then in great favour, undertook to make the ne- 
ceffary reprefentations to Her Imperial Majefty, who, well pleafed 
with the hint, immediately approved of the plan drawn out by 
thefe two Gentlemen ; and Count Befborodko was, in confe- 
quence, ordered to prepare a Mandate for the Admiralty : this 
was in the autumn of the year 1784. Mr. Billings, who 
had juft received a Lieutenancy, faid, that he had been the 
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Aftronomer’s Affiftant in Captain Cook’s laft voyage ; and he 
was therefore thought a proper perfon to condud the en- 
terprife. 

Matters remained thus till the French Papers announced the 
departure of Count de la Peroufe, in July 1785, on a voyage of 
difeovery. Upon this, the undertaking was refumed with energy ; 
and on the 8th Auguft following, an Ukaze, or Mandate, figned 
by the Emprefs, was fent to the Admiralty ; on which were 
founded the Instructions to Captain Billings, given in 
the Appendix to this Volume, No. V. 

Every thing was procured that appeared likely to contribute to 
the fuccefs of the enterprife ; every imaginable encouragement 
was awarded to all the officers and men ; and orders were fent 
to the Governors, Commanders, &c. throughout the vaft ex- 
tent of Siberia, to give all poffiblc affiftance. 

Captain Billings had permiffion to fclcd his own officers, and 
to take fuch hands as he judged nccelTary. 

1 was pcrfonally acquainted with Do£lor Pallas and Mr. Bil- 
lings, both of whom requefted that 1 would accompany the Ex- 
pedition as Private Secretary and Tranllator; and, on receiving the 

a promife 
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promife of perthiiSon to publifh my remarks upon my return^ I 
agreed. 


On tlic loth March 1794 I returned to St. Peterfburg, in a 
very critical ftate of health, which continued impaired during the 
whole of the following fummer, and induced Dodtor Rogers 
(now in London), the Dodlor (Merck) and Surgeon Major (Ro- 
heck) of our Expedition, to form an opinion, tliat the feverity of 
a Ruffian winter might prove of bad confequences ; and they 
recommended my vifiting a milder climate for a ftiort time. In 
confequence of this profeffional opinion, I petitioned Captain 
Billings, conformably to the eftabliffied rules of the fervice j re- 
queuing him to reprefent my fituation to the Admiralty, and to 
procure me leave of abfence for about four months. This was 
on the ad of September 1 794 ; and on the 5th of the fame month, 
TOW ARD MIDNIGHT, I received a very unexpeSled and unfavourable 
ANSWER. It is not my intention, however, to enumerate hard- 
fhips, or make a merit of fufferings ; but to give the bell ac- 
count I can of fuch occurrences as immediately concern the 
Expedition, and as appear to me moft likely to intereft my 
Readers. 


In the mean time I embrace this opportunity of acknowledging 
my great obligations to the undermentioned Gentlemen, then 

inhabi- 
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inhabitants of St. Peterfburg, for the particular marks of friend* 
Ihip which; I received at their hands. 


William Porter, Efq. 

Mr. William Jones. 

Mr. Alexander Grant, 

Mr. Laurence Brown. 
Thomas Warre, Efq. 
William Wilfon, Efq. 
Alexander Shairp, Efq. 

John Booker, Efq* 

Dodor Simpfon. 

Dodor Guthrie. 

Mr. John Samuel Barnes. 

— John Venning. 

— William Glen Johnfton. 

— John Glen Johnfton. 

— Edward James Smith. 


Upon my arrival in London, however, I experienced no Ids 
generous treatment. M. Garthlhore, M.D. F. R.S. and A.S. has 
my fincere thanks for his protedion j as alfo the Reverend ■ 
William Coxe, and the Reverend London King Pitt. 


a a. 
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Thomas Harvey, Efq. who particularly alliiled me in Rullia, 
has ftill heaped obligations upon me here ; as have alfo Charles 
Grant, Efq. and Doctor Rogers. 

My warmeft acknowledgments are likewife due to James Gibfon, 
Samuel Stratton, and John Rowlatt, Efqrs. for their friendfliip and 
recom mendation. 

The many kindnefles received from Mr. ^¥illIam Lotherington, 
and Mr. Edmund Rodd, my fellow-traveller from Ruflia, will 
remain indelible in my remembrance. 

During my travels, I was frequently neceflitated to make notes 
on fmall pieces of paper ; thofe I have faithfully tranferibed j but 
in fome inftances I have been obliged to refer to memory ; which 
circumftance, added to the obliterated* ftate of feveral outlines 
traced with a black lead pencil, would have prevented my giving 
a chart of the two continents, had not Mr. Arrowfmith requefted 
to fee my remarks, w’hich he compared with former difeoveries 
in thefe parts ; and, obferving that the correfponding diftances 
(j[)articularly Shalauroff’s chart) agreed with Captain Billings’s 
aftronomical obfervations in the Icy Sea, as did alfo the fkctches 
of the natives, it plainly appeared to him, that he could venture 
to lay down the Shalatfkoi promontory, and the whole coaft be- 
tween the eaftern promontory of Alia and the Kovima with 

S tolerable 
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tolerable exaftnefs ; which proves the general fault in the Ruffian 
charts, where the coaft is carried confiderably too far north. 
The fituation of the iflands between the two continents, as laid 
down in the chart, may be pronounced juft ; but I feel rnyfclf 
infinitely obliged to Mr. Arrowfinith for the pains he has taken. 
I am equally fenfible of Mr. Alexander’s merit in the judicious 
arrangement of the drawings and coftumes, which has enabled me 
to prefent the Engravings, exaiSl in their refemblances, and exe- 
cuted in a manner highly pleafing to myfelf. While indulging 
miy own fenfations in paying the tribute of refpedt and gratitude 
to thofe who have befriended me, I ought not to overlook the 
kindnefs and liberality which I have experienced from my Pub- 
lifficrs ; but, as I am perfuaded that their behaviour to me is 
merely the ordinary courfc of their profeffional pradice, I ftxall 
reftrain my feelings, and avoid the riik of offending them by 
being more particular. 

Upon mature deliberation on the extent and tendency of this 
Work, I think it neceffary to call publicly on the Commander of 
the Expedition, and my brother officers, to corred any miftakes 
in my narrative or to elucidate fuch intricacies as may have 

* My narrative of ilie voyages is taken from the journal written for Cajnaiii Billings 
which 1 copied from the ^hip^s journal kept by the Mailer BatakolT and his mates. I am 
apprchcnfive, that fomc of the bearings arc not pcrfcAly corred ; and I ackiiowlcclgc tliat 
in many places 1 am not capable of faying whether the computed dillances are geographical 
or German miles ; both meafurcs having been ufed by the original joiinuiliils. 


ai’ifen 
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arifen from my want of knowledge in the different branches 
within the limits of their profefTional {Indies. My objeft has 
been to travel with my eyes open, and to relate what I have 
feen in the fimple language of truth. 


EXPLAKA- 



EXPLANATIONS 


OF 

Rujfian and other Foreign Words made ufe of in the following WorL 


Baidak ; a term ufed at OcKotflc, Kamtfliatka, &c. for boats, whether large or 
fmall. They arc pointed at both ends, and conftrufted as follows : A keel 
and three frames, the lower to form a flat-bottom, the fecond to fupport the 
thwarts, and the third to ferve for the gunnel ; light knees and ground timbers 
are laflied to the keel and the frames with whales’ fins : The raw hides of fea- 
anlmals are drawn over, to ferve inftcad of flicathing. They draw only a few' 
inches w'ater, carry a confiderable burthen, are excellent furf-boats, and very 
ufeful in coafting excurfions ; as four men can carry one of them which admits 
of twelve rowers ; at night they are turned keel upwards, and ferve inftead of 
tents. The fmaller are quite covered, leaving only one, two, or three openings 
for the rower. 

Bazar, or Rekok ; a market for vegetables, hard and wooden ware, &c. Any 
perfon is permitted in thefe places to hawk about old clothes, or whatever 
they may have for fale. 

Camlet, or Kamley ; a garment in fliapc like a carter’s frock, made of the 
inteftines of marine animals, of linen, nankeen, or leather. 

Gorodnitshik •, the mayor of a town. 

Cuba ; a bay. 

Kamen \ a barren mountain ; alfo a rock at fea. 

Krepost ; ill Ruflia, means a regular fort ; but in Siberia, Kamtfhatka, and the 
illands, it is ufed for any place walled in j and is a name frequently given to a 
place which was intended to have had a fortrefs ; as Petro Pavloffky Krepofl, 
or the fort of St. Peter and St. Paul. 

Laid, or Laidenoi Berec i a rocky fliore covered at high water. 

Mammonts’ Tusks are found about the Siberian rivers and the fliorcs of the Icy 
Sea, and fcattered all over the arftic flats. They 'are full as large as thofe of 
the elephant, much more curved, and pvrhaps equal in quality. It appears that 
the animal is extinef. 


Muys, 
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“Muts, or Mys •, a cape. 

Noss j a promontory. 

OsTRoc ; a fquarc inclofure of palifadoes, about eight feet high ; replete with 
holes to point mufkets through : it generally has four entrances, with a tower 
upon each. 

OsTKOv ; an illand. 

OzER, or OstR ; a Jak^ 

Y'ark ; a garment made like the camley, but only of the Ikiiis of animals with the 
hair on, or with thofc of birds witli the feathers. 

Peiu-dofshik ; a leader. 

PoLOC ; a low tent ufed in a larger to fleep and fit in ; alfo a thin covering over a 
bed to keep away flies and mofquitoes. 

Pood ; a RufTran weight of forty pounds, equal to thirty-fix pounds Engllfh. 

Pristan ; a landing-place for goods. 

Promyshlenik a hunter. 

OuAss ; a fermented liquor of plants, berries, roots, or meal, ufed as a drink. 

Reka ; a river. 

Retshka 5 a rivulet. 

{iAzsHEN •, a fathom of fix feet. 

Sheetiki, or Shitiki •, a large boat flieathcd with plank, which is faflened to the 
timbers wdth twilled oziers ; the intcrfticcs are {tiifled witli mofs, inflead of 
caulking ; and the fcams arc covered with laths of about two inches wide, to 
prevent the wafliing out of the mofs ; thefe are inclofed in the oziers. The 
name Implies as they are made without naik or pegs. 

Si ORODA ; a large village with a church. 

SopK Aj a peaked mountain. 

rmoN, or Toyon ; the Yakut name for chief, applied to the chiefs of all tlie lieathen, 
nations. 

l^sT, or Oust; the difcliarge of a river. 

1 1 i siiENJK ; a learner. 

Verst ;; a Rufliaii mile, 104I to a degree. 
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EXPEDITION, 
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CHAP. I. 

Departure from St, Peterjbur^,~^ccurrences m the waj to (hi dtp 

of Prkutjk, 

conrequence of a mandate figned by the late Emprefs of 
Ruilia, Catharine II. dire&ed to the College of Admiralty, and 
dated 8th Auguil 1785, appointing Captain-Lieutenant Jofeph 
Billings to the command of “ A Secret AHronomlcal and Geo- 
“ graphical Esqpedition ibr navigating the Frozen Sea, defcribing 
** its Coails, and aiicertaitting the Situation of the Iflands in the 
“ Seas between the two Continents of Afia and America, &c. * ” 
the Admiralty confirmed the officers chofen by the commander, 
and fupplied aftronomical and nautical inilruments, the ; , charts 
and journals of all former navigators from the year I7jl4t and 
every other article confidered as neceflary. 

Early 


* See the Intrbdu&ioa. 
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ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION 

Ejkrly in the month of September, Lieutenant SaretfliefT was 
difpatched diredl to Ochotfk, with our fliip-builder and his allill- 
ant, to feledl and fell proper trees for conftruAing two Ihips, ac- 
cording to a plan of Mr. Lamb Yeames, fliip-builder, in which 
he had confidered the befl: means of accommodating the officers 
and crew. The injundlions laid on Captain Billings to explore 
the rivers and the inland country of Siberia, prevented our going 
by fea from St. Peterlburg ; beddes, the fliips were to remain as 
♦'•“"ifport veflels, or armed cruifers, in thofe fcas. 

Lieutenant Saretfheff had orders to the Governor-General of Ir- 
kutlk and Kolivan, apprifing him of the purport of the expedition, 
and requiring his pofltive commands to the Governor of Ochotlk 
to fupply men and neceflhries to forward the bufmefs. 

The whole party was fent off in fmall detachments by the 
middle of Oftober ; on the 25th day of the fame month, 1785, 1 
departed from St. Peterflburg, with Captun Billings and our fur- 
geon, Mr. Robeck, at eight o’clock in the evening, in very rainy 
and windy weathCT ; which made the roads fo indifferent, that we 
did not reach Mofeo till the 5th of November at eight o’clock in 
the morning. I forbear to make any remarks reipeding the road, 
the villages, &c. as every circumftance is well deferibed by Mr. 
Coxe ; my intention is, to be more particular when I arrive at 
.places lefs known. 

In this city Lieutenant Hall, the fecond in command, was or- 
dered to wait the arrival of Captain Billings •, the other parties 
proceeded by Kazan to Irkutlk. 


We 
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We purchafed a great number of articles necelTarj for our tra- 
vels ; received medicines for the ufe of the expedition, from the 
Government General Repofitory of Drugs ; and forwarded our bag- 
gage to Kazan by Lieutenant Hall, who left Mofco the loth of De- 
cember; and on the 15th, at four o*clock in the afternoon, Captain 
Billings proceeded with our head furgeon, (Mr. Robeck,) Sturman 
BatakofF, and myfelf, attended by foldiers in carriages and on 
fledges. 

The road was barely covered with fnow ; and on the 18th we 
arrived at Paulova, contuning about 2500 houfes, fome few very 
elegantly built of brick, and five churches. This may be con- 
fldered as the Birmingham of Ruflia, And is, with all its inhabi- 
tants, the private property of Count Sheremetoff. The people 
are all manufadlurers of hardware and traders, have an immenfe 
number of well built veflels, and carry on a very extenfive trade 
in the Cafpian Sea. This (Slobbda) large village is (ituated on 
the river Oka, near its difchaige into the Volga. We here pur- 
chafed knives, fcilTars, buttons, &c. as prefents to the natives of 
fuch places as we might touch at in our voyage. 

At the diftance of 625 verfts from Mofco we entered an oak 
wood, chiefly of middle-flzed trees, near the Tfheremefe village 
of Scartog, travelled 75 verfts through it, and arrived on Monday 
the 22d of December, about eight in the evening, at Kazan, where 
we found our whole party in good health and fpirits. 

Kazan is a regular and well-built city on the river of the fame 
name, three verfts from its difcharge into the Volga, and fituated 
in latitude 55° 43', and longitude 49° 15' E. from Greenwich. 
The inhabitants, who are chiefly merchants, confift of Ruffians, 

B 2 Tartars, . 



4 ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION 

Tartars, and Armenians, and carry on a very eoniiderable 
trade. 

Numbers of noblemen refide here in the vicinity of their 
eftates ; and others, who find motives for retiring from the capital, 
alfo choofe this city for their place of refidence. We obferved 
that the greateft harmony reigned among them, with unbounded 
hofpitality, efpecially to us as travellers. It becomes us parti- 
cularly to acknowledge the great kindnefs that we experienced 
from the Prefident of the Admiralty and Diredor of the Dock 
Yard, Admiral Zfhemtfhuzihnikofi*, whofe hoilfe we made our 
head quarters and general rendezvous. This nobleman was in 
England about the year 1770, engaging tranfports for the Rufilan 
fleet under the command of Count OrloflP, and was very much 
attached to the Englifh. At his friendly manfion we ulhered in 
the year 1786, and in our company he made a point of drinking 
fhe health of the King of Great Britain, and fuccefs to his fleets. 
The recolledion of kindnefles that he received in England gave 
him enthufiallic pleafure, fomething, I believe, like what I feel at 
this inftant on recollecting the favours that I received from him. 
His table was always profufely covered, and his wines were of the 
bell flavour. 

On the 6th of January, after attending the ceremonies of the 
day (as deferibed by Mr. Coxe), we dined with the Governor. 
The ftrange mixture of his company I think worthy of notice. 
The bilhop of Kazan (a very learned divine, a great friend to the 
poor inhabitants, and the founder of a Ichool for their children), 
the Mahometan Chief Prieft, a German Lutheran Priell, with 
feveral natives of Ruflia, England, France, and Italy j and, 
though the good humour of the company was not increafed by 

Uie 
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clie luxury of the table, or the excellence of the wines, it did not 
fufier by any reflexions on our hoft’s want of generofity. 

All the neceflaries and fome of the luxuries of life are in great 
plenty in this city, and at a very moderate price. 

The command was difpatchcd from hence as follows : 
ift Party, 3tft December, 6 Kibitki fledges. 


2d — 

— 2d January, 

6 Do. 

3d — 

— 4th Do. 

6 Do. 

4th — 

— 7th Do. 

6 Do. 


with orders to make the bell of their way to Irkutflc» 

On the 9th of January Captain Billings reported to the Ad- 
miralty the ftate of his command, and requefted a frefli fupply of 
barometers, every one that we had with us being broken, owing 
to the bad ftate of the roads. One of our medicine chefts alfo 
broke through the ice in crofting the Volga, which fpoiled a great 
part of the contents ; and thefe, of courfe^ our furgeon required to 
be replaced and Cent to Irkutfk. 

On Saturday the loth we left Kazan: the roads were now 
good, and well covered with fnow. At the diftance of x8 verfts 
we entered a wood of very fine oak through which we tra- 
velled 34 verfts. The face of the country continued hilly and 
moderately wooded with fir, common pine, and birch. The in- 

* On my return by this road, in January 1794, I was furprifed at feeing the country 
deared of every tree, and lying wafte ; nut even a bulh being to be feen ; which wai pretty 
much the cafe with the wood near Scartog on the other hde of Kazan. 


habitants 
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habitants are RuflianS) Tartars, and Votiaki. The Tartars are 
Mahometans, and very clean in their perfons and habitations^ 
The women are, in general, very handfome, and drefs extremely 
neat. They are induftrious, honeft, and peaceable ; and, under 
their management, a piece of ground of a given extent will pro- 
duce nearly twice as much as the Ruilians obtain from an equal 
quantity. All the villages are built in vallies on the borders of 
rivers, furrounded with gardens and cultivated fields. 

On Monday the ijtli we reached Kungur, a city containing 
1800 wooden houfes on the eail fide of the river Tulva, latitude 
57° 20', longitude 56° 50' E. 2160 verfts from St. Peterfburg; 
and here the Virchoturien mountains commence. 

Atchinfky Krepoft, on the confines of Siberia, is 88 verfis be- 
yond Kungur ; and in this neighbourhood are the iron works of 
the dificrent rich proprietors living in St. Peterlburg, &c. The 
Inhabitants appear particularly ftrong and healthy ; their houfes 
are very clean j and I faw feveral men who were not very infirm 
at between 80 and 90 years of age. The woods that we had 
hitherto pafled confided of fir, common pine, poplar, alp, and 
birch : hiare we obferved alfo the larch pine. 

On the 17th January we arrived at the famous city of Ekate- 
rineburg, on the Uralian chain, through which the river Ifet 
flows, and works the gun, anchor, and iron foundries, faw and 
coining mills, and lapidary, &c. belonging to Government. This 
city Hands in latitude 56® 50', longitude 60° 17' 10", and con- 
tains about 2000 houfes, fome very elegantly built of done, five 
Churches, fchopls, &c. Provillons are here extremely cheap; fiCb, 
fiurgeon, beluga, and large quabs (nalime) 20 copeaks the pood, beef 

50 cop. 
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50 cop. rye flour 32 cop. The laft article,, they faid, was very 
dear, having had but a fcanty growth for the laft three years. 
The poorer forts, and convicts, of which only a few work at the 
mines. And a plenteous and cheap fupply of the falted omul, 
which appears to me to be a fpecies of herring, but twice as large 
as the ordinary fort. The circumjacent mountains afford much 
interefting entertainment to a naturalift, whofe refearches are fre-- 
quently rewarded with new difcoveries of variations in the works 
of nature. Exclufive of minerals and malachites (the largcft ever 
heard of was found here, weighing 107 poods, or 385Z pounds 
weight, — Pallas), here may be feen an aftonilhing variety of white 
rock cryftal, with capillary (horl of different colours ; that with the 
red was called by Pallas the luur of Venus ; the green was named 
by Guthrie Thetis*s ; the flaxen, Cupid’s ; the black, Proferpine’a ; 
and a dark topaz, containing white Ihorl, Saturn’s hair; ame-^ 
thyft, topaz, the Siberian diamond:, jafpec ftnpcd and plain, por> 
phyrys, &c. 

We now found the face of the country more level, and the 
woods very much on the decreafe, and pretty well inhabited by 
Tartars and Ruflians ; the former of whom, befides cultivating 
the earth, make and fell very neat worfted carpets. 

mm 

On Thurfday the 2 2d we arrived at Tobolik f, contmning 
2300 houfes and 23 churches, chiefly of wood, latitude 58^ 12' 
20", longitude 67° 19' 10", oppoflte the difcharge of the Tobol 

* A copcak nay be reckoned about a farthing a pood is 36 pounds. 

t This city was reduced taaflies in the year 1787 ; but on my return (in 1794] it was 
rebuilt on a regular plan ; the ftreets widc> with churches, and a great number of houfes, 
of brick. Its iituaiioa is low, backed by a lifing ground which projefts over the Irtitfi ; 
and the fortrefs is built on its point. 


into 
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into the Irtifli. It is a place of very condderable trade, frequent- 
ed by Samoyeds, Tartars, Ruflians, and Siberians ; and provifions 
here are rather cheaper than at Ekaterineburg, 

I obferved that vre had now crofled the whole of the Uralian 
chain of mountains. 

Bad weather detained us here three days, during which fhort 
ftay we experienced the hofpitality of the Governor General 
. Kafhkeen. 

On Sunday the 25th we left Tobollk, and found the country 
low, marlhy, and woody, but well inhabited as far as the Defert of 
Baraba (Barabinlky Step), lituated 3512 verfts from St. Peterf- 
burg, and 570 verfts in extent. This was not inhabited, but the 
Emprefs about ten years ago built villages all over it at the dif- 
tance of 20 to 25 verfts. The whole extent almoft is low and 
boggy ; fome elevated fpots, however, produce ftunted birch, 
brufliwood, and a little grafs. The weftern half is well watered 
by the lake Kamyfliova, the rivers Om, Tartas, and Kain. The 
latter is about the midway; and here the town of Kainlk is 
built for the proteflion of travellers. It contains 125 houfes and 
a church, all of wood. The inhabitants of all the villages are 
convidls. The caftern half of the defert is almoft deftitute of 
vvood ; nor is there any water, except in ponds, fetid even at this 
feafon. Wells are dug, but thefe prove fait and bitter. The 
people, therefore, melt fnow in winter, and collet rain in fum- 
mer. The ■ moft extreme poverty, dirt, and mifery prevail over 
the whole defert, which is terminated by a rifing ground, where 
Nature fuddenly aflumes the moft luxuriant change, prefenting 
A woody country, replete with meadows, corn fields, and well 

built 
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built villages, inhabited by clean, healthy, and affluent Sibe> 
rians. 

On the 4th of February we reached Tomlk, a city containing 
about 1500 houfes (latitude 56° 29', longitude 85° 3'), on the 
river Tom. Here wc faw Mr. Patrin, the gentleman appointed 
by her Imperial Majefty, on the recommendation of the very 
learned Dr. Pallas, to accompany our travels as naturalift and 
botanift. He was on his return to St. Peterfburg, with a view 
of retiring to France on account of his health, the ftate of which 
rendered his longer refidenefe in thefe parts dangerous, and bc'- 
reaved us of an invaluable companion. 

The inhabitants of thefe parts are farmers, graziers, and carriers j 
and have a famous breed of horned cattle, with which, as well as 
with butter, they fupply all the northern and eaftern diftrids of the 
empire. They are wealthy, hofpitable, healthy, and clean, and live 
under no controul of individuals, only paying a trifling fum to the 
Captain of the diftrid, for Government. The Siberians through- 
out are more induftrious and independent than any Ruffian pea- 
fants, live more comfortably, and drink home-brewed beer in addi- 
tion to quafs. The women are remarkably clean ; and I never en- 
tered any houfe in travelling, night or day, but I found them fpin- 
ning flax. I have frequently afked them why they worked all night ; 
and always received one general anfwer, “ that the days werefhort.” 
Inftead of candles, they burn laths of birch wood, which they call 
lutfliinka j a portable flick, about live feet high, with a foot to 
it, ferves as their candleflick ; three nails are driven into the top, 
forming a triangle ; the lath is fluck between the nails obliquely, 
and bums about four or five minutes : but when they have guefts 
they burn a candle, the nails ferving as a locket. 

C 
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Their neighbours; to the fouth-eaft, are fome tribes of Mongals 
extending to China; and a private trade is carried on, thrdugh 
this channel, by a few of the more intelligent Siberians. 

On the 14th February we arrived at Irkutik, in a froft of 18® 
of Reaumur, and found all the Command fafe. The Governor 
'General Jacobi being abfent, a courier was difpatched to him at 
Barnaul, to inform him of our arrival. 

On the 15th, in the morning, the thermometer indicated 28® 
below o of Reaumur for about two hours, when it rofe to 20® 
and 18°; 30° is the greateft extremity of cold ever remembered 
here. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. ir. 

A fuccinEt Account of our *Tranfa£tions at the City of Irkutfk— State 
of our Command — Additional Hands taken there. 

We were now arrived in the capital of Siberia, and entering 
on the firft feene of real bufinefs, of a nature more extenfive than 
this city ever before experienced. Every neceflary article for 
conftru£ting two fliips of 85 feet keel was to be received here, 
except timber : iron, cordage, ammunition, provilion, liquor, 
ftores ; clothing from head to foot, on a moderate computation, 
for five years ; candles, foap, and every the moft trifling commo- 
dity neceffary for each individual officer, over and above the or- 
dinary allowance for a Command of three hundred men, to be 
tranfported by water and land upwards of four thoufand verfts. 
It was likewife neceflary to flow every article in the moft fecure 
method in packages, weighing only 24. poods each, or 90 pounds 
Englifti weight, to facilitate their tranfport on pack-horfes from 
the city of Yakutfk, both to Ochotfk and to the river Kovima, 
where we had to build a veflel of 50 feet keel, with boats and 
baidars, for navigating the Icy Sea. 

No time was loft in ordering the inftruments in very great 
abundance, with an extra number to ferve as prefents to favages. 
Some hands were fent, under the command of an officer, to build 
veflels at Katfhuga Priftan, on the river Lena, to tranlport the 
command to Yakutfk, &c. 


C 2 
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On the 26th of February we began to receive hatchets, ham- 
mers, and every other inftrument ufed by artificers in a dock- 
yard. 

At half paft three o’clock in the morning of the 3d of March, 
the city experienced a finart fliock of an earthquake, whieh lafled 
about three feconds, but was not attended with any bad confe- 
quences. Earthquakes here are frequent, but not violent. 


On the 5tb the courier returned from the Governor General, 
with orders for the Governor to comply with all the demands of 
the expedition. To forward the bufinefs, Captain Billings in- 
creafed his Command, agreeable to his inilrudions. From St. 
Peterlburg it confifted of. 


Captain Jofeph Billings, Commander ; 

■ Robert Hall j 

- ' ■ Gabriel, Santlhefi' ; 

" Chriftian Bering ; 

Skipper AffanalTy Bakoff, to rig the veflels, and take charge of 
all (lores ; 


Steerman Anton BataholF, 7 ^ n 

- Sergey Bronnikofr,i^^“^" * 
Surgeon Mich. Robeck ; 


Peter Allegretti ; 

Drawing-Mafter Luke Varonln ; 
A mechanic ; 


Two under fhipbuilders ; 
Two furgeons’ mates j 
One mailer’s mate j 
One boatfwain ; 


Three 
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Three Court Yagers, for fluffing birds and beads j 
Eight petty officers ; 

Seven foldiers, Strcltfi ; 

And niyfeif, as private fecretary, and journalid ; 

In all thirty-fix. 


The following hands we engaged here : 

»r , /rl for keeping accounts, and tranfading the 

Vaffiley Diakonoff, • • i r r r t j • 

' „ h writing bulinels tor the command, in 

Fedor Karpoff, | . 

Lieutenant Polofoff, of the army ; [He had occupied a place 
of trud in Igiga, and was recommended as a ufeful hand among 
the Tfliutfki.] 

Six petty officers from the Navigation School at Irkutlk ; 

Three men for condrufting leather boats, or baidars, for river 
navigation ; 

One turner; 

One lockfmith ; 

Fifty Coffacs, and one Sotnik ; 

Two drummers ; 

In all, fixty-nine, in addition to the St. Peterfburg Command, 

March 7. — The perfons compofing the Command were ad- 
vanced a rank, agreeable to the Imperial mandate. 


All hands were now employed in packing up indruments, &c. 
in boxes, which were afterwards covered with canvas, pitched 
all over, and fewn up in foal leather, to prevent water from fpoil- 
ing the contents in time of rain, and in fording of rivers. The 
leather was ultimately defigned for flioes and boots. 


March 
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March i 6 . — ^The ice of the river Angara broke up, and we 
had fine and mild weather. 

April 1 6. — The weather being favourable, Captain Billings 
cre»flcd his aftronomical tent at the fouth-eaft extremity of the 
city ; and, by many fets of obfervation of the fun’s and moon’s 
diftance, his longitude proved 103° 46' 45" eaft of Greenwich,, 
latitude 52° 16' 30". 

Irkutfk contains 2300 houfes, chiefly of wood, 12 ftone 
churches, a cathedral, and two monaflieries ; befide which, there 
are feveral public buildings, an hofpital, an inoculating houfe, a 
feminary for the ftudy of divinity, a public fchool, a library and 
colleftion of curiofities j alfo a theatre, of which the performers- 
are all young men and women natives of Irkutlk. The repre- 
fentations are chiefly confined to national pieces, W'hich they get 
up with aftonilhing propriety ; and they have very excellent 
muficians belonging to the different regiments, befides the band 
of the Governor General. 

This city ftands on a low fpot of ground, oppofite the dif- 
charge of the Irkut into the Angara. The latter river bounds it 
to the weft ; the Ooihakof ka to the eaft and north-eaft j and to 
the fouth, high, pleafant, and fertile land. 

The ftreets are ftraight and uniform. The fliops are in the heart- 
of the city, an elegant fquare pile of brick building, under piazzas 
which fupport warehoufes. The butchers’ fliops are in the eaftern . 
extremity, where the flaughter-houfes arc built over the Ooflia- 
kofka. Near this is the fiflirinarket j alfo a bazar, or renok, for. 
vegetables, corn, bread, butter, flour, pedlary, and wooden ware.. 

9 The 
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The latter is a place of refort of the Burati, who hawk about 
fables, martins, otter, and other furs. I calculate the number of 
inhabitants at about 20,000. The merchants are numerous and 
affluent; and. a confiderable trade is carried on with the Chinefe, 
which is fo well defcribcd by Mr. Coxe, that all I can add to his 
remarks on the fubjedt is, that the prices of articles are now about 
three times as high as when he mentioned them. Here the af- 
fortments of furs are made, which are brought from America, 
and the northern parts of the empire, in the following manner ; 
The inferior and worft coloured fables, the fox fkins, from the 
Aleutan iflands ; the fecond fort of fea otter, river otter, &c. are 
allotted to China Such as are defedlive and weak in the hair, 
as alfo inferior forts, are fent to the fair at Irbit ; and the very 
bell are fent to Mofco and Makaria, where they meet with ready 
purchafers among the Armenians and Greeks. 

The works belonging to this place are, a glafs-houfe under the 
particular infpedtion of the learned ProfelTor Laxman, fltuated 
near the Baikal lake ; a diftillery, about 60 verfts north of the 
city, in which the annual average quantity of brandy made is 
60,000 ankers ; fait works at three fprings, which fupply the 
neighbouring country ; a cloth manufadtory, where eleven looms 
were in conftant employ, but now only one is at work for very 
coarfe cloth : this is the property of the merchant Siberakoff ; 
the others belong to government. 

On the 28th April, we began fending off the Command and ar- 
ticles to Katlhuga Prlftan ; and by the 1 9th May all were dif- 
patched from hence. 

' * Tbe Chinefe colour fables, and other furs, fo artfully, that the deception is not obferr* 
•able : in confequence, they will only pay a low price, and always give articles of an inferior 
quality the preference. 


Imme- 
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Immediately on our arrival at Irkutfk, Profcflbr Laxman ofi 
fcred to accompany the expedition as naturalift and botanift : 
Captain Billings, however, did not accept the offer ; and it was 
only the day before his departure that he fent me to Dr. Merck 
(belonging to the hofpital here) to afk if he would go with us in 
that capacity, which he immediately agreed to, but confeffed 
that he was not a proficient. Mr. John Main, an Englifhman 
(aUb a medical gentleman), volunteered to go as his afliftant. 
Thus were matters fettled ; and all the *ncccirary articles and 
books given by Profeffor Pallas for Mr. Patrin, were now ordered 
to the difpofal of Dr. Merck, who left Irkutfk with us the very 
next day. 

Before I quit this place, which, according to the information 
of my acquaintance, is the laft of any confequence that I am likely 
to behold till my return, I fliall attempt a fummary fketch of its 
inhabitants, and their mode of living. 

Lieutenant General Ivan Varfolomitfh Jacobi, Governor Ge- 
neral, poflefTing the powers of Viceroy j 

Major, General Lamb, his Affiftant Governor ; and 

Mr. Medvedeff, a very rich individual, keep open houfe, and 
give a dinner and ball each once a week. The remaining days 
are pafled in vifiting other opulent inhabitants, either in confe- 
quence of invitations, or in the way of friendly call. The fet is 
never broken, though fometimes divided into feveral branches ; 
but they are always united at every invitation. At dinner a band, 
of mufic induces an harmonious circulation of the glafs. 

The fociety edablifhed, and the liberal hofpitality of the firfti 
order of inhabitants, is fuperior to that in any part of Ruflia, and 

really 
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really feems to infufe a fpirit of confequence into the minds of 
the lower fort of people. I think that their fchools and theatre 
contribute much to this ; but moll of all the tutors to the chil- 
dren of the more opulent. Thefe generally confill of Poles, 
Swedes, French, and I'ome of the Jcfuitic order, who have been 
under the neceflity of travelling. 

Numbers of mechanics, artills, and artificers of great abilities, 
whofe exertions were fclfifli in Rulfia, here exert thcmfelves for 
the benefit of the commynity ; and, as merit is the chief imro- 
du£lion to independent fociety, fo all who poffefs it meet with 
liberal encouragement ; and, unlefs their charadlers are fullied by 
ads of criminality, they are countenanced and fupported. The 
unfortunate are generoufly dillinguillied from the villainous. 

The officers here, both military and civil, are very numerous ; 
the former, in confequence of this being the feat of government 
in tlie vicinity of the Chinefe and Mongal territories ; the latter, 
on account of the numerous courts of jufticc, and the neceffary 
dillributions to be made for the vaft extent of its jurifdidion. I 
fliall rate thefe in two daffies ; for rank is -only a fecondary recom- 
mendation here : the gentleman, who behaves hlmfelf with pro- 
priety, though poor, is completely independent, and every houfe 
is open to him ; while the worthlefs are only attended to in the 
execution of their duty, and then with great referve. 

In this town there are neither inns nor coffee-houfes ; but no 
flranger, who behaves himfelf with common civility, will ever be 
at a lofs for a home. I had very good quarters allotted me by 
Government, in which 1 had only refided a few days, when. Bri- 
gadic-t General Troepollky invited me to accept of apartments and 

D attendants 
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attendants in his houfe ; his lady repeated the invitation, which I 
begged they would allow me to refufe. They then fent me every 
neceflary to my lodging, v/hich really compelled me to accept 
their lirlt olTer, to lave them greater trouble. Their manfion was 
ever after my home ; and their friendlhip will always remain in- 
delibly impreffed on my mind. All kinds of food are cheap, as 
are fpirituous liquors and home-brewed beer. Wines are dear. 
Many luxuries are imported from China ; and fdks, cottons, 
linens, furs, nay Englilh cloths, arc moderate. 

Throughout the whole of Siberia, hofpitality prevails in the ex- 
treme. A traveller is pcrfedlly fecure on the road, and certain of 
a hearty welcome wherever he puts up, let the cot be ever fo 
homely. But whether this hofpitality v/ill continue when they 
arrive at a certain ftate of refinement, to which they feem advan- 
cing with incredible haftc, remains for future times to difeoverj 
as alfo whether the expanfion of ideas may not lead to the exten- 
fion of territory, and other formal cftablifliments. 

In the morning of the loth of May we had a heavy fall of 
fnow, which lay on the ground two hours. By noon it cleared 
up ; and in the afternoon, at fix o’clock. Captain Billings, Dr. 
Merck, and myfelf, left Irkutlk," accompanied by Count Manteuf- 
fel, Mr. Haak, &c. The Governor General had prepared a fare- 
wel fupper for us at his villa, i8 verfts from the city, where we 
paffed the night. The next morning, at fix o’clock, we took 
leave of our friends, with a moft grateful fenfe of the multi- 
plicity of favours that we had received during a ftay of three 
months. Our road lay acrofs the Buratikoi Step, fo called from 
the immenfe herds of cattle and horfes that the Burati graze 
here. Thefe are of the Balagan tribe, and, with the Cho intfi, 

feem 
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feem outcafts from the race of Mongals ; for they have no lamas, 
nor letters, but are complete deraonolatrians, and confult their 
forcerers : all other tribes of Burati are intelligent people, have 
lamas, or priefts, and are Itrifk obfervers of their religious rites 
and ceremonies j their worfhip being performed in the Tungut- 
Iki language, in which all their laws are wi'itten. They have dif- 
ferent places for particular rites. The ceremony of an oath, or 
rather a curfe, to prove their innocence, if fufpefted of a crime, is 
performed on fomc fcledled mountain : formerly, a very remark- 
able one fituatcd near Kiachta, and called Burgutta, was their fi- 
vourite place ; but by a late treaty this mountain fell to the lot 
of the Chinefe, which caufed great diflatisfaCtion to the Burati, 
and was followed by defertions. 

We arrived on the 12th, at two in the afternoon, at Katfhuga 
Priftan, a village containing only 15 houfes, fituated on the river 
Lena, in latitude 53® 26', longitude 107'’ 2', 230 verfts from 
Irkutlk. Here we found nine barks of from 10 to 15 tons bur- 
then, ready to convey us and our baggage to Yakutfk. The 
number of packages amounted to 2600, exclufive of fail cloth, 
cordage, &c. not yet fent from Irkutlk ; to forward which wc 
left behind us Sturman BronnikofF. Our guns, anchors, &c. 
were not yet arrived, nor did we expert them till the next year. 

On the 14th May, in the evening, we had loaded all our goods, 
and got every thing ready for our departure down the river. 


Da 
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CHAP. III. 

Departure from Irkutfk. — An Accident. — Remarkable Cave.'— 'The 
River Lena and its Tributaries. — Arrival at Yakutjk. 


On Friday the 15th of May, at eight in the morning, Captain 
Lieutenant Hall fet fail with three barks. At five in the after- 
noon, Captain Billings followed with the reft, giving the charge 
of them to Captain Lieutenant Bering. He then embarked in a 
dosfliennik * with Dr. Merck and myfelf, Count Manteuffel ftill 
accompanying us. Tlie night was very dark, with thunder, light- 
ning, and heavy rain. At midnight we arrived at Vircholenfk, 
(an oftrog containing too houles, and two wooden churches, fa- 
mous in thefe parts for its manufadtory of coarfe worfted ftock- 
ings and night-caps) 35 verfts from the place of cur embarkment, 
and made faft to the fliorc. Captain Bering, a-head of us, ran 
foul of a merchant’s bark, and funk in nine foot water clofe to 
ftiorc. We employed all hands in unloading the cargo, and found 
that, notwithftanding every precaution ufed, the boxes were not 
water proof. The moment the accident happened, the pilot 
leaped overboard, and fwam to Ihore. 

At feven in the morning of the 16th, ^ount Manteuffel went, 
with Dr. Merck, to fee a remarkable cave, 15 verfts from hence. 

* A vefTel calculated for accommodating a family, with baggage, down the Lena. It 
contains three cabins : one at the forecaftle, with a feparate entrance ; one in the midfhipa, 
and the other adern. It is built of boards without a keel, flat bottomed, about 35 to 40 
fjpet long ; rows and fleers with long fwceps, two men to each ; is furnifhed with a mall, and 
one fquare fail, and named from dojok^ a board* 


They 
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They returned at two in the afternoon, and gave the following 
account of their expedition. 

The mountain is called Khacharchai by the Burati, and 
the cave is fituated about the middle of the afcent, furrounded 
by large trees of pines and birch. It is about one yard high, 
and half a yard wide ; and the outward borders, as alfo the infide, 
as far as the eye can reach, are covered with a thick coat of ice. A 
thermometer in the fhade was 14° above the freezing point ; while 
another, placed about a fathom within the cave, flood 4" below 
it. A pretty frefh wind ifliies from the cave, which, according 
to the account of the guide, freezes all the fummer, but thaws in 
winter, when a warm vapour fupplants the chilling breeze. Among 
a great variety of plants near the place, the Rhe Rhaponticum is 
the moft prevalent. About half-pafl three this afternoon we took 
leave of Count Manteufiel, who returned to Irkutfk. 

Mr. Bering’s bark being repaired, and reloaded from two other 
barks, which were left under the care of Mr. Main to wait the 
drying of the damaged articles, Captain Billings immediately pro- 
ceeded with the other four. 

I fhall not weary the reader’s patience with a circumftantial 
account of every day’s progrefs; as I mean to ftate, in an Appen- 
dix, every ftagc that we pafled from Mofco, noting the number 
of houfes, aud. of verAs, as alfo the time of our arrival and de- 
parture.. 

J 

Continuing the plan that f at firft adopted, I fhall give a very 
brief account of this river, to avoid fatiguing my readers, and to 

encourage 
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encourage them to follow me through all the mazes of my 
progrefs. 

The Lena takes its rife from an inconhderable lake fituated 
between the mountains near the Baikal, about loo miles weft 
fouth-weft of Katfhuga Priftan (wharf). It flows in a gentle and 
uninterrupted ftream, though here and there impeded by fliallows 
at a late feafon, to about the diftance of 300 miles from its fource, 
when it deepens confiderably. The diredtion is very winding, 
but pretty uniformly eaft north- eaft to Yakutik, and nearly north 
from thence to its difeharge into the Icy Sea, about the latitude 71° 
30', and longitude 1 27® eaft of Greenwich, after a courfe of 3,450 
geographical miles. The appearance that it affumes is continually 
varying ; in fome places mountains bound the channel on both 
Tides, clothed to the fummit with ftatcly pines ; in others, they 
are barren, projedling into the river, and turning its courfe ; tak- 
ing fantaftic ftiapes, refcmbling ruins of large buildings, towers, 
and churches j the chafms overgrown with hawthorn, currant- 
buflies, dog-rofes, &c. In fome places the mountains retreat in- 
land for miles, forming a back ground to extenfive plains, and 
ex])oliug a miferably built town, furrounded with cornfields, gar- 
dens, and pafture grounds, with a few herds of cattle grazing ; 
thefe openings are frequent at unequal diftances of 5 to 40 verfts 
from each other, and are always occupied by villages as far as 
Olekma, 1800 verfts from Katftiuga : all beyond is defolate, ex- 

I 

cept a few huts inhabited by convids, who have the charge of 
horfes for the poll, and the towns of Pokroffley, Yakutlk, and 
Giganfk-* The heft of them is only a colledion of huts inhabited 
by priefts and their attendants, officers and Coffacks, who teach 
obedience, and enforce the payment of tribute from the wander- 
I ing 



TO THE EASTERN OCEAN, &c. 


*3 


ing tribes of Tartars that infefl: the neighbourhood, and of whom I 
fliall have occafion to fpeak hereafter. 

The rivers that flow into the Lena are, 

The Ilga, - 170 verfts from Katfliuga, 

Koot, - 469 Very near the eftuary of this river 

is a fait lake, which is very fhallow ; 
and works, the property of the pre- 
fent Ifpravink of the diftrift, at which 
one boiling produces 1080 pounds 
weight of fait. 


Marakofka, 

601. 


Makarova, 

690. 


Kiringa, 

778. 


Vitima, 

1178. 

— ^This river flows from a lake eaft 
of the Baikal. It is nearly equal to 
the Lena, in width, depth, and ex- 
tent j and is famous for fables, lynx, 
fox, ermine, fquirrel, and deer. 


The fables of this river, and of 
the Momo, which falls into it 300 
verfts from the difeharge, are very 
valuable, and of a fuperior quality. 
Numbers of Tungoofe travel about 
here on the chace. Three verfts up 
this river are the mountains that pro- 
duce talk. I have feen fpecimens 
formerly found, 28 inches Iquare, and 
tranfparent as glafs : what is now 

found 
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found is very fmall, but perfedly pel* 
lucid. All the windows of thefe parts 
are glazed with it. 


Pellidui, 


Nuye, 

Yerba, 


1202' A lfo famous for the above men- 
tioned animals, and the laft place that 
produces corn. — N. B. Sparrows and 
magpies were not feen further north. 
They only came here about five years 
ago, after the ground had begun to 
be cultivated. 

J475- 

1505. ^Here we faw the firft Yakut or 

Sochalar. He was our pilot ; very 
communicative, and good-natured. 
In this neighbourhood the river is 
replete with iflands, having on them 
temporary Tungoofe habitations for 
fifiiing. 


Patama, 

Oonaghtak, 

Olekma, 

Aldan, 

Viluye, 


1575- 

*595- 

1822. 

2600. 


I fhall refer to thefe rivers, and def- 
cribe them on a future occafion, in 
an account of the Amur, 


Bcfides feveral rivers farther north, of no material confequencc. 


Our navigation only extended to the town of Yakutfk, 2390 
verfts from Katihuga. We arrived in this town the 29th May, at 
feven P. M., and immediately ordered the loaded veflels to crofs 
the river to the plains j whence the goods are to be forwarded on 

pack- 
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pack-horfes. The next day the other barks arrived fafe at the 
above-mentioned place. 

To tranfport the articles that we had with us, and the parties, acrofs 
the uninhabited country to Ochotflc,and to the river Kovima, two 
tlioufand horfcs were demanded of the commandant, or military go- 
vernor, whofe bufmefs it is to enforce the fame by a paper figned 
by himfelf to the court of the interior, or land diftrift. The Go- 
vernor General of Irkutflt, Jakobi, had clofed a contract with the 
merchant SibetakofF for provifions, confiding of flour, peafe, 
grits, oatmeal, meat, butter, fait, vinegar, brandy, &c. an 18 
months fupply for 100 men ; and the contrador bound himfelf to 
deliver the fame at Virchnoi Kovima, by the firfl day of Augud 
next. Sail-cloth and raw-hides, for making baidars were alfo 
to be delivered by him, loads for more than 2000 horfes. 

The fame gentleman clofed the contrad for the delivery of pro- 
vifions, &c. at Ochotlk, a three years fupply for 250 men ; tallow 
for candles, greafe, pitch, tar, &c. &c. Belides the immenfe 
number of horfes wanted to tranfport the articles mentioned, our 
guns, anchors, cables, cordage, fail-cloth, cloth, and flops, with 
ammunition of all kinds, dill remained to be forwarded from 
Irkutlk. 

Thefe horfes were to be obtained from the Yakuti inhabiting 
the didrid of Yakutlk, and the Viluye. I think it necelTary to re-, 
mark, that to every three loaded horfes, a fpare one is allowed ; 
and a guide has charge of only fix under loads, two fpare ones, 

• Baidars arc boats very flat bottomed, the frames made of twigs, and covered with 
loattu r : they are fo light, that four men can carry them with cafe, and are rowed with 
fix or tight oars. 


and 
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and one upon which he rides ; fo that where 2000 horfes are 
demanded, 3000 are employed. The lelTer number is paid for 
at the rate of one copcak a verft per horfe : ^he average rate of 
travelling is 20 verfts each day. 

I was furprlfed at the aftonilhingadivity that appeared in every 
officer civil and military, from the firft to the laft, in volunteering 
to go to fome tribe or other of the Yakiiti to procure horfes ; but 
the grand point could not long remain a fccret ; for their excefs 
of zeal (as is the cafe in moll zealous meafurcs) led to an open 
breach between the military and civil government, which laded 
jud long enough for each to explain the intereded views of the 
other. After they had done this in the mod forcible manner, and 
completely vented their rage, they began to deliberate ; when it 
appeared, that both parties agreed upon the whole, and that the 
extent of the commiffion would admit of a general divilion : fo they 
foon made up their minds to fend fome of each party with official 
authority. Univcrfal harmony was immediately redored; and 
each commiffioner went with a full refolution to ferve his em- 
ployer in the bed manner he could, with propriety to himfclf. 

This was the lird town in which I obferved the officers from the 
highed to the lowed ranks form the poorer let of inhabitants 
while the Codack Sotniks and Pyat f Defetniks (petty offi- 
cers), were the mod affluent. They are chiefly Sinboyarlki 
well acquainted with the languages of the Yakuti, Tungoofe, &c. 
and are always employed in offices of trud. We found the bed 
entertainment among them ; at the fame time they appeared the 

• 

* Commanders of f 00. 1 * Commanders of 50. 

X The lowell clafs of gentility, conferred upon the Siberians for fome particular aclilevc- 
snent or difeovery. 


more 
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more welcome guefts at the habitations of their fuperior ofiicers» 
where they pay their refpeds in the moft flattering manner, and 
never experience a rcfulal in a proper application for an advanta- 
geous million, had my quarters at the houl’e of the com-* 
mandant, with Captain Billings. 

In the evening of the 7th June, the firfl; party was clifpatched, 
under the command of Mr. Bakolf, with 136 loaded horles. 
Captain Lieutenant Hall had the charge of the parties to Ochotlk, 
and Captain Lieutenant Bering of thole to the Kovima. 

Yakutlk contains 362 wooden houfes, five churches, and a ca- 
thedral. Amonafteryis now building, latitude 62'’ i'5o" north, 
longitude 129'’ 34' eaft, on a lhallow branch of the river Lena, 
three verfts well from the main channel [which is four verfs acro/s)y 
fituated on a low fandy plain, fixty verfts long, in a diredion 
north-weft, and eleven broad, producing chiefly wormwood, 
thiftles, a few flowers, and wild onions ; here and there clufters of 
hawthorn buflres and oziers, with currants, dog-rol'es, and rafp- 
berries. It is bounded to the weft by a ridge of inconfiderable 
but woody mountains, from which the inhabitants obtain firc- 
tvood. 

Never was there a town in a worfe fituation than this. The 
branch of the river on which it is built is dry by the middle of 
July, and continues fo all winter, the inhabitants having to go 
the -diftance of three verfts for water. Although the river abounds 
with filli, they receive their fupplies of that article, as alfo of 
meat, from about the Viluye, 400 verfts down the river. Vege- 
tables are brought them from the neighbourhood of Kiringa, 1650 
verfts up the river. 

£ 2 
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In the month of June every neceflary of life is brought hither 
down the Lena ; and this is called the Yarmank. During this 
time every trader has permiflion to hire a public fhop, and fell 
his ware ; and this is the time at which the opMbnt lay in a twelve 
months’ flock; for at the expiration of the month, the privilege 
of trading is only veiled in the hands of tlie burghers, who make 
their own prices : thefe confift of five or fix. SiberakofF, the 
contrador, has a houfe here, and at prefent occupies it himfelf, to 
fuperintend in perfon the difpatch of the articles for the expedi- 
tion. During our flay, he may be faid to have kept open houfe 
for the entertainment of the chief inhabitants and our gentlemen. 

On Tuefday the 9th June we took leave of our friends in this 
city, after a flay of 10 days, and crofled the Lena, which is four 
verlls over, to the plains, called the Yarmank, from being the 
general rendezvous for all travellers, traders, and tranfport goods, 
to the caftern and north-eaft parts of the empire. Here are ex- 
tenfive meadows, producing grafs in abundance. The moft pre- 
vailing plant that I obferved was wild flax, fome with white, and 
fome with blue flowers ; and a remarkable plant which the Ruflians 
call Zemlcnnoi Laudon, or frankincenfe of the earth ; this is not 
a gum, but an aromatic root, given to children and to adults for 
pains in the bowels ; its fmell is very like that of fnakeroot, 
though in appearance it is not fo fibrous. Maiden:-hair grows in 
abundance, and is colledled, dried, and ufed by the Coflacks in- 
ftead of hops. The Yakuti alfo make ufe of it occafionally, with 
juice of berries and water, to drink. Some fandy places are over- 
grown with horfe-radifh and wild onions. 

On Wednefday the loth June, at nine o’clock in the morning, 
all our baggage and food for the road were loaded on pack-horfes, 

hi about 
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about five poods on each, and we commenced an equeftrian route. 
Our party confifted of Captain Billings, Dr, Merck, Mr. Robeck, 
Mr. Main, and myfclf, two petty officers, and nine privates, with 
an adequate number of Yakuti to take care of the horfes and 
ferve as guides. We travelled this day 28 verfis, to the folilary 
habitation of a Yakut, where we halted and pitched our tents for 
the night. The next day we made 49 verfts. 

On Thurfday the i6th of June we arrived, about eight P. M. 
at the river Amga, or Anga, which falls into the Aldan, and were 
fended over to the habitation of a Yakut (who has charge of the 
ferry, in company with a Coflack), 237 verfts from Yakutlk. 
The face of the country hitherto was undulated, confifting of 
wood, meadows grown with fine grals, and an immenfe diverfity of 
flowers, romantic lakes, fomc of them very extenfi ve and replete with 
iflands ; and here and there a folitary hut, the habitation of fomc 
herdfman. We faw and fliot a great number of wild fowl, ducks, 
curlews, &c. From the Anga to the river Aldan, we found the 
country rather mountainous, more woody, and bearing lefs grafs. 
Flere we arrived on Thurfday the i8th. The weather had been 
extremely hot and fultry all the way from Yakutlk j but we had 
here a thunder ftorm, which cooled the atmofpl,ere» 

The habitations on the north fide of the Aldan confift of four 
huts, one belonging to Coflacks who guard the ferry, the reft to 
Yakuti with horfes. 33 1 verfts from Yakutlk the river is 500 
fathom wide, flowing to the weft, and well flocked with filh, as 
are alfo the neighbouring lakes. The woods abound in wild 
beads and game ; and the plains are inhabited by very opulent 
Tartars, who poflefs immenfe numbers of horfes and herds of 
cattle. The fouth of the river is bounded by perpendicular 
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mountains 70 fathom high, compofcd at the bafe of a hard fandy 
ftone replete with petrified trees, very large, all lying one way, 
the roots north-weft, and the tops in the mountains fouth-eaft. 
Above there is a ftratum of loofc fand-ftones and finall calcareous 
fliells, with foft grecnifh earth tliat has a tafte like copperas and a 
ftrong fmell, and balls of fulphur. A ftratum follows of a much 
harder ftone, very compact, and impregnated w'lth oyftcr, fcollop, 
and other larger fhells. Another ftratum of petrified fca weeds, 
and wood ; and then a ftratum of finall mufclc fliells in a very 
hard and compact greyftonc, fomc of w’hich, wdien broken, arc 
found to be full of fine cryftals, &c. This mountain is fix verfts 
in length, and about 500 from the neareft fea. Here we found 
and left the firft detachment, to divide into fmallcr parties. 

Captain Billings refolved on profecuting his journey to Ochotfle 
wdth all poflible fpeed ; to accomplifli which, he left all his bag- 
gage with the party here, and only took neceflarics for the road ; 
and in the evening of the 19th we left the Aldan with twenty- 
one horfes. Our party confifted of Mr. Robeck, Dr. Merck, and 
myfelf ; a petty officer, two guides, and an interpreter. We now 
left the fertile and inhabited plains, and got intangled in woody 
mountains and morafles ; rivers and torrents rufhing down the 
mountains, and all the produdiions of nature changing, except 
the larch and firs, which were now ftunted and ill grown. We 
found large fpots covered with wild rhubarb and rofemary j Rhe 
Rhaponticum and Ledum Paluftrcj juniper, brufh-wood, pinks, 
thyme, &c. The climate equally altered, the air becoming cold 
and raw% 

We arrived at the ford of the Bella Reka (White River) on Sun- 
<Iay the 21ft of June, at two P. M. j but found too much water to 

juftify 
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juftify an attempt to crofs it. We therefore placed a mark in the 
river, and, obferving that it was falling flowly, pitched our tents, 
and the next morning perceived but very little alteration in the 
river. 

Captain Billings, impatient to proceed, tried In many places to 
crofs ; at laft his horfc got into deep water, and he was forced tO' 
fwim over. The river is about 200 fathom w'idc, and the llream 
W'as about feven knots, at the commencement of a rapid, over 
large (tones ; but the deep part was not above 15 fathom over, 
I feat him a Yakut guide and an interpreter, with fome dried 
bread, brandy, tea and fugar, and my fmall tent. Dr. Merck at- 
tempted to crofs ; but the rapidity of the dream made him fo 
giddy, that he fell off his horfe where the water was only knee 
deep, and returned. A boatfwain’s mate, Kopman, volunteered, 
whom I permitted to go with a fecond guide, fome (pare horfes, 
and bed clothes ; and lucky it was that I fent a guide with him, 
or he and his horfe would liave gone down with the current. 
As I was very well mounted, I alfo fwam acrofs fafely, and made 
a good fire, at which we dried and rcfrcflied ourfeivcs, and pro- 
ceeded. Our party was now reduced to five horfemen In all, and 
nine horfes two grey hounds, and a pointer. Our ftock of 
provifions confifted of twenty pounds of dried bread, two bottles 
of brandy, with a little tea and fugar, for a journey of 600 verfts 
through an uninhabited country. We experienced great advan- 
tage from travelling with few horfes, as we had lefs difficulty 
in getting forward ; and a very fmall plat of grafs at once af- 
forded us a halting place for the night, and furniffied food for 
them. 

* Captain Billings left one of the guides with direftions for the other parties. 

On 
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On the 23d we croflcd a very confiderable mountain called the 
Tihakdall ; the afcciit of which was chiefly up a torrent rulhing 
from its fummit over large ftones. Here we obferved for the firft 
time the plant called by the Ruffians Piania Trava (Rhododen- 
dron Chryfanthum), held in great eflimation by all the diflFcrent 
tribes of Siberian Tartars, as alfo by the Ruffians, for its efficacy 
in curing rheumatic complaints and old ulcerated wounds, from 
whatever caufe they fpring. It is drank in a ftrong decoQion in 
a vapour bath, and the wounds are wafhed with it. The moun- 
tain tops are covered with this plant and with the (Pinus Cembra) 
creeping cedar. 


On Wednefday the 24th of June, at feven A. M. we had a 
lieavy fall of fnow, which covered the mountain tops. Not ex- 
peflingfuch a fudden change from the extreme fultry weather that 
we had experienced a few days ago, we were quite unprovided 
for it, having left all our clothing, except nankeen jackets and 
trowfers, behind with the baggage ; at the fame time the morafles 
and rivulets prevented our going on foot. 

In croffing a very boggy fpot our guide fung a melancholy 
fong, which was thus interpreted : “ This is the fad fpot that was 
moiftened by the tears of the venerable Tfhogonnoi. The wor- 
thy old man ! moft fldlful in the chace, and the conftant protec- 
tor of his friend. ’Twas here that, unable to fupport the fatigues 
of the journey, his companion, his friend, his laft horfe, fell. He 
fat down by the fide of his laft horfe, and vented his anguilh in 
the bittereft of tears : Yes, the bittereft of tears ; for he never 
failed in the duties of a Sochalar *. He never deferved to weep. 

* The Yakub* call tkcmfclves Socha, and the lingular is Sochalar. 

The 
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(The third day he was relieved by a traveller and aflifted home).” 
The name of the place is Tfliogonnoi Utabyta (the tears of Tlbo- 
gonnoi). Having crofled this bog, wc afeended the mountain 
Unechan, on the top of which, 178 verfts from Aldan, we had a 
fliower of fnow, and were quite benumbed with cold. We crept 
under the Finns Cembra, made a fire, heated fomc water with 
brandy, and refrefhed all hands. The clouds foon funk below 
the mountain, and we had a clear fky in defeending its foutli 
fide, where the fun dried our clothes. Here cur greyhounds ran 
down feveral hares, which the pointer brought us. A torrent 
ruflies down this mountain flowing about 10 verfls. The Sam- 
mach meets another fiom the Seven Mountains called the Kunkui, 
which is the fource of the Bella Rcka, winding weflward round 
the mountains. 

On the 25th we crofled the Seven Mountains fo called, though it 
Is only one with feven fugar-loaf tops; but the fummit of each muft 
be crofTed, on account of the immenfe ravines on each fide. We 
arrived at three P. M. at the river Alachunc, were ferried over, 
and pitched our tents. About three verfts off are two folitary 
Inits, inhabited by a Coffac and Yakut, to guard the ferry, and 
to keep fix horfes for couriers. We are here 230 verfts from tlic 
Aldan. Mountains, bogs, rivers, and fields of continual icc, fuo- 
ceed each other to Yudomfky Kreft, 200 verfts. Here arc throe very 
good huts inhabited by Coffacs on the river Yudoma ; all'o Go- 
vernment ftorehoufes, where fupplics are kept for Ochotfk till 
winter, when they are forw'ardcd on fledges with dogs. We ob- 
tained here a little bread and fomc meat ; but, our hoi I'os being in 
very bad condition, we left our boatfwain’s mate to wait the ar- 
rival of the firft party. We alfo left our dogs, which were fo 
tired that they could not poffibly proceed any further with us. 

E Moun- 
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Mountains and rivers continue to Urak Plotbiflia, 90 verfts. 
This was the place where formerly boats were built to convey 
the heavier articles of Captain Bering’s expedition down the Urak 
to the fea of Ochotfk and the port. Five miferable huts inha- 
bited by Coflacs, and Government ftorehoufes, occupy a fmall 
place at the foot of barren mountains, from 20 to 60 fathom high, 
replete with Calcedoni, or what Mr. Laxman calls the Urak onyx, 
in a mother of greenifli and reddifli grey ftone. The neighbour- 
hood is extremely mountainous, containing a great variety of 
agates ; and many large ftones in the river poflefs petrifa£kions 
and impreHions of large Ihells. Some mountains appear compofed 
of jafper or jade. 


CHAP* 
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CHAP. IV. 

Arrival at Ochotjh. — Prefenl Stale of that Citj. 


Wr arrived at Ochotfk on Ericlay the 3d of July, (computing 
the diftance about 1020 veifts from Yakutlk,) and immediately 
faw Mr. SaretftiefF, who informed us tliat he could not find tim- 
ber fit for fliip-buildlng nearer than 70 verfts up the Ochot ; and 
that he had only two days before fent the Ihip-builders with 47 
hired and government men to felcft and fell proper trees as near 
the river-fide as poffible. 

On the Sth July, the tranfport veflcl arrived from Izfliiga, bal- 
lafted with black petrified wood exadtly refeinbling pit-coal ; but 
fire had no eifedt upon it. 

On Sunday the 12th our 1 )aggage arrived, with MefTrs. Ro- 
beci; and Merck, all fafe. They crofled the White River the 
e\ i uing of the day after our departure without much difficulty, 
the waters having much abated. 

Toward the evening of the 14th, appearances indicated a fine 
fucceeding day, according to the predidlion of the Larnuti, who 
waited on the commandant, requefting his permiffion to allow 
them, the Yakuti, and as many of the inhabitants as were willing, 
to go the next morning on a duck-chafe out to lea, and return, 
with the flowing tide. The permiffion wa.? made public. 



ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION 


•’,6 

WedncfJay the 15th, between three and four o’clock in the 
morning, the weather being calm and cloudy, about 50 finall ca- 
noes, with Lamuti, Yakut!, and a few Ruflians, went out to fea, 
and returned with the tide at noon, driving before them an im- 
menfe number of the fea-duck, called Turpan. When they were 
got into the bay of Kuchtui, about a mile from its dilcharge into 
the fca, they were furrounded by more than 200 canoes, drawn 
up in a regidar line, forming a crcfccnt. Thus inclofed, the tide’ 
left them in about fix inches water, and all the canoes were 
aground. A fignal officer (the policy mafter) appointed by the 
commandant gave the word for a general attack, when a feene of 
the moll whimfical confulion enfued. Men, women, and chil- 
dren, plunged in an inftant into the water ; fome armed with 
Ihort bludgeons, and others witli firings and nets. While one 
knocked on the head ail that came in his or her way, others of 
the fame party ftrung or netted them, all hurly burly, huddling 
over each other. No field of battle is fubjetSt to Inch a variety 
of incidents and tranlitions. An ill-diredcd blow fometimes lights 
on the hand of a friend, inftcad of the head of the foe. Sud- 
denly the fhrieks, Icolding, and f\j/caring of the women, and 
wrangling among ail, change to peals of laughter and merriment ; 
and the fupplication of tlic ducks, and the noife of myriads of gulls 
hovering about, form the ftrangcll medley of founds, perhaps, that 
were ever heard. The women caught by far the greater quan- 
tity ; and the whole number deftroyed amounted to more than 
fix thoufand five hundred. 

f 

The Turpan is as large as a domcftic duck. The neck fliort j 
the bill black, fliort, and narrow, with a callous knob on the 
noftrils. The feathers black, with dark grey fpots. Tliey moult 
all the quill feathers at once, and confequently cannot fly ; being 

driven, 
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driven, therefore, into (hallow water, they are prevented from 
effeding their efcape by diving, and become an eafy prey. They 
tafte very filhy, but make an agreeable change of food for the poor 
inhabitants. When falted and fmoke dried, they are efteemed an. 
excellent whet, with a dram, before dinner. 

In the evening, a merchant’s veflel, belonging to Grigory She- 
likoff, under the command of Yefftrat DclarefF, a Greek, arrived 
from the Aleutan iflands, and the north-weft coaft of America, 
laden with furs. He left Ochotfk in the month of July 1781 j 
arrived on the loth Auguft at Bering’s ifland, where he pafled 
the winter ; the fccorid winter he fpent at Oonalaftika ; the 
winter of 1783 at Prince William’s Sound, and the years 1784 
and 1785 at Unga, an illand off Alakla. 

Captain Billings’s iiiftriuftions recommended his travelling from 
Ochotfk in the tranfport veflel to Izfliiga ; to crofs the country of 
the Tflrutfki, and defeend the river Omolon to the Kovima ; but 
it appeared not pradlicable for more than two or three in company 
to go this road, which was rendered ftill more uncertain, owing 
to the natives being on a doubtful footing of friendfhip with the 
Ruflians. This intelligence was confirmed by reports to Govern- 
ment brought by the tranfport veflel that arrived on the 8th 
inftant. 

Major ShmalefF, now in this town, was the commanding offi- 
cer at Izfhiga, or Izhiginfk, where he was efteemed to a degree 
of adoration by the favage neighbours, when a Lieutenant Polo- 
foff was fent thither to fuperintend the difcipline of the few fol- 
diers in the garrifon. This man preferred feveral fccret charges 
againft the major, who was in confequence ordered to the go- 
vernment 
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vcrnment city of Irkutfk to anfwer tliem ; but illnefs has pre- 
vented his going farther. 

The Tfhutfki and Koriaki, arriving at I/diiga after his de- 
parture, made inquiries after their old friend. Receiving no 
fatisfa£lory accounts, liowevcr, and not meeting with the treat- 
ment that they were accuftomed to, they refufed the payment of 
their tribute to the new officer, who infulted and threatened them. 
They therefore left the place in the night in great dlfgufl:, vowing 
revenge againft the deftroycr of their proteftor, as they called 
ShmalelF. 

The very heavy complaints on all fides againft Polofofi’ induced 
the chancery of the Port of Ochotlk, under whofe jurifdiftion Iz- 
fliiga ftands, to order him away with the tranfport veflel fent there 
laft fpring, and to leave the command of the place to a ferjeant ; 
whofe reports foon arrived, reprefenting the neceffity of Major 
Shrnaleff’s return to fet matters to rights, and appeafe the wrath 
of the favages, who would not permit a Ruffian to go among 
them. 

PolofofT went immediately to irkutfle, and, having fpent all his 
money, infinuated himfelf into the acquaintance of Captain Bil- 
lings, who, on a fuggeftion of the governor’s, that he might be of 
fervice, engaged him in the expedition, and brought him back to 
this place. 

An old man now reliding in this town, a native of the Kovima, 
Lobafheff, who has accompanied feveral expeditions to the Icy 
Sea, reprefented an cafy way to the Kovima by the Amicon, and 
offered to guide Captain Billings ; affuring him, that the roving 

Tungoofe 
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Tungoofe on the road would put him to rights ihould he err. 
The Lamuti or Tungoofe here confirming this intelligence, the 
refolution was taken ; and on the 2 2d July Captain Billings de* 
manded 93 horfes for his conveyance, with baggage, &c. On the 
25th, a courier was difpatched to the Amicon to procure a change 
of horfes. 

On the 27th, the laft of our parties arrived from Yakutlk, with 
the baggage in pretty good condition. 

On Thurfday the 30th of July, the commandant of this port 
(Lieutenant-Colonel KozlofF Ugreinin) prefented an official pa- 
per to Captain Billings, reprefenting the variance between the 
Ruffians and the natives near the fort of Izfhiginfk, and recom- 
mending Major Shmaleff (now here on account of the falfe repre- 
fentations made by Lieutenant Polofoff), to be fent to Izffiiga, on 
the part of the expedition, to regain the friendftiip of the Tlhut- 
Iki and Koriaki. 

Major Shmaleff, on application, immediately offered to go, 
with great affability, and in full confidence of fuccefs. He is near 
60 years of age ; rather above fix foot high, and very ftout j but 
has been fome time ill, and is Itill rather infirm. His dilpofition 
is mildnefs and good nature itfelf ; and no man in the world ever 
bore a. better charadter. He offered to fail with the tranfport 
veffel now ready for Izffiiga ; and was diredted to fecure two in- 
terpreters and two Coffacks of the Izffiiga command, and, after 
pacifying the natives, to proceed to Virchni Kovima, and join us 
as foon as poffible ; which, he faid, he fuppofed w ould be about 
next March. He was fupplied with money for his expences, 
and trii^ets for prefents. 


Captain- 
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Captain-Iiieutenant Hall now received directions to ruperiii*- 
tend the building of (hips here, inftead of Captain-Lieutenant 
SaretfliefF, who was ordered to accompany us. He departed with 
Mr. BakofF and the party for the Kovima on the ift Auguft ; 
Captain Billings, with Dr. Merck, Mr. Roheck, myfelf, and a 
few attendants, meaning to follow in two or three days : but be- 
fore I leave this j)lace, I beg leave to lay before the reader the 
following account of its fituation. 

z 

The city of Ochotfk is in latitude 59^ 19' 45", longitude 145' 

• 

16' ; built on a neck of land five verfts long, and from 15 to 150 
fathom wide, and its dircdlion due eaft. It is chiefly compofed 
of laud, Ihingles, and drift wood, the whole thrown up by the 
lurf. The fea bounds it to the fouth, the river Ochot to the 
north, and its eftuary terminates the neck of land. The town 
occupies the Ipacc of about one vcril in length, contains 132 mi- 
ferable wooden houfes ; a church and belfry ; fevcral rotten 
ftorehoufes ; and a double row of fliops, badly (locked with 
handkerchiefs, filks, cloth, leather, and very bad trinkets ; hams, 
butter, flour, rice, &c. 

The air is unwholcfome in the extreme, as fogs, mills, and 
chilling winds, conftantly prevail, which fo much affed the pro- 
duds of the earth, that nothing grows within five verfts of the 
fea. Here Hunted and withered larch-trees commence fcantily ; 
they thicken at 10 verfts ; at 15 verfts a ridge of inconfiderablc 
mountains are crolTed, which feem to ftop the eflfeds of the fea 
air ; for trees become more lizeable, meadows not unfrequent j 
and a few indigent Yakuti live hereabouts, with a very fmall 
number of horfes and cows, chiefly belonging to the inhabitants 
of Ochotlkj who, except two priefts, and the oflicerji' of the 
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•courts of juftice, confifl of failors, Coflacks, and their families, 
the mofl; drunken fet I ever faw ; but, even in their exceifes, obe- 
<Jient, and never infnlting to their fuperiors. The feurvy rages 
lice with great violence, owing, perhaps, as much to want of 
attention and cleanlinefs in the inhabitants, as to the climate. 

Fifli is the chief food ; but the finny tribe appear late, the firfl 
glut of falmon afccnding the rivers at the latter end of June. Both 
men and women arc employed in the filhery, which they pradlife 
with a net about 20 feet long, and three or four broad ; one part 
funk with ftoues, while the other is kept afloat by pieces of the 
bark of poplar. The net is puflied into the river, by means of a 
long pole, wdiilc the filher Hands on the beach. One perfon foine- 
times has three nets, and catches during a tide from eight to twelve 
hundred. When filhing is over, they fit down on the beach, 
fplit the filh, and hang them up to dry for a winter’s flock for 
themfelves and their dogs, which arc ufed for draft, and each 
houfeholder on an average keeps twenty. 

Every fpring is a time of fcarcity of provifions j the dogs then be- 
come fo ravenous, that it is not uncommon for them to deflroy one 
another ; and the firfl horfes that arrive are generally torn to pieces. 

On our arrival, we dined with Mr. SaretchelF on cold roaft 
beef, which tafled fo filhy, that we thought it liad been bafled 
with train oil. In the afternoon we drank tea at the Command- 
ant’s : this alfo tafled of fiih ; and when I mentioned it to our 
hoft, he recommended the next cup without cream, which was 
very good. He told me, that the cattle had been fed for tl.e lafl 
ten weeks entirely upon the ofials of fiih, and that the cows ju-c- 
ferred dried falmon to hay. 

'The 
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The harbour is formed by the river Ochot, flowing from the 
weft and north-well into the fpacious Bay of Kuchtui, 14 verfts 
long, and about four wide; fliallow', and more than three- fourths 
dry at low w'ater. A river that gives name to the bay falls into 
its north-eaftern extremity under the Mariakan mountains. Thefe 
two rapid torrents, at their jundtion, are eontinually fporting with 
the banks, removing fome, enlarging others, and throwing up 
new ones : the beds of the rivers arc compofed of loofe pebbles, 
from about the fr/e of a pigeon’s egg to that of a fwan’s. The 
main channel of the Ochot is only navigable for fmall empty 
veflTels one mile upwards ; for in many places the depth is only 
one-half to tw'O and a half feet, or fix to eight feet at high water. 

The communication with the fca has the appearance of an ar- 
tificial cut 250 fathom wide, about 150 long, in a diredlion due 
fouth, and from fix to feven fathom deep : the current three to 
five knots ripling. The fudden check that the ftream receives from 
the fca is the caufe of a bank in the form of a crefeent, fouth fouth- 
weft, and weft, the diftance of a mile and half out : a bar continues 
to extend weftward, leaving a channel five feet deep at low water 
only, 30 fathom wide, but frequently fhifting ; and this is the only 
navigable paflage. A very violent furf conllantly breaks over the 
bar, and all along the fliore. At the time of the cquinodial gales, 
the fpray wets the houfes of the town, and feems to threaten the 
deftrudlion of the whole place. Shoal water continues out to 
fea ; and at the diftance of eight miles, the depth is only 10 fa- 
thom, with a bottom of loofe ftones, not compadl enough to hold 
an anchor againft even a moderate breeze of wind. 

Such is the pidurc of a place where we purpofe building two 
Slips of 260 to 800 tons burthen ! 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Departure from Ochotjk. — The 'Tungoofe deferibed.’^Amkon , — 
Turin Urach. — Zafnverjk. — Virchni Kovima. 

In the evening of the 3d of Auguft we left Ochotlk, and tra- 
velled about eight verfts, when we halted. Kopman, the boat- 
fwain’s mate, who fwam over the Belaia Reka to Captain Billings, 
in crofllng a fmall branch of the Ochot, which led to our halting 
place, fell from his horfc, and was drowned ; nor could we then by 
any means find his body. It was, however, difeovered a few 
days afterwards by a Yakut ; the head much bruifed, and a fowl- 
ing piece, which was flung over his (houlder, bent : probably in 
his fall he had got entangled with the horfe’s legs. The next 
day wc came to the fpot where our people were cutting timber, 
near Mundukan, a branch of the Ochot, in a grove of fizeablc 
larch. 

On the 7th, at noon, wc forded the Ochot, and arrived at the 
difeharge of the river Ark, among the fummer habitations of the 
Tungoofe, who treated us with berries, and the w’omen enter*- 
tained us with a dance. 

On the 9th we croflTed the Aglikit, on the borders of which, at 
the foot of a mountain called theOoyega, arc ten fummer huts in- 
habited by I’ungoofe. Captain Billings, dclirous of getting for- 
ward w'ith all poflible fpced, obtained from them 22 rein-deer, 
and halted the next day to refrclh our horfes ; the neighbourhood 

G 2 proih;cing 
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producing plenty of good grafs : wc arc here 200 verfts north 
north-weft of Ochot'fk. 

On the iith I received difpatches for Captain Lieutenant Be- 
ring, at Virchni Kovinia, defiring him to proceed from thence to 
Seredni, and coHe <5 timber to build three flbops for navigating 
the Icy Sea j if, upon enquiry, there appeared a probability of 
procuring wood j if not, to ftay at Virchni. 

Having with me the fhip-builder and my fervant, at three P. M. 
I left the party, mounted on a beautiful young rein-deer ; the 
faddle placed on its fhoulders, without flirrups ; no bridle, "but a 
leather thong about five fathom long tied round the head of the 
deer ; this is kept in the rider^s left hand, that he may prevent its 
efcape if he falls, and, when refrefhing, have a little fcope to fe- 
leS its food. A ftrong flick about five feet long aflifts the rider 
to mount ; though the Tungoofe, for this purpofe, ufe their bow j 
{landing on the right fide of the deer, they put the left leg upon 
the faddle, lean on the flick with the right hand, and fpring up 
with aftonifhing apparent eafe : we, however, could not cfFed it 
by any means without afliftance ; and, during about three hours 
travelling, 1 dare fay that we fell near twenty times. The top of 
the faddle is fquare and flat, projeding a few inches over the fides 
of the deer; the feat is fccured by drawing up the calves of the 
legs toward the- thighs, and clinging faft to the projedling parts of 
the faddle, which at firft caufes aftonifhing pain to the thighs : 
by the third day, however, I became a very .expert rider ; the 
fhipbuildcr could not manage it at all, and went for the moft 
part on foot; of courfe my travelling was not very expe- 
ditious. 
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On the 1 6th of Auguft we crofled a very lofty mountain, called 
the Oorakantlha, about half way up the afeent of which is a 
plain, with an extenfive lake. The paflage over this mountain 
is very difagreeable, up a ravine, down which a noify torrent 
takes its way among mafles of ftones, with tremendous overhang- 
ing rocks. We laboured twelve hours in crofling it,. and found it 
extremely barren, not producing a blade of grafs ; but in one 
place was a finall bed or two of mofs, where we refrefhed our 
deer for about a quarter of an hour. This is one of the Vircho 
Yanlki chain of mountains, remarkable for being the fource of the 
Ochot, Indigirka, lydoma, and Mayo rivers, and diftant from 
Ochotfk 415 verfts. I compute its fituation from the reckoning 
that I kept of courfe and time, latitude 62'^ to', longitude 144® 
caft of Greenwich. 

This chain has a direction nearly eafl and well, extending 
about two degrees north and fouth ; though fome branches ap- 
pear from the latitude of 61° to nearly 67° north. 

On the 17th I overtook the courier that was difpatched the 
29th of July from Ochotik, and foon difeovered that he had 
been making a trading trip among the Tungoofe. I therefore 
fent him to feek for horfes among the neighbouring Yakuti, 
agreeable to his orders* 


On the 20th I arrived at the Amicon, which is the name of the 
chief fource of the Ingigirka, on the borders of which are built 
two Rullian Irbas, inhabited by Coffacs, who are charged with 
the care of poft-horfes, or rein-deer, for travellers, this being the 
winter road from Yakutik to Ochotik.; latitude 63”^ 5', longi- 
tude 145®. 


8 
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This neighbourhood contains, within the circumference of 30 
verfts, about 20 inhabited Yakut huts. The face of the country 
is moderately level for about 90 verfts, interfperfed with mea- 
dows and groves of larch, poplar, afp, birch, and alder, with un- 
derwoods of black and red currants, dog-rofe, and rafpberry. The 
fituation is well calculated for the Yalcuti ; for, placed beyond the 
reach of intruding vifitors, they pafs their time in favage indo- 
lence, and, like the bears, their neighbours, are only roufed from 
their lethargy by the abfolute calls of nature, when they prowl 
about in queft of animals. The verges of the mountains that 
bound the plains are infefted with bears, lynxes, wolves, foxes, elks, 
deer, hares, fquirrels, and fome fables. The meadows fupport 
their immenfe numbers of cattle and horfes, and the ri,vers and 
lakes abound in ftlh and wild fowl ; fo that a trifling effort is 
fufticient to fupply every want that they arc fcnfible of. 

1 took leave of my Tungoofe and their rein-deer, and declare that 
I did lb with regret ; fori was now an adept in riding, and found 
them more eafy and agreeable than horfes ; but, above all, I was 
enchanted with the manly activity of my guides, their inde- 
pendence, and contentment. Satisfied with the limited produc- 
tions of nature, wdiere nature itfelf feems to forbid the approach 
of mankind, their aftoniflung fortitude, keeping in full force every 
lively fcnlation of the mind, and furmounting all difficulties, un- 
til they obtain the interefting object of their purfuit, infplred 
me with an ardent defire to participate in their dangers and de- 
lights. I pronounce them “ great Nature’s happy commoners 
for they are 

As frre as Nature fird form'd man, 

“ Kre tile bafe laws of fcrviiudc began, 

“ When wild in woods tlic noble fiivage ran," 
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The romantic defolation of the fcenes that frequently farrounded 
me, elevated my foul to a perfect convidion that man is the 
lord of the creation. I confidered the dependence of the inhabi- 
tants of great cities, neceflitated to fupply the luxurious, opulent, 
blit ftill more dependent, as the greateft and inofl: fubmiflive hu- 
mility that refinement can iinpofe upon man, checking his hofpi- 
tality, and baffling all his hopes of mutual and reciprocal enjoyment, 
which is the bafis of fociety, and the only fource of happinefs. 

The Tungoofe wander over an amazing extent of ground, from 
the mouth of the Amour to the Baikal Lake, the rivers Angara, 
or Tungoofka, Lena, Aldan, Yudoma, Mayo, Ud, the fea coafl 
of Ochotfk, the Amicon, Kovima, Indigirka, Alafey, the coaft of 
the Icy Sea, and all the mountains of thefe parts ; conrtantly on 
the look-out for animals of the chafe. They feldom relide more 
than fix days in one place, but remove their tents, though it be to 
the fmall diftance of 20 fathom, and this only in the lilliing fea- 
fon, and during the time of colleding berries in fuch folitary 
places as are far diftant from the habitation of Coflacs Here 
they leave their fupplies of dried fiih and berries, in large boxes 
built on trees or poles, for the benefit of themfelves and their 
tribes in travelling during the w’inter. Berries they dry by mix- 
ing them with the undigefted food [Hcben] out of the llomach of 
the rein-deer, making their cakes, w'hich they fpread on the bark 
of trees, and dry upon their huts in the fun or wind. 

They feern callous to the effeits of heat or cold ; their tents 
are covered with fliamoy, or the inner bark of the birch, 
which they render as pliable as leather, by rolling it up, and 

* They fay, that their tents coiitraA a difagrceablc fraell from remaining long in one place. 

keeping 
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keeping It for fome time in the fteam of boiling water and 
fmoke. 

Their winter drefs is the fkin of the deer, or wild flieep, drcficd 
with the hair on ; a bread-piece of the fame, which ties round 
the neck, and reaches down to the waid, widening towards the 
bottom, and neatly ornamented with embroidery and beads ; pan- 
taloons of the fame materials, which alfo furnilh them with fliort 
dockings, and boots of the legs of rein-deer with the hair out- 
ward ; a fur cap and gloves. Their fumracr drefs only differs 
in being fimple leather without the hair. 

They obtain fupplies of food from the Ruffian inhabitants of 
the Atnicon, Indigirka, Uyandina, Alafey, Kovima, Zalhiverfk, 
Ochotfk, &c. They are religious obfervers of their word, 
punctual and exa£t in traffic ; fome few are chridened ; but the 
greater part are Demonolatrians, have their forcerers, and facrificc 
chiefly to evil fpirits. 

An unchridened Tungoofe went into one of the churches at 
Yakutfle, placed himfelf before the painting of Saint Nicholas, 
bowed very refpedfully, and laid down a number of rich fkins, 
confiding of black and red foxes, fables, fquirrels, &c. which he 
took out of a bag. On being alked why he did fo, he replied, 
“ My brother, who is chridened, was fo ill that we expedted 
“ his death. He called upon Saint Nicholas, but would have no 
“ forccrer. I promifed, that if Nicholas would let him live, I 
“ would give him what I caught in my fird chafe. My brother 

recovered, I obtained thefe fltins, and there they are.” He 
then bowed again, and retired. 


They 
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They commonly hunt with the bow and arrow, but fome have 
rifle-barreled guns. They do not like to bury their dead, but 
place the body, drefled in its beft apparel, in a llrong box, and 
fufpend it between two trees. The implements of the chafe be- 
longing to the dcceafcd are buried under the box. Except a for- 
cerer is very near, no ceremony is obferved ; but in his prefence 
they kill a deer, offer a part to the demons, and eat the reft. 

They allow polygamy ; but the firft wife Is the chief, and is 
attended by the reft. I’he ceremony of marriage is a funple pur- 
chafe of a girl from her father ; from 20 to too deer are given, 
or the bridegroom works a ftated time for the benefit of the bride’s 
father. The unmarried are not remarkable for chaftity, A man 
will give his daughter for a time to any friend or traveller that he 
takes a likmg to j if he has no daughter, he will give his iervant, 
but not his wives. 

They are rather below the middle fize-, and extremely a^tve ; 
have lively fmiling countenances, with fmall eyes ; and both 
fexes are great lovers of brandy. 

I afked my Tungoofe, why they had not fettled places of refi* 
dence ? They anfwercd, that they knew no greater curfe than to 
live in one place, like a Ruffian, or Yakut, where filth accumu- 
lates, and fills the habitation with flench and difeafe. 

TTiey wander about the mountains, and feldom vifit fuch plains 
as are inhabited by the Yakuti ; but frequently refort to the fo- 
litary habitations of the Coflacs appointed to the different ftages, as 
they are there generally fupplied with brandy, needles, thread, and 

H fuch 
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I'uch trifles as arc reqiilfite among them and their women, who 
always accompany them in their wanderings. 

Auguft 20. Immediately upon my arrival at Amicon, 1 fent for 
five horfes fof my party and baggage, including one for the guide, 
and alfo begged that a change might be procured for the party 
with Captain Billings. I was informed, that a Sinboyarlk of 
Yakutik, who accompanied fomc of Siberakofi'’s contraded pro- 
vifions, had obtained two days ago 63 horfes ; and that upwards 
of 200 had been lately fent from this neighbourhood to aflift the 
party from Yakutfk under the command of Captain-Lieutenant 
Bering ; fo that but very few remained ; and I concluded that the 
party which I left would be but badly fupplied. 

On Friday the 21ft Auguft, at noon, I obtained five horfes, 
and proceeded on my journey. On the 23d, in the morning, I 
arrived at a place called Tarin Urach, an extenfive plain, replete 
with lakes and woods, the habitation of fcveral Yakuti. Here I 
found the Sinboyarlk from Yakutfk, with Siberakoff’s provifions. 
His name was Ivan YefimofF ; and he, with the inhabitants, per- 
fuaded me to float down the Indigerka on a raft, to the habitation 
of the Yakut prince, Nicolai SamfonoiF, where I could be fup- 
plied with horfes, and proceed on a good and ftrait road to Virch- 
ni Kovima. They alFured me, that it was the ihorteft road, not 
obftruifted either by rivers or mountains j and that fuch travellers 
as required but few horfes always took this route, which did 
not produce grafs enough for caravans, or great parties. 

I was oiFered four men to take me to the Yakut prince’s ; aild 
told, that, if I chofe it, they would get me two fmall rafts im- 

I mediately. 
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mediately. I agreed to this, and the next morning, at nine 
o’clock, embarked, made 70 verfts by dark, and pitched my tent 
in a wood near fome tremendous rocky mountains. The night 
was windy and rainy ; and the howling of wolves at no great 
diftance prevented our getting much fleep. In the afternoon of 
the 26th, we arrived in the neighbourhood of the prince’s habi- 
tation, to which we walked, and found him extremely drunk ; 
fo that it was with difficulty I obtained two IioiTes to fend for 
my baggage. 

The next morning, at a very early hour, I awakened the prince, 
who apologifed for having been drunk, declared that he had no 
horfes at home, nor any man except an old fellow ; and that 60 
horfes and all his men had been fent about ten days ago to Cap- 
tain Bering’s party at the Momo. He told me, that the feafon 
was too far advanced for me to travel the road pointed out ; but 
that there was a probability of fuccefs on the way that Mr, Be- 
ring had taken from the river Momo, 

Friday the 28th, at nine o’clock in the morning, I obtained 
horfes, and immediately proceeded on my journey to the Momo, 
which we croffied on Sunday the 30th ; the country being gene- 
rally level, with abundance of brufli-wood. This morning we 
faw upwards of 20 hares, and arrived towards evening at the 
habitation of an unchriftened Yakut chief, named Choratin, a 
very hofpitable man, who faid that Captain Bering had pafled 
the Momo on the i6th, and loft feveral horfes in croffing the 
river; but that now this road was not palTablc, and no other 
way was left for me to go than through the town of Zafltiverfk, 
whither he would condu^ me himfelf. 

H 2 
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I was extremely forry to get fo much to the north- weft of the 
place of my deftination ; but, as there was no mode of avoiding 
it, I was compelled to fubmit. 

We profecuted our journey the next morning, and arrived at 
Zafhivcrfk on the 3d of September at noon. I made immediate 
application to the mayor (Mr. Samfonoff) for his affiftance, not 
only regarding my travelling the beft way, but wnth refpe£l to 
provifions, mine of every kind being completely exhaufted in the 
morning, and I hoped here to procure a fmall fupply. Mrs. 
Samfonoff gave me fomc tea, fugar, and bread, out of a very 
fmall flock of their own. They were very happy to fee a 
European, the firft (except a general in exile) that they had be- 
held for four years j and their behaviour was extremely polite 
and kind. 

This town contains one church, five ifba’s, or Ruflian houfes, 
and 2 1 huts, on a boggy point of land running into the Indigirka* 
The oppdfite fhores ar*e barren perpendicular mountains, pro- 
ducing in ravines here and there a flunted larch-tree, as deferibed 
in the annexed Engraving. Its fituation I compute in.latitude 
66 ^ 30' north, longitude 142® 10' eaft. The inhabitants confift 
of the mayor and his wdfe ; the captain of the ^ftri£t and. his 
wife, now refiding (for the fake of fiftiing) 40 verfts down the 
Indigirka; two priefts, brothers, and their attendants ; two writers; 
and all the reft are Coffacs. 

The mountains embay the town eaft, fouth, and weft ; fo that 
the fun is only vifible three hours and 30 minutes at this feafon ; 
from the 12th November till the 6th January O. S. it is hid, and 
the place is enveloped in night. 


On 
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Gn the 4th, at five P. M., we left Zafliiverfk upon the fame 
horfes that brought us, but with two guides. The next day we 
croffed the Indigirka at the ferry called Samondran, 40 verfts 
from the town. A little to the north of this place we obferved 
the branch of the Yirchoyaniki chain terminate by low and de- 
tached mountains ; the ArdUc flats fucceeded, which are very 
boggy, except here and there an elevated fpot producing a clufter 
of ftunted larch-trees, oziers, and alders ; the other parts are oc- 
cupied by an irnmenfe chain of lakes, all joining by narrow runs. 

On the 13th we arrived at three inhabited Ruflian ilba's on the 

river Uyandina, near its difcharge into the Indigirka, about the 

latitude 67'’ 45', and' longitude 148° 35'. Thefc people carry on 

a trifling trade with the wandering Tungoofc, and the Yakuti, 

that go in quefi: of mammont’s tufks, giving in return dried fifli, , 

and flour, with fome articles of drefs and ornament. 

% 

Near this place we recrolTed the Indigirka, and travelled nearly 
eaft to the Alafey mountain, which I eftimate in latitude 67° 8', 
longitude 153° 10' j from hence our road led nearly fouth j the 
country became more uneven, . and better wooded^ to Virchni 
Kovima, where I arrived on the 28th September, after fuflfering 
innumerable hardlhips in this< roundabout road, and being the 
laft 16 days without, either. bread or. fait, living merely on dried 
filh of bad quality. . 

Captain Billings had arrived on the 8th, and all his party a 
few days after him. Captain Bering was here only four days 
before him ; but part of his convoy were not yet arrived, though 
they left Yakutfk on the 16th of June. The glafs was now 18® 
below, the freezing point of Reaumur, and all the rivers were 
frozen over fufflciently to fupport horfes. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Meeting of the Command^ under circutnftanccs of di/Jicidly. — Re- 
fections, — Vift the Yukagirl. — Occupations on our return . — 

Virchni Kovimfoi and its Inhabitants deferihed. — CoJJacs. 

However happy I confidereJ myfdf on rejoining ray compa- 
nions, the profpeiH: that it opened to my view was truly melan- 
choly. No provifions had arrived, although the contractor’s time 
for the delivery was ftipulated at firtheft for the ift of Auguft. 
The flock that we had was infufficient for the road ; and the in- 
habitants, confiftlng of eight males, were in a miferable fituation 
themfelves ; for, not expedling fuch a number of vifitors, they 
had not made any preparation for them, and had only fecured a 
fcanty winter’s fupply of filh for their own ufe. To add to the 
general calamity, the rivers and lakes were now deftitute of fifh. 
The habitations were five half decayed ifba’s, and one extenfive 
hut, befides a chafovnoi (houfc of prayer), which neceflity 
compelled us to convert into barracks. Two earthen huts 
were immediately conftruded, one for our Izfhiga Coflacs, who 
wifhed to live together ; the other I took, with Meflfs. Main and 
Varonin, Two fheds alfo were eredled j one for our inftruments, 
&c. the other to ferve as a work-fhop for our fliipbuilders ; 
thefe were covered with fail-cloth. We alfo built a fmithy. 

Captain Billings fent all the horfes that he could collect to fetch 
in fuch provifion as might be found feattered about the roads and 
woods, by the falling of SiberakofF’s horfes, and at no great 
dlftance. 


On 
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On the 22d of Odober, the laft of the party, under Captain 
Bering’s charge, with baggage, &c. arrived, which increafed our 
number of working hands to 78, exclufivc of Yakuti. Every ar- 
ticle was more or lefs damaged, and many things were loft and 
left behind at different places, where the pack-horfes had died of 
fatigue and want of food. Soon, however, we were relieved by 
frequent arrivals of flour and butter. 

On the 26tli the fmithy was finiflied, and a travelling forge 
erected, which we had brought with us. Timbers were prepar- 
ing for building a veffel of 50 feet keel, and every thing going 
on with the greateft alacrity, although numberlefs difficulties were 
to be furmounted, and all hands reduced to a forry pittance of 
bread and fait. Notwithftanding all this, a fpirited and de- 
termined refolution exifted every where. The Yakuti within 
150 verfts fupplied horfes to drag the felled timber three verfts 
up the river Yafaftinoi to the flieds. Wiers were made and 
placed in the river to enfnare the finny fry ; but none made their 
appearance until the 29th, when 45 large nalime were caught, 
and the next day 60, which afforded great refrelhment. 

With the naonth of November the weather came in almoft in- 
fiifferably cold ; tiic thermometer indicated from 32° to 37° and 
41° below o of Reaumur; mercury proved of no ufe in meafur- 
ing the degrees of cold beyond 324° ; but our fpirit thermometer 
never froze. I (hall take the liberty to infert here our thermo- 
metrical remarks for eight days, with one of Mr, Morgan’s, filled 
with fpirits. 


Nov. 21. 
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Wind. 


Nov. 22. 

4 A. M. 

38 i S.W. 


6 

39i 


8 

39* 


12 M. 

3«i 


4 P.M. 

.39 s. s. : 


6 

39r 


8 

39 i 

Strong N. lights 

12 

40 

23. 

4 A. Iff. 

37^ 


6 

36 


8 

32 


12 M. 

.32 S. ti. 


4 P.M. 

3*1 


6 

3*1 


8 

30 i- 

Strong N. lights 

12 

33 

24- 

4 A. M. 

34 N. 

Light 

6 

35 

Airs 

8 A. M. 

3<5 


12 M. 

35 i 


6 P.M. 

35 

Strong N. lights 

12 

3<5 

25- 

4 A.M. 

34I: S.W. 


12 M. 

34j N.W. 


4 P.M. 

35 


6 

3^ 


8 

37 


12 

3» 

26. 

4 A.M. 

39 i S. E. 


8 

4°! 


12 M. 

4oi 


8 P.M. 



12 

4>: 

27. 

4 A.M. 

40I: N. £. 


6 

AOl 


8 

40 


12 M. 

38 


4 P.M. 

39 


3 

40 


12 

40- 


Light airs, 

9 ounces $f frozen in 2 hours, the 
earth, ice of the river, timber of 
the houfes, &c. cracking, with re- 
ports equal to that of a mulket. 

10 ounces of Mercury in a flopped 
phial froze in 2 \ hours. 

About ro o’clock the g in a flopped 
phial thawed. 

Little wind. 

Mercury frozen. 

N. B. About half an hour only ; dunng 
which time Mercury was not com- 
pletely thawed, and was.foon quite 
frozen again. 


Little wind. 
Ditto. 


Thick fog ; the earth and river crack- 
ing violently. 


Very light airs. 

Quite calm. 

At 9 A. M. a bottle fealed with 
Aftracan brandy (called here French 
brandy) expofed to the froft, thick- 
ened very much, but was not frozen. 


28. 
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mud. 


Nor* 3 $. 

4 A.M. 

37] £. N. £. 



8 

33 S. E. 



13 M. 

3 *i 

Mercurj thawed*. 


4 P.M. 

3 > 



6 

3 ®J 



8 

3 >l 



9 

32 i. 

At 10® 30'obfcrvcd Jf frozen* 


12 M. 

361 

At 33 *. 

29. 

6 A. M. 

38 i to 39® all day. 

30. 

6 A. M. 

ssi S.S.W. 

Little wind. 


8 

33 



12 M. 

3 »l 

Mercury thaw^. 


4 P.M. 

3 «i 



8 

32 



12 N. 

3 * . 



At 37® it was almoft impoilible to fell timber, which was as 
hard as the hatchet, except it was perfectly dry; and in the 
greateft feverity the hatchets, on ftriking the wood, broke like 
glafs. Indeed it was impoffibl'c to work in the open air, which 
compelled us to make many holidays much againfl our incli- 
nation. 

The efFedls of the cold are wonderful. Upon coming out of a 
warm room, it is abfolutely neceflary to breath through a hand- 
kerchief ; and you find yourfelf immediately furrounded by an 
atmofphere, ariling from breath, and the heat of the body, which 
inclofes you in a mill, and confifts of fmall nodules of hoar ice. 
Breathing caufes a noife like the tearing of coarfe paper, or the 
breaking of thin twigs, and the expired breath is immediately 
condehfed in the fine fubllance mentioned above. The northern 
lights are conllant and very brilliant ; they feem clofe to you, 
and you may fometimes hear them ihoot along ; they aflume an 
amazing diverfity of lhapes ; and the Tungoofe fay, that they are 
fpirits at variance fighting in the air. 

I 


Our 
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Our fifhing continued, but gradually decreafed after the firft 
four days ; and with the month of November the fiih nearly left 
us, reducing us again to bread and water. At times, indeed, a 
few were caught till the middle of December. 

We had now and then fupplies of flour arriving, and by the 
end of the year the quantity received amounted to 2042 poods ; 
but, not having ovens enough to bake bread for all hands, the ge- 
nerality of them ufed to boil the flour, and eat it with fifh-oil. 

Toward the end of the year the fcurvy made its appearance, 
though not in a dangerous degree, and affedling but a very final 1 
number. The cold increafed to 43°, which froze our Aftracan 
brandy. By Chriftmas, we had the keel laid of a veflel of 50 
feet, and relblved upon building another of 36 feet, with boats. 
The leather bags which contained our flour were appropriated to 
the purpofe of making a baidar ; there now exifting no probabi- 
lity of Siberakoff'’s delivering hides for that purpofe. 

Our working hands were increafed by 16 Coflacs from Neizflmi 
Kovima, fent by the commander of that place, making the num- 
ber 94, exclufive of oflicers. The poor horfes employed in drag- 
ging timber from the woods exhibited fuch a picture of mifery as 
perhaps never before exifted ; they were fed with brufh-wood 
and the tops of willows, having neither grafs nor hay. They 
feldom worked longer than a fortnight, then tired and died. 

Our only happlnefs was derived from general harmony among 
ourfelves, and a refolution to overcome every difficulty, to fecure 
the means of leaving this worft of all places in the world, as foon 
as the ice of the rivers ffiould break up, and afford us a paffage. 

Animated 
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Animated by this fplrit, notwithftanding the feverity of the wea- 
ther, every thing went on with amazing fuccefs. Our joy was 
increafed, by obtaining for the Chriftmas holidays a fupply of 
meat from fome Yakut chiefs who vifittd us ; and it was doubled 
toward the clofe of the year by a profpe<fk of better times. 

A man who rolls in affluence, and knows neither eares nor 
forrows, can hardly feel for thofe of others, and is of all people in 
the world the leaft qualified for pious deeds. Let him but vifit 
thefe regions of want and mifery ; his riches will prove an eye- 
fore, and he will be taught the pleafure and advantage of prayer. 
Let the advocates for the rights of man come here to enjoy them ; 
for this is the land of liberty and equality ! Nor will the Diredlory 
of the Great Nation, with all their great generals, ever poflefs it 
in perfedlion until they have reduced their country to the inde- 
pendent Rate of this part of the globe ; where a man fees and' 
feels that he is a man merely, and that he can no longer exift 
than while he can himfelf procure the means of fupport. 

Our diftrefs, and hopes of relief from the mercy of heaven, led' 
us one and all to devotion on the firft day of January 1787 : and 
never was a faft-day in England more devoutly pafTed in prayer 
for plenty ; for there never exiiled there, nor ever will, I hopej 
fuch a fcarcity. 

The Yakut chief who had fupplied us with horfes was this day 
rewarded for his attention and Ioffes, by the prefent of a filver 
medal, which was faftened about his neck with proper ceremony. 

We had the fun at this time three hours above the horizon, yet 
the cold by no means decreafed ; now and then,, however, we 

1 2 made 
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made a trifling cxcurfion, and were charmed with the appearance 
of partridges and hares, which induced us to fend out our jagers 
for the benefit of the community ; but they were not very fuc- 
cefsful. 

On the 14th of January Captain Billings propofed a viflt to the 
Yukagiri (who refide about 50 verfts from hence), to fee their 
manners and cuftoms, and procure a vocabulary of their language. 
He was accompanied by Dr. Merck, Mr. Robeck, our drawing- 
mafter, and niyfelf ; and wc wxre conveyed on narti * drawn by 
dogs. 

This method of travelling did not anfwer my expedation. We 
had 13 half-ftarved dogs to each fledge, which contained very 
little baggage j and I kept pace with them, walking the greateft 
part of the way on fnow-fhoes. We were nine hours on the 
road ; but about midway we made a halt to cat fome raw frozen 
falmon, which f tliought excellent, although it was the firft time 
that I had ever taken my fifh dreffed by a 30'’ froft ; nor had I 
any other faucc than fait and hunger. 

We arrived pretty late in the evening, and put up at the hut of 
the chief; a man fo remarkably flupid, that he could not tell us how 
many children he had till he called their names over, bending a 
finger to each ; and, after all, they were only five daughters and 
two fons. The whole number of inhabitants was 27 males and 
23 females, including children. 

After having taken a refrefhment of tea, with bread and butter, 
eight of the young women of the village came to entertain us 

• Thcfe arc a kind of long fltdges, very nanow and low. 

with 
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with fongs and dances to a ftrange inharmonious monotony of 
found ; and their adtion was an uninterefting difplay of their 
manner of hunting, ikinning, and drefling the Ikins of animals. 

The next morning we began to make our obfervations ; but 
found that all their old cuftoms were abolifhed, and that the race 
was almoft extindt. They call ihcmfclves Andon Domni, and 
are ignorant who gave them the name of Yukagir. They are in 
tribes, and, befides tiiis place of rcfidcncc, have villages near the 
eftuarics of the rivers Indlgerka, Yana, and Alafey. Their cuf- 
toms were like thofe of the Tungoofe, with whom they live in 
great friendlhip, and fome of the tribes intermarry. The whole 
nation comprifes only about 300 males, as wars with the Tfliut- 
fki and Koriaks have fwept olF great numbers, the fmall-pox ftill 
more ; and the venereal difeafe now feems engrafted among them, 
as if finally to eradicate the race. They refide at thefe habitations 
from the middle of December till the middle of February, while 
the w'eather is too fevere for the chafe j alfo in June and July, 
Wing the fifhing feafon. They frequent the fources of the Ko- 
vima and Yafaflmoi in queft of deer and wild beafts, which they 
float in rafts to their dwellings, or bring in narti with dogs. They 
fpeak Ruffian very well, which enabled me to take a good voca- 
bulary of their language. Their dreft is now the fame as the 
Ruffians of thefe parts : it was formerly like that of the Tungoofe, 
whofe tailors they fl:ill remain, embroidering the ornamental parts 
of their cloathing, for which they receive in return articles of 
Urefs, fkins, or furs. The Yukagiri call the Tungoofe Erpeghi. 

On the 18th January we returned to our dwellings, and found 
every thing going on with alacrity. We fet our coopers -to ftave- 
making, and began building boats and one baidar. 

*3 
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At the commencement of the month of February, the weather 
during the day began to be more moderate. On the 4th, wt 
fent a foldier to Seredni, or the Middle Kovima, to bake bread for 
the enfuing fummer ; and a cooper to Neizftni, to make calks ; we 
allb fent LobaHikojlF, a Coflac Sotnik well acquainted with thefe 
parts, to purchafe the meat of rein-deer of the inhabitants or 
wandering tribes about the Omolon j he was furniflied with fait 
to preferve it, and with money, tobacco, and trinkets, for the 
purpofe of barter. 

Not having any agent at Irkutfk for the purpofe of difpatching 
the articles that Hill remained to be forwarded to Ochotlk for the 
expedition, it was thought necelTary to fend Captain-Lieutenant 
Bering to fuperintend this bufinefs. He left this miferable place 
on the 1 2th February, and took commilHons from every officer 
for private fupplies of necelTaries, both of food and raiment. 

The feurvy gained ground upon our people, affeding their 
joints, and ccwitrading them, particularly the legs. A decodior^ 
of the Pinus Cembra was ufed, and alfo'fweetwart and quafs, and 
with fuccefs. 

In the month of March we had our velTeh in a great ftate of 
forwardnefs, and were warping planks for ffieathing. The days 
were pleafant, but the night-frofts continued from 20'’ to 32°. On 
the 1 2th day of the month the fnow-larks made their appearance, 
to my great joy, for they afforded me many a good dinner. 

On the ift of April, Captjun BiUings pitched his aftronomical 
tent. On the 8th, a Yakut arrived, with 14 finall calks of but- 
ter, which had wintered on the road j but brought no news of 

any 
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aJly more of SiberakofF’s contraded articles. We were now 
making fails ; and a rope- walk was at work by the 20th. 

On the 29th, fwans were obferved flying to the north j on the 
23d, gecfe ; on the 26th, ducks ; and toward the end of the 
month we obtained abundant fupplies ; among which, we now 
and then obferved a fmall-lized goofe quite white. The fcurvy 
entirely left us as foon as we returned to the ufe of folid food. 

The I ft of May, at four A. M. we had 22° of froft ; and at eight 
A. M. 23° of heat in the fun. Our people were now employed 
in caulking and preparing rigging for both veflels, and mak- 
ing oars and fweeps for the boats. Some hands were fent to 
(hoot birds, hares, &c. which were in great plenty, and not very 
ftiy. 

All appearances were now as favourable as they had lately 
been difcouraging ; and perfed health, good fpirits, and fatisfac- 
tion, appeared in every countenance ; when an accident, for the 
moment, threatened the worft of confequences. On the 14th, a 
little paft midnight, we were alarmed by a fire breaking out at 
the dwelling of our mechanic, only a few yards from the fpot 
where our veflfels lay on the ftocks, quite ready for launching ; 
and thefe were with the greateft difficulty faved. All the brandy 
that had hitherto arrived for the ufe of the expedition, which 
confifted of 51 ankers, and was depofited in a ftore-room adjoin- 
ing to the houfe, was confumed. This accident was caufed by 
the careleflhefs of the inhabitant, who had. made a fire-place in 
the entry clofe to the wooden wall, where he drefled his fupper, 
and left the fire burning. 


On 
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On the 15th, the ice of the river Yafalhnoi began to move, 
and the following day it floated with the ftream. 

On the 17th, we launched the larger veflel, and called her 
The Pallas^ as a mark of the refped we bore to the very learned 
Dod^or of that name, who was the ehief caufe of the expedition 
taking place ; though the original fuggefter of it was the Reve- 
rend William Coxe, A. M. F. R. S. author of “ An Account of 
the Ruffian Difcoveries between Alia and America,” and of many 
other valuable works, too well known to require mention in this 
place. 

The water of the river had rifen 12 feet perpendicular, and re- 
mained fo all the j8th. On the 19th, we launched the fecond 
veflel, which we named the Yafalhnoi, and the command of her 
was given to Captain-Lieutenant Saretlheff. The perpendicular 
rife of the water on the 21ft was 22 feet, even with the borders 
of the river ; and the next day it overflowed the Oftrog, and 
compelled us to retreat to the tops of our houfes, where we 
pitched our tents. The baidar and two boats were now finiflied, 
and, carrying all the materials in them from the ftore-houfes, we 
loaded our veflTels. The Pallas was cutter-rigged, and the Yafalh- 
noi had three lugs and a fore-fail. 

The perpendicular rife of the water on the 24th was 27 feet.- 
The face of the country refembled an immenfe lake, and fome of 
the tree tops appeared juft above the water. In the afternoon alt 
hands went on board. Mr. Main received the charge of fuch as 
were not required with us, and diredions to return to Ochotlk 
with all convenient hafte, to affift in conftruding the velTels 
there. 


Virchni 
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Virchni Kovimlkoi Oftrog is fituated on a boggy fpot, over- 
grown with willows and alder bulhes, bordering on the river 
Yafaflinoi, three verfts from its difcharge into the Kovima. Its 
latitude is 65'^ 28 ' 25" ; and longitude, by feveral fets of lunar 
obfervations, 153° 24' 30" eaft ; variation of two compafles 7® 
33' eaft. The number of buildings that it contains I have al- 
ready mentioned. The inhabitants are Goftacs, their wives, and 
attendants. 

A Coflac at Irkutfk is employed, by the governor and chief 
officers, in the moft contemptible drudgery, fuch as cleaning the 
ftable, fcowering the kitchen, making fires, &c. At Yakutfk he 
is of more conl'equence, and finds employment as tranflator and 
emiflary ; but is faithlefs, fly, and crafty. He lives in this part of 
the world like an independent chief, keeping Yakut labourers to 
aflift his wife in all domeftic drudgery, fiftiing, c itting wood, 
&c. Her particular province is to wait on her hufband, whom 
fhe affifts in putting on and pulling oflf his clothes, which fhe 
keeps in good repair ; fhe alfo dreffes his food and ferves it up ; and 
when he has made his meal, fhe fits down and eats with the reft of 
the labourers. 

Girls are frequently married to the Coflacs at the early age of 
twelve j and, as it is a flave that they want, it feems a matter of 
indifference to them whether fhe be Ruffian, Yakut, Tungoofe, or 
Yukager, provided fhe profeffesthe Greek faith. Both fexes feem 
incapable of forming any tender attachment ; the women arc 
very inconftant to their hufbands ; and the worft of diforders is 
deeply-rooted among them and all their neighbours, having been 
introduced by Pavlutfki and his followers, who were fent hi- 
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ther to fubdue the TIhutIki, and communicated this diforder to 
all the other tribes. 

The lordly Coflac is only to be roufed from his indolence by 
an order from his fuperior; and then he curfes his fate, which 
has placed him under the control of others. Thefe lad of man- 
kind, unworthy of the name, thefe hardly animated lumps of 
clay, exert the moft favage barbarity over their wives, children, 
animals, and the poor neighbouring tribes whofe miferable lot it 
is to pay tribute to them, or to be under the leaft obligations, 
either by drinking a glafs of brandy, taking a leaf or two of to- 
bacco, or in any other way. They receive annual fupplies of 
articles that are neceflary, ornamental, or luxurious, from the 
traders at Yakutik, to fupply the different tribes with ; rendering, 
in return, furs and mammont’s tulks. Their chief endeavour with 
thefe wanderers is, to get them indebted for any article that 
they may Hand in need of, or to procure the receipt of a trifling 
prefent (which in honour they muft return with one more valu- 
able) ; but if they once get in debt, then they are perfecuted to the 
utmoft, and are frequently neceflitated to leave a man to work, 
or a woman, perhaps a daughter, as fecurity for the payment. 

I have here (ketched a faithful pidure from the very men who 
are fent hither to explain to the natives the beneflts arifing 
from the Chtiftian faith, and to fet an example of loyalty and 
obedience. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Departure from Vircbni Kovima, — Seredni Kovima, — Inhabitants of 
the River Omolon, — Nei^ni Kovima. — Sbalauroff's Winterin^-^ 
place. ^Laptieff* s Mayak. — The Pallas confccrated^ and Captain 
Billings advanced in rank, — Pajfage much annoyed by Ice,—“ 
Spiral Bay. — Wolves' Bay. — Barranoi Kamen. — Captain Bil- 
lings refolves on declining any farther attempt to proceed^ and the 
Command returns to Neis^ni Kovima, 

JVT AY the 25th, at feven o’clock in the morning, we left Virchni 
Kovima Oilrog, and falling down the Yafalhnoi, entered the river 
Kovima about eight. 

It is impoffible to give any defcription of this part of the river, 
becaufe the fliores and iilands were overflowed. Its diredlion, 
however, is nearly north -eaft, and the navigation was rendered 
extremely difficult, owing to the current in many places fetting 
with great rapidity into the woods. 

We arrived at Seredni Kovima on the 28th, at nine o’clock in 
the evening. This oftrog contains 15 ifbas and a church ; the 
inhabitants, though of the fame clafs as thofe at Virchni, are better 
circumftanced, and much more induftrious, cleaner, and healthier 
in their appearance ; which I attribute to the fpirit of emulation 
that they poflefs from the adivity of the prieft, who, like a good 
fliepherd of his flock, attends them to their different fifliing-places 
at the various feafons of the year, and prefides over the divifion ; 
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upon which occa/ion, however, though he were not pre/ent, there 
would not exift any dilputes. Fifh are fo extremely numerous, 
that, had not the feverity of the weather in winter prevented any 
communication, we might have received ample fupplies at Virchni 
from hence. 

This place is fituated in latitude 67” 10' 14", longitude, by 
time-keeper, 157° 10' ; variation of two compalTes gave the mean, 
9° 19' eaft. 

Here we finiihed an anchor, which was begun at Virchni j but 
the fwell of the rivers prevented our proceeding with it ; we 
alfo took in a ftock of iiih and bread. 

The weather was very variable upon our arrival, with a 
fouth-weft wind, and extremely hot. But it foon Ihifted to the 
north, and on the 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th of June, we had 
froft and fnow, with 4, 5, and 6° below o of Reaumur at nights ; 
during the day-time the thermometer indicated o, and one degree 
below it. 

The river Kovima was not yet within its limits ; but on the 
1 ith we profecuted our voyage. The eaftern bounds of the river 
are broken perpendicular mountains, producing in ravines a few 
very ftunted larch-trees. The weftern fhores are low, and in fome 
places ftill overflowed ; but here and there an elevated fpot pro- 
duces a clufter of very thin and low larch-trees. Our veflTels were 
frequently carried aground on the overflowed iflands ; but, by 
fending out a fmall hawfer into the main channel, and taking into 
the long-boat a few bags of flour, we got ofii Such accidents aa 
thefe, with contrary winds, prevented our arrival at the Omolon 
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fummer-huts (fix in number, oppoSte the river of the fame name) 
before the i6th in the morning. Thefe huts are .350 verfts from 
Seredni, and were ereded for the purpofe of fifhing, during the 
month of June only, by the inhabitants of the river Omolon, who 
are exiles, and the only people of thefe parts that have European 
countenances. They are in number nine males, the youngeft 50 
years 0/ age, and about 12 females. They were emancipated by 
an adl of grace about ten years ago, and pay a head-money equal 
to the Siberian peafants. Their employment is Bihing, feeking 
the tufks of the mammont, and hunting animals about the neigh- 
bourhood. They trade with the Koriaki and wandering Tun- 
goofe ; they are, however, very poor, and pretend to be more fo 
than they really are, to evade making prefents to the collec- 
tors, &c. 

At thefe folitary huts we found Major ShmailefT, with two in- 
terpreters for the Tfliutfki and Koriak dialers. He has com- 
pletely fettled all difputes, and reconciled the above two nations 
with the Ruffians. They received him with great kindnefs, and 
aflured him that they would affift the Expedition to the utmoft 
of their abilities, and meet him on the fea-coaft near the Tffiaoon 
next fummer. The Major brought with him a very great fupply 
of dried deer’s meat, which we took on board. He embarked in 
the Yafaffinoi ; and we took the interpreters, Dauerkin and Kobe- 
leff, into the Pallas. 

The next day, being the 17th June, we profecuted our voyage, 
and arrived on the 19th at the Oftrog Neizffini Kovihia, on an 
extenfive ifland. Here are about 70 houfes, and a church ; alfo 
an oftrog, inclofing government ftore-houfes, &c. in a fquare of 
compa^ palifadoes eight feet high, with four entrances each, 
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fupporting a tower. Thefe oftrogs are for keeping prifoners in, 
and alfo to ferve as places of defence, being pierced with fmall 
holes to point a mufket through, and thick enough to repel a 
fhot from the rifle-guns of the wandering tribes ; latitude 68® 
17' 14", longitude 163® 17' 30"; variation 14° 14' eaft. 


We took in a little faked deer^s meat, left the Yafaflinol to un- 
dergo fome alteration in her rigging, and gave the prieft orders to 
come in her as far as to the difcharge of the Kovima, to confecrate 
the velfels, and to adminifler the oath to Captain Billings ; who, 
according to the mandate of her Imperial Majeky, was to declare 
himfelf a Captain of the fecond rank upon his arrival in the Icy Sea. 

On Saturday the 19th June, at half-pak fix in the afternoon, 
we weighed anchor, with a moderate breeze from the fouth-eaft. 
The waters were much abated j the depth of the river was 1 2 fa- 
thom ; its width three miles ; and its diredlion about north-eak. 
Thirty-five miles below Neizflini we obferved the lak tree j brufli- 
wood continued a little farther. 

On the 2oth, at nine A. M. we arrived off the place of Shalau- 
rofT s wintering in 1 762 j confiking of a large kore-houfe and 
double dwelling-houfe of wood in decay, under inconfiderable 
mountains, compofed of flate and quartz, covered with mofs; 
great quantities of drift wood lying on the Ihore. The produc- 
tions of the earth are willow and birch bulhes about eight inches 
high, and the dikance about 80 verks from Neizkini. Captain 
Billings, Dr. Merck, and I, went on Ihore, and colleded a few 
plants ; as wolfibane, a wild vetch (the root of which is the fiip- 
port of the marmot), tanzy, and a fpecies of rock fern (the leaves 
not exceeding three inches in length, with an aromatic take, and 
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pleafant fmell). Here we lay at anchor three hours. At three 
quarters paft twelve we proceeded, the depth of the river de- 
creaiing gradually to one fathom. At five P. M. we again came 
to anchor, and fcnt out a boat to find the proper channel ; the 
Ibundings varying much, fix, feven, eight, and ten feet, deepening 
to feven fathom. At eight we again weighed, and found the 
width of this branch of the river 12 miles. 

Notwithftanding our navigation was impeded by (hallows at 
the difcharge of the river, where we frequently got aground, we 
cleared all of them about midnight, and call anchor oppofite Lap- 
tiefi” s Mayak *, five miles from Ihore, in four fathom water : 
fand-banks prevented our nearer approach. 

On Monday the 21ft June, at two A. M., Captain Billings took 
his aftronomical tent on (hore ; and our naturalift, Mr. Robeck, 
and I, accompanied him. We could not get within two miles of 
the Mayak on account of the (hoals, which compelled us to land 
in a bight two miles and a half more to the eaft. On rowing to- 
wards (hore in a fmall boat, we got the Pallas’s hull down, and 
(hortly after (he difappeared ; increafing our diftance, (he was 
again feen, hull, rigging, &c. feeming of an immenfe fize, and 
confiderably above the horizon. The weather was rather hazy, 
and the fun obfeured. 

This morning we walked acrofs the head-land to the buildings 
in the next bight, which confift of three i(ba’s adjoining each 
other under a hill j upon which is a pyramidical building 25 feet 
high, fupporting a crofs, bearing the infeription “ Shalauroff, 
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1762.” The huts were built by LaptiefF and his company in 
1739. Where he wintered, at a fmall diftance, is a crofs bearing 
an illegible fuperfcription ; and a ftage, about ten feet high, co- 
vered with earth, upon which they made fignal fires. The fhores 
are covered with drift wood. This is the refort of different tribes 
for the pe!lfi,'or ftone fox ; and numbers of falls, or traps, are 
placed in different parts. We obferved tlie traces of wolves, and 
in the afternoon two approached very nigh to our tents. Two 
dogs gave chafe to them, but were not equal in fpeed. — Hazy 
and mifty weather. 

On Tuefday the 2 2d, at eight P. M. the Yafafhnoi arrived, and 
caft anchor about 100 fathom fouth-weft of the Pallas; hazy and 
mifty weather continuing. At midnight flying clouds ; and at 
intervals the fun vifible. 

On Thurfday the 24th, at four A. M., we ftruck the aftrono- 
mical tent, without having been able to take a Angle obfervation, 
owing to thick weather. At nine o’clock we went on board; Cap- 
tain-Lieutenant SaretfhefF and Major ShmaileflT accompanied the 
prieft to the Pallas, which veffel he confecrated, and after fervice 
adminiftered the oath to Captain Billings for his advanced rank. 
At eleven he returned in his boat to Neizfhni, and Captain Bil- 
lings fent difpatches to the Governor-General of Irkutfk, with 
others to be forwarded to St. Peterfburg. 

At noon we weighed anchor with a gentle breeze at fouth 
fouth-weft, fhaping our courfe north north-eaft, the depth vary- 
ing from one and one-fourth to three fathoms^ and keeping a boat 
ahead employed in founding. At fix P, M, we faw the firft ice 
floating near the veflfel ; immediately after, the wind fhifted to 
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north by eaR, bringing a very thick fog. We came to anchor in 
four fathom, about four miles from (hore. The Yafalhnoi an- 
chored aftern. 

On the 25th, at ten A. M., a moderate breeze Ipringing up from 
the north-weft, we again weighed, and flood to tHe north north- 
caft, the atmofphere very foggy. At eleven faw great quantities 
of ice to the north ; at five P. M. were quite furrounded with 
ice ; foundings feven fathom, fand and clay. At fix the ice com- 
pelled us to ftand-in for fliore, having run about eleven miles 
north-eaft. At eight, being about a quarter of a mile from fhorc, 
off a fmall bight, caft anchor in two fathom water. We faw four 
black bears on the beach, manned our jolly-boat, and fent our 
chafers after them ; but in vain. At ten Captain Billings took his 
aftronomical tent and apparatus on fliorc. 

All the 26th was hazy and wet ; great quantities of ice floating 
and collecting to the north-eaft. Mifty weather continued all the 
27th ; and, on account of ice gathering about the veflel, at nine 
P. M. we hauled her clofe into a fmall bight in feven feet water ; 
but were obliged at eleven P. M. to weigh, and ftand away to 
the weft, the only paflage open. We had a gentle breeze 
from the north-weft, which, frelhening on the 28th, brought ice 
about us. We hauled about five miles weft, and, getting int^o a 
fnug bight, dropped anchor. On account of fpiral rocks on the 
top of the mouhtains that bound the bay, we called this place 
Spiral Bay. At noon we had a fight of the fun; and, having 
fent for our tent and inftruments from our laft anchoring-place, 
obferved the latitude to be 69*^ 27' 26 ", longitude, by time-keeper, 
*67° 50' 30", 
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We had calms and variable light winds, with thick weather^ 
till the I ft of July at noon, when we again weighed, the weather 
being hazy, with a frefti eafterly breeze, keeping as near the eaft 
as pollible. At eight P. M. Captain Billings refolved to Ihape 
his courfe north, to fee how the ice was in that diredion. 
We obferved that the current carried us two points weft, and 
our foundings gradually increafed from four to 15 fathom. At 
midnight our rigging was covered with ice, the thermometer,, 
about feven feet above the fea, indicated one-half above the freezing 
point. Thick fog ftill prevailed. 

At two A. M. on the 2d, we got among very thick detached 
pieces of ice j which increafing upon us, our depth decreafed to- 
nine and feven fathom. Wore (hip, and bore away to the fouth,. 
having loft fight of the Yafafhnoi in the fog at ten laft night. 
The ice was not fo compact as to prevent our going farther ; and 
from our fhoaling water, I was inclined to think that we fttould 
foon fall in with either the continent or fome ifland ; I therefore 
wifhed that Captain Billings would have continued his northern 
courfe. The wind blew frefti j but the quantities of ice kept the fea 
down, and the water was quite finooth. He was fearful of being 
entirely hemmed in, and was under ferious apprehenfions for the 
fafety of the Yafaftinoi, which was a fmall flight-built lugger. At 
eight A.M. we got clear, and obferved that the fog hovered 
over the ice only. At noon we came into a pretty deep bay 
(which we named Wolves’ Bay, from our feeing feveral of thofe 
animals on the mountains); and, dropping anchor, lent three 
failors on Ihore, with dire^ions to proceed to the next wefterm 
promontory to look out for the Yafaftinoi, and make a fignal>^ 
fire. 


On 



TO THE EASTERN OCEAN, &c. 


75 


On the 3d of July, at four P. M., we weighed, with a moderate 
fouth*eaR breeze, and flood oS* and on three hours for the Tailors 
on {hore ; when, the wind veering to north-eaft, we again came 
to anchor near the fame place. At midnight we had Hying 
clouds, the fun was viAble, and a beautiful rainbow was feen in 
the fouth. 

On the 4th, at five A. M., the failors returned on board, and 
faid that they had walked to Cape Kovima, where they made a 
fignal-fire, having feen the Yafaflinoi at anchor about ten verfts 
off. She fent her boat on fliore to inquire after the Pallas, and at 
fix P. M. came along-fide. 

On the 5th, at four A. M. again weighed anchor with a weftcr- 
ly breeze ; and, on account of drifting ice, with difficulty made 
about 14 miles eafiward by three A. M. the fixth, when we again 
came to anchor. At noon we got an obfervation for the latitude, 
which proved 69'^ 27' 43" ; longitude, by time-keeper, 168° 29'. 
Variation of four compaffes gave the mean 17® 12' 30" eaft. 
We now fent the boat on fhore to haul the feine, and caught 
about 300 herrings ; we had tried in Wolves’ and Spiral Bays, 
but without any fuccefs. 

On the 7th, at feven A, M., an officer was difpatched with a 
boat round the next promontory, called Barannoi Kamen, to 
examine the ftate of the ice. At nine in the evening he re- 
turned, and reported that the ice was compaift to the very fhore, 
leaving no kind of paffage. Captain Billings walked round the 
promontory, and found the ice as the officer had ftated. He faw 
an immenfe number of geefe on a lake, and found two mammont’s 
tulks i one of which weighed 3 poods I7t lb., or 1 15 lb. Engliffi 
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weight ; the other was much fmaller. Mr. BakofF was fent with a 
few hands to the lake to endeavour to obtain fome wild geefe. 
They proved to be in a moulting ftate, and he colleded in a Ihort 
time 98, with wdiich he returned to the velTel. While on Ihore, 
he faw fcveral rein-deer, but could not fhoot any. 

All the 8th, we had calms and variable light airs. On the 
9th, at two P. M. a moderate breeze fprung up from the north- 
eaft, which brought down upon us great quantities of floating ice, 
and made us feck Ihelter by weighing and failing wellward. 
At four P. M. both fun and moon were at times vifible ; and 
Captain Billings took an obfervation for the longitude ; but, 
flying clouds conftantly obfeuring one or both, it could not 
be exaA, although it pretty nearly agreed with our time-keeper j 
it proved 167° 57' 40", and might err, perhaps, one way or 
the other, a few miles. We anchored in Wolves’ Bay on the 
loth, at eight P. M., and remained till three A. M. on the 17th, 
when we again attempted to go to the north-eaft with a moderate 
north north-weft breeze, keeping as near the coaft as convenient. 
We palTed immenfe fields of ice, which obliged us to come to 
anchor clofe in-fhore, after having run about 14 miles. 

On the 1 8th, we ereded a crofs on an eminence. The next 
day, at nine A. M,, obferving the fea more clear of ice, we weighed 
with a gentle north-weft breeze, fliaping our courfe along the 
coaft north-eaft. Obferving a crofs on Ihore, we fent to learn 
the infeription, which was only “ 1762.” About four P. M. we 
paflTed Barannoi Kamen, and got among pretty large detached 
pieces of ice, on one of which we caught a ftone fox. We alfo 
few two or three feals, and with a boat-hook caught one lleeping 
on the water. The weather was hazy ; and, the wind frelhening, 
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by ten P. M. we made 30 miles. The latter part of the time the 
ice increafed about us, and fome of it was eight foot above the 
water. Our depth was I'o, 1 1, and 1 2 fathom. At eleven o’clock 
Captain Billings thought his Atuation dangerous ; he therefore 
tacked, and ftood back again, making a fignal for the Yafafhnoi 
to do the fame. At noon, we came to anchor clofe in-lhore off 
Barannoi Kamen, which promontory we had paflcd 15 miles, 
being about half-way to the next point of land, called by Shalau- 
roff Pefoflmoi Muis, and which is the fouth-weft cape of the 
Tfliaoon Bay. 

On Tuefday the 20th July, at fix o’clock in the morning. Cap- 
tain Saretflieff came on board the, Pallas, in confequence of a 
mefiage fent him ; when Captain Billings informed him, that he was 
refolved to give up all thoughts of any further attempt, and meant 
to return to Neizflini Kovima as foon as the wind would permit. 

On the 21ft, at noon, we got a fight of the fun from on board : 
the latitude proved 69° 35' 56"; longitude, by time-keeper, 168° 
54, Barannoi Kamen bearing fouth, diftant three miles. Pefofli- 
noi Muis eaft, diftant 30 miles. Variation of the compafs 17° 
40' eaft. 

A frelh breeze from the weft continued, with ice drifting to 
the eaft with the current, which now fet at the rate of three miles 
uniformly eaft, till midnight of the 25th July ; when we obferved 
the current fetting in the fame diredlion at one mile, with little 
wind from the north-weft, which fliortly after veered to the north- 
eaft. Till this time we found the water frcfti enough to drefs 
food,' and fometimes quite frefh. With the north-eaft wind, we 

obferved 
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obferved the current fhift to the weft, and the witter hecam^ 
fait : we faw feveral feals, fome fmall whales called the Bel- 
luga, and one whale of a moderate fize ; circumftances which 
induced me to think that we now might gain a paflagc. Mr. 
Saretiheft’ was firmly of my opinion, and offered to attempt it in 
our open baidar with fix hands, meaning to fleep on fliorc every 
night. The poffibility of fuccefs was fiirther confirmed by Mr. 
Shmaileff ; but was not agreed to by Captain Billings, who took 
the fignatures of the officers in teflimony that it would be more 
prudent to return to Neizfhni Kovima. We experienced a con- 
ftant fucceffion of fnow, rain, and fogs; and the thermometer 
varied from the freezing point to 4° above it ; nearer ffiore 8 ’ and 
7°. At feven o’clock in the morning of the 26th we weighed anchor, 
and ftood away to the weft for the river Kovima ; and, after en- 
countering fome difficulty in getting over the flats at its eftuary, 
arrived on the 29th July, at eight o’clock in the morning, at 
Neizfhni, delivering up the veffels and ftores to the commander 
of the place. 

To conclude the detail of this ffiort excurfion, I ffiall fubjoin 
the following remarks : The coaft of the Icy Sea is moderately 
high, formed by projefting promontories and fliallow bays, ex- 
pofed to every wind except the fouth. The mountains are co- 
vered in different places with fnow ; which melting, produces 
fmall torrents rulhing into the fea. They are compofed of gra- 
nite, quartz, and a hard black ftone ; and produce mofs; a kind of 
vetch, the root of which is edible; creeping willow; and birch, not 
exceeding ten inches in height. The fhores are covered with 
drift wood nearly to Barannoi Kamen, but no farther eaft. Along 
the ffiore are numerous remains of huts, and places where fires 

2 have 
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have been, which, in all probability, have been made and left by 
different hunters. 

The quadrupeds that we faw were rein-deer, pretty numerous ; 
bears, but none white ; wolves, foxes, ftone fox, wild iheep, and 
the whiftling marmot. The birds were, gulls of feveral forts, 
ravens, hawks, black* headed buntings, fnow-larks, a few partridges, 
geefe, ducks, and divers. 

The produdions of the fea are very few. We frequently 
hauled the feine, but only once caught the feld (herring) and muk- 
foon (a fmall fpecies of falmon). We faw feveral belluga, feals, 
and one whale, but no traces of {hell-filh of any kind. The 
water was freflr to a confiderable diftance j the ice we frequently 
tried, but found it brackilh, with neither ebb nor flow. The 
currents were very irregular, feldom fetting any one way longer 
than the wind blew, at the unfettled rates of half a mile, a mile^ 
and three miles and a half, per hour. 

The atmofphcre was cold and chilly, the greateft heat that we 
experienced being while at anchor clofe in with the land in Wolves* 
Bay on the 15th July, when we had feveral claps of thunder. 
We had a gentle fouth-eaft breeze, and calms j and while the 
wind blew, the thermometer rofe to 14° and 16° above the 
freeing point of Reaumur. During the intervening calms, it 
funk to 6°, 7^, and 8°. The coldell day was the 12th July, the 
thermometer being then 2° below the freezing point. It fre- 
quently indicated 1° above o at the time when our rigging was 
incruffed with ice. 


The 
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The fogs here are very remarkable, continually hovering above 
the ice at no great height. At a diftahcc they appear like iflands 
in a haze ; fometimes like vail columns of I'moke. Once, in par- 
ticular, we thought that the Tlhutflci had made fignal-lires for 
us ; but on a nearer approach we difcovered our miftake. 

I obferved the horizon to be mod clear in the coldeft weather, 
and am inclined to think that this navigation ought to be under- 
taken about the firft of Auguft. The more fuccefs is to be ex- 
pelled, from the teftimony of the hunters and others who vifit 
thefe parts, “ that the ice never breaks up until St. Elias’ day, 
the 20th July, Old Stile (or the 31ft July New Stile”] ; and I 
think it necefl'ary to remark here, that my dates are all Old Stile, 
according to the cuftom of Ruflia. 

The eftuaiy of the river Kovima at ShalaurofF’s winter build- 
ings, by exad reckonings of bearings, courfe, and time, from 
places where obfervations were taken in the Icy Sea, and from 
Neizflini Oftrog, forwards and backwards, I fix in latitude 69^' 16', 
longitude 166° 10' j variation of the compafs 17° 30' eaft. 

The following is the refult of my remarks and inquiries during 
my day at Neizfhni Kovima : — I obferved fwallows fwarming to- 
gether under the eaves of the church, chirping very much, 
particularly on the 2d Augud ; and on the 3d there was not one 
to be found, nor had any body feen them depart. I was informed, 
that they made their appearance about Tzarivoi day (21ft May), 
and departed on the (days of Spafs) 2d and 6th Augud, never, 
ftaying beyond the latter date ; the red-bread remains a day or 
two longer than the white. The fnow-bunting, the fird bird that 

appears. 
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appears, is feen about the middle of March feeding on the feeds 
of grafs on the fandy fhores of the river, and about the roots 
of bufhes vrhere the fun hrft melts the fnow ; different flights 
purfue each other in their migration for about a month ; eagles 
follow clofe upon them. Swans, geefe, and ducks, arrive toward 
the end of April, and continue about the neighbouring lakes and 
rivers till the beginning of September. The river is frozen over 
about the 20th September, and opens about the 24th May, when 
it deluges the low country. The water does not retreat within 
its bounds till the end of June. 

On the 25th November the fun fets until the ift January, when 
it again appears above the horizon ; and thi& is the time of the 
fevereft cold. 


M 
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CHAP, VII. 

Departure from Nehfbni Kovma Ofirog,—~Termolova 

ing by Dogs.’—^The Mountain of Kon%Jbebou—Seredni Ofirog.-— 
Natural Hifiory of the Kovima. — Sketch of the Inhabitants m its 
Coaji, — Information derived from an old Cojfac^ and others^ re~ 
fpediing the fate of Shalauroff, — Arrival at Yakutjk* 

Captain Billings, Dr. Merck, Mr. Robeck, our Ruffian 
fecretary Vaffilejr Diakonoff, and I, with a neceflary number of 
Tailors, departed from Neizfhni Kovima Oftrog on the 6th of 
Auguft at four P. M. with the two boats and the baidar, in 4° of 
froft, rowing and hauling againd the dream. At eleven o’clock 
at night we arrived at Yermolova Tona, a dlhing place reforted 
to by the inhabitants of Neizfhni during the feafon. Mr. Saret- 
iheff and the red of our company were left to follow us in the 
tfanlport veffel, which was hourly expe(ded to bring provifions 
for the Coflacs. On arriving here, we were informed that this 
veflel had pafled about two o’clock in the afternoon ; but, owing 
to hazy weather, we did not fee it. We were alfo told, that dif- 
patches from Ruffia were in the podeffion of a courier padenger. 
A boat was immediately fent, and we waited till the next noon 
for our papers, chiedy letters. I was favoured with one from St. 
Peterlburg, and another from Brigadier>General Troepolflcy of 
Irkutdc. 

We proceeded at two P. M.^ ha^ng obtained one lodka, or 
canoe ; but found extreme difficulty in getting on with our boats 

3 and 
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and fo much baggage ; in confequence of which, Captain Bil- 
lings left every article, except the provifions, with Vaffiley Diako- 
noff on fhore, in the morning of the 9th, and difpatched the 
baidar to Mr. SaretdiefF with intelligence of the contents of our 
papers, &c. At fix o’clock in the evening, we arrived at three 
uninhabited huts belonging to the villagers of the river Omolon, 
and t6ok poflefllon for the night, which was very ftormy, with 
fnow. The thermometer was at o ; and, the gale continuing all 
the next day with fnow and rain, we were glad to keep fo good a 
birth. One of our failors, a chriftened Koriak, who formerly 
refided a ftiort time on the Omolon, recommended, as the moft 
eligible method of getting forward, canoes to be drawn by dogs 
on the beach againft the ftream of the river. He told Captain 
Billings, that the village was only ten verfts by land acrofs the 
oppofite cape, and that he knew the road perfeAly well. His 
advice was taken ; and on the i ith, at noon, the wind abating, I 
received the Captain’s diredions to take the boats and men to the 
huts oppofite the difcharge of the Omolon, where he purpofed 
meeting me ; and he. Dr. Merck, and Mr. Robeck, fet out with 
the failor before mentioned, and a foldier. The width of the 
river being about a mile and half, and the wind blowing very 
frefti from the weft, with great difficulty they gained the oppofite 
ihore, quite wet ; the boat returned at fix P. M. 

Bad weather detained me till the 13th in the morning, when it 
blew a moderate breeze, and I fet off with two boats and the 
canoe. After making, with great difficulty, 15 verfts, half-way 
to the huts, the wind increafing to a gale, I was obliged to take 
flielter under the high eaftern ihore, where I paffed the night, and 
arrived at three o’clock in the afternoon of the 14th at the huts, 

M 2 which 
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which Captain Billings had reached but two hours before me. 
We were now no verfts from Neizflini. 

The Captain told me, that, owing to the difficulty they expe- 
rienced in croffing the Kovima, and the fwampy road that they 
had to travel, which was knee-deep in wet mofs, they did not 
arrive till the next noon at the habitations, after paffing a Shock- 
ing night, fleeping on the mofs, in the fnow and wind, without 
any covering or flielter : Dr. Merck and Mr. Robeck, the fui^eon, 
had their toes frozen. 

Sunday the 15th Auguft, at eight o’clock in the morning, Caj)- 
tain Billings, myfelf, two attendants and four guides from the 
Oinolon village, proceeded on our voyage to Seredni, leaving Dr. 
Merck and Mr. Robeck to follow in the boats. Croffing the 
river, we put our harnefled dogs on the beach, and they hauled 
us 40 verfts, to a famous mountain called Konzlheboi, where we 
pitched our tent, and pafled the night. We obferved wild onions, 
thyme, tanzy, tlhornoi golovnik, currant and rofe buffies, about 
the fhores ; and in the fiflures of the rock, juniper, creeping ce- 
dar, and here and there a ftunted larch-tree. The compofition of 
the mountain is granite and quartz. On the beach were number- 
lefs fmall pebbles of carnelian and calcedony. 

We conftantly travelled at the rate of 50 or 60 verfts each day, 
until the 2 2d, when we arrived fafe at Seredni Oftrog, 460 verfts 
from Neizihni. 

The eaftern Ihores of the river are uniformly mountainous, 
producing agates, jafper, porphyry, and cryftals ; and we law feveral 
Yakut! on hunting parties. 


On 
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On the 25th, Dr. Merck and Mr. Rqheck arrived ; and Mr. 
Saretlheff, with all our party, joined us In the tranfport bark on 
the 28th. 

Of the neighbouring Yakut! we fent to reqiieft a fuppjy of 
horfes tb convey us to Yakutlk, wdth the earlieft winter roads. 
The inhabitants were, for the greater part, at their autumnal filh- 
ing huts on the river Euxeva, 40 verfts up the Kovima, when we 
arrived ; but returned a few days after with a plentiful fupply of 
filh, berries, roots, &c. 

On the 20th September the river was frozen over ; and on the 
22d, the inhabitants made a kind of dam nearly acrofs, by Ricking 
poles upright quite clofe together, only leaving openings for in- 
ferting nets and wiers, to catch a winter’s fupply of frelh filh. 

The nets were examined twice a day, and generally found well 
Rocked with nelma, mukfoon, omul, and feld (a. kind of herring), 
a few Rirled alfo were now and then caught ; and thefe were 
thrown on the ice to freeze, the only method adopted to preferve 
them. The weather was clear and cold, with from 5 to lo and 
16° of froR. 

The river Kovima takes its rife from the Virchoyanfky chain 
of mountains, and flows in a diredion nearly north-eaft about 
1 800 verRs. Virchni, or the upper ORrog, is about the middle 
of its courfe, and very few fiRx afeend higher. Near its fource 
are three huts and a Rore-houfe, called Virfhinoi, where govern- 
ment fupplies of proviflons are houfed, and barks built for their 
conveyance down the river. 
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Fllh are very plentiful, of which the following forts are caught : 


1£nglifli Names* 

Yakut Names. 

RuiTian Names. 

Sturgeon. 

Katus. 

Ofetre 1 called by the inhabitants of the Kovima 
Shtfhalbyfh — July to Odfcober. 

Salmon. 

Tut Balyk. 

Nelma ; large white falmon 2^ to 4 feet long, 
weighing upwards of pounds — 

July to Ot^ober, . 

Ditto. 

Mungur. 

Chir or Tfhir ; 20 inches — May to November. 

Ditto* 

Mukfoon. 

Mukfoon ; 15 to 18 inches, filvery fcales— *^Sept. 

Ditto. 

Omul. 

Omul; 12 to 14 ii.ches —Ditto. 


Sold. 

Scld ; refembling a herring, filvery loofc fcales — • 
Ditto. 


Shookiir. 

Sieg; 12 to ij inches, filvery fcales— May to 
November. 

Quab. 

Selu Sar. 

Nalime ; to 5 feet long, refemblhig the cod in 
(hape and taile ; has one btard ; the 


liver extremely large ; and 1 have 
extraded a full pint of fine pelliicid 
ofl from one : by putting it over a 
(low lire in a frying-pan^and cutting it> 
almoft all the liver has been dilTolved. 

Baring Ata. Peledi ; fomewhat refembling a carp in (hape, 

but quite white fcales : bony. 

Tlhukutlhan Tfliukutfhan ; about 20 inches long, quite round 

and firm ; about 7 inches in.circumfe- 
rence in the thickeft part, gradually 
tapering to the tail, which is forked. 
It has two dorfal fins, very compaft 
and fine fcales, and a thick (kin. The 
head rather flat; pointed grifily nofe; 
the mouth is underneath, about 2 
inched from the tip, fliaped nearly like 
that of the leech, without teeth ; a 
Tcry bony fifh ; flefh white. They are 
father fcarcci and not efleexntd for 
food. 

Booyit. Lenok. 

Koniok. 

Charius. 

Chebak. 


Dyrga. 

Eittftak. 


Perch* 
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EnglUh Names. 

Yakut Names. 

RulTian Names. 

Perch. 

Alflire. 

Okun, n - . . 

Stone ditto* 

Taaibas. 

Ycrih • 1 *** rivulets. 

Char. 

Sobo* 

Karas ; chiefly in lakes. 

Trout. 

Kafii balik. 

Krafiiaia riba ; fcarcc. 


Irungk bulyk. 

Ncfnaki ; a white fifli fliaped like a trout ; very 
fcarce. 


Timir atta. 

Zflieleznoi noga* 


Turuchan. 

Nerpilki ; fliortcr and broader than the feld. 

Minnow* 

Soluro. 

Monduflika. 

Pike. 

Sording. 

Shtfhuk ; iome of a mod extraordinary fize. I 
faw one caught in the lake Kyfla, near Zaflii- 



verfle, about 6 feet long, and weighing ic8 lb. 
or 3 poods. The back, tow^ards the head, 
was covered with a kind of mofs. 1 ate fomc 
of it, and found very little diflerence between 
the flavour of it and the fmaller fort. 


Irungka, 

« refembling in fize and appearance a fprat or 


anchovy ; perhaps the fame kind of fifli as is 
caught at Revels and called Stromlingi. 


The mukfoon, omul, and feld, come in very great {hoals in 
September, are very numerous for about lo or 15 days, and de- 
part fliortly after the river clofes. They do not afeend fo high 
as Virchfli. Nelm, tfhir, or chir, and fieg, are caught all the 
year as high up as Virchni j and the greater part of fuch as are 
caught in the fpring and fummer are fplit and dried, and the 
bones taken out, from which the inhabitants extra<St a great quan- 
tity of oil, as alfo from the fat about the guts. The feld, yields 
a great deal. What I have called the fturgeon is, in my own 
opinion, the ftirled. I do not know the difference (nor did any 
one in our Expedition), butjudge from the fize ; for 1 never faw 
one that weighed more than 40 lb., and the ordinary weight was 
from 5 to 10 lb. ; yet, owing to their extreme fitnefs and 
Srmnefs, I am inclined to think that the rivers of there parts are 
favourable to them ; and the fturgeon that I have feen in other 

parts 
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parts are three times as large, without being fo fat, firm, or well 
flavoured : all, except this one fort, are caught as well in lakes 
as rivers, where they pafs in the floods and thrive very well, par- 
ticularly the tfliir and fieg. 

The inhabitants fifh with the feine in fummer ; and in winter 
they plant ofiers nearly acrofs the river, fo clofe as to preclude 
the fifh from palfing ; but leaving openings for wiers and nets. 


The Beafts that infeft the neighbourhood are : 


Englifli Names. 
Elk. 

Deer. 


Ruflian Names. 
C Sochata. 
i Lofs, 

Olcn. 


Yakut Names. Time of the Chafe. 

Toyak. ^ 

V September) 0£^ober) and November. 

Mlniak. 3 

Spring bows arc fet, with a ftnng leading 
to the path which they take. In April) 
and the beginning of May, they are 
chafed on fnow-fiioes. At this feafon, 
the fun in the day-time thaws the fnow» 
which the night froft hardens enough 
to fupport a man and dogs, though the 
animals always break through) and 
cannot extricate themfelves. Immenfe 
numbers of deer are flain in Auguft) on 
fwimming acrofs rivers in retunitng to 
the woods from the borders of the Icy 
Scd) whither they retreat in fpring to 
(belter themfelves from the flies and in- 
fects that infeft the forefts. Their mt« 
gration is very curious. They herd all 
together ; and I am told, that the males 
form the van and rear, while the females 
are inclofed in the centre: Bears and 
wolves follow them, deftroying fuch as 
from the main body ; foxes lag 
behind and clear the remains. Thus do 
I account for the appearance of hears, 

wolveS) 
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wolves, and foxes, fo far beyond the 
forefts. Eagles and other birds of prey 
hover over the deer at the time of their 
migration, and give the oarlieft intima-. 
tion to the hunters of tlieir near ap^ 
proach. On their taking the rivers, tlic 
hunters man then ennocs ; two men with 
fpcars in fome, while others arc oecupied 
by boys and women, fiirniiheii with long* 
cords, which they throw over tlic horns 
of the ilabbed deer, and tie one end to 
Hakes or trees on fliore. 1 have not, 
however, been fortunate enough to fee 
them at this time — Price, elk ikin 2, 
doc ikin, 1 ruble. 


Engllfh Names* 

Ruffian Namci, 

Yakut Names. 

Bear. 

Medved. 

r Eliea ; from May till late in September— Middling 
( EfTe ; ikin, i ruble. 

White Bear. 

Bcloi Medved. 

- - - ; about the Icy Sea. Wc did not fee any — i 

ruble. 

r Siegan } 5 all the winter ; not numerous— 2 to 10 

Glutton. 

Ryfomag. 

(.and Beg6 > rubles. 

Wolf. 

Volk. 

Bereh ; never fought after in thefe parts— 2 to 8 rubles. 

Fox. 

Leqfits. 

Salil 3 numerous, and much looked for in Odlobcr and 
November — According to quality, i to 5 rub. 

Stone Fox. 

PefTets. 

Kirfa ; Odober and all the winter— 50 copeaks. 

Ermine. 

Gornailul. 

Bclilak ; all the winter in woods near liabitations, and 
frequently about the flour magazines — 
5 copcaks. 

Lynx. 

Rys. 

E-us ; autumn and all winter — 3 to 10 rubles, according 
to the length of hair. 

Otter* 

Vuidra. 

Itie ; fummer— 8 and 10 rubles. 

Sable. 

Sobol. 

Kies ; very fcldom caught about the Kovima— 10 rub. 

Sheep. ? 

Baran. 

Tfhubek; about the mountains at the fource of the 

Argali. 3 


Kovima, and all over the Virchoyanfki 
chain to Kamtfliatka — i ruble. 

Hare. j 

1 * !Zia]ts. 

Kobach ; all the winter ; but chiefly when the lull 

[Unikan.J 

fuow falls — 3 to 5 copeaks. 

Marmot. 

Tarbagan. 

Tarbagan, 1 much ellcemed by the Yakut for food and 

Ditto, 

Suilik. 

Kutier ; 5 drefs. They pafs the winter under 

N ground. 
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ground, have fevcral chambers in their 
holes, and lay in a confiderable ftock of 
grafs and fvveet roots ; alfo the nut of 
the cedar— 5 to lo copeaks. 

Engli/h Names. KufTian Names. Vakut Names. 

Squirrel. Bclka. Tcc-ing ; fpring and aiitiinin — 3 toy copeaks ; eftcem- 

ed good eating by the different tribes. 

Flying do. Letufhka'. Tirik-annat ; annat is winged ; ttrtk is fliin— -Of no value. 

Striped do. Burunduk* Burunduk ; 2 copeaks. 

The three fpecles of fqiiirrel pafs. the winter in 
hollow trees, or under ground, in the fame 
manner as the marmot. 

Mountain. J ^ 

W iiilllingrat. . fought after — ^Wortli nothing. 

Sharp nofed. | Kutuyak; j 

Com. moufe. J 


The Birds confift of the following kinds : 


fhglilh Names. 

RuiTian Names. 

Yakut Names# 

Swan. 

Lebed* 

Rubah ; appear about the 20th April, and depart in 



September. 

Goofe. 

Goofe# 

Kaas ; appears and goes a few days later. 

Duck. 

Utka. 

Kus ; are in great variety, and numerous. 

Eagle. 

Orel. 

Baruldo; black. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Toyon ; white head and tail. 


S‘kopa. 

Uxnfan ^ of the eagle or hawk kind': darts in the wai- 



ter for fifh. 


Yaftrip. 

Kirt. 


Krctchet, 

Ditto. 


Korfhoon. 

Sokol.. 

Tbgolakv 

Owl. 

Filcn. 

Mokfoghol and Karali.. 

Gull. 

Chalka.^ 

Kopta. 

Small black 1 
head. Gull. ) 

Martefhka.. 

Tiraghi. 

Crane. 

Zdiurav. 

Turuja. 

Stork. 

Stercli. 

Kutelik. 

Partridge. 

Kiiropatka. . 

Kabdfhi. 

Raven. 

Voron., 

Sor. 

Crows. 

Varonna. 

Tarak# 

f 

S 

Divers* 
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Er^glifh Names. 

KulTian N.amc&. 

Yakut Names. 

Divers, 

Gagara. 

Koghas. 

Black Game. 

Tetcre 

Ulocr. 

Black woodptekerDniolna, 

Kirgil. 

h! 

6 

c 

> 

Datel. 

Tonoghas. 

fJwallow. 

Laftoflika. 

Karangachuk. 

Tlirufli. 

Drofd. 

Tat flit ger. 

Kiiow-biinting. 

Snegir. 

Tulak. 

STiipe. 

Kulik. 

Sulbaraga. 

Cuckoo. 

Kolaiftika. 

K'jga. 


The eagle and hawk kind, I am informed by the Yakut!, as alfo by the different in- 
habitants here, are dormant in hollow trees during the winter. 


Lift of Trees, Bufties, and Benies. 

Larch — This is the chief tree in ufe, tor buildiiigj firing, &c. and the moff plentiful. It is 
pretty fizeable as far as Virchni, and the country is moderately wooded about 200 
verfts lower, but the trees very ftunted : beyond that, they arc in clnflcrs on elevated 
fpots of ground to about 30 verfts from the Icy Sea, where they ccafe growing, in 
about the latitude of 68^ 30^ 

Birch ; extends to a little below Scredni 5 but very ftunted and fmall trees. 

Poplar and Afp ; grow to a moderate fize on the iflands ftieltcred by mountains, about 
the fourcc of the Kovima ; but do not extend fo low down as Virchni. 

Mountain Afli ; plenty as far as Virchnoi, but very fearcc lower down. 

Alder and Willow ; have a trunk about 18 inches in circumference, and grow to the 
height of 2 fathom about Virchoi. They gradually diminifli in fize, and ccafe grow- 
ing with the larch. 

Creeping cedar, bruftiwood, black and red currant, rofe and juniper, are met with as low 
as Neizftini. Bruftiw’^ood and creeping willows extend to the Icy Sea, but never ex- 
ceed from 6 to 8 inches. The creeping cedar, or pinus cembra, produces a confider- 
able quantity of feeds or nuts in cones, like the common pine ; but they ripen 
-only the fecond year. Immenfe numbers arc collefted by the inhabitants; fometimes 
a confiderable quantity arc found in the fquirrcls' nefts in hollow trees ; in fad, they 
are the chief food of fquirrels and mice. A very pellucid and fweet oil is extraded 
from thefe feeds. 


Berries. 

Mountain a(h terries ; are gathered, and ufed to give a pleafant flavour to their drink. 
Black and red currants ; colleded in abundance, and preferred in caflts among ice ; fome 

N 2 are 
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arc boiled and prefervod. The black only extend to about Seredni ; but the red con- 
liiuie gTow iiig as far as Ncizflini. 

Craii!>erry - Thefe arc fcarcc, iuid extend no farther north than Seredni : they are always 
pirfcrvcd raw. 

Brufi'.iki ; ^'accinium vilis idxa ; Whortleberry — Thefe are very plenty as far as Neizfluii, 
a.K.! ate jncfervcd raw. 

C'/Lubiiiki ; arc very numerous. They feem to delight in fiich ftony places as arc 
overflowed in the fpriiig. Tlicy are very pleafant -tailed ; of a dark blue colour; 
and grow on a low bufl) exadlly refeinbling a myrtle. They arc preferved by boil- 
ing. 

MaroHika ; Riihu:; cljamxmorue — Thefe are the favourite berry of the inhabitants, and 
grow in damp niolfy places, particularly near lakes. They are reckoned a certain cure 
for the fciirvy ; and arc always preferved raw. 

Sicchn ; growing on dry llony places about the mountains, on a creeping fpccies of heath, 
with fliort needle leaves ; they are vci*y fmall, black, and llony, are collcdled in great 
abundance, and preferved by boiling. 

Knc/.flinitfi ; Rubus ArtSlicus ; arc fcarce, growing about the roots of the alder and ciu- 
rant buflics. 


The inhabitants of thefe parts prepare their food in the follow- 
ing manner: 

Befides boiling and frying fifli, as is done in every country, 
i'oups are made of quabs, karas, and perch. The upper part of 
the head or griftle of the nelm, fieg, and tfliir, are boiled, and 
ferved up cold as a whet, with falted onions, and the juice of 
cranberries inftcad of vinegar. Tliey bone boiled fifli, then beat 
them in a mortar to the confiftence of pafte, make it into the 
form of a pic, putting into it either the feld, the heads of falmon, 
or, which is reckoned beft, the liver of the quab, and bake it, with 
or without onions. 

The fpawn of fifh beat up in a mortar, fometimes mixed with 
flour, and fried ^with onions, is called baraban ; if fried like a 

cake 
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cake without onions, and preferved berries put on the top, it is 
called fliangee. 

Pike are Ikinned, and beat up raw, with onions, wild thyme, 
and pepper, made into force-meat balls, and inferted in foups and 
fifli pies ; and fometimes made into cakes, and fried. They are 
called telncc. 

The thick gut of fifh, particularly the quab, is boiled, and 
ferved up cold, with different berries, by way of defert after 
dinner. 

Their drink is the fermented juice of berries mixed with w^ater. 
They make vinegar, or rather a good fubflitute for it, by ferment- 
ing onions wnth flour, or the pounded inner bark of the larch j 
and 1 tliought it very good. 

An inful'.on of wild thyme, of dog-rofe leaves and ftalks, and 
of tlie plant called tfliernoi golovnik, is ufed inftead of lea. 

Tufks of the mammont are found very numcroufly about the 
fandy high fhores of the river, at a confidcrable dej.th ; and the 
fpring floods walking away the faud difeover them. I am not at 
all furprifed at their being juried fo deep ; h r evciy fpring the 
flood leaves immenfe quantities of fand and cartl\ on the Ihorcs 
of the rivers ; perhaps to the depth of two to tl.i cc inches, and 
among bufhes much more. They are equal to elepdi ints' lecth in 
whitenefs and beauty, but very different in their flrape, being all 
bent fpirally, forming about one round and a half. The larged 
that we found, which was on the fhores of the Icy Sea, mealured 
as follows, French meafurement : 

Length, 
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Length, with the bend, 

Diftance from one end to the other, ftralght, 
Circumference near the root 
The thickeft part 22 inches from the root 
Of the middle 
Of the point 


Feel. Indies. Lines 

874 

4 * Q 

o 14 3 

017 8 

o 15 8 

095 


Weight 137I lb. Ruffian weight, equal to 115 lb. weight avoir- 
dupois. 


The outfide was very brown from its having been expofed to 
the weather ; and it was cracked through the coat, or upper 
ftratum, about an inch. The infide was quite firm, and very 
white. 


The horns of another animal are frequently found, adhering'to 
a part of the fkull, and rcfemble very much thofe of the buffalo. 
The elaftic part of thefe are much efteemed by the Tungoofe, &c. 
for ftrengthening their bows. 

I am forry that my want of knowledge in natural hiftory, mi- 
neralogy, arid botany, prevents my giving a better account of 
thefe almoft unknown parts. Had we been accompanied by any 
fkilful perfon, I flxould have made this fcience a chief part of my 
ftudy. Situated as I was, I obferved every circumftance as well 
as I could, and communicate my remarks in the beft manner I 
am able. 

I fliall now lay before my readers the refult of my inquiries 
among the inhabitants. 


Daniel 



TO THE EASTERN OCEAN, &c. 


95 

Daniel Tretiakoff, a Coflac in the 90th year of his age, gave 
me the following intelligence : — “ I came here in 1 739 with a 
“ commiflary, who was fent to colletft tribute ; and I was de- 
“ tained here as interpreter by Laptieff, who made an attempt to 
“ crofs the Icy Sea, and returned late in the fame autumn. Virch- 
“ ni was then inhabited by exiles, who were trading pedlars. 
“ Yukagers were very numerous then; and I believe they de- 
“ rived the name from one of their warriors : thofe of the Omo- 
“ Ion, were called Tfhdtiere ; thofe of the Alafey, Onioki ; and 
“ thofe of the Anadyr and Annul, Tfhuvantfi and Kudinfi. Wars 
with the Tfhutfki and Koriaks, and fatal difeafes, have almoft 
“ extirpated the race. I have heard of a numerous nation inha- 
“ biting the Kovima, called Konghini, and think it was from 
“ them that the river obtained the name of Kovima. Remains 
of many villages were feen on the borders of the river, and 
“ numbers of ftone hatchets, and ftone pointed arrows, have been 
“ found about their ruins. 

“ There were but very few Yakut! when I firif came ; and I 
“ believe that none of them were here 70 years back. The pro- 
vifions for fiipplies to Kamtfhatka and Anadirlk ufed to be font 
“ from the Kovima, up the river Annul, and down the Anatiir. 
“ At that time traders frequently vilited us, and very line fables 
“ were caught in abundance, particularly about the Omolon. 

“ On Pavlutiki’s return from his firft attempt to fubdac the 
“ Tfhutfki, the oftrog at Neizfhni was full of women prifoners. 
“ Numbers were returned ; fome he attempted to fend to Ruflia,. 
“ but every one of them died on the road.” 

I 

He gave me the following account of Shalauroff’s expedition 
in 1762 : 

“In 
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“ 111 tlie beginning of the year, Ivan BachofF, his afibciate, an 
exiled naval officer, died at Neizflini, and left Shalauroff to exe- 
“ cute the enterprife alone. About St. Elias’s day he weighed 
anchor from his winter buildings at the eftuary of the Koviina. 
“ His followers were exiles and runaway Ibldiers, not hired to 
“ receive pay, but volunteers, to receive a proportionate flxare of 
“ the produce of the voyage, intended in queft of ivory and furs. 
“ Of fuch as could write and read he made officers, and tlie 
fubordinates were mutually agreed upon. 

“ He had failed but a very little way before he encountered 
“ contrary winds, which detained him till the loth of Auguft. 
“ Much ice was in fight, but none near the veflel. Tie now 
“ kept well in with the fhore, pafled Barannoi Kamen, and 
“ reached a point of land to the eaft, which may be feen in clear 
** weather. Here the ice inclofed them three days, and damaged 
“ the rudder, which, however, was foon repaired. This point 
“ of land is the fouthern cape of a deep bay, at the entrance of 
which is an ifland of moderate hze. 

“ The weather was very cold, and the crew wanted to feek for 
“ a wintering place. Shalauroff, finding the fea moderately clear 
“ of ice, endeavoured to perfuade them to go farther j to which, 
“ however, they would not agree ; and on the 25th Augiift he 
“ fteered into the bay, round the northern extremity of the ifland, 
“ to feek a place wherein they might pafs the winter ; but as there 
“ was neither wood nor fiflr to be obtained, and his crew would 
“ not liflen to his perfuafions to continue their voyage, he was 
“ compelled, againh his inclination, to return to Neizffini. Here 
“ his companions difperfed, but he himfelf went to Mofeo. In 
“ 1 764 he undertook another voyage under the fandion of govern- 
“ ment j but he never returned, nor was afterwards heard of.” 

Dauerkin, 
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Dauerkin, our Tfliutfki interpreter, afiured us, that Shalauroft’’8 
veflel was found drifting, near the mouth of the Kovima, in the 
autumn of the fame year that he put to fea ; and that his people 
w^re found frozen to death about 20 or 30 verfts eaft. of Barannoi 
Kamen in a tent, with provifion, ammunition, and arms. I note 
this piece of information, although I think it very iaconfiftent, 
and do not believe it. 

AfFanafi'y KaffimofF, an Inhabitant of Neizflini, who formerly 
refided at Anadirik, alTured me, that in the year 1766, or 67, 
the Tfhutfki brought him fcveral paintings of Ruffian faints; 
that fomc of them had cloth jackets, and that they were defirous 
to get gunpowder. They faid, that they had found thefe things 
on ffiore. This was in the fpring of the year ; and he fuppofed 
that it was the property of ShalaurofF and Iiis people, of which 
they had been pillaged, and afterwards probably murdered, by 
the TflxntCki. They faid that the articles were found to the 
north of the bay of Anadyr. I am inclined to think that Sha- 
lauroff doubled the capes, and vras cut off in attempting to pafs 
the winter among the Tfliutfki. 

On the 23d September we obtained a few horfes, .and on the 
25th difpatched the firft party to Yakutflc with Mr. Bakoffi On 
the 28th, Mr. Sarctflveff departed with the chief hands. Captain 
Billings and I followed on the 8th of October. We croiTcd the 
Alafey mountains at the fource of the river of that name, and 
came into the fame road that I had taken from Zafhiverlk, at 
which place we arrived the 2 2d October, and remained there 
three days : we then proceeded, crofled the Virchoyanlki chain 
at the fource of the Yana, and arrived at Yakutfk on the 13th 
November, after fuffering inconceivable hardffiips from the feve- 

O rity 
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rity of the cold, and travelling on horfeback. I computed the 
diftance at 1300 verfts in the fummer feafon ; but have every 
reafon to believe, tliat it muft be 200.0 or 2300 verlls, when tra- 
vellers are compelled to go round the bogs and lakes, and to feek 
fordable places in the rivers : the Yakuti and Ruilians call it 2500 
verfts. 

On the fouth fide of the Virchoyanlki mountains, the face of 
the country is lefs barren ; and, in addition to the trees before 
mentioned, are the fir and common pine in abundance, and cf 
large fize. 


CHAP. 
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Meet with Mr. ivho travels with the Command to Irkntjk.—^ 

He is arrejlcd by an order from the Emprefs^ andfent under a guard 
to Mofco. — The Governor-General^ fakoE., called to St. Peterfmrg, 
^The Command arrives at ITakutJk. — Some particulars rcfpetting 
Lachojjf's Travels to the Icy Sea^ 1 770-3. — Chvoinoff's Journey 
thither in IJJS' — Command arrives at Ochot/k^ hut returns 
immediately to winter at Takutjk, 

ISi T Yakutfk we found, to our great furprife, Mr. Ledyard, an 
old companion of Captain Billings, in Cook’s voyage round the 
world ; he then fcrved in the capacity of a corporal, but now 
called himfelf an American colonel, and wiflied to crofs over to 
the American Continent with our Expedition, for the purpofe of 
exploring it on foot. 

Captain-Lieutenant Bering, who had been fent the 12th of 
February laft from the Kovima, to fiiperintend the forwarding 
the neceflaries for the Expedition to Ochotlk, was alfo here. He 
had forwarded many articles during the fummer, and font fomc 
of the anchors and heavy baggage to the river Mayo, to be tranf- 
ported to Yudomfki Kreft by the water communication. The 
guns, medicines, failors’ clothing, &:c. weighing upwards of 100 
tons, ftill remained at Irkutfk, where they had lain ever fince laft 
winter. 

Captain Billings refolved to go himfelf to Irkutfk to fee thefe 
articles forwarded down the Lena fo foon as the river fliould open in 

O 2 the 
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the fpring, Accordinglyt on the 29th December, he iet out with 
carriages on fledges, which we had made on purpofe. Mr. Led- 
yard, Robeck, Leman, his firft mate, and I, accompanied him ; 
the Ruffian fecretary and feveral neccffary hands were ordered to- 
follow with all poffible fpeed. 

We arrived the i6th January 1788, and I took up my abode 
with my friend Brigadier 1 roepolfki. 

The Captain began making preparation for tranfporting the 
guns, &c. and fent to build vefTcls on the Lena at Katlhuga, 
where they were depollted* 

In the evening of the 24th February, while I w'as playing at 
cards with the Brigadier and fomc company of his, a fecretary 
belonging to one of the courts of jufticc came in, and told us, 
with great concern, that the Governor- General had received po- 
fitive orders from the Emprefsj immediately to fend one of the 
Expedition, an Englifliman, under guard to the private inquifltion 
at Mofeo ; but that he did not know the name of the perfon, and 
that Captain Billings was with a private party at the Governor- 
General’s. Now, as Ledyard and I were the only Englifhmen 
here, I could not help fmiling at the news, when two huflars came 
into the room, and told me that the Commandant wiflied to fee 
me immediately. The confternation into which the vifitors 
were thrown is not to be deferibed. I allured them that it mull: 
be a miftakc, and went with the guards to the Commandant. 
Here 1 found Mr. Ledyard under arreft. He told me, that he 
had fent for Captain Billings, but he would not come to him. 
He then began to explain his fituation, and faid that he was taken 
up as a French ipy, whereas Captain Billings could prove the con- 
trary p , 
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trary ; but he fuppo/’cd that he knew nothing of the matter, and 
requefted that I would inform him. f did lb j but the (’aptaiii 
aflured me that it was an abfolute order from tlic Emprefs, and 
he could not help him. He, however, fent him a few rubles, and 
gave him a pelilfej and I procured him his linen quite wet from 
the walh-tub. Ledyard took a friendly leave of me, defired his 
remembrance to his friends, and with aflonilhing compofure leaped 
into the kibitka, and drove off, with two guards, one on each 
fide. I wilhed to travel with him a little way, but was not per- 
mitted. I therefore returned to my company, and explained the 
matter to them ; hut, though this eafed their minds with regard 
to my fate, it did not rcllore their harmony. LedyarJ’s be- 
haviour, however, had been haughty, and not at all condefeend- 
ing, w’hich certainly made him enemies. 

I found a confiderable alteration in this city ; it, indeed, 
fiill continued the fame hofpitable and agreeable place for a vili- 
tor, but the harmony of the inhabitants was not fo complete. 
Not to tire my readers with particulars, I fliall only acquaint 
them, that there now exifted a difference of opinion in the town, 
which led to the formation of two parties. However, at the lat- 
ter end of March, the Governor-General, Jakobi, a good and 
worthy man, who had been particularly kind to our Expedition, 
was called to St. Peterfburg. The heads of one party accompanied 
him, and harmony was again reftored. 

We remained here, enjoying excellent company and good liv- 
ing, with every rational entertainment, till the loth of May, 
when we took our departure for Katlhuga. 


Thirteen 
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Thirteen velTcls were nearly ready for tranfporting our guns, 
medicines, glafs, failors’ clothing, and our own flores ; and on 
the 15th, nine velTels being completely loaded, I received the 
charge of their conveyance to Yakutfk. The crews confillcd of 
JO exiles of the worfl. clafs, and fix foldiers. On the very firft 
(lay, I was under the neceflity of infliding punilhincnt on one of 
them for a theft, and forbade all perfons from leaving their vef- 
fel, appointing at the fame time a foldicr to go on fhorc for them 
every morning to make purchafes of provifions for the day, and 
allowed each man a daily portion of brandy out of my own pri- 
vate flock. Whether this had any effedl upon them as an indul- 
gence, or that my determined manner of proceeding, and tlie 
foverity of the puniflimcnt that I inflicted, more prevailed, I can- 
not tell j but I never law people more adtivc, attentive, and obe- 
dient, than they were all the reft of the way. 

I arrived fafely on the 4th of June at Yakutfle, and immediate- 
ly crofled over with all the veflels to the oppofite plains. On the 
6th, 1 difpatched 150 horfes, properly loaden, for Ochotfk, under 
the charge of feme foldiers. Horfes were kept in readinefs by 
Captain SaretOiefF and Mr. Ilakoff. The former gentleman took 
charge of tl'.c guns and all .heavy materials, and conveyed them 
aero is the country about 300 verlls to the river Mayo, where he 
had prepared vcIlVls for their conveyance againil tlie flream of 
that river and the Yndoma. On the 8th, Captain Billings arrived 
with the remainder of the articles, the greater part of which were 
Hill unpacked, particularly cloth, yarns, &c. 

By the 15th of July, every article was forwarded, and all our hands, 
except a few attendants, and our naturalift. Dr. Merck, who went 

7 early 
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cariy in the fpring to the neighbourhood of the Viluye, or Vilul, 
to obferve and colledl the prodinClions of thofe parts, from whicii 
excurfion he did not return till the beginning of Aiigull. 

During my ft.iy in Yakutfle, I made it my particular bufinefs to 
get acquainted ruth Lachoff and his conqvinions, with a view of 
obtaining foine information concerning his travels to the Icy 
Sea. Lachofl'waS old and intirm, and rocuminendcJ me, for any 
intelligence that I required, to one of his companions, Zaitai Pro- 
todlakonoff, now a burgher and flropkeeper in this town. 

Protodiakonoft* accompanied Lachoff in 1770 from bis winter 
buildings at the ettuary of the Yana, in tire month of March, to 
Swatoi Nofs, the northern promontory of a bay which receives 
this river. 

They faw an immenfc herd of deer going to the fouth, and 
obferved that their traces were from the north acrofs the Icy 
Sea. Lachoff refolved, if poilible, to find out whence they came, 
and in the beginning of April fet out very early in the morning,, 
■with his nart drawn by dogs. Towards evening he arrived at an 
ifland, 70 verfts from the promontory, in a due north diredioiij 
where he pafled the night, and the next day proceeded farther, 
the traces of the deer fei'ving as a guide. About noon he arrived 
at a fecond illand, 20 vcrtls diftant, and in the fame direftion. 
The traces coming dill farther from the north, he continued his 
route. At a Imull diftance from the fecond ifland, he found the 
ice fo rugged and mountainous, as to prevent his proceeding with 
dogs. He obferved no land j and therefore, after pafling the night 
on the ice, he returned, and with great difficulty, for want of pro- 
■vifioas for his dogs, regained Swatoi Nofs. He reprefented his 

difeovery 
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dlfcovery to the Chancery of Yakutfk, and the intelligence was 
forwarded to St. Peterfburg. The Einprefs Catherine II. called 
the iflands by the name of the difcoverer, and gave him the ex- 
clufive right of colle£ting ivory and hunting animals in this place, 
and in any other that he might thereafter difcover. 

In 1773, he went with five workmen in a boat to the iflands, 
and continued acrofs flraits, where he found the fea very fait, 
and a current fetting to the well. He foon faw land to the north, 
the weather being pretty clear, and arrived on what he called the 
third ifland. The fliore was covered with drift wood. The 
land was very mountainous, and feemingly of great extent ; but 
no wood was feen growing, nor did he obferve the traces of any 
human being. He found fome tufks of the mammont, faw the 
tracks of animals, and returned (without making any other dif- 
covery) to the firft ifland, where LachofF built a hut of the drift 
wood, and pafled the winter. One of his companions left a 
kettle and a palma on the third ifland. 

This was reckoned a difeovery of fome importance, and the 
Jand-furveyor ChvoinofF received orders from the Cliancery of 
Yakutik to accompany LachofF to this fartheft land, and take an 
exa<St furvey of the fame. In I 775 > 9^^^ February, he left 

Yakutfk, arrived on the 26th March at Uft Yanfk Zemovia, or 
•winter huts, at the eftuary of the Yana. He immediately pro- 
ceeded acrofs the bay to Swatoi Nofs, -which is 400 verfts from 
the difeharge of the river, in a diredion north north-eaft. On 
the 6th May he arrived at the firft ifl^ind, which is 150 verfts 
long, and 80 verfts broad, on the wideft part, and 20 verfts on the 
narroweft. In the middle is a lake of confiderable extent, but very 
fhallow, and the borders of which are fteep. The whole ifland, 

except 
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except three or four iuconGderable rocky mountains, U compofed 
of ice aa^ S the fhores fall, from the heat of the 

fun’s thawing them, 'the tufks and bones of the mammont are 
found in great abundance. To ufe Ghvoinoff’s own expreiGon, 
the ifland is formed of 'the bones of this extraordinary animal, 
mixed with the horns and heads of the buffalo, or fomething like 
it, and fonie horns of the rhinoceros ; now and then, but very 
rarely, they find a thin bone, very ftraight, of confiderable length,^ 
and formed like a fcrew. 

The fecond ifland is ao verfts difiant from this ; low, and with*, 
out drift wood ; 50 verfts in length, and from ao to 30 verfts 
broad. Here alfo the tufks and other bones are found ; and great 
numbers of the ardic foxes are to be met with on both. The 
furface is a bed of mofs of confiderable thicknefs, producing a 
few low plants and flowers* fuch as grow about the borders of 
the Icy Sea. This mofs may be ftripped off as you would take a 
carpet froth a floor, and the earth underneath appears like ^^ear 

ice, and never thaws : thefe fpots are called Kaltufae. 

/ 

The ftraights to the third ifland are 100 verfts acrofs. He 
travelled along the fhore; and on the 21ft May difcovered a very 
confiderable river, near which he found the kettle, palma, and 
fome cut wood, in the fame place and fituation as they had been 
left by Lacboff’s companions three years before Chvoinoff’s ar- 
rival. This river he called Tzarevaia Reka, in confequence of 
having ^fcovered it on the aift'ofMay. The fhores were co- 
vered with drift wood, all of it extremely ihattered. Afcending 
Co the top of a very lofty mountain, he law a mountainous land 
as far as hw eye could t|:ace in clear weather, extending eaft:, weft, 
and north. Continuing his route along the coaft; 100 verfts, he 

P obferved 
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obfeped tftiiee rivers, each of which brought down a great quan<* 
tity of wood, arid abounded in fifli ; and here the nei^) a fpecies 
of falmon frequenting Ochotfk and Kamtihatka, was in abund- 
ance, though not found in the Kovima or Indigirka. On this 
land he pafled the fummer, and returned in the autumn to Swa- 
toi Nofs. 

* I afked, whether he obferved any regular ebb or flow of the 
tide? He faid, that “ he did not obferve any remarkable altera- 
tion.” Whether he recolleded how the current fet ? “ He be- 
lieved to the weft.” Wliether the water was fait ? “ Xes, and 
very bitter.” He further obferved, that there were whales and 
belluga, white bears, wolves, and rein-deer. No growing wood 
was to be feen, and the mountains were bare ftone. None of 
thefe travellers took any notice of the depth of the water, nor 
were they acquainted with the nature of tides. 

This was the total fum of iutelligenoe that I was able to obtain 
concerning this land ; and I am told, that flnce Chvoinofif no 
traveller has paid a vifit to it. Perhaps the three rivers obferved 
are only fo many difcharges running from one that is very confi- 
derable. 

On the 1 ith of Auguft we again fet out from Yakutik for 
Ochotik, accompanied by the Captain of the diftritf, to examine 
into the ftate of numerous articles that had been fcattered on the 
road, owing to the lofs of horfes. On the a3d we crofted the 
White River, without the leaft difficulty, and arrived on the 31ft 
at Yudomlky Kreft ; where we found our guns and heavy bag- 
gage all fafely arrived, and were informed that Mr. SaretfhefiT 
had fet out for Ochotik four days beforet I believe this to be 

the 
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the firfl: if)ft«nce of ba^age of any kind having baen tranfported 
from Irkt^^ to this place in one feafoh by , the water con- 
veyance. 

We arrived at Ochotlk the $th of September, mid found every 
thing going on in the beft order with fpirit and alacrity. Ob- 
ferving, however, that our (hips could not be ready for fea before 
next July, Captain Billings refolvcd upon returning to Yakutlk to 
pafs the winter. Captain SaretfliefF propofed furveying the coaft 
of the fea of Ochotlk, as far as the Chinefe frontiers, in an open 
boat ; and Captain Billings promifed to meet him in the enfuing 
month of June at the difcharge of the Aldima, to which place he 
purpofed going by land and water, with Tungoofe guides from 
Yakutlk. Matters being thus fettled, on the 12th September 
Captain Billings, Mr. Robeck, and I, again expofed ourfelves to 
the dangers and difficulties of a journey on horfeback of 1200 
verfts at fo late a feafon of the year. We got into fevere winter 
at Yudomfky Kreft on Wednefday the 20th September. The 
next morning we had 2^° below the freezing point of Reaumur, 
and the river was full of drifting ice j notwithftanding which, 
Captain Billings attempted to go by water to Uft Mayo j but the 
fecond day w'e were frozen up, and obliged to return on foot to 
the Kreft. We obtained horfes, and proceeded on the 27th Sep-’ 
tember ; but the feverity of the weather and bad roads prevented 
our reaching Yakatfk till the beginning of November 1788. 

I now obferved, that the officers of government at Yakutfk were 
fuddenly become wealthy ; that fome, who with difficulty pro- 
cured the> common neceflaries of life on our firft arrival in this 
town two years ago, were now enabled to keep a carriage, with 
every thing fuitable to that ftyle of living ; and, upon the ftri£teft 

Pa inquiry, 
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inquiiy, I fouiid, that thefe^gentlemen were the vi^onitwrs who 
were To adive ia procuring horfes for the ufe of the Expedition. 

During the winter, I employed myfelf in procuring the beft in- 
telligence that I could obtain, in addition to what I already knew, 
concerning the Yakut! ; and the refult I £ball communicate in the 
following Chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

Account of the Taiuti, colkEied from'perfonal inquiry and refearcb. 

nr HE nation known among the Ruffians by the name of Yakut! 
call themfelves Socha, and fay that they came originally from the 
ibutb. A nation of Mongals inhabit the diilriA of Krafnoyarik, 
extending to China, who alfo call themfelves Socha, and. fpeak 
the fame language as the Yakut!. Thefe relate the following 
ftory of their migration. 

The Toyon (i. e. Chief) Omogai Bey, with all his tribe and 
cattle, left the fertile plains fituated to the weft of the lake Bai- 
cal, or Baighal, to make way for a more powerful horde ; re- 
treating to the grafly meadows between Irkutlk and the river 
Lena, sow known by the name of the Buratiki Step. Here he 
refided fome years, probably at' continual ftrife with the Burati ; 
for he was compelled to fly from their fury, availing himfelf of 
the decreafing moon, at which time the Burati never attack their 
enemies. Omogai crofted the Lena, at a ipot between where 
Katfhuga and Vercholenfk now Hands. He kept clofe to the 
river, making refting-places where he found pafture for his cattle, 
until he arrived at the eftuary of the Olekma. In this neigh- 
bourhood are meadows affording plenty of grafs, the rivers are 
abundantly ftored with fifh, and the woods replete with wild 
bcafts. He might, indeed, have found places equally eligible be- 
fore he came fo far to the north ; but thefe were the refort of the 
Tungoofe, and he would have expofed himfelf to their depreda- 

1. tions;. 
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tions ; for tl^e AHatic tribes, as well as thofe of America, were 
inveterate enemies to. each other, and Ikirmilhes were the fure 
confequences of meeting in their hunting parties : even now thefe 
frequently happen. While Omogai was in this fituation, two of 
his hunters fell in with a man of their own race, who was called 
Aley, or Eley, and had made his efcape from the Burati. They 
took him to Omogai’s who employed him as his labourer. His 
remarkable ftrength, (kill, and activity, foon recommended him 
to Omogais’ particular notice, and he was entrufted with the ma- 
nagement of fome excurdons. The ailoniihing fuccefs that at- 
tended all his enterprifes, induced Omogai to make him overfeer 
of all his tribe and efieds, which latter were confid^rably increafed 
by the prudence of Aley’s management ; and, in confequence of 
this increafe, the chief was obliged to extend his pofleflions to the 
vicinity of the prefent town of Yakutik and the oppofite plains. 

Omo^i, who had a daughter by his wife then living, and a 
young woman whom he had adopted, was old, jealous, and 
dreaded the effeds of Aley’s power. He obferved, that all his 
tribe cfteemed Aley to adoration j for they fuppofed him to 
pofTefs fupernatural powers, and attributed his continual good 
fortune and fuccefs to- the immediate influence of fpirits. - This 
made him uneafy ; and, with a view of fecuring his poflTeffions 
and his name, he offered Aley his daughter in marriage. Aley 
now avowed himfelf a Shaman^ and afllimed the powers of divi- 
nation. He told Omogai, that his daughter would never have 
children, end therefore he would not take her; but demanded the 
young woman that the chirf had adopted, with whom he fhould 
have a numerous family. The mother violently oppofed this 
union, but Omogai at length confented. Aley’s life was foon 
rendered very unpleafant by the perfecution of the mother and 

daughter ; 
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daughter ; but, having received very liberal prefenta Ir&m Omoga) 
at the time of obtaining the elderlhip of the tribe, and as rewards 
for his careful managcmeiit hot only of cattle and horfes, but alfo 
of men and women labourers, he was in .pofleflion of independent 
wealth ; and therefore retired, with Omogai’s confeht, two days’ 
journey from his habitation, and eftablilhed himfelf on the plains 
1 8 verfts north-weft of the prefent town of Yakutlk, by the fide 
of a branch of the river Lena,' now dry. Here he remained till 
the death of his benefaftor, when the greateft part of the tribe 
came over to him. Aley, who was now become extremely 
powerful, is reported to have had 1 2 fons and feveral daughters 
(Ghanghalas, or Chanhallas), the eldeft of whom was the founder 
of the Ghanghalalki tribe. The remaining hiftory of Omogai’s 
wife and daughter I have not been able to learn ; but the tribe is 
now known by the name of Batuliulk. It is faid to be about 
300 years fmee Omogai migrated hither, 

yhe BatuUnfki tribe was afterwards incre&fed by a number of 
the Chorintfi Burats ; but the time of their union is unknown. I 
am inclined to think that their language was difierent ; feu: if a 
Yakut be not immediately underftood by his brethren, he exprefies 
his diflike to repeat the fentence, by faying, “ I fpoke not with 
the tongue of a Chorintfi.” They know not whence they ob- 
tained the name of Yakut, but call themfelves Socha in the plural, 
and Socbalar in the fingular ; I attribute the name to die founder 
of the town of Yakutlk, or to the name of the difeoverer of thefe 
people ; for YakutofF is no uncommon name among the Collaca 
in the government of Irkutfk. 

The firft intelligence that RulEa obtained of theie people ' waa 
in 1620, when they were difeovered by the Co^cs that inha- 
bited 
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bited the Mangazey. At that time they were divided into many 
tribes ; and the diflenfions that exifted among them contributed to 
their being fobdued. 

Millach is the firft chief reported to have gone over to the Ruf- 
fians. He had a fmall tribe, which feparated from the Ghangha- 
lafki, under the charge of the chief Tygin. Millach inhabited a 
hill on the eaftern fliores of the Lena, Co verfts below Yakutfle, 
called Tlhebedal. He fupplied the Ruffians with food, and gave 
them 40 archers to fubdue Tygin and his tribe, which was ac- 
compliflied on Tygin’s falling in the field. Tribute was collefted 
in 1630, and in 1632 the firft oftrog w'as built among them on 
the mountain Tfliebedal, but afterwards removed to the place 
where the town now ftands. Millach’s tribe is now known by 
the name of Namfki Ulus, or Our Tribe, a name given to it by 
the Ruffians* 

Their number is- computed at Yakutfk to be 50,000 males ; Jnit 
1 am inclined to think that they are not fo numerous ; and my 
reafons are thefe : They fay themfclves, that in 1780 they were 
more numerous than they are now, much better circumftanced, 
and in an increafing ftate. At that time they had only one 
Commander and his Affiftant*. Upon the Socha chiefs bring- 
ing their annual tribute, they always obferved the cuftom of fhew- 
ing their particular attachment, by making thefe gentlemen a 


♦ I tm here induced to remark, that before the IJmprcfs Catherine II. cdabliflied go- 
vernments and courts of jullice throughout the empire (1782), all tliefc ch'ilant towns and 
dillriAs were governed by a voyavod and his fccretary, and Coflacs were fent among the 
tributary tribes to enforce the imperial mandates. On the ellablifhmcnt of the government, 
every town had its mayor and different courts of juflice allowed ; fo that there now exift 
many towns in thefe remote parto^ where the inhabitants confilt of government people 
only. 

trifling 
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trifling prefcnt of furs, horfes, and cattle, and fupplying tlieir 
table with flefli, fifli, milk, and butter, arul alfo with wild fowl. 
Confidcring their immenfe polTt/iions, and tlic cheapnefs of all 
the articles, thefe prefents were never fck as of any confccjucncc 
by tlie individuals who made them. At prefent, however, their 
flock is confiderably diminiflied, not amounting to one tenth part 
of what it was. inflead of iiaving only the voyavod and ifis fccrc- 
tary to deal with, they now know not how many commanders they 
have to pav their rcfpc^ls to. A commandant, a captain of the 
diflriO:, a diivdor of economy, judges of the diuereut courts of 
jufticc, with tlieir fccrctarics and dependants, and other officers, 
are oceaflonal travellers among tiiem ; beflde whieli, they com- 
plain of munbeileis exadiions according to the arbitrary will of 
their fuperiors, only authorifed by their own prefuinption. 

Thefe circumflances undoubtedly difeourage the activity of the 
Yakut, who no longer endeavours to procure wealth, bccaufe it is 
the Hkcliefl means of making him the ohjcfl of pcrfecution. Thus 
property, tranquillity, and population decreafe. The princes or 
chiefs dwelling near towns acquire their luxuries, and opprefs 
their dependant tribes to procure wine and brandy in addition to 
their koumis : this was never known among tlicm til! the year 
1785. I wall farther add, that in 17S4 tlic dill riel of Cigaufk 
produced 4834 tributary natives; but in 1789 their number 
amounted only to 193S. Mr. Bonnar, the captain of tlic diflrifl 
of Zafliiverflc, told me, that the tributary nations la his circle, 
amounted to only half the number that they were live years .ago 
and that thefe were very poor indeed. To my certain knowledge, 
upw’ards of 1500 Yakut! are hired as labourers by the inhabitants 
of the tow'n of Yakutfle ; their wives dwell wdth the tribes, and 
do not fee their hufbands for years. However, I have fome other 

0 . reafoQs, 
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reafons, which will be meationed hereafter, to account for the 
decreafe in the population of this nation^ 

Of the firft huts about the river Newya, near Olekma, and all 
along the river Lena to its eftuary, the inhabitants are in indigent 
circumftances ; as are alfo thofe of the Ochot, Amicon, Momo, 
Indigirka, Alafey, Kovima, and Jana, who fele£l: fuch plains as 
afford food for their cattle ; while the mountains are the places 
of refort of the Tungoofe. The Yakut! that inhabit the Vilui, 
Aldan, Ud, and all the intervening plains, are immenfely rich in 
cattle. 

There is perhaps no nation in the world that can exhibit a 
greater variety with regard to fize. The affluent, whofe dwell- 
ings are fituated about the meadows on the fouth fide of the 
Virchoyanfki chain, are from five feet ten inches to fix feet four 
inches high, well proportioned, extremely flrong, and very adive ; 
while the indigent inhabitants of the more northern parts are in 
general below the middle fize, indolent, and of an unhealthy 
complexion, evidently ftunted by the badnefs of their foodj the 
feverity of the climate, and the want of proper cloathing. Their 
w'ealth confifts in horfes and horned cattle. The private property 
of no individual at this inftant exceeds 2000, all fpecies included 
formerly, numbers of them pofTeffed 20,000, according to their 
own teftimony, and that of the old Coffac before mentioned. 

With regard to their capacity of fupporting themfclves, they 
are independent. Their only neceffaries are, a knife, hatchet 
(or palma), flint and fteel, and a kettle ; and with thefe articles the 
all-providing hand of God fufficiently fupplies them, and capaci- 
tates them to furnilh the other tribes. From the iron ore of the 

Vilui 
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Vilui they make their own knives, hatchets, &c. and of fuch 
temperature as baffles the more enliglitened art of the Ruffians. 
This ore may be called native iron, from the little trouble they 
have in preparing it. Every utenfil and article of drefs they 
make themfelves. 

In their roving parties, on the chafe or travelling, they only 
take with them a fcanty fupply of koumis, depending on chance 
for the reft ; and ftiould their purfuits prove unfortunate, they 
find their food in the inner bark of the pines and birch-trees, or 
the different edible roots. Squirrels arc very good eating, but 
their favourite food is the whiftling marmot. 


RELIGION. 

The Socha regard themfelves as in a perfe£l ftate of dcmono- 
cracy . In general converfation, they call God, Tanghra ; a church, 
Tanghra Dflii, God’s houfc ; and Sundays, Tanghra Kuin, God’s 
day. 1 could not obtain any explanation of the attributes of 
I’anghra. Thofe of other gods they explain as follows : 

Aar Toyon (the merciful chief) : To liim they attribute the 
creation, and fuppofe him to have a wife, whom they call Kubey 
Chatoon (fliining in glory) : they are both all-mighty. — Another 
god, named Wcchfyt (the advocate), carries up their prayers, and 
executes the refolutious of the godhead : Wechfyt, they fay, ufed 
frequently to appear among them, and ftill continues now and 
then to fhew himfclf, affuming the form of a white ftallion, or 
different birds, frpm the eagle to the cuckoo. — Shefiugal Toyon 
(the protedlor) : he intercedes for them, and procures all defirable 
things, as children, cattle, riclies, as well as ali good and corn- 
ers fortablc 
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fortable things : his wife they call Akfyt (the giver). — Thefe are 
their benevolent gods ; and I may add to the number a being 
which they adore in the fun ; to thefe they pffer facrifices only 
once a year. They attribute a particular being to the fire, and 
conftantly offer facrifices, fuppofing him equally poffeffed of the 
powers of good and evil.— Their malevolent fpirits are very nu- 
merous ; for they have no lefs than 37 tribes or companies of 
aerial fpirits : their chief they call Ooloo Toy on : he has a wife 
and many children : Sugai Toyon (the god of thunder) is his 
minifier of immediate vengeance (Sugai is hatchet) : the reft they 
diftinguifti by the names of different colours. Cattle and horfes 
are facred to the different fpirits whofe colours they bear. They 
alfo reckon eight tribes of fpirits inhabiting Mung Taar (ever- 
lafting mifery). Their chief is called Afharay Bioho (the 
mighty) : thefe have wives, and the cattle facred to them are 
quite black; their departed. Ihamajas are fuppofed to. unite to 
thefe. They are in great dread of another evil goddefs, whom 
they call Enachfys (cowherdefs) : Ihe damages the cows, inflidt's 
diforders on them, deftroys calves, &c. and is frequently hor 
Qoured with offerings to be propitious to their ftoqk.. 


CEREMONIES.. 

Their holidays commence with the month of June, and laft 
about 15 days. The mares having caft, a ftiorttime is allowed 
the colts to fuck, that they may acquire ftrength j they are then 
tied up, or pent in coops about the hut,, to prevent their fucking 
at will ; which is only allowed twice a day, when the mares are 
milked, The milk is collefted in fymirs, or large leather buckets 
formed like a bottle, wide at bottom, and narrow at the top, each. 

3 containing; 
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contauiing about an anker ; into this a fmall piece of the ftomaclt 
of a calf or colt is thrown, and fome water mixed with it. It is 
then kept in conftant agitation by a broad-ended flick, until it 
ferments, and acquires an agreeable acidity, which is very nourkh- 
ing ; and if taken in great quantities, it has an intoxicating qua- 
lity. Of this drink, which they call koumis, every one colleds 
as much as he can ; and fome of the chiefs obtain more thaa 
500 ankers of it. A day is then fixed upon by each chief to 
confecrate his flock, which is performed as follows i 

A fummer hut is built of thin poles of a conical form, covered 
with the inner bark of birch, on fome extenfive meadow. It is 
ornamented infide and out with branches of the birch-tree, and a 
hearth is made in the centre. Relations and acquaintances are 
invited to the banquet j but all guefts arc welcome of every na- 
tion indifcriminately. The magicians take the head feats } others 
are feated according to the eflimation of their feniority 

When the hut is full, the elder (haman riles, and commands 
one of the Socha that he knows to be qualified (namely, that has 
not feen a corpfe within the month, and that has never been 
accufed of theft, or bearing falfe witnefs againfl any body, which 
defiles them for ever, and renders them unqualified for this facred 
and folemn talk) to take a large goblet, called a tlhoron, which Is 
ufed to drink out of on folemn occafions, and fill it with koumis 
out of the firft fymir ; then to place himfelf before the hearth, 
with his face to the eaft, holding the tlhoron to his breafl about 


* Years do not fecurc the title of fenlor, (Oghonlor,) which Is the greateft term of 
refpeft that the Socha know. Magicians have it, and all fuch as arc capable of advifing 
tlic proper means to be adopted to fecurc fuccefi to fuch pubHc and private concerns as arc; 
lint uoua and good. 


twa 
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two minutes. He then pours koumis three times on the hot 
embers, as an offering to Aar Toyon. Turning a very little to 
the right, he pours three times to Kubey Chatoon ; then to the 
fouth he offers in the fame manner to eacli of the benevolent gods. 
With his face to the w^eft, he pours three times to the 27 tribes 
of aerial fpirits ; and three times to the north to the eight tribes 
of the pit, and to the manes of their departed forcerers. After a 
iliort paufe, he eoncludes his libation by an offering to Enachfys 
the cowherdcfs. The forcerer then turns the man with his face 
to the eaft, and commences a prayer aloud, thanking the god- 
head for all favours received, and foliciting a continuance of their 
bounty. On concluding his prayer, he takes off his cap, with 
which he fans himfelf three times, and cries out aloud, “ Oorui !” 
(grant) which is repeated by all prefent. The cider fliaman then, 
taking the tflioron, drinks a little, and hands it to his brethren of 
the fame order ; from whom it paffes to the company as they fit, 
except fuch as are defiled. Women are not admitted into the 
hut ; nor are they, or the difqualificd, allowed any of the koumis 
out of the firfl: lymir, wdiich they call fandified, as poffeffing the 
power of purifying and ftrengthening in a divine fenfe. 

They all now go out of the hut, and feat themfelves on the 
ftrewed branches of birch, in lialf circles fronting the eaft. All 
the fymirs are carried out, and placed between the branches of 
trees ftuck in the earth, and they commence drinking ; every 
crefeent having their fymirs, tlhoron, and prefiding ftiaraan, 
who fills the goblet, and pufhes it about with the courfe of the 
fun. The quantity that they drink is incredible. Tournaments 
now begin, wreftling, running, leaping, &c. ; and if any one 
carry off the prize in all the achievements, he is efteemed as par- 
ticularly favoured by the deities, and receives more relped and 

credit 
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credit in his teftimony than falls. to the lot of a common man. 
Wlien the ceremony is hnifhed, they mount their horfes, forming 
half circles, drink a parting draught, and, wheeling round with 
the fun’s courfe, ride home. Women attend, and form parties 
among themfelves at fome diftancc from the men, where they 
drink, dance, &cc. 


MAGICIANS, OR SHAMANS. 

Men and women are both admitted to this order ; but very few 
of the latter, as particular circumftances attending their birth or 
infancy can alone author! fe their inauguration. Young men are 
inftrufted by an old profeflbr, who accompanies them by day and 
night to the moft folitary parts of the woods ; thews them the fa- 
vourite fpots of the fpirits of the air, and of the pit ; and teaches 
them to cite their appearance, and claim their influence. I have heard 
moft wonderful relations of their power, even from the Ruffians ; 
but, notwithftanding I have feen their enchantments or incanta- 
tions many times, I never could difeover any of their feats equal 
to that of a common conjurer in England. The following is an 
account of their performance : 

When a fick Socha fends for a fhaman to appeafe the wrath of 
the evil fpirits that torment him, the forcerer takes a fwitch, ties 
a few hairs from the mane of a horfe to the end of it, walks and 
jumps about the fick perfon, waves his fwitch, and conjures the 
demons to appear and relate the caufe of their tormenting him, 
and how they are to be appeafed. 

After fome time has pafled in this invocation, he ftarts, pre- 
tends to fee the fpirits, and, liftening to their admonition for fome 

time. 
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time, turns to the patient, and tells him whence the fpirits came ; 
that it was witli a view of deftroying him, but that they might be 
induced to accept as a facrifice, inftead of him, a fat mare or a cow, 
mentioning the particular colour. This is immediately procured ; 
for whoever has one anfwering the defeription readily gives it. 

The offering being procured, the fliaman drefles himfelf in full 
form, walks with his fwitch to the polfclfed, embraces him, and 
commands the demons to leave him ; then, rifing in great agita- 
tion, he fiiddenly fprings upon the offering, raving and fliouting 
as much as he poffibly can : the bead now ftarting, and being 
leftlefs, is a proof of the pain that it endures from the demon. 

The following morning the facrifice is led to the place ap- 
pointed, which is always on a rifing ground at the entrance into 
a wood. Four poles are driven into the ground, on which they 
ere£l: a ftage covered with twigs, whereon the offering is llain 
and fkinned. The flefh is dreffed and 'eaten on tlic fpot ; the 
bones collected, wrapped up in the twigs that were on the fcaffold, 
put infide the fkin of the animal, and ftuck at the top of fomc 
tree on the fpot : if the facrifice was to the aerial fpirits, the head 
is direded upwards ; if to the fpirits of the pit, the head is look- 
ing downwards. The forcerer then, arrayed in his magic robes, 
takes his tambour, and begins his formal fpclls ; beating his tam- 
bour, raving, jumping, and ufing an unintelligible jargon in the 
moft extravagant manner ; his long hair hanging over his face, 
he conjures the fpirit of the facrifice to its demons, and the de- 
mons to their proper place of retirement j feems, fevcral times dur- 
ing his incantations, to faint, during which paroxyfms he receives 
the infpired power of prognofticating the fate of the difeafed, 
and the day either of his refforation to health, or of his death. If 

he 
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he prove miftaken, it is not regarded as arifing from want of fkill, 
hilt the unacceptablenefs of the facrifice, which is occafionally re- 
newed till he dies or recovers. 

If a fhaman acquaints any family that foine demon is intent ou 
infli<Sing a puniftiment, oiFerings are made to avert the evil ; not. 
of live beafts, but the rich Ikins of animals, which are hung up in 
a confpicuous part of the hut, and buried with the owner when 
he dies. 

The magician’s drefs is a leather jacket, with fleeves from the 
flioulder to the elbow ; along the outer feam, long flips of leather 
are fewn, as alfo round the bottom, hanging to the ground. The 
jacket is covered with iron plates, and pieces of iron and brafs 
hanging, which makes a difmal noife while he is leaping about 
and beating his tambour. He has alfo a piece of leather, like a 
long apron, reaching from his chin to his knees, tied before, and 
ornamented in the fame manner. His tambour is very large, and 
alfo ornamented in the edges and crofs bars with iron and brafs ; 
and his flick is covered with the Ikin of fome fliort-haired animal. 
He alfo wears, at the commencement of his incantations, a fur 
cap ; but this he throws off almofl as foon as he begins his magic 
fpells. 


METHOD OF DIVIDING TIME. 

The year they call gil, and divide it into four feafons, faas 
(fpring), foyin (fummer), kuifan (autumn), and kifun (winter). 
A month they call ooi j of thefe they have 1 2 in the year, of 
30 days, adding a fupplemental moon for the deficiency every 
flxtb year. Their months are named as follow : 

R 


Befla 
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Bcfia 

Budding month 

May 

Otti 

Hay ditto 

June 

Otterfhachia 

Hay forks Racking 

July 

Tierdinnai 

Fourth 

Auguft 

Beflinnai 

Fifth 

September 

Altidnai 

Sixth 

Odlober 

Settinnm 

Seventh 

November 

Okfmnai 

Eighth 

December 

Tochfinnai 

Ninth 

January 

Ollunnai 

Tenth 

February 

Koluntutor 

Stallion 

March 

Buffuftur 

Thawing 

April. 


They have no fpecific name for the fupplemental month every 
iixth year. 

They know the time of night by the fituation of the great 
bear and the polar ftar : the former they call araghas folus. 

Of the approaching feafons they judge by the following phe- 
nomenon. If the pleiades, which they call oorgel, appear before 
the moon when feven days old in the month of January, they 
expeft fpring to commence in the beginning of April ; if when 
nine days old, at the end of April ; but if this happens on the 
tenth day, they expedt a late fpring, and begin to be very 
faving of their fodder. Tliey reckon diftance by time ; and 30 
or 40 verfts, according to the goodnefs of the roads,, make a day's 
journey. 

PUNISHM£NT3, CUSTOMS, SUPERSTITfON, &C. 

I have not traced any atrocious vices among the Yakuti or 
Socha. Robberies are leldom committed j fometimes, indeed, 

they 
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they lole cattle ; but this I believe to be more the efTedl of their 
ftraying than their being ftolen, as detedion is alihoft certain ; 
for they have an aftonifliing memory, and relate all their lofles at 
every public meeting, as weddings, &c. ; and if any one has in his 
travels feen fuch a beaft as is deferibed, he relates where and when : 
thus they are traced, and the punifliment is, not only reftoration 
to the party injured, but the thief is compelled to ipakc good all 
the Ioffes of the other Yakuti during the year, whether he has 
ftolen the property or not. If an accufation be laid againft any 
by his companion, of having ffolen and eaten or killed cattle, he 
rauft either pay for the fame, receive a flogging (which is very dif- 
graceful), or take an oath of his innocence; and, fliould an innocent 
man be accufed, he will, in general, rather pay for them than 
take the ffipulated oath, which is adminillered with the following 
ceremony : 

A magician places his tambour and drefs before the fire, the 
embers of which are burning. The accufed {lands before it, 
facing the fun, and fays ; “ May I lofe during my life all that 
“ man holds dear and defirable, father, mother, wives, children, 
“ relations ; all my poffelfions and cattle ; the light of the fun, 

and then my own life ; and may my Ipirit fink to eternal mi- 
** fery (mung taar), if I be guilty of the charge laid againll me 1” 
The magician throws butter on the hot embers ; the man ac- 
cufed muft then ftep over the tambour and drefs, advance to the 
fire, and fwallow fome of the exhaling fmoke from the butter ; 
then, looking to the fun, ** If I have fworn falfe, deprive me 
“ of thy light and heat.”^pome of the tribes clofe the ceremony 
by making the accufed bite the head of a bear ; becaufe they 
allow this beaft to have more than human wifdom, and fuppofe 
that fome bear will kill the aggreffor. 

R 2 
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They are very revengeful of infults ; nay, even entail revenge- 
on their progeny : nor do they ever forget a benefit received ; for 
tliey not only make reftitution, but recommend to their offspring 
the ties of friendfhip and gratitude to tlieir benefadfors. They 
are very obedient to their chiefs and oghoniors, and fhew their 
attachment by frequent vifits and prefents. They are extremely 
hofpitable and attentive to travellers, efpecially to fuch as behave 
with a degree of good nature, and very inquifitive and intelli- 
gent j for they afk queftions freely, and anfwer any without em- 
barraffment or hefitatiom They are anxious to fecure friendlhip 
and a good name, and feem to ftudy the difpofitions of fuch as may 
be of fervice to them, to whom they are liberal in prefents, and 
even in flattery. They deliberate in council on all matters of 
public concern, as the courfe to be taJ'.en by each in the chafe, &Ci 
The oghoniors are furrounded by the reft, and their advice is 
always taken. I have never feen an old man contradidled or 
oppofed, but always as implicitly obeyed as a father of a family. 
A young man ever gives his opinion with the greateft refpedl 
and caution ; and even when afked, he fubmits. his ideas to the 
judgment of the old. 

The Yakuti are a healthy and hardy race, bear the extremes of 
heat and cold to an aftonifhing degree, and travel in the fevereft 
frofts on horfeback, frequently fuflTering much from hunger ; they 
are, however, fubjeft to rheumatic pains, boils, the itch, and fore 
eyes; and great numbers were carried off in 1758 and 1774 by 
the fmall-pox and meafles ; the fhamans are their doflors. They 
arc extremely fuperftitious, and almoft every tribe has its objefl 
of veneration, but not of worfhip, as the eagle, the fwan, the 
ftallion, &c. Ravens, crows, and cuckoos, are ominous birds ; 
if thefe perch near their huts, they dread, fome misfortune, which 
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is only to be averted by (hooting the bird. Eagles and large 
birds of prey are, on the contrary, the foreboders of good. They 
always take care that the doors of their huts (hall face the eaft. 
The fire-place is nearly in the middle ; the back of the chimney 
towards the door, and a free paflage quite round it. The fides of 
the but are furnilhed with benches and fmall cabins, which ferve 
for fleeping places. The bench extends about four feet into the 
hut, where the inhabitants fit. The men keep the fouth fide, 
and the women the north. Except the hoftefs, no woman may- 
give any thing to eat or drink to a male ftranger before the fire- 
plnre, but mufi walk round the chimney to prefent it. 

They never wafli any of their eating or drinking utenfils ; but, 
as foon as Jlfli is emptied, they clean it with the fore and middle 
finger ; for they think it a great fin to wafli away any part of 
their food and apprehend that the confequence will be a fcarcity. 
Their earthen veflels they keep extremely clean, becaufe they 
can make them fo by burning, in which cafe the fire accepts the 
remain^ that adhered to the fides. Before they begin to eat any 
thing, they throw a fmall fpoonful into the fire as an offering of 
thanks. The rich are efteemed to be under the protcdion of the 
gods } but the poor are rejedled as forfaken, and only protedled 
by their relations, or obliged to hire themfelves out to work. 
Every Yakut bears two names, and is never called by the right, 
except in cafes of neccffity ; thus they think they evade the 
.varch of the evil fpirits bent on tormenting them. They never 
mention the dead, except allegorically, and leave the hut to ruins 
wherein any one has expired, thinking it the habitation of 
demons. 


Travelling 
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Travelling with Captain Billings to the river Mayo, I obferved 
the following offering in the hut of Surtuyea Birdugin, an un- 
chriftencd prince or chief, to Sheffugai Toyon and his wife Akfyt, 
for the blefling of children, called Ogo Oyetto, the child’s neft. 
It was a horfe-hair cord tied round the chimney, leading to the 
flecping place of the hoft and hoftefs, ornamented with bunches 
of horfe hair. Two round pieces of the bark of birch, to reprc- 
fent fun and moon, fufpended ; alfo the reprefentation of a ftal- 
lion and a marc formed out of the bark, and a few wooden dolls 
dreffed. The cord was fattened to the poll at the head of their 
bed, where was placed a wicker balket with mofs and fur at the 
bottom ; and on a little table in the halkct was fet a very fmall 
wooden bowl, containing boiled flour ; all of which was placed 
by a lliaman with great magic ceremony. The prince has three 
■wives, and was married 15 years without having had any chil- 
dren before this offering was made ; but afterwards each of his 
wives bore their lhare of children, and he has now fix fons and 
daughters. This account was related to Captain Billings and 
me in the prefence of Mr. Hornoflky, the captain of the diftridl 
of Yakutlk, by the prince himfelf ; each wife has her feparate 
dwelling fome miles dittant from either of the others j and a fimi- 
lar offering is placed in each of their huts. 

At the time of parturition, the hulband is called, and two 
fkilful women in his prefence alfift the delivery. If a fon be 
born, a fat mare is killed on the third day ; all the neighbours 
are invited to fupper ; the child is rubbed all over with fat, and a 
name given to it, — the more infignificant the better, for an elegant 
name would entice the demons to be continually about it. No 
oeremony is obferved if the child be a daughter. 


MARRIAOS 
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MARRIAGE CEREMONY. 

The ceremony of buying a wife is extremely formal and te- 
dious. A young man who wiflies to marry fends his friend to 
afk the confent of the bride’s father, ai^ what kalym (purchafe) 
he demands ; that is, how many horfes and cattle, as alfo the 
quantity of raw meat, horfe fleih, and beef, that he requires for 
treats and feafts : this they call kurim ; half of the quantity is 
always given in prefents to the bridegroom by the bride’s hither, 
and is called yrdy. The daughter’s inclinations are always con- 
fulted ; and, if fhe does not objed):, the kalym and kurim are fti- 
pulated* The bridegroom kills two fat mares, drefles the heads 
whole, and the ilefli in pieces, and goes with three or four friends 
to the father of the bride. On his arrival at the hut, one of his 
friends enters and places one of the drelTed horfes’ heads before 
the fire, and returns to his companions without fpeaking a word. 
They then all enter the hut, and, a forcerer being placed oppofite 
the fire, the bridegroom kneels on one knee with his face towards 
it, into which butter is thrown j he then lifts up his cap a little, 
and nods his head three times without bowing his body. The 
forcerer pronounces him the happy, man, and prophcfics a 
fucceffion of happy years, &c. Then the bridegroom rifes, 
bows to the father and mother, and takes his feat oppofite the 
bride’s place, but keeps filent. The meat is then brought in, 
and the father of the bride diftributes it among his own friends, 
but kills a fat mare to treat his new guefts. Supper being over, 
the bridegroom goes to bed ; the bride, who has not been prefent, 
is conduced into the hut and to Ids bed by fome old woman, 
and they fleep together j fometimes, however, the bride docs not 
appear at the firfl: vifit. In the morning, the friends return home ; 

but 
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but the bridegroom remains three or four days. A time is now 
fixed for the payment of the kalym, either at the new or full 
moon. The kalym and kurim are then carried, without any ce- 
remony, and delivered in the prefence of many friends, who are 
fcafted, and the bridegroom remains again three or four days, 
and fixes a time to rec^ve the bride at his own dwelling, which 
muft be new built on purpofe, and this alfo at the new or full 
moon. All her relations, male and female, with friends and neigh- 
bours, fometimes more than a hundred, accompany the bride 
with her father and mother, taking with them eight or ten fymirs 
full of melted butter, and the drefled meat of three fat mares. 
They go to the new hut prepared for them ; three men are fent 
to the bridegroom in his old hut, and the greateft drinkers are 
chofen for this purpofe. On entering, the firft fays, “ We are 
“ come to fee your dwelling, and to fix pofts before your door.” 
They then kneel on one knee before the fire. An ayach * is filled 
with koumis, and handed by two men to the three kneeling, each 
of whom empties an ayach at three draughts. They then rife 
and go out, all the company fainting them with one cheer. Three 
others enter ; the firft with nine fables, the fecond with nine foxes, 
and the tliird with 27 ermine^lkins : thefe they hang on a peg in 
the chief corner of the hut, and retire. Then a number of wo- 
men conduct the bride, her face being covered with ermine fkins, 
to the hut ; the entrance has a wooden bar placed acrofs it, but 
of no ftrength, which the bride breaks with her breaft, and enters 
the hut. She is placed before the fire, holding her hands open 
before her, into which feven pieces of flicks are put ; as alfo 
feveral pieces of butter, which fhe throws into the fire. The 
ihaman pronounces a blefting ; Ihe then rifes, and is again con- 


* An urn»(haped wooden veflel witli three leg«i which contains from two to four gallons. 

duded, 
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duded, with her face concealed all the while, to the new hut, 
where the cover is taken from her face. The bridegroom enters, 
and feafts his guefts two days ; then prefents all his relations with 
cattle, over and above the kalim j which is, however, returned, 
on paying their formal vifits, perhaps a year or more afterwards. 
Polygamy is allowed, and fome have fix wives j but the firft is 
refpefted by all the reft ; they dwell in feparate huts ; and ii^ 
cafe of bad condud they are returned home, and the greateft part 
of the kalim is given back. This, however, very feldom hap- 
pens : 1 have not been able to hear of a fingle inftance. 


BURIALS. 

The corpfe is firft drefled in the beft apparel of the deceafed, and 
ftretched out ; the arms tied tight round the waift ; then inclofed 
in a ftrong box, with the knife, flint, fteel, and tinder ; alfo fome 
meat and butter, “ that the dead may not hunger on the road to 
the dwelling of fouls.” A ihaman prdfides ; the wives and rela- 
tions accompany the proceifion to a certain diftance ; the favourite 
riding-horfe . of the deceafed is Saddled and accoutred, with 
hatchet, palma, kettle, &c. and led to the place of interment, as 
is alfo a fat mare. Two holes are dug under fome tree ; then the 
horfe is killed, and buried in one, while the corpfe is. laid in the 
other. The mare is killed, drefled, and eaten by the guefts ; the 
Ikin fufpended on the tree, under which the body lies with the 
head to the weft. The fliaman takes his tambour, and invokes 
the demons to let the fpirits of the departed reft in peace, and 
finilhes the ceremony by filling up the grave. A ihaman is 
buried with the fame ceremony, and his tambour with him. If 
an elder brother die, his wives become the property of the 

S younger ; 
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younger ; but if a younger brother die, his wives are free ; yet 
they feldom marry again, except they be very poor. 

Their drefs is much more complete than that of the Tungoofe ; 
and the more wealthy among them wear a cloth coat lined and 
trimmed with fur, with tight and well made pantaloons ; but their 
boots are ill fliapen. The women drefs very like the Tungoofe, 
but are in general not fo clean or fprightly. 


EMPLOYMENT. 

About the 25th of June, at the conclufion of their holidays, 
they commence their fummer occupation by collecting a great 
fupply of the inner bark of the pine and birch, which they dry 
on racks in their huts ; hay-making and fifhing then occupy the 
time till berries are ripe, when they colleCt an immenfe quantity, 
and boil to preferve them. In the beginning of October they kill 
their winter ftock of cattle for food, and let it freeze, which pre- 
ferves it frefh and good j of courfe they fave fo much hay. In 
October and November they catch fifh under the ice. Toward 
the end of the latter month, they go out on the chafe ; for, 
wolves and foxes they place in their tracks poifoned baits of 
corrolive fublimate, which they call fullima, and alfo of nux vo« 
mica (Tftiillebucha) ; befides having traps fet, fpring bows, &c. 
They are very expert archers, and have a plentiful Vupply of ar- 
rows in their quivers. 

The women make all their cloathing, look after the cattle, 
milk the cows and mares, chop wood, drefs food, See, 
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They have no amufements beyond feafting, eating, and drink- 
ing. Sometimes, indeed, the women dance, which, however, is 
only forming a ring, and walking round with the fun’s courfe. 
Their fongs are inharmonious, and almoH: all extempore on any 
objedl that ftrikes the imagination. 

They drefs leather for ufe in the following manner ; For 
fymirs, they take a frelh ikinned cow’s or horfe’s hide, and 
fteep it in water a few days, when the hair eafily rubs off. It 
is then hung up till nearly dry, when they lay it in blood until 
foaked through, and then hang it in a fmoky place for' a 
confiderable time : of this they make their buckets and foals of 
boots, &c. as the latter are completely water-proof, and the 
buckets, or fymirs, even retain oil. The legs of boots they make 
of colt’s or calf’s fkins, fcraped and rubbed till they be foft, then 
fewn, fteeped in blood, and dried in fmoke ; afterwards blackened 
with wood-coals and fat feveral tim^, and fmoked again ; they 
then are water-proof. Elk and deer Ikins are drefled with and 
without the hair on, by being covered with a pafte made of clay, 
and the undigefted food from the maw j or with cow-dung hung 
up till nearly dry, then rubbed and fcraped till foft. They are 
then either kept of their natural colour, or dyed of a red colour 
with the bark of alder and aflies boiled together, or elfe of a yel- 
low colour with the roots of forrel. The thread with which they 
few their clothes is made of the finews from the legs of the horfe, 
deer, or elk. 

Notwithilanding the llrideft enquiries, I could not obtain any 
intelligence of remarkable places, or fprings, of any kind, except 
the mouiitain where Commodore Bering obtained coals in his ex- 
pedition of 1725, and forged his anchors near the famous mount 

S 2 Tihebedali 
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TIhebedal, from whence they were tranfported by water to Yudom- 
iky Kreft, carried by land to Urak Plotbiflia, and down the Oorak, 
or Urak river, to the fea and port of Ochotik, 

The mountain is fituated on the Yakutlk plains 6o verfts north 
of the town, on the confines of the Lena ; it is called by the Ruf- 
fians Surgutfkoi Kamen. I paid a vifit to it in the beginning of 
March 1789 ; and found it the extremity of the ridge that bounds 
the plains toward the river ; it is perpendicular ; about 50 fathom 
high ; formed chiefly of iron-ftone, free-ftone, and ftrata of coals, 
lying horizontally, from one to about three and a half feet thick, and 
of inconfiderable length ; they then break off, and the fame ftrata 
feeras continued foinetimes five or fix feet higher or lower. They 
refemble petrified trees, the end towards the north being thicker 
than towards the fouth j fome have fhort branches (hooting from 
them of about five or fix feet in length. About half way up the 
mountain, there feems in one place to be a warm fpring j for I 
obferved a vapour or faint fmoke afcend from it, and the ground 
near it w'as wet. 

On my way thither, I paffed the night in one of the huts of a 
Yakut about 10 verfts from the mountain, and obferved there a 
fmall furnace with a pair of hand-bellows fixed, which were double, 
and gave a conftant blaft when worked with both hands. I faw 
fome fpecimens of iron ore obtained in the neighbourhood, exact- 
ly refembling that of the Vilui in curious forms and (hapes. This 
iron. my hoft worked into knives, palmas, hatchets, &c. without 
fufion, bringing it into a very foft ftate by heat, and beating it 
out. He ufed charcoal for this purpofe, nor did he know, till I 
(howed him, that the coals, which he called black ftones, would 
burn ; and he was inclined to think me a forcerer for making 

them 
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them inflammable. This mountain, however, afibrded him grind- 
ftones. 

Returning homeward, I arrived late at a hut about 18 verfts 
from town, and refolved on paffing the night in it. The land- 
lord, an old Sochalar, entertained me with an account of his own 
pedigree ; tracing himfelf, in a direiSt line, from Aley ; and af- 
fured me that this was the neighbourhood to which he retreated 
from Omogai ; of which retreat he gave me the following account : 

Aley received numberlefs prefents from Omogai and his de- 
pendents during his elderfliip ; but was obliged to leave all thefe 
behind him, and was driven from Omogai with only two old 
mares, on which he and his wife rode ; all his pofleflions at the 
time were, the clothes on their backs, a bow and arrows, a hatchet, 
palma, and two knives, with fire materials. Aley thought this 
a convenient fpot ; and, halting the fecond day, built a temporary 
hut, colle£ted carefully the dung of his mares, and, when the 
wind Wew towards Omogai’s habitations, made fires of the dung, 
the fmell of which allured the ftrayed cattle to his dwelling : he 
then carefully fed and watered them, and drove them back. 

Aley now built himfelf a very large hut and fiorehoufes. Be- 
fore his hut he ftuck up pods, with carved tops, for travellers to 
tie their horfes tp, and made a number of hurdle coops and pens 
clofe to his dwelling. The cattle conftantly returning, with frefli 
numbers of mikh cows and mares, Aley colleded immenfe quan- 
tities of butter, milk, and koumis ; and, having been very fuccefs- 
ful in the chafe, he had a great fupply of the meat of the elk and 
deer, with game of all kinds. He now purpofely wandered to 

the 
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the places that he knew to be frequented by Otnogai’s tribe, fell 
in with feme of his hunters, and brought them to his dwelling, 
having previoufly cautioned his wife to keep the ftrayed cattle 
far from his habitation. Omogai’s people were allonidied at the 
elegance of the habitation, and the profufion of filh and fleQ) of 
different animals ; but, above all, at the quantities of koumis and 
butter with which he treated them^ knowing that he had no 
cattle. 

Aley told them, that he had been admonifhed by his fpirits, or 
demons, to form the different pens which they faw before and 
round his hut, and to affix the pofts for the horfes of his vifitors ; 
alfuring him, that his guefts fhould be numerous, and his pof- 
feffions great. He punctually obeyed the injunction of his de- 
mons } and, to his aflonifhment, obferved a white-mouthed ftal- 
lion lead to his pens a number of mares and cows : thefe his wife 
milked ; which being effected, they vaniffied from his fight, but 
returned every night and morning. He kept his guefts all night ; 
and in the morning fent them away, with provifions for the road, 
and prefents of rich furs for Omogai, his wife, and daughter, 

Aley had now feveral children, and was very defirous of ob- 
taining, by fair means if poffible, the property that he ought to 
have received from Omogai. Not doubting that the reports of 
the hunters, and the prefents fent, would effcCl a reconciliation 
between, them, and aftonifh his whole tribe, Aley refolved on pay- 
ing his old mafter a vifit, with additional prefents, and inviting 
him, with the heads of his tribe and families, to pafs a day or 
two at his habitation. He was well received, and Omogai pro- 
mifed to attend, with his wife, daughter, and friends, at an ap- 
pointed 
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pointed time. Aley, on his return, built a very large temporary 
hut to receive his guefts. They came and brought with them a 
confiderable prefent of cattle. Aley treated them with great 
fplendor for three days, received the prefent as fuch, and claimed 
with humility the cattle and labourers that had been unjuftly 
kept from him, and which were his due, becaufc he had ferved 
for them. Omogai acknowledged the demand to be juft ; but 
by the oppofition of his wife and daughter was prevented from 
granting it. They departed with their friepds ; but Aley, through 
the influence of his demons, caufed a violent ftorm and extreme 
darknefs, in which they ftrayed feveral days ; at length Omogai, 
his wife, and daughter, reached home ; but the greater part of 
his friends returned to Aley, and acknowledged him their chief ; 
being much difgufted at the refufal that he had received, and per- 
haps dreading the influence of his fupernatural powers. 

Omogai died ihortly after, and the greateft part of his tribe 
we^t over with their cattle to Aley ; but Batulin, one of his 
Rewards, married the daughter, and fecured the reft. She never 
bore him children, however j but Batulin took other wives, and 
had feveral. 

Aley had twelve fons and feveral daughters. Changhalas he 
initiated in his magic art, and he was the founder of the Changa- 
lalki tribe. 

This account is general among the Ghangalaiki, who adore the 
ftallion ; but the hiftory, as 1 have before related it, is credited by 
the greater number* 


To 
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To give my readers an idea of the population of thefe northern 
parts of Siberia I here note the inhabitants from the latitude of 
64 to the extremity of the north coaft> and from the river Kovima, 
weftward to the Anabara. 

The diftrid of Zalhiverlk comprehends the rivers Kovima, 
Alafey, Indigerka, and Yana, and thofe that flow into them ; the 


tributary nations are, Yakut! - - 2810 

Lamut and Tungoofe - 742 

Yukagiri - - 322 

Tlhuvantfl and Chatinfy - 37 


Tribute received 1788 amounts to rubles 4560 for 3911 males. 


The circuit is about 6000 verfts in circumference. The diftrid 
of Giganfk, a town north of Yakutlk on the Lena, contains one 
church, two government houfes, feven private ones, and 15 huts. 
It has a mayor (Gorodnitfhik) and his chancery, a court of the 
diftrid (Zemikoi Sud), and a magiflracy, although the merchants 
are mere trading pedlars, and only two, I think, in number. Its 
circuit alfo is about 6000 verfts from the Yana to the Anabara, 
which divides the governments of Tobolfk and Irkutfk. The 
tributary nations are, Yakut! - - 1445 

Tungoofe - - 489 

*938 

Tribute received in 1788 — 56 fables, 262 foxes, and nibles 1169 
in money. 

The Rufl^ans inhabiting both diftrids, including exiles, &c. do 
not exceed 750 males. 

* All Afiatic Kvffia, eaft of the Uraliaa or Virchotorian chain, is now Siberia. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 

L£ave Takutjk. — Arrive at the Village AmginJkoi.-—VJl Mayo Pry'- 
tan. — Arrive at Ochotjk . — Two nevo Vejfels launched, and named 
The Glory of Rujfia, and The Good Intent. — The latter Ship 
wrecked: a Circwnjlance which bad been predidled by the fuperjli^ 
lions Inhabitants from an ominous flight of Crows.-^A Courier 
from Peterjburg arrives. — An Ifland difeovered, and named 
fotias's yiand. — Arrive at the Harbour of St. Peter and St. 
Paul in Kamt/hatka, where we winter, making only occaflonal 
Excurflons, 

The ice of the river Lena broke up the 17th May, and on the 
a 2d we croffed to the Yarmank, where horfes were provided for 
us, and we were attended by the Ifpravink of Yakutfk. The 
river had overflowed the low country j Tome ice was Hill float-* 
ing down' the flream, and a great number of trees. 

We immediately proceeded on our journey to the Aldan, at 
the sdifeharge of the river Mayo. I have already delcribed the 
plains between Yakutfk and this river ; but on our prefent route 
we flopped at a village called Amginflcoi Sloboda, inhabited by 
168 Siberian colonifts, fent hither to grow corn, which, how- 
ever, does not anfwer, except for their own fupport, and not al- 
ways that ; for in fome years nothing is produced. , The inhabi- 
tants get their bread chiefly by trading with the neighbouring 
tribes in trinkets and brandy. They informed us, that none of 
the wandering Tungoofe were yet arrived at the Uft Mayoj and, 

T upon 
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upon being confulted about the road to the Aldama and Ulkan 
rivers (at the difcharge of which Captain Billings had promifed 
to meet Captain Saretflieff), they gave fo bad an account of it, 
that Captain Billings rcfolved to give up the thoughts of taking 
this road. He therefore difpatched a Coflac with an order from 
the Ifpravink to the Yakuti inhabiting the plains, that they Ihould 
fend immediately to the Aldan Stanok i6 horfes for our convey- 
ance by the old road to Ochotfk, 

On Thurfday the 31ft of May, we arrived at the Uft Mayo 
Priftan, oppoHte the difcharge of the Mayo, and immediately fent 
a man to the prince of the Tungoofe, who relides about ten verfts 
up the Aldan. This is the chief or head of all the Tungoofe, 
who has a number of Yakuti under his diredlion. He has feveral 
wives of the Yakut and Tungoofe, is by both thofe nations much 
refpeded, and ads as an agent to the Mongal Tartars on the 
Chinefe frontiers, to the Yakuti, and the Tungoofe. He came to 
us early in the morning of the ift June, and told us, that the road 
which Captain Billings purpofed travelling would be attended 
with fome difficulty ; that the deputies, or elders, of the wan- 
dering tribes were not yet arrived ; that he would fend a letter to 
Captain Saretflieff, and anfwer for its being delivered in 20 days, 
if he came near the coaft about the eftuaries of the Ulkan oif* Al- 
dama rivers. In confequence of this. Captain Billings difpatched 
a letter to Mr. Saretflieff, defiring that he would return immedi- 
ately to Ochotlk, and meet him there, as he hoped the ihips 
would be ready for fea. 

Boats were procured, and on the 4th June we fell down the 
ftream of the Aldan, 150 verfts to the Old Aldan ftage, where we 

arrived 
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arrived on the 7th, at fix o*clock in the evening, having for the 
lafi; eight days had rainy and ftormy weather. 

The ordered horfes were not yet arrived, nor was the Cofiac 
who was fent for them ; but we obtained twelve ftage horfes, 
with which we proceeded to Ochotfle on the 8th at noon, and 
arrived at the port on the 21ft. Here we found the largeil fliip 
ready for launching, and the other nearly fo. All the articles 
arrived fafe, and all hands in good health and fpirits ; and toward 
the end of the month Mr. SaretfiiefT returned, having received the 
letter fent him from Uft Mayo Priftan. 

Dr. Merck, our naturalift, was making a colle^ion of the cu- 
riofities about the Mariakan mountains ; but orders were dif- 
patched for his return, as we expected to get to fea about the 
middle of Auguft. 

Toward the middle of July, our largeft fhip was launched ; 
fhe went off the ftocks extremely well j but, owing to the fhoals 
in the river, it was almoll; three weeks before we could get her 
into deep water near the difeharge of the bay, where flte took in 
a part of her cargo. She was then taken out to fea about five 
miles, over the fand banks, and brought to anchor in fix fathom 
water, with a bottom of fand and ftones. We employed the 
tranfport galliots to carry guns, ftores, &c. onj^oard while in this 
fituation ; for (he could not have palTed the (hallows even in 
proper ballaft. She was named, by order of the Emprefs, the 
Slava Roflie, Glory of Rufiia. 

On the 8th Auguft, the fecond Ihip was launched, and called 
the Dobroia Namerenia, Good Intent. She was rigged, and ready 

T 2 to 
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to go out early in September-} It wasj however, neceffary to wait 
for the fpring tides to carry her over the grounds ; a galliot was 
loaden with her ftores an^ ammunition, and got ready to accom- 
pany her out. 

In the evening of the 7th of September, Captain Billings re- 
folved on carrying the fliip out the next morning ; Mr. Loftfoff, 
the pilot of the port, was ordered to take the charge, and get all 
the boats belonging to the port manned, and in readinefs, that, 
in cafe the wind fliould fail, they might tow her out } the boats 
of both fhips were alfo ordered to attend. Captain Hall, who 
had the command of this (hip, flept on board. At fix o’clock in 
the morning of the 8th, I went on board to get a book out of 
the cabin. Before I got up the tide of the fhip, the Captain alked 
me whether I brought any orders to go out. I told him that I 
did not, and afked him if he thought it was poflible. The wind 
was favourable, but very fcant } a heavy fwell from the fouth- 
weft right on fliore, and the fea breaking amazingly over the 
banks, and on the beach : this I thought indicated a fouth-well 
breeze, befide which, it was very foggy. Captain Hall faid, he 
thought it impoflible, and certainly fliould not go outj unlefs the 
commander came on board himfelf, and infilled upon it. Mr. 
Koch, the afling commandant, who was on board the tranfport 
velTel clofe allern, alked Captain Hall, if he fliould follow him ? 
The anfwer was, “ No, unlefs you mean to be call afliore ; but 
I fliall not go myfelf if I can help it.” At half pall feven Cap- 
tain Billings came on board, and, after fome converfation with 
Mr. Hall, faid, “ The pilot fliall determine.” The pilot arrived j 
Mr. Hall reprefented his fears } and added, that Mr. Loftfoff was, 
perhaps, not aware of the difference between the fliip that he was 
then taking charge of, and a galliot of fixty tons. Captain Bil- 
lings 
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lings faid, he did not think the danger fo great as Captain Hall 
reprefented j and urged the neceflity of getting out this fpring- 
tide if poffible, owing to the late feafon, and his defire of pafling 
the winter on the north-weft coaft of America. The pilot affirmed 
that there was not any danger. Captain Hall then told the crew 
to obey every order of Mr. Loftfoff, and refufed to have any charge 
in carrying the (hip out, but proffered every affiftance in his power. 
At eight o’clock, high water, juft as the tide was turning, tow- 
lines being given to fix barges and boats, Ihe call off ; it was a 
perfect calm ; the fwell very heavy ; and the fea breaking over 
the banks with great violence. The boats towed her through 
the paffage, keeping her head againft the fwell ; but when the. 
iirft boat (the largeft, which had, I believe, fixteen oars), got into 
the breakers, (he fliipped a heavy fea, and call off her tow-line *, 
The Ihip pitched exceedingly, and the Ikiff along fide had her 
head carried under water, being entangled with the fore-chains, 
and two men were walhed out of her. Every boat now call off 
her tow-line to fave the men, one of whom only they picked up. 
The fhip, driven at the mercy of the fwell, ftruck on the beach, and 
ftuck fall. At a quarter paft nine, a light breeze fprung up from 
the ibuth-weft. Her mails were cut away, but to no purpofe ; 
for the tide was on the ebb, and ihe was ibon left dry. There 
was no time to be loft ; the wreck was cleared away, and as much 
of the rigging and ftores carried on ihore as poffible. The refo- 
lution was immediately taken to fiul in one ihip to Kamtftiatka, 
and there build a fmall veffel, during the winter, of the materials 
of the loft ihip. Not having time to break her up, it was alfo 
refolved to burn her, as the quickeft method of getting at her 
iron-work. This was put in execution on the 9th September. 


* This bont rowed on board the other (hip over the bar at aachor^ aAd leturaed with 
the. Hood tide: flie could not turn in the brcakcra. 


The 



142 


ACCOUNT OF AN EJ^EDITION 

The wind was this morning jnoderate from the fouth-weft ; 
but the furf beat with fuch violence againft the beach, that the 
fpray nearly reached the church. It frefltened in the afternoon, 
and died away about midnight. 

'I’he lofs of this Ihip had been foretold by the fuperjiitious in- 
habitants of the town, from the following remarkable circum- 
ftance : In the fpring of the year, a flight of crows were fighting 
in the air, and making a dreadful noife. One of them was killed by 
the reft, and fell upon the deck of this fhip. The whole fwarm 
immediately defeended, and entirely devoured the vanquiftied 
bird, leaving no other veftiges than the feathers behind. This 
very remarkable occurrence, which was related by all our 
officers, workmen, and inhabitants, happened while I was at 
Yakutfk. 

I have judged it neceflary to be particular in my account of 
this very unfortunate circumftance ; and fhall only add, that it 
appeared to me very fortunate that the fhip did not get into the 
breakers in the narrow channel ; in which cafe (he muft inevitably 
have been driven on the bank, and in all probability not a foul 
on board would have been faved. Captain SaretlheflT was on 
board the Slava Roffie, at anchor five miles out at fea, without a 
boat. 

The morning of the loth would have been very favourable, 
with a leading wind from the north till ii o’clock, when it 
veered to the fouth-weft. I was fent on board the Slava Roifie 
with (lores, an anchor and cable, in the long boat. Captain 
Saretfheff lamented his not having been on fhore, to have oppofed 

the 
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the carrying out the (hip under fuch inaufpicious profpedls. He 
alfo exprefled great regret at the (hip’s having been burnt ; but 
was happy to hear that no lives had been loft, except that of one 
man, who had neither wife, nor family, nor friends. The body 
of this man had been feen floating at no great diftance from the 
Ihip, which filled every one on board with melancholy fenti- 
ments. I returned in the evening with the tide. The next day 
Captain-Lieutenant Bering went on board, and in the evening 
Captain-Lieutenant Saretfheif returned. 

September 14th. A courier arrived from St. Peterfburg, bring- 
ing intelligence of the war with Sweden, recommending the 
greateft economy in our proceedings, (as money was extremely 
fcarce in Ruffia) and ordering the expedition to return to St. Pe- 
terlburg if we had not failed from the port of Ochotik, or if 
things were not in complete readinefs for fea ; for they experi- 
enced a great want of naval officers and men. Towards evening 
it blew frefh from the fouth-weft, and precluded all communica- 
tion between the parties on board and on fhore. 

t 

On the 15th, it blew a hard gale from the fouth-weft. We fe- 
veral times obferved from fhore, that the fhip drove, and towards 
night that her top-mafts were ftruck. The gale continuing, we 
made fires along the beach, and obferved a lanthorn on one of 
the maft-heads. 

The 1 6th, the gale continued with unabated violence, and we 
faw with our glafles that the fhip had three anchors a-headf not- 
withftanding which, fhe frequently drove, and we expeded her 
every moment on fhore. She had very few hands on board and 

no 
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no boat. The night was terrific, with very heavy rain. Wc 
again made fires all along the beach. 

On the 17th our anxiety Increafed with the gale. We did not 
obferve her drive ; but frequently the thick weather hid her from 
our fight ; towards evening, however, to our great joy, the gale 
abated. Very early in the morning of the i8th, we fent on 
board all neceflWy hands, fiores, materials, &c. employing all the 
boats. We obferved that the fliip had driven above a mile to the 
north-eaft into three and a half fathom water ; and had fhe gone 
about forty fathom further, fhe would have got on a flioal. 

On the morning of the iqth we had four inches *of fnow on 
the ground. Captain Billings and all abfolutely ncceffary hands 
embarked * j and about noon we weighed anchor, with a mo- 
derate fouth-wefl: breeze, fhaping our courfe to the caft of the 
fouth. On the 2 2d we faw an ifland bearing fouth-wefi difiant 
about forty miles, with detached rocks round about it. We hove 
the lead, and found bottom with twelve fathom line only. This 
fmafi ifland is not noted in any of the charts, and we gave it the 
name of Jonas’s Ifland. On the 28th we pafled the remarkable 
mountain called Alaid, rifing out of the fea, and terminating in 
jL cone. Some on board declared, that in clear weather they had 
feen it at 350 verfts diftance : its fituation, however, is about 
twenty miles from the fouth point of Kamtfhatka. The fame 
day we pafled the Kurillan flraits between the fecond and third 
ifland, and arrived at St. Peter and St. Paul the ift day of Odober. 


* We were compelled to leave feveral behind us, with ftorcs,, &o. who were to follow usXo 
Kamtihatkat with the transport veil'd, in tlie fpring. 

Nothing 
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Nothing interefting, or worthy of notice, happened in this trip. 
We had very boifterous weather, and a difagreeable ftiort fca un- 
til we came into the Northern Pacific Ocean, where we expe- 
rienced an amazing difference in the climate, which was mild and 
pleafant. In Kamtlhatka the weather was very agreeable. The 
kitchen gardens belonging to the Coflacs were full of cabbages 
and other vegetables, and the views around were.more beautiful 
than any thing of the kind that I ever remember to have feen. 
The looks of all the inhabitants feemed to evince health, plenty, 
and content : and, in Ihort, every thing was completely the con- 
trary of what we had feen and felt on the river Kovima. 

We unloaded and unrigged our fliipi built barracks for our 
men, and ourfelves occupied the houfes of the inhabitants, three 
or four officers being flowed in a fmall room j but* before the 
winter fet in we made additions to the buildings, lived very com- 
fortably without diftreffing the inhabitants, and in perfect har- 
mony with them. Fiih and wild fowl were in great abundance. 
Potatoes,, carrots, turnips, and cabbages, plenty ; as well as feveral 
pleafant roots and greens which grew fpontaneous. Great variety 
of berries were found, and in fufficient quantities to yield fupplies 
of good drink. Befides which, we brewed Ipruce-bccr, and had a 
very plentiful flock of tolerably good French brandy. 

We were vifited by Veroftiagin, the prieft of Paratounka, and 
his family j and I was very happy to meet with a number of the 
acquaintances of my countrymen in Captain Cook’s Expedition. 
Nothing in nature could be more pleafant than the glow of 
friendfliip which animated their countenances with the livelieft 
exprefllon of fincere regard, when they mentioned the names of 
King, Bligh, Philips, Webber, and others j names that will be 

U handed 
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lunded down to pofterity by tradition in a Karntfliatka fong to 
their memory, with a chorus to the tune of God feme the Kiftg; 
which is frequently fung in perfeft harmony, particularly by the 
family of Veroihagin at Paratounka, by the different branches of 
which it was made. They deeply lamented the fate of Captain 
Clerke,;whofe tomb is now graced with an engraving on a Iheet 
of copper, containing a copy of the fuperlcription painted on the 
board, and fufpended on the tree under which he lies buried ; with 
this addition only, “Erected by Peroufe 1787, commander of 
the Expedition from France.” Near this place is a half-decayed 
wooden crofs, denoting the place of interment of the naturalifl: 
De Lifle de la Croyere, who died in Commodore Bering’s Expe- 
dition . — the annexed Engraving.] 

We made frequent excurfions and vifits, and were well enter- 
tained with ibngs, dances, &c. of which I purpofe, giving an ac- 
count hereafter, with a defeription of the country, and the cuf- 
tO]^8 and manners of the people. 

Fine weather continued till the 1 6th November, when we had 
fnow, and the appearance of winter fetting in j the thermometCT 
being 2, 3, and 4 degrees below the freezing point of Reauiriur. 

It was now neceffary to difeover the moft eligible place for 
building a veffel to accompany the Slava Ruflie. The only wood 
produced about the bay of Avatfha is birch ; but in the river 
Kamtlhatka are conflderable woods of larch, fir, and common 
pine. Captain Billings refolved upon vifiting the Kamtfhatka, 
in company with Captain Hall, and building in the Lower Town 
.a cutter, as a confort to the fhip 
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They quitted the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, with Mr. 
Bakoff and Surgeon Robeck, on the 24th November ; leaving 
Captain SaretfliefF to fuperiutenii. Dodor Merck, Mr, Vaconin 
(the draftfman), a bird ftufi'ei, and nectflary alfiftance, fet out the 
4th December on an excuifion, to defcribe the hot fprings, and 
colled natural curiofities. About Chriftinas, Mr. Shmaleff, the 
commander of this diftrid, arrived, and increafed the harmony 
and good humour of our fociety. 

Parties were fent to Bolftioiretik and Virchnoi, or the Upper 
Town, to prevent their quarters being heavy on the inhabitants ; 
and materials were forwarded by fmall quantities to the Lower 
Town Tor building the veflel ; for which purpofe trees were 
felled. 

We pafled a pleafant and agreeable winter in different excur 
fions to Bolfhoiretfk, &c. enjoying all the good things in Kaint- 
fhat'ka, and perfed health. The froft was generally 5° to 8°. 
The fevereft cold that we had did not exceed and lafted only 
a few hours. Snow was very deep. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Receive information from Feterjburgb of an Enemy's Ship {Swedijb) 
having been fent into thefe Seas to annoy the Ruffian Fur-Trade.—— 
Depart from Avatjka Bay. — Captain Billings caufes bis Injiruc- 
tions to be read to the Officers^ and declares his intention officering 
to the North-wejl Coqfl of America. — Ifand of Amtfntka . — 
Amli. — Oonalajhka ; Drcfs^ Manners^ Is'c. of the Natives, — Ty- 
ranny exerctfed over them by the RuJJian Hunters 

Early in the montn of Match 1790, we were all collided to- 
gether in the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, on the receipt of 
difpatches from Su Peterfburg, confirming the Swedifli war, and 
informing us of a fhip called the Mercury, mounting 16 guns, 
under the command of a Mr. Coxe, having been fent into thefe 
feas by the Court of Sweden to annoy the Ruffian fur-trade ; 
which it was to be our bufinefs to prevent. 

towards the end of April th'-* harbour was clear of ice ; but 
the mountains were dill covered with fnow, except fuch parts 
as were oppofed to the influence of the fun, where vegetation 
began. 

On the firft of May all hands embarked, and t!.“ fliip was 
hauled into the bay of Avatflia. The weather was clear and 
calm ; wc obtained fome wild garlic (Tfficromtffia), and obferved 
the hawthorn and birch beginning to bud. 

We 
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We had i6 brar8 three>pounders mounted, and on the morn- 
ing of the ad took our powder on board. We obferved high 
water at the head of the inner harbour at full and change of the 
moon, at four hours and forty-three minutes : the greateft rife 
fix feet. 


Calms and contrary winds detained us till the 9th May, at 
four A. M. ; when, a moderate breeze fpringing up from the 
north north^weft, we (lowed away our boats, weighed anchor, 
and flood out of the bay, (leering fouth fouth-eaft, and keeping a 
middle cr 'vfe. 

At eight A. M. the light- noufe bore north-well 15°, didant 
two leagues} our latitude 49' north, longitude* 158® 47' call 
from Greenwich. From hence we took our departure ; and at 
noon our latitude was 5a® 46' 4", longitude 158® 54'. 

At hah-pad feven in^the evening, Avatlha Volcano bore north- 
wed 3^°, the light-houfe north-wed 78'^ } and we (hortly after 
lod light of land. The weather was raw and cold ; our ther- 
mometer indicated at midnigh. one vicgree above the freezing 
point; and we had a moderate Outherly breeze, the fea running 
very high fror the fouth-wed. 

On ;hc loth we had a moderate breeze from the fduth-wed, 
with a rough fea and hazy weather ; our courfe fouth-ead, which 
coutinued on the iith. At noon our obferved latitude was 51® 
18' 6", longitude 161° 58^ During the day we faw feveral flights 
of ducks, numberlefs gulls, auks, and Tea-parrots ; a few gram- 
pufes and feals ; and a plank very like the Iheathing of a (hip, 
The afternoon, was very hazy and cold. On the 1 2th, we had 
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light airs from the fouth, and hazy weather. We faw during 
the day whales, feals, gulls, auks, &c. Our latitude, by account, 
51° 5', longitude 163° 50'. 

In the morning of the 13th, Captain Billings had his inftruc> 
tions read to the officers ; and told them, that his intention was 
to fteer for the iflands fouth of Alakfa, and to the north-weft 
coaft of America ; confidering the furveying of the chain of 
Aleutan iflands, lb inacairately laid down on the charts, as too 
dangerous to be attempted with a fingle veflcl during the foggy 
feafon. 

We had a frelh breeze from the fouth, and our courfe was eaft 
north-eaft. We reckoned our latitude at noon 51° 3', longitude 
166° 30'. Towards evening, we had variable light airs, and 
foggy weather. Light winds from the eaft, and calms, continued 
during the 14th and 15th. The i6th, variable winds, and thick 
mifty weather. At noon faw ducks and fmall birds flying to the 
eaft ward, and rock weeds floating ; latitude, by account, 50® 40', 
longitude 169° 5'. In the afternoon a gentle breeze fprung up 
from the fouth and fouth-weft ; our courfe eaft by north : we 
faw feveral flights of land birds. 

The 17th, variable winds and rain. At noon, obferved the 
latitude 51® 11' 7", longitude, by account, 170® 25'. At 
four P. M. a frelh breeze fprung up from the north north- 
weft with flying clouds at 4® 16' 1 5" apparent time j longi. 
tude, by time-keeper, 171° iS' eaft from Greenwich, latitude 
51° 12' 4^^ The 1 8th, obferved the latitude at noon 50° 49' 
23" ; faw great quantities of rock-weed floating, and num- 
bers of porpoifes and birds. At four 50® 55' P, M. apparent 

5 time, 
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time, longitude 173° 14', latitude 50° 49' 20"; variation of 
compafs 13° 10' eaft. The 19th, we had a frelh breeze north by 
weft ; our courfe north-eaft by eaft ; cloudy weather, with a hazy 
horizon. At noon, obferved the latitude 50° 44' : the afternoon 
fqually, with rain. According to Captain Billings’s cuftom, we 
went under an eafy fail every night, or laid-to. The 20th, at 
noon, we were in latitude 50° 27' 52", longitude, by account, 
175° 40'. This day and the 21ft we had variable light winds 
between the north and the eaft, with raw mifty weather, 3° above 
the freezing point, and a moderate fwell from the north-eaft. 
The 2 2d blew frcfti from the eaft north-eaft ; kept a northern 
courfe all day ; mifty and hazy weather ; night fqually, at times 
fnow ; and on the 23d the wind veered to north north-weft, 
blowing frelh ; the fca running very high ; fteered north-eaft. 
At noon, faw great quantities of rock-weed floating, and land- 
birds flying to the north. Got a fight of the fun, which gave 
the latitude 51° 6 ' 43 ", at 3° 41' 15" apparent time, longitude, 
by time-keeper, 1 77® 57' 45", latitude 51^* 18'. At eight P. M. 
faw land north and north-eaft, on account of which, and ap- 
proaching night, clofe-reefed top-fails, and handed all fmall fails ; 
the wind veered to weft by fouth, we kept our fliip’s head fouth by 
weft till day-light on the 24th, when we again flood to the north- 
eaft. At 3° 30' A. M. faw high land j and, when we got well 
in with it, ranged along the fouth-fide. It was the iftand Amt- 
ihitka, the eaftern extremity of which bore at noon north 20° 
eaft, diftant about 12 miles. It commences to the w-eft with a 
low point of land, gradually riling into moderate mountains, 
trending fouth 49", eaft 25 miles ; where it forms a head-land, 
from whence its direftion is north 64°, eaft 14 miles : to the eaft 
and weft are detached rocky ifles. The mountains w'ere covered 
with fnow, and no wood to be feen : our latitude, by account, 
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was 51® 18, longitude 179° 25'. Squally weather, with a hard 
gale from the fouth-weft ; the fea running very high, and the furf 
breaking violently on a reef of hidden rocks near the land ; our 
courfe eaft. The 25th, wind more moderate ; thick hazy weather; 
frcfli gales, varying from fouth-tveft to fouth fouth-eaft; kept our 
courfe eaft and eaft north-eaft ; latitude, by account, at noon 50“ 
46' ; towards night flackened fail. The 26th, frelh eafterly wind, 
which veered to eaft, north-eaft, north, and north- weft by weft, 
blowing hard with rain ; the fea running very high. At eight 
P. M. the gale, with fqualls, brought us under our courfes, and 
we faw land in the haze ; the weftern cape north, 14'’ weft, dif- 
tance about four leagues : the eaft extremity bore north. We 
fuppofed this to be the ifland of Adak ; but, fearful of entangling 
the ftiip among iflands fo badly placed in our charts, it was 
thought proper to lay-to under mizen, main, and fore-fail, with 
the ftiip’s head to the weftward, to wait day-light. The 27th, at 
four A. .M., wore Ihip, and ftood to the north-eaft by eaft under 
the above fails, wind continuing north-weft by weft. At noon, 
our latitude obferved was 51° 12' 57", corredled longitude 184® 
55' ; at three P. M. faw land, two mountains covered with fnow, 
north 44'’ weft, diftant about 36 miles. At 3° 59' 50" P. M. 
apparent time, longitude, by time-keeper, 1 84'’ 35' 30", latitude 
51° 18' 52 ' ; at, the fame time faw land, a high mountain nonh- 
weft 38°, diftant about 30 miles ; foon hid by the haze ; and, on 
account of approaching night, flackened fail. The 28th, had a 
frelh gale at weft fouth-weft ; our courfe north-eaft, the fea run- 
ning very high, and cloudy weather. At ten A. M. faw land, 
which we fuppofed to be the ifland of Amli ; and, to get a better 
fight of it, lhaped our courfe north. At noon, the weft cape of 
a bight bore north-weft 21°; eaft cape north-weft 15°, diftant 
eight miles ; latitude obferved 51° 55' 23", longitude, by account. 
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187® ^ 6 \ The ifland of Atnli, from the weft point, trends 44 
miles fouth, 88° eaft. At 4® 10' 25" P. M. apparent time, longi- 
tude, by time-keeper, 187° 12', latitude 51° 55' 9", the variation 
of two compafles gave the mean 17° 7' eaft. The 29th, at noon, 
the latitude obferved was 52° 23^ 53^^ J corrected longitude 190° 
14' j frefli breezes from the fouth- weft; our courfe north-eaft. 
Till noon of the 30th, variable light airs; latitude obferved 52° 
34' 5", correded longitude 191° 2'. In the afternoon, little wind 
from the north-weft, fteering north-eaft at 5° 24' 25" P. M. ap- 
parent time ; longitude by time-keeper 191° 2', latitude 52° 
37' 7". We faw land to the north all night, and ftood to the 
weft fouth-weft. At day-light of the 31ft refumed our courfc 
north-eaft. At 8° 23' 20" P. M. apparent time, our longitude 
was 191° 40', latitude 52° 40' 5", Towards noon rainy weather. 

In the morning of the ift June, at 4^30' we rofe the ifland of 
Oonalaflika in the north-eaft. At 8° 5' 45" A, M. our longitude 
was 192° 41' 15", latitude 52° 51' 17", little wind at north 
north- weft, which died away to a calm. At four P. M. had a 
gentle breeze from the north north-weft again ; and at 6 ^ 6 ' 25". 
A. M. the time-keeper gave the longitude 193° 2' 15", latitude 
52° 59'. On the 2d variable light airs and calms. At noon our 
latitude obferved was 53° 3' 29", corrected longitude 193® 47'. 
We were now well in with the land of Oonalaflika, which ap- 
peared every where high, formed of projeding promontories and 
inland high mountains. In the forenoon of the 3d June, num- 
bers of the natives came alongflde. We threw our main-top-fail 
to the maft, and took them on'liii^d. At noon we obferved the 
latitude 53® 45' 4'^ At four P. M, a Ruffian hunter of Tfliire- 
panoff’s company came alongfide in a baidar rowed by eight Al- 
cutes. He had been along fliore in fearch of drift wood for firing, 
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with a number of Alcutes, feme of whom brought us a good fup- ’ 
ply of Halibut. They conduced us into a bay which the Rut 
fians call Bobrovoi Cuba, or the Bay of Otters, where we came 
to anchor at eight P. M. oppolite the habitations of the natives. 
We fent an officer to found, and hauled into the bay about 40 
fathom from Ihore. 

Captain Billings landed with his allronomical tent ; Dr. Merck 
went out on an cxcurfion for curiofities ; and Captain Saretftieff, 
with affiftants, was fent to furvey ; while I employed myfelf in 
getting the bell information that I could obtain of the inhabitants, 
who with the people of Oomnak, call themfelves Cowghalingen. 
'This habitation they call Sidankin. It is on the fmall ifland Sithanak, 
feven miles from north-eaft to fouth-weft, which is feparated from 
Oonalalhka by ftraits o^only a few fathom wide, and appears to 
be the fouth-weft extremity of the ifland. It confifts of barren 
mountains of a moderate height, compofed of hard ftone of a 
glafly nature, and generally of a grecnilh hue : fome, however, 
is black* Behind the huts is a lake of fome extent (evidently 
fupplied by the melting fnow from the mountains), with a fmall 
outlet or run into the fea. Here we took a fupply of frefli water, 
which was not very good. 

About five families refide here. The natives of Alakfa and all 
the adjacent iflauds they call Kagataiakung’n, or eaftern people : 
the iflanders of Oone-agun (Tfhettiere Sopolhnoi) they call 
Akohgun. 

The people are of middle lize ; of very dark brown and healthy 
complexion ; round face in general, fmall nofe, black eyes and 
hair, the latter very ftrong and wiry. They have fcanty beards, 
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thidk hair on the vper lip. The under lip is, in general, 
perforated, and fmall ornaments of bone or beads inferted ; as Is 
alfd the feptum of the nofe. Women have the chin piuiftured 
in fine lines rayed from the centre of the lip, and covering the 
whole of the chin. The arms and cheeks of feme are alfo punc- 
tured. They are very clean in their perfons j and the men very 
adive in their fmall bmdars. Tlie women are chubby, rather 
pretty, and very kind.* 

They formerly wore a drefs of lea-otter Ikins, but not fince 
the Ruffians have had any incercourfe with them. At prefent 
they wear what they can get ; the women, a park of kotik, or 
urfine feal, with thdi hair outward. This is ma,de like a carter’s 
frock, but without a flit on the breafi, and with a round upright 
collar, about three inches high, made very llifF, and ornamented 
with fmall beads fewn on in a very pretty manner. Slips of lea- 
ther are fewn to the feams of this drefs, and hang down about 20 
Inches long, ornamented with the bill of the fea-parrot, and beads. 
A flip of leather three or four inches broad hangs down befj^fo 
from the top of the collar, covered fancifully with diflerent co- 
loured glafs-beads, and talTels at the ends : a fimilar flip hangs 
down the back. Bracelets of black feal-fkin are worn round their 
wrifts about half an inch broad, and fimilar ones round their 
-ankles, for they go barefooted ; and this is all their drefs. Their 
ornaments are rings on the fingers, ear-rings, beads and bones 
fufpended from the feptum of the nofe, and bones in the per- 
forated holes in the under lip. Their cheeks, chin, and arms, 
are punctured in a very neat manner. When they go a-walking 
on the rocky beach, they wear an aukward kind of boot, made of 
the throat of the fea-Uon, foled with thick feal-lkin, which they 
line with dry grafs. The men wear a park of birds* ikin, fome- 
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times the feathers outward, and fometimes inward. The fkin iide 
is dyed red, and ornamented with flips of leather hanging down 
a conflderable length ; the Teams covered with thin flips of Ikin, 
very elegantly embroidered with white deer’s hair, goat’s hair, and 
the fmews of fea animals, dyed of diflferent colours. They alfo 
wear tight pantaloons of white leather, and boots as deferibed to 
be worn by the women at times : the men wear them when they 
go on foot ; but in their baidars or their huts they are without 
either pantaloons or boots. The men have their hair cut fhort ; 
the women wear theirs fhort before, combed over the forehead, 
and tied in a club on the top of the back part of the head. In 
wet weather, or when out at fea, they wear a camley ; which is a 
drefs made in the fhape of the other, but fornp^ed of the inteftines 
of fea animals ; the bladder of the halibut, or the Ikin off the 
tongue of a whale. It has a hood to cover the head, and ties, 
clofe round the neck and wrifts fo that no water can penetrate t 
it is nearly tranfpareat, and looks pretty. The men wear a 
wooden bonnet, ornamented with the whifkers of the fea-lion, 
and with beads, which make very pretty nodding plumes j and 
this ferves to feften the hood of their camley to the head. The 
women’s park is called tfljoktakuk, the men’s iafli ; the boots, 
ooleegich. Both men and women are very fond of amber for 
ornaments, as alfo of a thin Ihelly fubftance formed by worms in 
wood, about two inches long, thin, tapering, and hollow. 

Their inflruments and utenflls are all made with amazing 
beauty, and the exadeft fymmetry ; the needles with which they 
few their clothes and embroider are made of the wing-bone of 
the gull, with a very nice cut round the thicker end, ihftead of an 
eye, to which they tic the thread fo fkilfully, that it follows the 
needle without any obffruOiion; Thread they make of the 
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fiaews of the feal, and of all fizes, from the finenefs of a hair to th& 
ftrength of a moderate cord, both twilled and plaited ; the plaited 
cords of their darts, to which they tie the gut of the feal blown 
out to ferve as a float, are very beautifully ornamented with red 
downy feathers, and goat’s hair ; as are alfo the different firings 
with which they faflcn the wrifls and other parts of their cloath*^ 
ing,. See. 

Their darts are adapted with the greatefl judgment to the dif- 
ferent objeds of the chafe ; for animals, a Angle barbed point ; 
for birds, they are with three points of light bone, fpread and 
barbed ; for Teals, &X. they ufe a falfe point, inferted in a focket 
at the end of the dart^ which parts on the leafl effort of the ani- 
mal to dive, remaining in its body. A firing of confiderable 
length is fallened to this barbed point, and twilled round the 
wooden part of the dart j this ferves as a float to dired them to 
the feal, which,, having the flick to drag after it, foon tires j and 
becomes an eafy preyi- It, however, requires fkill to humour it, 
perhaps equal to our. angling. The boards ufed. in throwing thefe 
darts are equally judicious, and enable the natives to call, them 
with great exadnefs to a confiderable difiance.. 

The baidars, .or boats, of Qbnalafhka^ are infinitely fuperior tO‘ 
thofe of any other ifland. If perfed fymmetry, fmoothnefs, and 
proportion,, conflitute beauty, they are beautiful ; to me they ap- 
peared fo bpyond any thing that I ever beheld. I have feen feme 
of them as tranfparent as oiled paper,, through which you could 
trace every formation of the infide, and the manner. of the natives*' 
fitting in it ; whofe light drefs, . painted and plumed bonnet, toge- 
ther with his perfed eafe and adivity, added inflnitely to its ele- 
gance. Their firll appearance flruck me with amazement beyond; 
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expreilion. We were in the olfings, eight miles from Ihore, when 
they came about us. There was little wind, but a great fwell of 
the fea ; fome we took on board with their boats ; others contI* 
nued rowing about the fhip. Nearer in with the land we had a 
ftrong rippling current in our favour, at the rate of three miles and 
a half, the fea breaking violently over the fhoals, and on the rocks. 
The natives, obferving our aftonilhment at their agility and ikill, 
paddled in among the breakers, which reached to their breads, 
and carried the baidars quite under water ; fporting about more 
like amphibious animals than human beings. It immediately 
brought to my recolledion, in a very forcible light, Shakefpeare’s 
exprelfion— 

He trod the water, 

Whofe enmity he filing afide, and brealted 
The furge moft fwoln that met Ulm.'^ 


Thefe baidars are built in the following manner : A keel 
eighteen feet long, four Inches thick on the top, not three inches 
deep, and two inches, or fomewhat lefs, at the bottom. Two 
upper frames, one on each fide, about an inch and a half fquare, 
and Hxteen feet long, join to a (harp flat board at the head, and 
are about fixteen inches fhorter than the ftern, joined by a thwart 
which keeps them about twelve inches afunder. Two fimilar 
frames near the bottom of the boat, fix inches below the upper 
ones, about one inch fquare. Round dicks, thin, and about fix 
inches didant from each other, are tied to thefe frames, and form 
the tides ; for the top thwarts, very drong dicks, and nearly as 
thick as the upper frames, curved fo as to raife the middle of the 
boat about two inches higher than the tides. There are thirteen 
of thefe thwarts or beams : feven feet from the dern is one of 
them } twenty inches nearer the head is another ; a hoop about 
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two inches high is faftened between them, for the rower to (it in. 
This is made ftrong, and grooved to faften an open ikin to, which 
they tie round their body, and it prevents any water getting into 
the boat, although it ^ere funk. This frame is covered with the 
ikin of the fea lion, drawn and fewn over it like a cafe. The 
whole is fo extremely light, even when fodden with water, that 
it may be carried with eafe in one hand. The head of .the boat 
is double the lower part, {harp, and the upper part flat, refem- 
bling the open mouth of a fl(h, but contrived thus to keep the 
head from finking too deep in the water ; and they tie a flick 
from one to the other to prevent its entangling with the fea 
weeds. They row with eafe, in a fea moderately fmooth, about 
ten miles in the hour, and they keep the fea in a frefli gale of 
wind. The paddles that they ufe are double, feven or eight feet 
long, and made equally neat with the other articles. 

The women plait very neat ftraw mats and baikets ; the for* 
mer ferve for curtains, feats, beds, &c. ; the latter to contain their 
work and other implements. Their trinkets and coflly orna- 
ments are kept in fmall wooden boxes with draw lids. 

I obferved in all the huts a bafket containing two large pieces 
of quartz, a large piece of native fulphur, and fome dry grafs or 
mofs. This ferves them in kindling fires ; for which purpofe 
they rub the native fulphur on the ftones over the dry grafs, 
ftrewed lightly with a few feathers in the top where the fulphur 
falls ; then they flrike the two flones one againfl the other ; the 
fine particles of fulphur immediately blaze like a flafh of light- 
ning, and, communicating with the flraw, fets the whole in a 
flame. 


Their' 
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Their only mufic is the tambour, to the beat of which the 
^omen dance. Their holidays, which are kept in the fpring and 
autumn, are fpent in dancing and eating. In the fpring holidays, 
they wear maiks, neatly carved and fanafully ornamented. 1 
believe that this conflitutes fome religious rite, which, however, 
I could not perfuade them to explain t I attribute this to the ex- 
traordinary and fuperftitious zeal of our illiterate and more, favage 
prieft *, who, upon hearing that fome of our gentlemen had feea 
a cave in their walks, where many carved malks were depotited, 
went and, burnt them all. Not fatisfied with this, he threatened 
the natives for worftiiping idols, and I believe I may fay forced 
many to be chriftened by him, without being able to aflign to 
them any other reafon than that they might now worlhip the 
Trinity, pray to St. Nicholas and a crofs which was hung about 
their necks, and that they would obtain whatever they alked for; 
adding, that they mud renounce the devil and all his works, to 
fecure them eternal happinefs. It appeared to me that they re- 
garded this as an infult; be that as it may, however, they were 
not,pleafed} but had not power to relent. 

Tliey have no marriage ceremony among them, but purchafe 
of father and mother as many girls as they can keep; and, if 
they repent .of .their bargain, the girl is returned, ^nd a part of 
the purchafe .given back. They formerly ufed to keep ol^eds 
of unnatural afifedlion, and drefs thefe boys like women. 

* I have called the prieft more than favage, and fliall relate a clrcumflance that hap- 
pened in proof. While he was travelling from Yakutfle to Ochotfk, he loft fome provifton 
on the road. On a mere fuppofitlon that his two Tartar guides had taken it, be tied each 
of them up by an arm to a tree, and had them flogged to fuch a degree, that one of them 
died, and the other never recovered the ufc of his arm : it was afterwards known, that fome 
runaway exiles hid in the woods were the thieves. The prieft faid, fiere was no barm dont; 
they fuere not Cbrt/lians^ 
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At births alfo, no ceremony is ufed, except wafliing the in- 
fant. 

They pay refpeft, however, to the memory of the dead ; for 
they embalm the bodies of the men with dried mofs and grafs j 
bury them in their beft attire, in a fitting pofture, in a firong box, 
with their darts and infiruments; and decorate the tomb with 
various coloured mats, embroidery, and paintings. With women, 
indeed, they ufe lefs ceremony. A mother will keep a dead child 
thus embalmed in their hut for fome months, conftantly wiping 
it dry ; and they bury it when it begins to fmell, or when they 
get reconciled to parting with it. 

They dry fidmon, cod, and halibut, for a winter's fupply, and 
colledl edible roots : this, however, is not for themfelves, but for 
fuch Ruflian hunters as may chance to vifit them. At this time 
there are twelve Ruifians and one Kamtlhadal, of TihirepanoiF’s 
company of hunters on the ifland. They have lived here eight 
years, but are going this year back to Ochotik. Thefe people 
lord it over the inhabitants with more defpotifm than generally 
falls to the lot of princes ; keeping the iflanders in a ftate of ab- 
jedt llavery ; fending parties of them out on the chafe, and to 
their velTel, which now lies in the Straits of Alakfa ; feledling 
fuch women as they like beft, and as many as they choofe. They 
feem to me to have'no defire to leave this place, where they en- 
joy that indolence fo pleafing to their minds ; for, by changing 
of places, they change fituations, and become themfelves as much 
the flaves of power, as the poor natives are to them. 

I obferved, in croffing the mountains, piles of fiones. Thcfc 
are not burying-places, as has been fuppofedj but ferve as beacons 
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to guide them in foggjr and fnowy weather from one dwelling to 
the other ; and every perfon paiBng adds one to each heap. The 
only obfervations that we made on ihore proved our time-keeper 
dill going as when we left Kamtihatka ; our latitude 53*^ 56'^ 
longitude 194* 20'; variation of the compafs 19® 35' eaft. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. xm. 

Depart front Oonalajhka. — See the If and of Sannacb.—Tbe Sbu- 
magim. — Aleutes opprejfed by the Ruflan Hunters. — Ifands 
of Dvdokeeff. — Come to anchor in the Harbour of Kadiak. — Par., 
'ticidars refpedling that If and and its Inhabitants. 

O N the 13th June, at eight A. M , having taken in a fupply of 
frefli water, and ballail, we weighed anchor, with a gentle breeze 
north-weft ; but, finding that we could not weather the rocks off 
the eaftern cape, again came to anchor near our old Ration, where 
we remained till the evening of the 17th, when, the wind Ihift- 
ing more to the north, we weighed, and got out. Our foundings 
in the bay were 17, 16, 15 fathoms j fuddenly deepening fo, that 
we got no bottom clofe in with land with 100 fathoms line. At 
midnight hoifted in our boats, and proceeded with light airs and 
foggy weather. The i8th, at 10 A. M., the volcano on the iilan 4 
of Akutan bore north- weft 8i*. Three conical mountains on the 
ifland of Oonimak bore, the firft, north-weft 1 8« ; the fecond, 
north-weft a" ; the third, north-eaft 1 2*. At noon, our diftance 
made was 41 miles fouth-eaft 86®; latitude obferved 53° 52' 6", 
longitude 194® 43'. At one P. M. the volcano in Oonalalhka 
fouth-weft 77* ; weft cape of Akutan fouth-weft 86” ; the firft 
mountain in Oonimak, called by the natives Koogidau Kaigut- 
fiiin, north-weft X2® ; the volcano called Agaiedan, north- 
caft 8*; the third mouiUain, Khaiginak, north-eaft 15*. At 
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4® 30' 55" apparent time, the longitude proved, by time- 


keeper, * 

- 

195° 

35' 

15" 


Latitude 

53 ® 

58' 

6" 


Variation of the compafs 

0° 

* 9 ' 

40 


The evening was very foggy, with rain, light airs from the weft- 
ward, and calms. At midnight we got foundings with 60 fa- 
thom line ; a muddy and black fandy bottom. 


The morning of the 19th was very foggy, with variable light 
airs from fouth fouth>weft to fouth fouth-eaft. We faw a num- 
ber of the kotic, or urline feals, fportlng about the veflel ; alfo one 
fea-otter. At eight o’clock we had a gentle breeze from the 
fouth-eaft, hazy, and rain ; foundings 30 fathoms. We were well 
in with the ifland of Oonimak, upon which the fog refted ; it 
trends from the weftem extremity fouth-eaft 63”, 18 miles ; to the 
northern cape 19 miles in a dire^ion north-eaft 62”. The land 
is high, broken, and rugged, and there are three very confpicu- 
ous mountains upon it. The fummit of the firft is very irregu- 
lar; the fecond is a perfed cone towering to an immenfe height, 
and difcharging a confiderable body of finoke from its fummit ; 
the third (Khaginak) has its fummit apparently rent and broken, 
covered with fnow, and towering above the fog which covered 
the middle of the land. On the lower parts of them, and in the 
vallies, no ftirub nor bulh was to be feen : our latitude at noon 
was, by reckoning, 54* 25', longitude 196* 6'. In the afternoon 
we had a frefti breeze from the fouth-eaft by eaft ; our courfe 
north-eaft by eaft ; keeping the lead going ; foundings pretty re- 
gular for 30 to 45 fathom. At eight P. M. we tacked and ftood 
fouth by weft and fouth away from the land. 
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The 20th, at three A. M. we again tacked for the iflands, and 
ihaped our courfe to the eailward | our foundings varying from 
46 to 33 fathom, fmall Rones, (hells, and fand. It blew frefli, 
and was hazy with rain. At half paR four in the morning, the 
weather cleared up a little, and difeovered the iRand of Sannach, 
with rocks and breakers over a reef, about a mile right ahead of 
the fliip, fo that we had but juR time to get clear of them. 
This ifland is inhabited by a few Aleutan families; and in the 
middle of it are three confiderable mountains, joining toge- 
ther. The eaR and weRern extremities are low land, and ap- 
pear verdant, but without wood. It is furrounded by a reef of 
rocks, fome above water, and the furf breaking violently over 
others. At noon our latitude was 54® 22', longitude 197“ 37', 
and our diRaUce from land 1 2 miles. The eaR cape bore fouth 
55® weR ; the weRern cape fouth-weR 57® 30'. I compute the 
length of the ifland at 15 miles. Gape Alakfa lies nearly north 
of the mountains on this ifland ; the diRance about 38 miles. 

Shortly after feeing this place (Cook’s Halibuts Ifland) we rofe 
a number of fmaller, forming the group called Shumagins, from 
their firft difeoverer, — a failor in Bering’s expedition. They ex- 
tended from north-wcR to north-eaR, as far as the eye could 
reach. At one in the morning we were pretty elofe in with the 
moR remarkable of them, called by the natives Animok, and by 
the Ruffians Olenoi. This is very high and bluff ; the others are 
lefs elevated. This is in latitude 54® 44', longitude 198°, and 
about ten leagues from Alakfa. All thefe iflauds are furrounded 
by rocks, fome above water, and others only difcernible by the 
breakers. We could not get a good view of the main land, on 
account of the thick weather ; but now and then faw the tops of 
tremendous mountains covered with fnow. 


We 
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We had a frefh breeze from the weft, failing under clofe-reefed 
topfails at about fix miles, north-eaft and north north-eaft ; hazy, 
with a rough fea. Towards night the wind fell fcant. On ac- 
count of the immenfe number of iflands, we flood to the weft 
fouth-weft and fouth-weft, with the intent of Handing in again 
at day-light to view them. 

Early in the morning of the 21ft, we had a gentle breeze from 
north north-weft, with pretty clear weather. At 4® we obferved 
cape Alakfa north- weft 68®, at 8® 31' 45" ; our time-keeper gave 
the longitude 199** 32' 45", latitude 55® 3' 54". The iflands 
Nagai and Kagai being right a-head, we wifhed to go between 
them ; but the breakers induced us to give up this idea, and vary 
our courfe from eaft north-eaft to eaft by fouth, with a weflerly 
breeze, going at four knots. At 5* 17' 20" P. M. longitude by 
time-keeper 200* 35', latitude 54“ 54' 24". At half paft feven in 
the evening, we ohferved a three-feated baidar, and five fmaller 
ones, near the fhip. When they came alongfide we hoifted the 
rowers and their baidar on board, and learned that they were out 
on the chafe for fea lions and feals ; that their company confifted 
of more than one hundred Aleutes, under the direction of the 
Ruffian in the three-feated baidar ; and that they were hunting 
for Panofsky’s veflel, now lying off Alakfa. We laid-to about 
three hours with our main topfail to the mail ; and at day-break 
of the 2 2d fent them off. The Aleutes left us with reluctance, 
and complained bitterly of the treatment that they met with, and 
of being compelled to ferve for years without receiving any re- 
compence. We, however, had interpreters on board, and could 
not keep them. At noon our obferved latitude was 55® 9' 27", 
variable light airs. At 5® 7' 45" P. M. our time-keeper gave 
the longitude 20 1® 59', latitude 55* 1 1' 20". 


All 
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All the 23d we had variable light airs and calms, with foggy 
and hazy weather. 

The group of Shumagin iflands are very clofe together, almoft 
innumerable, and extend from Alakfa fouth 15 or 16 leagues, 
and from eaft to weft about 60 leagues ; all of them high and 
barren, exhibiting a great fimilarity in -their appearance, thougli 
of various forms and fizes. Neither tree nor flirub is to be feen 
upon them. The low places appear green j but a brownifli hue 
diftinguilhes all the higher mountains, except fuch as are covered 
with fnow. Some projeft into the fea in rugged cliffs j fome are 
fbarp capes, and often terminate in bluff heads. There appear 
fome convenient coves j but it would be hazardous to enter them, 
on account of the detached and funken rocks that are fcatccred 
about ; nor are there any navigable ftraits between them j but 
they muft be paffed either to the fouth, or clofe in with Alakfa. 
Thefe iflands are generally frequented- by fome company of 
hunters for feals, fea lionsi and birds. Sea otters are very feldom 
found hereabout ; but whales are very numerous, as are feals of 
different kinds, &c. We fent our jagers out in the boats during 
the calm, to (hoot birds, fome of which we found very good 
eating. 

Variable winds and hazy weather continued till the 24th at 
noon, when we got a. fight of the fun, and our latitude proved 
5.5“ 41' 7", iongitude 20J" 43'. About half paft twelve a gentle 
breeze fprung up from the fouth; and, failing north by eaft about 
two knots,, at one we. faw land ahead. At feven in the afternoon 
we rofe more land, bearing north-eaft and fouth-caft ; foundings 
37 fathoms, fide fand. At midnight bore away to the fouth-weft 
about 'two hours,, when we again flood in for land, which is 

called 
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called by the Rufllans the iflands of EvdokeefF (the largeft, Sime- 
dan), which bore, the ajth at noon, fouth-eaft, diflant about lo 
miles; our latitude obferved, 56* 10' 40', longitude corredlcd, 
^102® 55.' We fent out a jager, with two Aleutes, to flioot birds. 
At two we had variable light winds and cloudy weather. Three 
baidars came along-fide, with a Ruffian hunter from ShclikolT’s 
Eftablifhment at Kadiak, having about 200 natives in company, 
in chafe of fea-lions, kotic, and other feals, birds, &c. At three 
P. M. being about three miles from the iilands. Captain Billings 
went on ftiore with the naturalift. It was almoft calm ; and at 
five P. M. he returned, deferibing the iflands as complete rocks of 
coarfe granite, with a few ftunted vegetables growing on the low 
parts. Our three hunters (who went out in a three feated baidar 
purchafed at Oonalafhka), not returning, we fired fignal guns. 
At fix P. M. the natives, &c. left us, and the Ruffians promifed to 
feek our men and fend them off. We lay-to all night, with our 
main-top'fail to the mafl;, and kept a lantliorn at the mizen peak. 
At four o’clock in the morning of the 26th, a gentle brefeze fprung 
up from the fouth-eafl;, and we kept plying off the iflands, with 
very hazy weather. At fix the men came on board, telling us, 
that they had loft fight of the Ihip in the haze, and only faw her 
this morning at day-light, when they put off. At 7® 50' 10" we 
got a fight of the fun ; longitude, by time-keeper, 203® 20', lati- 
tude 56® 15' 39". At noon, our obferved latitude was 56® 20' 
24" ; the afternoon cloudy, with a moderate breeze from fouth- 
eaft, fleering north-eaft by eaft. At two P. M. we faw the ifland 
Okamok in the hazy horizon, bearing fouth-eaft 56°, diftant about 
fix leagues ; and at eight P. M. it fell little wind and rain, 

June 27th, at five A. M., we faw the lofty mountains on the 
ifland of Kadiak ; and at eight P. M. faw the low iflands Tooge- 
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dach and Sichtunach, diftinguiflied in Captain Cook’s chart by 
the name of Trinity ifland. 

The iSth, at break of day, wc got in pretty well with the 
ifland of Kadiak, keeping an eafterly courfe with variable light 
winds between the north and weft, and a clear flcy. At five 
A. M. numbers of the natives came off in their canoes, of whom 
the greater part were taken on board and fervcd as pilots, de- 
fcribing with great accuracy the depth of every opening. 

Tire fouth extremity of this ifland forms a low point of land 
called by Captain Cook Trinity Cape. It runs out narrowing 
from mountains of a moderate height. Off* this cape, at the dif- 
tance of one mile, is the ifland Anayachtalak, which ShelikoiF 
names Egichtalik, about three miles and a half north of Trinity 
Ifland. The ftraits have foundings from 36 to 16 fathom, over 
a bottom of coral and fliells. Toogidach is low and barren ; 
Sichtunach lies to the eaft of it three miles. This is low in the 
middle, with a fmall b.iy, but both the extremities are high land. 
The weftem part of Kadiak, though mountainous, is interfperfed 
w'ith vallics, which produce only a few low ffirubs, and appear 
at a fmall diftancc like inlets ; but a barrier of furrounding rocks 
forbids the approach of any veflel. In the afternoon we had 
gentle gales from the fouth-weft and weft ; our courfe was north- 
eaft, and north-eaft by north. At 4^ 45' 50" apparent time, our 
longitude proved, by the time-piece, 205“ 50' 30", latitude 56* 
49' 8 '; variation 27” eaft. When the north-eaft bluff cape of 
Sichtunach bore fouth-w'eft 49", diftant two miles and a half, the 
eaftcrn point of Anayachtalak was north-weft 79“, by compafs, 
diftant about two miles. Having paflfed thefe ftraits at 10 o’clock 
in the evening, with a wefterly breeze and fqualls, we got clofe 

Z in 
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in with a fmall ifland called by the natives Nafikan, 200 fathoms 
from Kadiak. We palled thefe llraits with 24 and 25 fathoms 
water over a rocky bottom, and foon after lhaped our courl'e 
north north-weft for the hay. Nalikan is a remarkable ifland, 
two miles long, and one wide; conliftingoftwo round-topt moun- 
tains, whicli canfed Captain Cook to name it Two-headed Point. 
Another projedling promontory, three miles from Two-headed 
Point, in a diredlion caft by north, he called Cape Barnabas. 
This is the fouthern cape of the ifland Kunakan, or Kukan, and 
bears fouth-eaft of the bay, Treck Svatiteley, in which S'lelikolf has 
his Eftablilhment : between thefe two illands are the ftraits that 
lead to the bay, which is about a mile wide at the mouth, w’here 
foundings increafe to 50, 70, and 75 fathoms. On entering the 
bay the 29th at day-break, with a moderate breeze from the weft 
and weft by fouth, we could not get foundings with 100 and 150 
fathom line. The fliores arc fteep and rocky ; fome detached 
rocks run out a great way, and are nearly hidden at high water. 
We found great difficulty in getting into the harbour, owing to 
contrary winds ; and the great depth prevented our fending out 
a kedge. We therefore plyed to windw^ard till half-paft three in 
the afternoon, when we got above the harbour clolc in with the 
weftern Ihore, where we fent a tow-line with all the hands that 
we could fpare, who, aififted by the natives, hauled the fhip into 
the fmall harbour, and we came to anchor in a muddy bottom, 
eight fathom, at fix P. M. Here we made the following obfer- 
vations : 

This and the nearer iflands are inhabited by about 1300 grown 
males, and 1200 youths, with about the fame number of females, 
according to the regifter kept by ShelikofT s Eftablifhment, now 
under the diredion of Yefftrat Ivanitih Delareff, a Greek ; who 

informed 
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informed me, that he had now out on the chafe, for the benefit of 
tlie Company, upwards of 600 double baidars of the natives, con- 
taining each two or three men. Thcfc are divided into about fix 
parties, each under the diredion of a fmgle Peredoflhik, or Ruffian 
leader. Befide thefc, fmall parties are fent out daily to fifli for 
halibut, cod, &c. Females are employed in curing and drying 
iiih ; in digging, wafhing, and drying edible roots ; in colleding 
ufcful plants, berries, &c. ; and in making the drelTes of the na- 
tives, as alfo for the Ruffians. About two hundred of the 
daughters of the chiefs are kept at the Ruffian habitations near 
our anchoring place, as hoftages for the obedience of the natives ; 
and, as far as 1 could learn, they are perfectly w'ell fatisfied wuth 
the treatment they meet with. The males are lefs fatisfied ; and, 
at the firft arrival of the Ruffians, feemed inclined to oppofe their 
refiding on the ifland ; but ShelikofF, furprifing their women col- 
Icding of berries, carried them prifoners to his habitation, and kept 
them as hoftages for the peaceable behaviour of the men, only 
veturning wives for daughters, and the younger children of the 
chiefs. Every confiderable habitation of the natives had large 
baidars capable of containing forty or fifty men. Thefe were all 
purchafed by Shclikofl'; and the natives are now in pofleffion 
only of fmall canoes, none of which carry more than three. 
They fecin reconciled to the rules introduced by the prefent 

chief of the company, Delareff, who governs with the ftrideft 

* 

juftice, as w^ll natives as Ruffians, and has eftablilhed a fchool, 
wffiere the young natives are taught the Ruffian language, read- 
ing, and writing. He allows a certain number of the hoftages 
to vifit their relations for a ftipulated time ; thefe returning, others 
arc allowed to go j and, upon application of any one for his child’s 
abfence, it is not refufed. The whole number of hoftages is 
about three hundred. 
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The males are employed in the chafe in rotation, as are alfo 
the females : I mean, for the benefit of the community ; for they 
lay in an amazing flock of provifions, roots, berries, Occ. to be 
fuflicient for a winter’s fupply for the whole illand, natives as 
well as Ruffians; a circumftance which feems, more than any 
thing elfe, to convince the favages that the Ruffians arc not thei; 
abfolute enemies; for DelarefF fays, that they never laid in a 
ply of food for the winter till the Rulfians taught them ; bar, in 
bad weather, were obliged to colledl cockles, mufclcs, and oilier 
ihell-fifli, or refufe of the fea. 

Luxuries, fuch as tobacco, beads, linen, fliiris, and nankeen 
drefles, they pay for in particular. I obferved, that fuch of the 
parties as were fuccefsful in procuring rich fkins, received a fti- 
pulated payment ; for each fea-otter, a firing of beads about four 
feet long ; for other furs in proportion ; and that only food and 
the fkins of feals were the property of the community, of which 
the natives certainly enjoy the greater fhare, being by far the 
more numerous ; and the fkins of feals are chiefly ufed by the 
natives to mend their baidars, and make new ones ; in the latter 
cafe, they are purchafed for furs, foxes, marmot, otters, &c. or 
by fervice. 

This Eflablifhment confifls of about fifty Ruffians, includ- 
ing oflicers of the company, and Sturman Ifmailoff, who is 
here, on the part of government, to collect tribute ; this is the 
fame Ruffian officer that was feen, by Captain Cook’s Expedition, 
at Oonalaflika, in the year 1778. He was one of the afibciates 
of Benyowfky’s confpiracy (by his own account forced away) ; 
but Benyowfky only carried him to one of the Kuril iflands, where 

he 
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he flog|];ed him and put him on ihore, with feveral others that 
were diflifFcdled. 

The buildings confift of five houfes after the Ruffian fafliion. 
Barracks laid out in different apartments, fomewhat like the boxes 
at a collfchoiile, on either fide, with different offices : An office 
of appeal to fettle difputcs, levy fines, and punifh offenders by a 
regular trial ; here Delareff prefidcs ; and 1 believe that few 
courts of jnftice pafs a fentence with more impartiality : An office 
of receival and delivery, both for the company and for tribute : 
The commiffaries’ department, for the diftribution of the regulated 
portions of provifion : Counting-houfe, &c. : all in this building, 
at one end of which is Dclareff’s habitation. Another building 
contains the hoftages. Befide which, there arc ftorehoufes, ware- 
houfes, &c. rope-walk, fmithy, carpenters’ Ihop, and cooperage. 

Two veffels (galliots) of about 8o tons each are now here, quite 
unrigged, and hauled on a low fcaffold near the water’s edge. Thefc 
are armed and well guarded, and ferve for the proteftion of the 
place. Several of the Ruffians have their wives with them, and 
keep gardens of cabbages and potatoes, four cows and twelve goats. 
Delareff is of opinion, that corn will grow near the eftabliffiraent 
which they are about forming in Cook’s river. 

One of the Ruffian officers, who has cohabited with a female 
native fome years, and has had feveral children by her, applied 
to our prieft to chriften her in form, and then join them toge- 
ther in the holy bands of matrimony j which was done. She is 
a handfome woman, but pundtured on the chin, and her under 
lip is perforated. Her houfe was extremely clean, as were alfo her 
children, and the latter apparently very healthy. She was dreffed in 
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the Siberian faflilon, and feemcd perfedt raiftrcfs of RuIHan eco- 
nomy. I dined with them, and was very well fatisfied with the 
treatment that I met with. 

It was matter of amazement to me, while in Irkutlk, Yakutfk, 
and Ochotlk, to hear the very high wages given by ShelikofF to 
his common failors j being from 600 to 1000 filver rubles yearly ; 
their engagement, however, obliges them to purchafe all their 
necelTaries and luxuries of the Company at the market price. 
Here is only one market, which is the Company’s flock ; and 
the prices of articles are as follow : Brandy, one ruble per glafs ; 
tobacco, 50 rubles per lb. and fometimes more ; a flrirt, made of 
Ruffian coarfe check, fomething refembling buntine in the loofe- 
nefs of the thread, 10 rubles; boot legs, without foies, 15 rubles 
and upwards ; and every thing in proportion : fo that their ex- 
pences (they not being allowed to trade) exceed their falaries. 
Some of the men bitterly complained of this ; but they laid no- 
thing to the charge of Delarcff : on the contrary, every one, na- 
tive and Ruffian, fpoke highly in his favour, and acknowledged 
feveral indulgencies received at his hands. 

ShelikofF has called this ifland Kichtak, as the original name of 
it ; in which, however, he is midaken ; for Kichtak, or Kightak, 
is merely an ifland ; they call the Trinity Ifland Kightak Sichtu- 
nak ; this, Kightak Kadiak ; and, to my aflonifliment, one of 
them called Alakfa a Kightak, or ifland ; and affirmed, that there 
were flraits three days’ row to the north of Kadiak. I made it 
my bufinefs to afeertain this, if poffible ; but had not an oppor- 
tunity of learning any more, than that a river from a lake fell 
into the fea well of Kadiak, and that they carried their boats over 
a low mountain to an inlet, which communicated with Briflol 
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Bay. This was known to the Ruffian hunters and feveral natives, 
who, in confirmation, faid, that they obtained the tuiks of the 
Walrufs, or Morzfli, from the oppofite fhore of Alakfa : their 
bell fpears were pointed with them. 

•The natives call thcmfelves Soo-oo-it, and their magicians Kan- 
ghemeut. I could not obtain any name from them for the Al- 
mighty ; although they fay, that there is a fuperior being who has 
the command of all the Ipirits ; and that the wrath of thefe fpirits 
is only to be appeafed by offerings, and in fome cafes their flaves 
are facrificed, but very feldom ; for all the prifoners that they 
take in their wars (which arc almoll perpetual, one tribe againft 
another) become flaves, and are fubjedl to ill treatment, particu- 
larly from the women. The female prifoners arc all flaves, and 
fold from one tribe to another for trinkets, inftruments, &c. Not 
only their prifoners, however, are their labourers or flaves, but 
orphans become the property of thofe who bring them up, and 
are frequently redeemed by the relations of the parents ; efpecially 
fuch as were inhabitants of other iflands. 

The dwellings of the natives differ from thofe of Oonalalhka. 
They are but very little funk in the ground, and have a door 
fronting the eall, made of a framed feal fkin j a fire-place in the 
middle ; a hole over it, through the roof of the houfe, which 
ferves at once for the difeharge of fmoke, and the admiffion of 
light. The fides, partitioned off for fleeping and fitting places, 
are covered with grafs mats, much coarfer made than thofe of 
Oonalaflika. Each hut, or dwelling, has a fmall apartment at- 
tached to it, which ferves for a vapour bath ; ftones are heated 
in the open air, and carried into thefe places, where the heat is 

increafed 
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increafed to any degree by the fteam from water which is poured 
upon them. 

The cuftoms of thefe favages are nearly allied to thofe of the 
Oonalalhkans. They have the fame kind of inftruments, darts, 
and boats, or baidars ; but much worfe made ; nor are they fo 
adlive upon the water. Their dances are proper tournaments, 
with a knife or lance in the right hand, and a rattle in the left ; 
the rattle is made of a number of thin hoops, one in the other, 
covered with white feathers, and having the red bills of the fea^ 
parrot fufpended on very ihort threads ; which, being lhaken, 
ftrike together, and make a very confiderable noife : their mufic 
is the tambourine, and their fongs are warlike. They frequent- 
ly are much hurt, but never lofe their temper in confequence of it. 
In thefe dances they ufe maiks, or paint their faces very fantadi- 
cally. T^e dances of the women are only jumping to and fro 
upon their toes, with a blown bladder in their hand, which they 
throw at any one whom they wiflx to relieve, and who always 
accepts the challenge. 

The hrft charadler, is the athletic and Ikilful warrior ; the fe-, 
cond, the fleet and expert hunter j the former enjoys his prifon- 
cw and the booty of his enemy ; the latter has his wives, la* - 
bourers, and flaves by purchafe, and the ability that he pofl'dOfes 
to maintain them. The rooft favoured of women is fhe who. 
has the greateft number of children. The women feem very 
fond of their oflfepring ; dreading the efiefts of war, and the 
dangers of the chafe ; fome of them bring up their males in 
very eflfeminate manner, and are happy to fee them take n by . 
the chiefs, to gratify their, unnatural deflres. Such yputlu 

dreflfed like women, and taught all their domeftic duties. 
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There is no ceremony in marriage ; the ability to lupport 
women gives authority to take them, with their confent ; in 
which cafe, the couple are conduced by the relatives of the girl 
to the vapour bath, which is heated, and they are left together ; 
but fome prefent is generally made to the girl’s father and mother. 
I inquired whether they lent their wives to one another ? They 
told me, No ; unlefs they were barren, and dcfired it ; if they 
then had a child, they became the property of its father. 

No other ceremony is obferved at births, than waftiing the 
cliild, and giving it a name. 

The dead body of a chief is embalmed with mofs^ and 
buried. The moft confidential of his labourers are facrificed 
and buried with him ; alfo his inflruments of war or the chafe, 
and fome food. Numbers of the natives arc baptized j but Dela- 
reff, the diredor of the Company, would not allow our prieft to 
compel any to become Ghriftians ; he, however, afiSfted him in 
perfuadii\g as many as he could. Such as were at the fchool 
eftablilhed, willingly embraced the Greek religion, as did alfo 
numbers of the women. 

The drefles of the natives are the fame as at Oonalaflika, but 
worfe made ; they are open about the neck, and have but very 
few ornaments. They are extremely fond of blue beads and 
amber, and carry on a trade with the natives of the neighbour- 
hood of Cook’s River, where they purchafe their baidars and 
canoes for trinkets, provifions, and oils of whales and feals. They 
ufe darts and lances headed with flate, with which they kill the fea 
animals. They alfo ufe poifon to their arrows, and the Aconite 
is the drug adopted for this pur{)bfe. Selei^ing the roots of fuch 
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plants as grow alpne, thefe roots are dried and pounded, or 
grated ; water is then poured upon them, and they are kept in a 
warm place till fermented : when in this ftate, the men anoint 
the points of their arrows, or lances, which makes the wound 
that may be inflicted mortal. 

They treat their vifitors, upon firft entering their dwellings, 
•with a cup of cold clean water. When they have refted a while 
from the fatigue of rowing or walking, they put before them 
whale’s flefh, the meat of fea lion, fifli, berries mixed with oil, 
and boiled farana, alfo mixed with fifti oil ; and it is expected 
that the gueft fhall eat all that is fet before him. In the mean- 
time their bath is heated, and the gueft is conducted into it, where, 
he receives a bowl of the melted fat of feals or bears, to drink. 
The more the gueft eats and drinks, the greater honour is done 
to the hoft ; but if he cannot eat all that is put before him, he 
muft take the remains away with him. 

They begin their chace In February on the fouth fide of 
Kadiak j for the kotic it continues all March ; in April they de- 
part from Kadiak to the neighbouring iflands for fea otters, which 
are in the greateft perfection in Apfil and May j alfo for feals, 
fea lions, birds eggs, &c. The ift of June whales and other filh arc 
caught, farana gathered, &c. The firft fifh that appears is the halibut ; 
then falmon, the fame fpecies as in Kamtlhatka. They continue 
this chace till the end of October, when they retire to their win- 
ter dwellings, November they fpend in vifiting each other, 
feafting in the manner of the Oonalaflikans, and dancing with 
malks and painted faces. 
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A Vocabulary of their Language, as well as of the languages of 
the other nations that I have vifited, is given at the end of the- 
Volume. 

The birds that I obferved hereabout were fuch as I faw at 
Oonalaflika, and about Shumagiu’s iflands : wild geefe * ; different 
kinds of gulls j the crefted and tufted auk ; blue pettrcl, of a rufty 
dark brown, very like the fwallow ; the foolilli and black guille- 
mot ; divers, and a great variety of ducks : the flefli of which are 
eaten by the natives, the fkins ufed for dreffes, and the bills, 
particularly of the fca-parrot, employed for ornament. 

Bears now and then appear upon the ifland of Kadiak, fwiin- 
ming acrofs the ftraits that divide it from Alakfa five miles. The 
whittling marmots arc numerous, as arc alfo mice. Foxes, and 
ftone-foxes, are fcarce fince the eftablilhment of the Ruffians ; in 
faft, thefe and the marmot are the only animals that the Ruffians 
can kill ; for they are not capable of chafing the fea animals, which 
requires particular agility in governing the fmall leather canoes, 
in which the natives purfue the fea-lion, the urfiue-feal, fea-otter, 
porpoifes, and common feals. 

The fea-lion, called by the Ruffians fivootfba. Is the ftrongefk 
and larged of the fcal kind j covered with dark coloured coarfe 
hair, which is very thick and long about the neck and fhoulders ; 
the hind part is tapering, with fmooth fhort hair. The largeft is 
about eight feet long. They copulate and pafs every night on 

* Goofe ivith a black bill ; the upper mandible has a callous elevation. A triangular 
white fpot runs from the throat along the cheeks on both fides, to the hind part of the 
head. The bottom of the under part of the neck, vent feathers, belly, and coverts of the 
tail, wliite ; breaft, back, and win^s duilvy brown ; legs a dull dark colour, 
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fome rock by themfelves, one male and a number of females, 
driving away, or killing, every other liiecies of animal that may 
approach them. The males have frequently very defperate engage- 
ments, and the conqueror is immediately joined by all the females. 
They are extremely bold, and will attack men if difturbed on the 
rocks. They have a fmall white fpot on the temples, nearly as large 
as a half-crown piece ; and this is the only place about them vulner- 
able by arrows, which hardly pierce the fkin in other parts ; but, if 
poifoned, they penetrate deep enough to infufethe baneful quality. 
The meat of ihcfe animals is cut in thin flireds, and dried by the 
hunters, who efteem it good eating. I thought it bad and filhy; 
but the head, which is equal in fize to that of a large ox, I thought 
very good, if well Hewed, and eaten with farana and other edible 
roots. The fecond fpecies is the kotic, or urfine-feal ; the largeft 
are about fix feet long, covered with beautiful filvery grey hairs, 
of the colour of the Siberian fquirrel, having a foft downy under 
fur, refembling brown filk. The young kotic are extremely 
playful in the water ; the head very nearly refembles that of a 
lamb with long ears ; and they live upon rock-weeds. The flefli of 
the young ones is well tafted, but the colour is blue, and un» 
pleafant to the eye. Thefe fwarm together in great herds on the 
low iflands, and are killed by being ftruck juft above the nofe 
with a fhort bludgeon. When they find themfelves in danger, 
they attempt to bite. When very young, the fur is of a beauti* 
ful fhort glofly black, which changes to filvery when they grow 
up j and when they become very old, they are almoft white. 

The moft valuable fur is that of the fea otter, called by the 
hunters, and in Ruilia, Morlkoi Bobre. The fur of the young 
ones is rough and long, of a light brown colour (fomething like 
the young cub of a bear), and is called Medvedka, the diminutive 

of 
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of bear: this is of no value: the middling fized are darker and 
valuable ; thefe are diftinguifhed by the name of Kolhlok ; but 
the moft valuable are what is called the Matka, or mother j the 
largeft are about five feet long, with a rich fur nearly black, in- 
tcii»>erfed with longer hairs of a glofly white. The fur is up- 
right, not inclining any particular way, from an inch to an inch 
and a half long. I had a young fea otter dreffed, and it tailed 
exa£tly like a fucking pig. There are no more on the coaft of 
Kamtfliatka ; they are very feldom feen on the Aleutan iflands ; 
of late, they have forfaken the Shumagins ; and I am inclined to 
think, from the value of the fkin having caufed fuch devaftation 
among them, and the purfuit after them being fo keen, added to 
their local fituation between the latitudes of 45° and 60°, that 
fifteen years hence there will hardly exift any more of this fpecies. 

Sea cows were very numerous about the coaft of Kamtfhatka, 
and the Aleutan iflands, at the time when they were firft dif- 
covered ; but the laft -of this fpecies was killed in 1768 on Bering’s 
ifland, and none have been ever feen fince. 

Whales are in amazing numbers about the ftraits of the Iflands, 
and in the vicinity of Kadiak ; the natives purfue them in thtir 
fmall boats, and kill numbers with a poifoned flate-pointed lanccr 
Their melted fat is an article of great trade to the continent, being 
carried thither in bladders by the iflandcrs ; for which they ob- 
tain the land animals, boats, darts, flaves, &c. 

I obferved the fame fpecies of falmon here as at Ochotik, and 
faw crabs j fome Ihells of lobfters in the beach ; cockles weigh- 
ing a pound each, and a variety of other fliell-filh. Thefe are 
the food of the fea-otter. 


The 
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The Halibuts in thefe feas are extremely large, fome weighing 
feventeen poods, or fix hundred and twelve pounds avoirdupois. 
The fins and tail are good eating j but the body of the fi(h is very 
coarfe and dry. The liver of this fifli, as alfo of cod, the natives 
eftcem unhealthy, apd never eat, but extract the oil from them. 

The harbour in which the Ruffians have their Eftabliffimcnt is 
called Treeh Svatiteley. It is on the fouth-weft fide of the Bay 
formed by a low fpot of land running out from the fide of one 
of the loftieft mountains ; and, taking a circular fweep north and 
weft, forms a harbour of about tw'o miles in circumference, with 
foundings from eight to three fathom, over a bottom of mud. 
Near the dwellings, is a freffi water brook iffuing out of the 
mountain ; and at the bottom of it are their cook-houfes, and 
two infignificant fait water lakes. 

This ifland is fubjed to frequent earthquakes, which are fome- 
times very violent. We obferved high water at the new moon 
at 11° 45', the rife about eight feet. The variation of the com- 
pafs 26° eaft by the meridian line: the longitude of the harbour 
205° 30', latitude 57° 5'. 

The natural productions of the ifland that fell under my view 
were, the elder in abundance ; the low willow j fome brufli- 
wood, ginfeng, wild onions ; the edible roots of Kamtlhatka ; 
feveral fpecies of berries, with currants and rafpberries in abund- 
ance, the latter white, but extremely large, being bigger than any 
mulberry that I have ever feen, but watery in tafte. Several of 
the natives had fmall bunches of fnake>root, which they obtained 
from Alakfa. 


In 
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In the interior, they have good timber of common pine ; and 
on the eaftern point of the ifland, which Captain Cook called 
Cape Grcville, they have a very confidcrablc foreft of pines, 
whence they bring the trees to build their huts here, and repair 
their vcflels. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Leave Kadiak, -—IJland of Afognak, — Shuyuch^ or Point Banks.~^ 
Icy River. — Fall in with a groupc of JJlands^ and are vifited by 
fome of the Natives. — Anchor in Prince Williams Sound. — Vifited 
by the Natives^ whofe propenfty to thieving is checked by the 
fagacity of two Dogs. — Captain Billings ajfumes an addition- 
ul rank, — Captain Saretjbtff s Account of bis Survey of the 
Coajl. — Cape St. Elias afcertained by an ExtraB from Mr. Stel- 
lers Journal. — Mr. Delarejf's Account of a former Vifit to the 
Sound, — Some RefieBions of the Author, 

Having remained here at anchor until the 6th July, we took 
on board our aftronomical tent, and the tent containing our tra- 
velling church, which were both erected on our arrival; and at five 
o’clock in the evening of that day, we hauled out of the harbour 
into the bay, and experienced as much difficulty in getting out, as 
we had before done in going in. 

Mr. Pelareffi, the director of the Company, upon receiving in- 
telligence that a Spaniffi frigate under the command of Captain 
Mendoza was at the entrance of Cook’s river, acquainted us, 
and took his pafiage on board our ffiip. We were informed, 
that the Spaniards were in the habit of vifiting the fettlements 
yearly, and that the Ruffians obtained fome provifions, and a con- 
fidcrable quantity of fea-otter Ikins from them, in exchange for 
hardware, beads, and linens. 


It 
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It was Captain Billings’s intention to vifit this Ihip. We had 
variable light airs from north to weft, fo that we made but little 
headway ; and obferved the whole of the fouth-eaft and eaft (hores 
of the ifland very lofty and broken, replete with inlets and bays ; 
and numberlefs rocks clofe in with the land. The 7th, at 5^ 3 a' 
55" P. M. our longitude 207° 47' 45", latitude 57° 25' 40”, Yel- 
lovoi Muis, or Cape Greville, bore north-weft* 

The 8th, at day-break, we faw the ifland of Afognak, upon 
which the Ruflians have an cftablifliment. This ifland is covered 
with fine timber inland. Its diftance from the north extremity 
of Kadiak is feven miles. The ftraits are replete with iflands and 
rocks. Two miles north of Afognak is the ifland Shuyuch, fur- 
rounded with rocks, and about four miles in length. Its northern 
cape was feen by Cook, who named it Point Banks. 

Contrary and baffling winds from the weft and north-weft 
prevented our weathering Cape St. Elizabeth. In the morning 
of the nth we had rainy weather, but faw in the haze the land 
oaft of the cape, which was much broken, and mountainous. At 
io o’clock a conical mountun on the continent bore north-weft 
^ 3 °. We obferved a river, which the hunters call Ledenaia Reka 
{Icy River), from its being continually frozen, and which ferves 
them for a diredion into the Sound, It bore north- weft, diftant 
about 15 miles, and is fltuated in latitude 59° 36', longitude 209® 
45' eaft. Near the mouth of this river are a groupe of illands, 
and numerous detached rocks. We had variable light airs from the 
fouth-eaft to nortfa-eaft, with calms, and foggy and mifty weather, 
which hid the land till Friday the 12th at two P. M. when we 
again law land about 15 miles aliead. Our courfe was north 
north-weft, with light airs from the north-eaft. Obferving fe- 
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veral openiDgs, and DelarefF afluring us that there were no fudkerv 
rocks, -but good anchorage in the bays, we Hood in, and got 
among a variety of fmall illands. When we were at about three 
miles from fhore, two of the natives came off in their canoes^ 
making the general fign of peace, by expanding their arms ; we 
repeated their fignal, and hoifted a flag, upon which they came 
on board, bringing with them the Ikin of a young fea-otter, a 
river-otter, and a feal ; for which they received tobacco and 
beads. They flayed but a fhort time onboard; and DelarefF went 
on fhore in his three-rfeated baidar, which he brought with him-, 
and two Americans, accompanied by the natives who had vifited 
us ; he not feeing any probability of getting with the fhip to 
Cook’s river. Though quite unarmed, he did not apprehend any 
danger ; a plain proof that his company had the complete friend- 
Ihip of the natives. We dferired him to acquaint the Spaniards^ 
that we wifhed much to fee them, and fhould continue fometime 
in Prince William’s Sound. He gave us a young American, who 
underftood the Ruffian language, for our interpreter. This young 
man fpoke with the two natives, who faid, that almofl all the 
land which we faw was iflands, which produce very fine timber 
to the water’s edge. Our latitude was now 59° 15'; and, though 
we were not above three miles from the nearefl land,, quite cmi- 
bayed, we got no foundings with 100 fathom, line. We ob- 
fcrved the current fetting to the weftward at two knots and a halfi. 
Variable light airs between fouth and caft continued, with calms 
all day. The 13th, at 4° 4' 25" P.M., our longitude was 209? 
15', latitude 59° 17/ 45". Baffling winds continued till the 
morning of the 16th,. when a moderate breeze fprung up from 
the fouth- eafl. Qur courfe was north-eafl,, at about five knots, 
with a heavy fea and rainy weather. In the afternoon we had 
again little wind. In the morning of the 17th, at four o’clock, 
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we faw Montague ifland (called by the natives Tfukli) bearing 
north 5° eaft, dillant about feven leagues. At 8® 36' 25" A. M. 
our longitude was 211° 13', latitude 59® 43' 38". We Rood 
away to tlie eaftward of the ifland, to get into Prinde William's 
Sound, which we accomplilhed on the 19th at four P. M., and 
brought up near the place where Captain Cook lay at anchor 
in 1778. 

In the morning of the 20th July, we fent our obfervatory, 
with all the apparatus, on Ihore, and were vlfited by numbers of 
the natives, who were at firft very Ihy ; rowed about the Ihlp 
holding up their hands with bear-lkln gloves on ; finging, and 
making figns of friendlhip* On being alTured of friendly treat- 
ment, they foon came on board, and manifelled a ftrong inclina- 
tion to Real iron articles. They complained bitterly of the ill 
treatment that they had received from a RuRlan veflTel under the 
command of Sturman PolutoE Thefe Ruffians had taken their fea- 
otter and other (kins from them without making any returns ; 
wantonly Riot fome of their people, and carried feveral of their 
women away by force. 

They feemed perfedly fatlsfied with the treatment and fome 
prefents which they received on board, and left us with a promlfe 
of returning with fome Reins. However, they made RilR to take 
with them every thing that Jay about carelefsly, and the iron tiller 
of the boat along-fide. 

We kept a Rrong guard on board, and alfo at the obfervatory, 
to prevent our being furprifed ; for the natives appeared refolute 
enough to undertake any thing. 
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A number of them vlfited Captain Billings in his tent on Ihore^ 
and he treated them with tea j of which, however, they did not 
feem very fond, nor of brandy, nor tobacco ; for thefe articles 
had not yet been introduced among them, or tailed, except by 
a very few who had been on board the Ruffian velTels ; but they 
ivere all fond of fugar.. 


A water fpaniel that Captain Billings had with him did not feem 
to like the appearance of thele favages ; however, he lay ftill in the 
middle of the tent. The cabin-boy had carelefsly placed the tea- 
board fo, that part of it, with fpoons, &c. was feen on the outfide 
of the tent. One of the natives attempted to appropriate the 
fpoons to himfelf ; this no one obferved but the dog, who fprang 
up, leaped over the natives in the tent, feized the thief by the 
hand with the fpoons in it, and held him fall till the Captain told 
him to let go: a circumftance which, 1 believe, kept them honeft 
afterwards in the dog*s prefence. Captain Hall had a pointer on 
board, which did the fame fervice there. The natives wilhed 
very much to polTefs thefe dogs, and one of them deltred Captain 
Hall to fell him half of his ; which induced me to think that 
they wanted to eat them, or fuppofed that they were kept to be 
eaten by us. 

Captain Billings, being now arrived at the place which /up- 
poftd to be Cape Saint £Kas, difeovered by Captain Bering in 
1741, alTumed an additional rank, conformable to the mandate of 
Her Imperial Majefty, and took the oath adminillered by our 
priell, according to the rules of the ferrice. This was upon Saint 
Elias’s day. 

Two 
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Two men and a woman had accompanied us from the ifland 
of Oonalaflika, by their own defire, to ferve as interpreters. Their 
chief view was, to get out of the way of the Ruffian hunters now 
on their ifland ; and Captain Billings promifed to leave them at 
home on his return, when they thought the hunters would be 
gone. They had brought their fmall canoes, or baidars, with 
them. I was the only peribn on board, except the Aleutes, that 
could venture out in thefe boats ; and the 22d, being a fine day, 
with light airs and calms, I took a fmall excurfion merely for ex^ 
ercife, quite alone ; but received Gaptun Hall’s injundions (Cap- 
tain Billings being at the obfervatory] not to go on fliore, nor 
venture to any great diflance. 1 left the fliip at one o’clock, and 
paddled with the tide at the rate of about, eight miles in the hour, 
without paying any attention to the diflance. On attempting to 
return, I found the tide too ftrong againfl me. I did not fee a 
Angle native any where, nor any traces of them, and refolved to 
enter a fmall cove to wait the return of tide, and to get a draught 
of frefli water from a brook that I obferved. After entering a 
fmall inlet, I difeovered that my retreat was cut off by fome of 
the natives. My drefs was a nankeen jacket and trowfers ; and 
1 had a few clafp knives and beads in my pocket, which I gave 
the natives; particularly a woman whom I obferved amongfl 
them in a nankeen camley, and who addrefled me, to my afloniffi- 
ment, in the Ruffian language ; which, rather increafed the uneafy 
fituation that I found myfelf in, on account of the complaints 
that they had made, on board, of PolutofT s company. I found, 
however, no great difficulty in perfuading her that I was not a 
Ruffian. She gave me a bowl of water, and treated me with 
berries upon which the oil of feals had been poured. She told 
me, that Polutoff had taken her away by force, and kept her 
above a year, till ffie had learned the Ruffian language. After 
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that, fhe alTociatcd with Zaikoff, and returned to the Sound, making 
hcrfelf their interpreter. She faid, that Zaikoff, who was a very 
good man, and behaved well to every body, had favoured her 
efcape, and that they had been well revenged upon PolutofF and 
his crew ; for that a boat from each of the veflels had been on 
fliore to cut wood, and had pitched two tents (one for each com- 
pany) at a fmall diftance from each other. It was in the autumn ; 
the night was dark ; and only one man watched at a fire fide, 
fitting on the beach. The natives crawled, unheard, clofe to the 
watch at PolutoIF’s tent, killed him, and, rufhing into the tent, 
murdered every foul there, without molefting Zaikoff's tent, or 
any of his people. 

She invited me to their dwelling, and aflured me that I ihould 
be fafe. I afked her how far it was. She faid, that if I left the 
fhip at fun-rife I fhould arrive at her dwelling before fun-fet ; 
that the habitation was acrofs the ftraits at the end of the Sound 
(pointing to the eallward of the north), near the difcharge of a 
large river. This induced me to afk her, if the land about us 
conftituted any part of the continent. After fome converfation 
between her and the chief, fhe told me, that the openings were 
all ftraits. J promifed that I would go with her if they would 
come on board in the morning for me, and that I would give 
them beads and other trinkets. At half paft three it was high 
water, and I put off, very well pleafed to get away ; for they all 
admired my baidar fo much, that I was much afraid of lofing it, 
and my fenfations, when I firft difcovered myfelf in their power, 
were very unpleafant. I arrived on board at half paft four, and 
relieved Captain Hall of his anxiety on my account, but forbore 
relating my adventure, left it fhould prevent my future excur- 
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fions, which I promifed myfelf fhould not lead me into fuch dan- 
ger a fecond time. 

Early in the morning of the 23d the woman came alongfide, 
with about ten double canoes, and brought a fea-otter Ikin, which 
I took for a few beads. They afked me to accompany them, 
and the chief would remain in the (hip till I came back j but Captain 
Billings would not agree to it. Neither Captain Hall nor Saret- 
Iheff faw any reafon for objediing to this trip, efpecially as the 
chief offered to ftay on board as hoftage for my return. Captain 
Billings at this time had the woman and chief in his cabin, out of 
which they returned in great hafte, and in feeming rage left the 
Blip. I was extremely forry, as it deprived me of the hopes of 
getting fuch information as I wifhed to obtain concerning the 
ftraits, and particularly the large river that fhe fpoke of. They 
rowed to the obfervatory, and took a cafque from the head of 
one of our grenadiers, with which they attempted to run away, 
but returned it on being overtaken. 

They, indeed, Ihewed an aftonifhing propenfity to thieving, 
even of fuch things as could not have been of any fervice to 
them; and, upon being detected, returned the articles with amaz- 
ing compofure. Their language and manners differ but very 
little from thofe of the iflanders at Kadiak. 

Towards evening of the 24th July, Captain Saretflieff went 
with the long-boat armed, to furvey the Sound, to examine the 
dwellings of the natives, and to difeover whether the land was 
any part of the continent, or merely iflands. He returned in the 
afternoon of the 27th, and gave the following account of his 
excurfion, 


“ I went 
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“ I went north about eleven miles and a half, where the coaft 
“ trends eaftward. Here fix Americans, in four baidars, over- 
“ took us, and faid that they wanted to condud or accompany 
“ us. In the evening, when we halted for the night in a fmall 
“ bight (not fo far as they wilhed us to go), they left us. Here 
“ we faw a crofs affixed *. The next day we proceeded j and 
“ at the diftance of fixteen miles and a half the land trended 
“ away to the fouth'eaft, into what appeared to us a very oxten- 
“ five bay. On account of foggy weather, we could not well 
“ difeem the oppofite Ihore, which, however, appeared at times, 
“ and feemed rather low land. At eighteen miles the fliores led 
“ to the north-eaft. Here we again faw the natives in eight 
“ baidars. They faid that they had been on the chafe out at fea, 
“ and that we were in the ftraits ; but advifed us not to continue 
** our courle much farther, as it was very Ihallow, and the 
“ breakers were fo violent that they found great difficulty in 
“ paffing in their fmall canoes ; adding, that the place was quite 
“ dry at low water. They find, that the oppofite Ihore was like- 
“ wife a large ifland, and that the ftraits were alfo Ihallow and 
“ nearly dry at low water. The oppofite Ihore was not to be 
“ feen on account of the fog. We proceeded, in all, twenty- 
“ three miles. The fog clearing up a little, difeovered both 
“ Ihores and the fea. The cape on the right hand was about 
“ two miles diftant. The left Ihore . trended to the north-eaft. 
“ At a little diftance from ftiore were two fmall iflands, and a cle- 
tached high rock. We crofted the ftraits backwards and for- 
wards in returning, with foundings from one and a half to two 
“ and a half fathoms, fand. It was high water ; and, that the 

* I am inclined to think that it was creclcd by Zaikoff, or Polutoff, in confequence of 
ihciV people being buried here* 
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boat fliould not be left dry, we proceeded back at feven o’clock 
“ in the evening, and pafled the night of the 26th in a fmall 
“ bight about fix miles from the fhip. Here we found a few na- 
“ lives in their fummer habitations for the fake of the chafe, 
" who received us in a very friendly manner, affuring us that 
“ they had no bad intentions,- becaufe we behaved well to them, 
“ and not like fome vifitors who had been before us. I told 
“ them, that thofe who treated them ill were not government 
“ flilps ; and that whenever they faw a (hip with fuch a flag as 
“ ours, they might go on board with great fafety.” {* Signed 
G. Sarctlheff, and dated 27th July 1790.) 

He did not like the appearance of fome of the natives, and 
kept a very good look out, to prevent his being furprifed. 

On the 28th, I made a little excurfion in the long-boat well 
armed, with the naturalift and drawing-mafter, and returned the 
next day without feeing any of the natives, or meeting with any 
circumflanCe worth relating. An old man came aboard on the 
29th, who feemed very good natured and intelligent. Mr. Saret- 
flielf and I entered into converfation svith him through our Ame- 
rican interpreter, and alked him, how long it was fince the firft 
fliips made their appearance among them ; and whether he re- 
membered any boats having been loft ? He anfwered, that fevera! 
boats had been loft, which, by his account, we thought to have 
been Spaniards. He faid, that they frequented (on the chafe in 

* I tliinic It ncceffary to notice, that upon Mr. SaretfhefF’s arrival In Kamtdiatka he dif- 
covered that his interpreter knew that the natives wanted him to go up the bay, that his 
boat might he left dry, when they meant to attack him and murder all Jils people. Upon 
Mr. SaretflielT’s afkiiig this Interpreter why he did not mention it at the time, he faid, I 
“ fliould have been fafe had you been murdered ; but, had I difeovered their plan, I (hould 
certainly have been killed.** 

C c fummer) 
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fummer) an ifland, which he defcribed fo particularly, as con- 
vinced us beyond a doubt, that it was the Kay’s ifland of Captain 
Cook. He remembered, that when he was a boy, a fhip had 
been clofe into the bay on the wed fide of the illand, and had 
fent a boat on Ihore ; but on its approaching land the natives all 
ran away. When the fliip failed, they returned to their hut, and 
found in their fubterraneous ftore-room, fome glafs beads, leaves 
(tobacco), an iron kettle, and fomething elfe. This perfectly 
anfwers to Steller’s * account of tUe Cape Saint Elias of Bering, 

and 

* The following is a tranflaUon of this part of Mr. Steller’s journal, which he kept ia 
the German language. 

We faw laud the 15th July ; but, as it did not appear diftiiiA enough to make a draw- 
ing of it, it was, on account of my having feen it firli, faid to be a miliakc ; but the next 
day it appeared beyond a doubt. The land was high, and an interior mountain was very 
plainly difcemible fixteen German miles out at fea. I have never feen, in all Siberia or 
Kamtfhatka, a more lofty mountain. The ftiore was broken every where, and difeovered 
numbers of inlets and harbours. Every perfoii congratulated the commander on the dif- 
covery ; which congratulations he received not only with aftonifliing indifference, but even 
fhrugged up his flioulders, and faid to Mr. Plinifiier, “ Wc imagine that we have found 
it every thing, and numbers arc grown big with airy projeds. Nobody confidcrs where wc 
have found land, the diflance that we have to run back, or what may happen : per. 
haps pafTage-winds may prevent our return. We know not this land, nor have we fufH- 
cient provifion to pafs a winter.” 

** The i7lh, on account of little wind, wc advanced flowly. The i8th, towards even- 
ing, we came fo clofe as enabled us to fee plainly the beautiful forefls that approached to 
the water’s edge. The fhorc was even, and appeared Tandy. We kept the continent on 
the right liand, failing a north-wefterly courfe to get behind an ifland confifling of a high 
mountain covered with wood, which was only to be done by plying to windward. 

The 19th wc were two German miles off the north-weft extremity of the ifland. We 
had obferved, the day before, ftraits between it and the continent ; and I thought that 
fome confiderable river emptied ilfclf in the vicinity. My reafons were, — the current two 
miles out at fea ; and the diffet ence in the colour of the water, which was alfo frefher. 

** I mentioned my conjcftiires, but they were laughed at. The whole of this day we 
employed in plying to windward, to get clofctothc ifland into the inlet that we had obferved 

the 
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and IS undoubtedly the very fpot where Steller landed, and where 
the things above mentioned were left in the cellar. Thus it is 
very plain, that Cape Saint Elias is not the fouthern point of 
Montague ifland, but Kay’s ifland. This native farther told us, 
that at the north extremity of Kay’s ifland, there was a bay flxel- 
tcred from the wind ; that the entrance at low water was as deep 
as his double paddle (which is about feven foot) ; and that there 
are runs of frefli water into it, but no great rivers. A very confii- 
derable river, however, falls into the fea a day’s journey north of 
our anchorage, up which the natives travel 14 days to the refi- 
dence of a different nation, the people of which fupply them with 
knives, copper kettles, and inftruments, and make their canoes. 


the day before. The 20th we came to anchor between i/landa ; and, in compliment to 
the day, named the extremity of the large iOand Cape Saint Elias, See* 

Chytroff, the mafter, was fent on fliorc to furvey, and Mr. Steller accompanied him to 
make his obfervatioiis on (liore on the three kingdoms of natur#’ 

He faw the traces of inhabitants, and difeovered one of their cellars, into which he cn» 
tered. It contained, 

1. Lukofhkaii. Tlicfc are a kind of box of the bark of trees, about two yards high, 
containing fniokc-dried falmon. 

2. A qiiaiitit)- of the fweet plant of Kamtfhatka, but cleaned and prepared in a better 
manner. 

3. Several fpecles of grafs, cleaned like hemp : I took them for nettles, which grow here 
in abundance ; perhaps ufed, as In Kanitfliatka, for fifliing-iiets. 

4. The dried inner bark of larch and fir in rolls, fuch as I have feen in Kamtfliatka, 
through all Siberia, and even In fome parts of RufTia ; and which is eaten in cafe of need. 

5. Large packs of thongs of fea- weeds, of great Ilrcngth. 

Bcfides a few arrows made like thofc of the Tartars and Tungoofe ; blacked, and wrought 
fo fmooth, that I apprehend tliey have iron iuftraments. 

He carried with him on board two bundles of fifh ; an arrow ; a wooden iiiflrumcnt for 
making fire, refembling that ufed formerly by the Kamtfliadals, with tiiidjr made of dried 
leaves; a bundle of the wood.; fume bark, and fome of the grafs. 

Sailors were afterwards font to leave an iron kettle; a pound of tobacco ; a Chinefe to- 
bacco .pipe, and a piece of Chinefe filk ; in return, they nearly plundered the cellar. 

C c 2 That 
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That theie people trade iirith others farther inland, and obtaia 
from them knives and other articles ; but that his nation never 
go farther than 14 days* journey. That the articles of their 
trade are, the fkins of fea^lions, for boats } oil of fea animals j 
fmall {hells ; and mufcle'lhells for points to arrows ; and that 
thefe were a very powerful and warlike people. 

Another obfervation of his, I think it very neceflary to men- 
tion : it was a politive aflertion, that there were ftraits and iflands 
as far as we could fee ; and that to the fouth-eaft there was A 
GREAT SALT WATER,” with many entrances to it. I repeatedly 
aiked the queftion, and could not be miftaken in the anfwer ; and 
I would molt willingly have ftayed on the coall alone, to explore 
thefe unknown parts from tribe to tribe, until I had loH myfelf, 
or found my way to Europe through fome of thefe cranny pat 
fages. I am aware, that I was thought a madman for it ; but 
this madnefs, thi^enthufiaftic confidence, would, I am certain, 
have alfilled my fuccefs ; nor would I have left unexplored a 
river of which we had fuch conBrmed accounts, without good 
reafon for it ; for I never met with any men that would refufe 
alfiftance to one individual, who, without the means of being 
their enemy, was at all times in their power. Over and above all 
this, I declare, that I have complete confidence in a Supreme 
Being, who governs every thought, and infpires means of ex- 
prelfion to fecure the devotee in exploring his wifdom. 

I hope that my rhapfodies will not offend my readers : they 
are notes penned at the inilant when my feelings were mod acute, 
and with a view of making them known to the public on a future 
day. 


Captain 
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Captain Billings hacl received intelligence of this river from 
Mr. DelarefF, the diredtor of ShelikofTs companies at Kadiak, 
Afognak, and Cook’s River j who gave the natives the character 
of good people ; and faid, that they ate, drank, and flept to- 
gether in the moft friendly manner j and I firmly believe what he. 
faid 


We took in a number of fine fpars, with a fupply of water, 
and caught with our net in-fhore fome falmon, befide taking fome 
flat fifh by angling over the ihip’s fide. Having hauftd up a large 
ikate while the natives were about the (hip in their boats, as many 


♦ 1 think it ncccffary to coiiHnunicate the following intelligence of this Gentleman wr- 
ialim. 


“ I failed from Ochotflc in the month of July 178 f ; arrived’ tlic icth Auguft at Com- 
mandoriki (Bering’s) Ifland, where I wintered. The fccond winter I paffed at Oona- 
laflika ; and the winter of 1783 at Prince William’s Sound. I arrived on the 13th Auguft 
in the offings before fun-rife, and fent out a boat well manned to feck a convenient har- 
bour. The weather became thick and hazy ; but when it cleared up 1 difeovered a num- 
ber of boats making to the veffcl. The largtft among them hoifted a flag ; I did the 
fame; they then rowed three times round the vcflfcl, one man flanding in the middle, fing- 
ing, and waving his hands. Upon being invited they came aboard, and I obtained four- 
teen fea-ottcr Ikins for glafs beads, chfefly blue. I offered them fliirts and clothes, which 
they did not feem to want ; and tobacco they rejected. They behaved in a very friendly 
manner. We were quite off our guard, and ate, drank, and flept together in the greatefl; 
harmony^. They informed us* that two fliips had been there fome years back, and gave 
them great ftore of beads and other articles. By their defeription, thefe veflels muft have 
been Englifli. They had knives and copper kettles, which they faid they obtained up a 
great river, about 14 days journey againft the ilrcam, where the natives were numerous,, 
and. had great quantities of copper. . 

^ On the 8th September there feemed fome alteration in theif appearance, and they fu(L. 
dedy commenced a violent attack upon my people. I knew no caufe, until the 21ft, when 
the boat. fent upon my arrival returned, and. I found that there had been quarrelling and 
fighting between the boat’s crew and the natives. 1 could never find out the origin of the 
difpute ; htat really think that my own people had been the aggreflors ; perhaps for the fake 
of a few ikmis Pokuoff ’s vclTcl was at that time in the Sound, and I left them there.” 
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as could get at it ftabbcd it with their fpears with great eagerncfs, 
and called it the devil. 

Rafpberries were in great plenty, white, extremely large, and 
fine flavoured. Cranberries and feveral other fpecies of berries 
we obferved, with plenty of ginfeng, and fome fnake-root. The 
timber comprifed a variety of pines of an immenfe thicknefs and 
height ; fome extremely tough and fibrous, and of thefe we made 
our bed oars. 

The natives wore the fame habits as thofc of Kadiak ; they 
poficfs the fame cufloms, and the languages differ very little. 
T’hey had evidently a knowledge of feveral European words ; for 
if they were not fatisfied with returns made in barter for their 
articles, they exclaimed. No! nol^no! no! holding their hands 
for more ; and if more was required from them than they in- 
clined to part with, they fliook their heads and faid, Plenty^ 
plenty. They obferved the expreflion of our countenances very 
jninutely ; and if they faw any thing refembling anger, they im- 
mediately laid down their articles in their boats, held up their 
hands, and exclaimed, Amigo, Amigo! and La-lee, La-lec ! which 
they underftood to fignify fricndlliip and peace. Their inftru- 
inents differ only in this particular, that many of them are pointed 
with copper, and one of them had an European bayonet on the 
end of his fpear. They have very large fereens ; I was told, (but 
faw none) of fuflicient ftrength and thicknefs to withftand a muf- 
ket-ball, and large enough to flielter twenty or thirty men. They 
have armour of wood, which covers the body of the warrior and 
his neck ; but his arms and legs are expofed. This is made of 
very neat pieces of wood, about half an inch thick, and near an 

inch 
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inch broad, tied very artfully together with fine threads of the 
finews of animals ; and fo contrived, that they can roll it up or ex- 
pand it. This they tie round the body, a flap before reaching 
down their thighs; but fo made as to rife or fall, and permit their 
fitting in baidars : a fimilar flap hangs on the bread, ^hich may- 
be rifen as high as their eyes. Straps fallen this armour on their 
Ihoulders, and firings tie it round the body on one fide. 

The head is well guarded with a wooden helmet ; fome of thefe 
are made to refemble the head of a bear, and cover the face com- 
pletely. Such wooden caps, or head-pieces, are worn in the chafe 
of the different animals which they reprefent ; the native clothes 
himfelf in their Ikins, and approaches within a convenient dillance 
to ufe his bow or lance. Some of the natives were prefented with 
copper medals and beads. 

Our obfervations proved the longitude 213° 42' 45", latitude 
60° 18' 48", at the obfervatory on fliore, about 50 fathom fouth 
of the.fliip at anchor. 


CHA1\ 



200 


ACCOUNT OE AN EXPEDITION 


CHAP. XV. 

Ixave Prince WilUanis Sound. — It is refolved to return to Kaiut- 
Jhatka. — Kay s IJland . — Owe of the Alcutes taken on board from 
-Oonalafoka makes an attempt on bis life. — Extraordinary diffe~ 
rcnce in Longitude between the Tune-keeper and the Ship's rec- 
koning. — Short Allowance enforccil. — Arrive in the Harbour of 
St. Peter and St. Paid. 

We remained in tins flation till the 30th July 1790, at fix 
A. M. when we fet fail, having hauled out of the bay with a 
gentle north-weft wind, Ihaping our courfe fouth and fouth-eaft. 
At noon the north extremity of Montague ifiand (called Tfukli 
by the natives) bore by true compafs north-weft 40'', diftance 
feven miles. From this point, latitude 60° 16', longitude 213° 3', 
we took our departure. Variation of the compafs 28'^ 30' eaft. 

In the morning of the 31ft July we faw Kay’s ifland, and the 
detached rock oft” its fouth extremity. At 26' 47 ' double alti- 
tudes made the latitude 59'’ 51' 22", when Kay’s ifland bore 
north-eaft, diftance about eight miles. At four we faw plainly 
Mount Saint Elias bearing north-eaft 49®. At five P. M., longi- 
tude, by time-keeper, 215° 42' 45", latitude 59° 44' 22", varia- 
tion of the compafs 26° eaft, Tlie weather foon after grew hazy, 
-and we faw no more of the land. The wind fliifting to the eaft 
and north-eaft, we kept all the ift of Auguft a fouthern courfe ; 
taking into confideratlon our fmall flock of provifions, which pre- 
cluded 
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eluded every thought of paffing the winter where we could not 
be furc of procuring a fupply ; together with the latenefs of the 
feafon, and the diftance that we had to run back to Kamtfhatka; 
bcfidcs, it was thought neceflary to have a fccond veflel, for fecu- 
rity’s fake, in fo uncertain a navigation, where none of the iflands, 
except Oonalalhka, were laid down with any fort of exa£tncfs even 
on the bell of charts. Our return, therefore, to Kaintflxatka was 
neceflary to forward the bufmefs of building the velTcl. It was 
alfo confidcrcd as a principal objeiS: of the expedition, to obtain 
I'ome more perfect information concerning Cook’s River, and 
other 1 ivers and parts of the continent fouth of it, as well as to 
furvey all the chain of iflands between America and Kanitfliatka, 
and afeertain by aftronomical obfervations their true fituation. 
To elTed which, the whole of the next fummer and winter might 
be employed, and the fummer following appropriated to explore 
the more northern parts to the utmoft extent of poflibility. 

This was agreed to, and our return determined upon immedi- 
ately ; intending, however, to flop at Oonalaflika for water, and to 
put on fliore the natives who had accompanied us. 

1 believe that I was the only perfon on board who felt any 
regret at the thoughts of returning to Kamtlhatka. I really ima- 
gined that w'e fliould never fee this coaft again ; and I had now 
acquired knowledge enough to furvey any place, from Mr. Saret- 
flieft’’8 intelligent manner of explaining whatever appeared to me 
difficult. This, added to a few Icflbns that 1 took from Mr. Ba- 
takoff, our maftcr, would have enabled me to be pretty exadl ; a 
confideration which made me offer to go on fhorc alone, and meet 
Captain Billings the enfuing fummer at any part of the coaft that 
he w’ould appoint. The attempt might have been ralh : 1 do nor, 

D d however, 
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however, think (as I before obferved) that one perfon runs any 
rifk either of flarving, or being murdered, but may depend upon 
fure conveyance from one tribe to another. I do not mean to 
infer that there was any impropriety in rejedling my offer, for it < 
was regarded as facrificing myfelf to no purpofe. 

Kay’s ifland, the laft that we faw to diftinguifh as fuch, (the 
fouthern point of which moft affuredly forms the Cape Saint Elias 
of Commodore Bering,) is very remarkable. It is of moderate 
height, except the fouth extremity, which is confiderably elevated 
above the reft, and terminates very abruptly a barren mountain 
of a faddle-form and white. A detached rock of the fame kind 
of ftone is fttuated a few fathoms off the point ; eaft of which, at 
the diftance of one mile and a half, are funken rocks. The other 
part of the ifland confifts of hills and vallies, apparently well 
wooded with fine pines. From the fouthern point, the ifland 
trends north 46° eaft, twelve miles in a ftrait line, and is two 
miles and a half acrofs in the wideft place. To the weft of the 
northern extremity is another ifland, with feveral finallcr ifles 
nearer the continent ; forming a well fheltered bay over a bar of 
about feven feet at low water, with a rivulet at its head. The 
diredlion of Mount Saint Elias from Kay’s ifland is eaft north- 
eaft. It towers to an immenfe height, and is covered with fnow. 
Its diftance I compute at about 30 leagues. 

If I may be allowed to hazard a conjedture of my own con- 
cerning the land that we faw, it is, that I do not think any one 
place, except Mount Saint Elias, conftitutes any part of the conti- 
nent ; not even Cape Elizabeth ; and I have my doubts of Alakfa 
itfelf. I think that the whole is formed of a clofe conneded 
chain of iflands, feparated by ftraits from the main land. I ob- 

t ferved 
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ferved no change in the colour of the water, however clofe in 
with fliore ; which muft have been the cafe had any confiderable 
rivers fallen into it ; but we faw none, and our enquiries do 
not juftify the fuppofition that rivers exift, except beyond the 
ftraits ; for the rivers were fpoken of by the natives as lying be- 
hind the iflands. I could not perceive any alteration in the tafte 
of the water, not. even where we were at anchor, and it was ex- 
ceedingly pellucid. 

However, I fliall take leave of this coaft, and proceed to give 
an account of our return. No fooner was this refolved upon, 
than the wind fliifted from north-eaft to weft and fouth-weft. 
We kept a courfe as much to the weft of the fouth as poflible ; 
and on the 4th, at eight P. M. our time-keeper gave the longi- 
tude 215®, latitude 56° 53', variation 27° 50'. On the 6th, we 
faw fcveral land birds and floating wood, our latitude 55° 15', 
longitude 214° 15', variation 26® 10' eaft. We had abrilk gale 
at fouth-w'eft, fteering fouth fouth-weft, one half weft, the fea 
running very high, fucceeded by calms and variable light airs : all 
the 9th we had a favourable breeze from the fouth fouth-eaft, 
with rainy and mifty weather. We made a good run weft fouth- 
weft. On the loth, calms and baffling winds. At 4® to' 25" 
P. M. apparent time, our longitude by time-keeper was 210° 9' 
15", latitude 54° 29' 17". The (hip’s reckoning made us one 
degree more weft j but the latitude was within two miles. The 
difference of longitude increafing every obfervation induced Cap- 
tain Billings to doubt the rate of going of the time-piece. On 
our palfage out, the (hip’s reckoning and our obfervations agreed 
fo well, that he could not by any other means account for the 
difference. On the 14th, the amplitude of the fetting fun gave 
the varbtion 23° 12' eaft. The 15th, at nine A. M. longitude 

D d 2 by 
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by time-keeper 201® 49' 30", latitude 54° 15' 6", by fhip’s 
reckoning longitude 47', latitude 54'’ ii'. Mifty weather 
prevented our obferving again till the 26th Auguft, at g° 10' 45" 
A. M. when the time-keeper gave the longitude 194° 21' 15", 
fliip’s reckoning 190° 20' eaft. At noon, our obferved latitude 
was 52° 22' 16'', by fhip’s reckoning 52® 14'. In the evening 
of the 26th, we encountered a hard gale of wind from weft fouth- 
weft, and laid-to under fore, main, and mizen fails. The gale 
continued till the 28th, at five P. M. when, it abating a little, we 
fet our clofe-rcefed top-fails. At noon we got an imperfed view 
of the fun, which gave the latitude 52“ 13' 2 ', variable light airs, 
cloudy; at times rain. Suppofmg ourfclves about the meridian 
of Oonalaflika, having but a fcanty fupply of water on board, and 
the natives wifliing to be at home, we ftood to the north for this 
ifland, with rainy and foggy weather, which grew fo thick that 
we could not fee half a mile a-head ; and reaching the latitude of 
52® 59' by account, without feeing land, at the fame time a brifk 
gale fpringing up from the fouth by eaft, it was refolved upon to- 
profecute our voyage to Kamtfhatka, and keep the natives till the 
next fpring. The ufe of frefh water was now prohibited, except 
where abfolutely neceflary : foggy, mifty, and rainy weather con- 
tinued. The 30th, at fix P. M. we thought we faw land weft 
north-weft, but the fog hid it before we could poflibly afeertain 
whether it was fo or not ; however, we ftood away to fouth all 
night. Our latitude was by account 53°, longitude 191° 25'. 

On Sunday, the ift of September, we had a brifk gale from the 
weft north-weft, fleering fouth-weft. During the night, and par- 
ticularly this morning at eight o’clock, the fea running very high, 
and the fhip in great motion, we experienced a violent fhak- 
ing and trembling of the veflel, as if her keel were rubbing 

againft 
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againft an uneven bottom ; it laftetl fcvcral feconcls, and we fup- 
pol'ed it to have been caufed by an earthquake. At noon the 
altitude 41'’ 2' 30", proved our latitude 52^ 59' 46", which, by 
our fhip’s reckoning, was only 52® 23'. The 3d, at 8® 35' 25" 
A. M. our time-keeper gave tlie longitude 195"’ 10', latitude 51° 
10' 33'' ; our reckoning, longitude 189® 50', latitude 51° 29'. At 
noon, our obferved latitude was 51*9' 33". 

Notwithftanding Captain Billings doubted very much the regu- 
larity of his time-keeper, he never miffed an opportunity of 
afeertaining the longitude with it j yet he placed the greater 
confidence in the ffiip’s reckoning. I was quite of a contrary 
opinion, confirmed by the difference exifting in the reckoning of 
Commodore Bering in 1741, which was near 12 degrees ahead of 
Bering’s ifland at the time when the ihip was wrecked upon it. 
The 4th September, at noon, a hidden fquall carried away our 
fore-maft a little below the cap; the top-maft, in falling, alfo 
broke. The wind was fo heavy, as to bring our Ihip’s lee-gun- 
wale under water ; but on the mail’s breaking fhe righted ; a 
hard gale from the weft immediately followed, and we brought-to 
under mizen and main-fail till feven o’clock the next morning. 
At 8° 44' is" 9 our longitude by time-keeper was 192° 44', lati- 
tude 50° 36' 7", variation 17^ 35' eaft, making a difference of the 
Ihip’s reckoned longitude of five degrees. She being fo much 
a-head, which, of courfe, induced us to keep a fliarp look-out, and 
ufe the greateft caution, contrary winds continuing, we could 
make but little way by plying to windward. The loth Septem- 
ber, in latitude 49° 9', and longitude by time-keeper 186° 40', 
we faw great flocks of birds flying to the fouth. 


The 
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The I4tli and 15th we had hard gales of wind weft and weft 
north-weft, and rainy weather ; the i6th in the morning we got 
a fight of the fun ; our time-keeper gave the longitude 181° 24 .' 
30", latitude 49'’ i' 48", making a difference in our fhip’s reckon- 
ing of feven degrees in longitude, and ten miles in latitude. Dur- 
ing the 24 hours we faw feveral indications of land being near ; 
as weeds, birds, &c. The 17th, calms and baffling winds, with 
mifty weather : a frefli eafterly breeze fucceeded for about 20 
hours ; our longitude in the morning of the 18th was, by time- 
keeper, 179° 22', latitude 48'’ 30' ; the Bay of Avatftra bearing 
■north 65° 35' weft, diftancc 655 miles. We were now without 
bread, and had but very little water ; fo that we fliortened the 
ration of the latter, and gave a fuftlcient allowance of peafe 
and butter, all hands voluntarily rejeding fait meat. A hard gale 
from the weft brought us to under mizen and main-fail for 24 
hours. 

The 2ift September, at nine A. M , we obtained fome diftances 
of the fun and moon, which gave the longitude 178® 46' 45". At 
noon our latitude obferved was 49° 12' 35", which differed nearly 
eight degrees from our ftiip’s reckoning : however, both were kept 
in the Captain’s journal, and our fituation was very uncertain. 
The 23d, one of the Aleutes taken on board at Oonalaflika cut his 
throat ; but not fo effcdually as to caufe his immediate death ; his 
companions faid, it was owing to his extreme grief on hearing that 
he muft go to Kamtfhatka. Hard gales of wind continued from the 
weft, with hazy and mifty weather, till the 24th in the morning, 
when we had calms and variable light airs. At fix this morning we 
faw land bearing north and weft, and a conical mountain to the north- 
weft, diftant about 15 leagues, which I fuppofed to be the eaftern 
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point of Amtfliitka. At eight A. M. our longitude was, by time- 
keeper, 180° 44' 45, latitude 50° 50' 10". The 25th we faw an 
illand, and the lame illand the 26th ; for fcant winds prevented 
our making much head- way. The land that we faw on the 24th 
May, on our outward paflage, was fo ftrongly irnprefled on my 
mind, that I had no doubt of its being the very fame that we 
now faw ; namely, the illand of Amtlhitka above mentioned. At 
that time our longitude, by dead reckoning, was 179“ 00', and 
our latitude 51° 18'. Our obferved longitude, by time-keeper, 
was, the 25th September, 179'’ 1 1' 45", latitude 50° 49' ; but the 
haze made the land appear much nearer than it was ; and the fog, 
hiding it, prevented our afcertaining its diftance by correfpondent 
bearings. 

The Ihip’s reckoning Hill differing fo materially from that of 
the time-keeper, induced Captain Billings to reject this method of 
afcertaining the longitude ; but he continued occafionally to take 
the fun’s altitude, without making any minutes in the journal ; 
doubting every obfervation, except the meridian altitude for the 
latitude. His uncertainty naturally increafed that of others. To 
elucidate this obfervation, I lliall take the liberty of tranllat- 
ing, from the journal of one of our officers, his remark on- 
the land feen the 25th. “ Saw land, which fuppofe cither 

Copper or Bering’s illand.” I lliall leave my readers to form their 
own conjedures. We were now at very Ihort allowance of water; 
and the opinion of all hands on board was taken, whether we 
Ihould feek anchorage, and take in a frelh fupply. The misfor- 
tunes of Captain Bering in 1741 were fo llrong in the minds of all 
the failors, that they declared they would rather rilk llarving on- 
board than attempt to land on this illand. 



2o8 account of an EXPEDITION 

Wc contimiecl a north-weft courfe till the 3d Oflober at noon, 
when onr obferved latitude was 52° 16' 14". By our reckoning, 
we had pafled Shccponflcoi Nofs 50 miles, and were only 40 miles 
from the Bay of Avatflia from our bearings by Captain Cook’s 
chart. The 5th Otftober we got an obfervation of the fun and 
moon’s diftaiice, at 3° 32' 21" apparent time ; which made the 
longitude 167’ 12' 22", latitude 52'^ 57' ; by our reckoning, we 
were in longitude 157°, nearly acrofs the land of Kamtfhatka. 

Odlober the lotli, at noon, the haze clearing a little, difeovered 
over our ftarboard-quarter Shepojilkf)! Nofs, north-caft 2 2‘^, dil- 
tance 20 miles; latitude obferved, 52’ 52' 34^^; and fliortly af- 
ter we faw the mouth of the Bay of AvatOia ; but contrary winds 
and calms prevented our getting into the harbour of St. Peter and 
St. Paul till the morning of the 14th, at which time numbers of 
our crew were infeifted with the Icurvy ; but all pericitly re- 
covered after they liad been a few days on (bore. Our Doctor’s 
journal contained the following remarks : “ It was only towards 
the end of the voyage, when our bread wuis out, and w^c were 
reduced to a fliort allowance of water, that the feurvy made its 
appearance. At this time peafe and grits boiled to a thick con- 
“ fiftency in a fmall quantity of water, and buttered, were fub- 
“ ftituted for faltcd provifions. I’lie fynrptoms were, coftive- 
“ nefs, a breaking out, with itching, bleeding of the gums 
“ and nofe, pains in the legs, and foinc were fvvollen. Upon 
“ our arrival, numbers had pains in their joints, with extreme 
“ laftitude, fluftiing heat, dry cough, and an opprdfion of the 
“ breaft : bleeding Ipariiif^ly, thin drink, and frcfli lilh, reftored 
“ all hands in a very Ihort time. 
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“ The men employed in filling the water calks at Oonalaflika 
“ got cramps in their feet and legs, fluflilng heat and violent 
“ head-ache, which was cured by adminiftcring fudorifics.” 

I think this arofe folely from the carelelTnefs of the men, in going 
with wet feet. The water was a collection of melted fnow, very 
cold. The weather hazy and damp. At nights, 2, 3, and 4* 
above the freezing point, and at noon only 6, 7, and 8^. 

We joined here the reft of our company, who arrived during 
the fummer from Ochotlk all in good health. 

I fear that my account of our return from the coaft of America 
will have feemed tirefome to fome of my readers ; although I have 
been as concife as poflible. One remark, at Icaft, I think it ne- 
ceflary to make; namely, that I am neither failor nor aftronomer; 
nor knew aught of either of the fciences until I embarked on the 
expedition. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Mr. Pribuloff appointed to the Sturrnans place ^ vacant by the Death 
of Mr. Bronntkojf; he goes in fearch of an Jfand. — Difcovers 
one which he names St. George's Ifland^ and another^ to which he 
gives the name of St. Paul's. — Arrival and generous Behaviour 
of an Enemy's Ship., the Mercury, Captain Coxe ; and the Afon- 
i/hment of the RtiJJian Settlers. — The RuJJlan Secretary put in 
Irons and fent to Jrkutjk, on fufpicion of improper Correfpondence . — 
Leave St. Peter and Si. Paul. — Reach Bering's If and, and nar~ 
rowly efcape a Rocky Point. — Copper If and. — The Ifands of 
Attoo and Agatto. — Semitfi. — Buldyr. — Ky/ka. — A Clufer of 
Ifands. — Drefs and Amufements of the Inhabitants. — Two Na- 
tives of thefe Ifands, who had been Attendants on Captain Bil- 
lings, put on fjore. — Leave Tanaga, and after pafing fevcral 
Cltfers of Mountainous Ifands, arrive at Oonalafoka. 

Our firft bufinefs was, to unload and lay up our fliip for the 
winter ; then to difpatch our Ihip-builder with neceflary hands to 
Neizflini, Kamtfhatka, to build a confort for the Slava Ruflle, to 
accompany our next year’s adventures. 

The materials for this purpofe arrived with the tranfport veflel 
from Ochotik. The vacant fturman’s place, occafioned by the 
death of Mr. BronnikofF at Ochotfk, was fupplied by Mr. Pribu- 
lofF, who accompanied a trader’s veflel three years back on the 
part of Government to colled tribute. At the fame time he took 
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charge of the veflel as commander, on tl#' part of the trading 
company ; for which he received a fhare in the profits of the 
voyage. He made Oonalaflika, and from his former obfervations 
that numbers of fea animals, particularly young kotic, came from 
the north in the autumn, at the commencement of fevere weather, 
he had formed a conjedure, that fome unknown ifland lay at no 
great diftance in that direction ; and therefore refolved, without 
lofing time, to take on board as many iflanders as he could obtain, 
with their fmall canoes and arms, and be convinced of the cer- 
tainty or uncertainty of his fuppofition. 

Twenty-four hours after his departure from the ifland of Oona- 
lafhka, he difeovered land. The fouthern and weftern parts are 
furrounded by rocks ; but the north is eafy of approach, and af- 
fords good anchorage in a commodious bay for iVuall veflels, not 
drawing above eight or nine feet water. The whole ifland is 
volcanic, deflitute of inhabitants, and only produces the bulbs, 
plants, and berries, which arc to be met with on all the Alcutan 
iflands. They found the low lands and the furrounding rocks 
covered with fea animals, particularly the urfine fea! (kotic), and 
fca-lion (fivutfha) ; and with the fkins of thefe animals they 
nearly loaded their vefl'el. Pribuloff called this St. George’s 
Ifland ; and obferving another ifland to the north, at the diftance 
of 44 miles, he went thither in a large baidar, accompanied by a 
number of Aleutes. This ifland is much fmallcr than that of Sr. 
George, and he named it St. Paul’s: this, as well as the former, 
was the retreat of immenfe herds of fcals. On the ifland of St. 
George they paflfed the winter, and found the inland parts over- 
run with foxes, which afforded them a profitable chafe. It alfo 
abounded with the tufks of the vvalrofs, which they picked up 
on the fhores. 
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Laft autumn he rl^rned to Oonalaflika, where he pafled the 
winter. A European vcflel put into the bay of Udagha, which 
Mr. FribnloiF vifited : it was the Mercury, Captain Cokc, copper- 
bottomed, and mounting fixteen guns. From this veflel, which 
he faid had only two mails, he received intelligence of the war 
between Riillia and Sweden. The Captain was inquifuive about 
the Ruffian eftabliffiments, their force, and fliipping : to explain 
which, Pribuloff took the Captain and his officers to their habita- 
tions, but could not treat them wnth any thing except faranna, 
berries, the dried meat of the fea-Hon, and filh, without bread. 
They expreffed aflonifhment at every thing they faw, but moll; 
at their manner of living, &c. On their return to their own 
ffiip, they fent Pribuloff a fupply of bread, brandy, and other nc- 
ccffiiries, forne articles of drefs, and a quadrant, as preleiits ; and 
a few days after left the ifland. 

Nothing in the world can aftoniflr a Ruffian more'tlian dilin- 
terelled liberality, or any kindnefs without fomc profpeCt of fu- 
ture benefit, Greatnefs of foul is applied to every man who is 
juft, and grants his fervants fome few indulgences ; every thing 
beyond this is called folly, and is fure to be impofed upon : nor 
have they any fentiment of feeling, except it be excited by blows. 
Taking this for the ruling charadber of the Ruffian hunters, it will 
be eafy to conceive the aftonilhment of Pribuio.T and his com- 
panions at the liberality of Mr. Coxc : but iiow much was their 
amazement increafed, when, on llieir returning to Ochotlk, they 
were informed, that this very Captain commanded an enemy’s 
flip, and actually had a Swedilh lonmiffion to deftroy the Ruf- 
fian eftabliffiments ! They could not imagine what inducement 
he could have to fficw'lhem any mercy, much lefs to heap kind- 

neffes 
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nefles upon them. PribuloQT himfelf faid, % They had every thing, 
“ and faw that we had nothing worili'^thcir taking ; therefore 

they made us prefents ; for they were athamed to be enemies 
“ to fuch poor wretches 

lam inclined to think tliat Ifs conjoilures were jun:; and I 
feel myfelf intci'efted in relating this anecdote, which, in my 
opinion, does fo much credit to an European failor, of whatever 
nation he may be. 

Nothing material happened this winter, the greateft part of 
which we pafled at Bohlir iretfk, receiving frequent intelligence 
of the progrefs at Ncizfimi under the dircdlon of Captain Hall, 
who acquainted us that his vefiol would l)e ready to put to fea as 
foon as the river Karntth;.u!:a flioiiki be free of ice. One circum-. 
fiance, however, I think it necefl'ary to mention. The Ruffian 
fccretary, Valftcy DiakonOiT, having given dilfatisfadion to Cap- 
tain Billings, and being thought to have entered into a private cor- 
rcfpondence wdth Pvlr. Shelikoff, and difclofed fome fecrets of the 
expedition, was put in irons and font to Irkuifk, to anfvver for 
his condud on trie return of the expedition, 

I forbear making any comment upon this bufmefs, or giving 
any particular account of Kamtihatka, until I take my final de- 
parture from it. 

* The liberality with whieli the Expedition under Captain C^'ok treated the natives of 
cverv plaee they touched at, iiifufed into their mhids an ailtjuilliinjj iJe; of the wealth and 
]!voliilion of the nation from wltencc tltey came: this, therefore, was a very natural conclu- 
lion of PribiilofT. 

Curtiliii \v:!s t!it* comiTiander of the Imnling parties on fliorc j and he alfo received fcvcral 
prcfciils iVjni ilic IlcNC..ry. 

Wc 
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Wc paflecl the winter in cxcurfions of pleafure, and in dancing 
and card parties, chiefly at Bolfhoiretfk, where the luxuries of 
life are more plentiful than in the harbour of St. Peter and St. 
Paul. The froft was fometimes very fevere, and wc had for 
a few hours 21'’ below the freezing point of Reaumur, Two 
or three earthquakes happened about the neighbourhood of 
Neizfhni ; but, except a flight ftiock on the 21ft November at 
noon, none of them reached the harbour of St. Peter and St. 
Paul. 

In the beginning of the month of April 1791, all hands repaired 
to the harbour. InftruiElions were fent to Captain Hall (to 
whom the command of the fecond vcflel was allotted as fenior 
officer), to be at Bering’s ifland by the 25th May ; and if he did 
not find us, to wait till the 30th : we alfo were to wait till the 
30th for his vcflTel, if we arrived earlier. In cafe we ffiould not 
meet there at all, the fecond place of rendezvous l^as appointed 
at Oonalalhka. 

We took in a good fupply of water, rolling the cafles over 
the ice of the harbour to the fhip. We alfo took a greater 
quantity of provifions than in the preceding voyage ; though the 
faked meat was lefs nourithing, having lain fo much longer in 
the cafks. The different meffes took a good flock of dried and 
pickled falmon, berries, wild onions, &c. 

By the ift of May the bay of Avatfka was clear of ice, and not 
before, owing to the feverily of the winter: but the inner har- 
bour of St. Peter and St. Paul rem.uned frozen up. 
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On the 8th, we broke the ice of the harbour to make a paflage 
for the (hip, and hauled her into the bay. The thermometer 
ftood at 2° to 4° of heat, the wind blowing right againd us till 
the 13th, when it fell calm. We now took the fmithy and all 
hands on board, and hauled off the battery point. BaiBing light 
airs detained us till Friday the i6th, at four o’clock in the morn- 
ing, when we weighed anchor with a gentle breeze from the 
north, and laluted the battery with feven guns, which was re- 
turned with an equal number. The wind falling fcant, and (hift- 
ing to fouth-weft, with a contrary current, we made but little 
headway, and caft anchor at four P. M. in the mouth of the bay, 
the lighthoufe bearing north-eaft 86°, didant about one mile. 
The next morning a moderate breeze fprung up from the ead, 
which brought with it a very thick fog. The tide fetting againd 
us to the wed, at three knots and a half, our (hip drove unob- 
ferved, and we difeovered that we had a flat done bottom at 
twelve fathom. We drove very near the fouth-wed rocky (hore, 
fent a kedge to the north-ead into good anchorage, weighed an- 
chor, and hauled a-head. At ten A. M. a gentle breeze fpringing 
up from fouth, we took in our kedge, and flood about two knots 
north north-wed, when, coming to a good bottom, we brought 
up with our bed bower. At noon we obferved the latitude C2° 

ss' 32 "- 

All the 1 8th we had variable light airs, with cloudy and hazy 
weather. The Kamtlhadals that were out among the rocky 
iflands, feeking eggs, brought us a very confiderable fupply, as 
alfo of fea-fowl. 

Monday, the 19th May, we weighed anchor at four A. M. 
with a gentle wed fouth-wed breeze, flood out of the bay of 
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Avatflia, and hoifted our boats o'a boa,id, going eafl: by north at 
three knots. At noon, our bearings were Povorotnoi Muis (Cook’s 
Cape Gaveria), fouth-weft 23*' Villuitlliefkoi Peak (Para- 
tounka Sopka) fouth-weft 72"^ ; iighthoufe, by true compafs, 
nortli-weft 58'^ 23', diftant feven miles and a half; latituJe of 
fliip’s place obferved 52® 49', longitude 158^ 56', variation one 
half point eaft, from whence wre took our departure, and con- 
tinued our courfe all day. 

On the 20th .w'e faw immenfe numbers *of grampufles, por- 
poifes, and many whales. We had a frefh gale from the north, 
hauled the w'ind, and kept a courfc eaft north-cafl', under clole- 
reefed top-fails. In the afternoon, moderate wind. .The 21ft, 
at noon, latitude S 3 ° O'i longitude 161°. 39'. Sheponfkoi Cape 
bore due weft, diftant about fifteen leagues. I make this cape in 
latitude 53^* 9', longitude 160° 3', variation three-fourths of a 
point eaft. Variable light winds, and calms, prevented our making 
much head-way till Saturday the 24th ; when, early in the morn- 
ing, a breeze fprung up from the fouth-weft, and we failed north 
at the rate of fix knots. At noon our obferved latitude was 54® 
14', corredted longitude 162® 30'. The eaftern extremity of 
Kronotfkoi Cape bore north 2° 30' weft. In the evening the 
breeze died aw'ay, and calms and light airs followed till the morn- 
ing of the 27th, when we had a gentle breeze from the weft 
fouth-weft. At noon our latitude obferved was 54'’ 45' 22' , lon- 
gitude 165° 36'. ' At three P. M. faw Bering’s ifland, the fouth- 
weft point of which bore north-eaft, the fouth-caft extremity 
north-eaft 73®. At eight P. M. the wdnd frefhened, with hazy 
W’eather, and fqually ; the land was about four miles to leeward, 
and a detached rock ofi^ the north-weft extremity a-head of us. 
Mr. Bakoff, who had the watch, firft difeovered the dangerous 
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fituation ; and it was owing to hii prefence of mind, in immedU 
ately crouding all the fail the fiiip could carry, that we weathered 
this rock, at not the (hip’s lei^th from it, carrying her gunwale 
nearly under water. Having ‘cleared this point at eleven P. M. 
we flood away more large, with very hazy weather. 

This ifland’s fouth extremity bears by true compafs from the 
harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul north-eaft 67°, its diftance 192 
miles, trending north-wefl 35®, forty miles. The weft fide of the 
iflahd is mountainous, and covered with fnqw ; the fummits were 
hid in the haze and fog. The north point is low land, free of 
fnovv. Here are two bays where merchants’ galliots winter ; but 
they are Ihoal, dangerous of approach, and expofed to the north 
winds. A fmall rivulet runs into each of them, in which tran- 
fparent white pebbles are found; and fometimes, after a hard 
gale of wind from the north, fmall pieces of native copper arc 
call on the Ihores. The north point is in latitude 55’ 2j', longU 
tude i66" 15'. 

t 

The 28th, at noon, our latitude was 35* 14' 23", correded 
longitude 166® 50'. At two P. M. the fun and moon’s diftance 
gave the longitude 166“ 52' 45", which perfe£tly agreed with our 
Ihip’s reckoning : variation one point eaft. The wind blowing 
frelh from the fouth-weft, we could not attempt to enter the bay 
to feek for the fecond veflel ; and it was refolved to profecute our * 
voyage to Oonalalhka. 

The 29th, at three o’clock in the morning, being very foggy, 
we faw Copper ifland aftem of us ; fo that we mull have pafled 
it very clofe indeed. Our courfe was eaft fouth-eaft, the wind 

F f blowing 
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blowing frefli from the fpntb-ilrfeft. Owing to thick weather, we 
could only obferve that. Copper iflaad is mountainous, bearing 
from Bering’s ifland’s fouth pbiatM»orth«ea(l 65“, diftant 27 miles, 
trending foUth-eaft 61% twentyi-five miles; rocks between the 
iflands, and off their northern extremities. At five P. M. the 
fiin and moon’s diftance proved our longitude 169" o' 1 5", lati« 
tude 54° 14'. In the evening the wind died away. 

The 30th, ourTatitude at noon was 53“ 43', longitude 170* 
12'. At feven P. M. we faw land, a lofty mountain covered with 
fnow, fouth-eaft 30", which was foon hid by the haze and dark- 
nefs of the night. Light airs all night and the next day, with a 
confiderable fwell from the fouth. Hazy weather prevented our 
feeing the land again \ill Wednefday the 4th June at three A. M, 
when the weft extremity of Attoo bore north, diftant 13 miles, 
and the eaftern point north-eaft 72*. Going eaft north-eaft at 
two knots, with little wind from the weft-north-weft, at noon 
latitude by account 52® 3a', longitude 172* 15', variation one and 
one-fourth point eaft. At four P. M. the weft of Attoo bore 
north-weft 31* 30', Agattoo’s north-weft point, north-eaft 60", 
We threw the fhip in the wind, and got foundings with 75 
fathoms, ftony bottom. 

The ifland of Attoo is mountainous and covered with fnow. 
its weftern end bears by true compafs from the fouth of Bering’s 
ifland fouth 61” eaft, 215 miles diftant: its diredion eaft and 
weft about 60 miles. Detached rocks are off the weft point ; 
and its fouth fide has feveral openings appearing like coves, but 
expofed to the fouth. From the eaft of Attoo to the weft of 
Agattoo the diftance is 20 miles fouth-eaft one-fourth eaft, trend- 
ing 
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ing eaft about 16 miles. Here iMb appear feme openings, but 
the entrances are barred b}^ iail#feef of rocks. The well extremity 
is low land gradually afeendingt : Eight miles from the point is 
a very lofty mountain, the top of which was hid in the clouds, 
as was alfo the higher land towards the eall. Ten miles north is 
the little iHand of Semitfli, and off the eallern point is a Hill 
fmaller iiland. 

We kept an eafterly courfe ; and at noon of the 5th our ob- 
ferved latitude was 52® 10' 25", correded longitude 174° 17', 
with a very hazy horizon. At two P. M. we faw Buldyr, north- 
eaft by north one-half call : Ihortly after we had rainy and thick 
weather. Buldyr bears by true compafs from the iiland of Agat- 
too north-eall 88 °, dillant 70 milea. This is an oval rock, very 
lofty, fix miles from north to fouth, and four miles acrofs. Off 
the call and well points are detached rocks, to the well they 
extend to a confiderable diftance. 

The 6th, at three o’clock in the morning, we faw the iiland of 
Kylka to the fouth-eaft, a detached rock fouth-eall 64*^, and 
lhaped our courfe through the ftraits, to get to the north of the 
illands. 

Thefe ftraits are 64 miles wide. Tlie north point of Kylka 
bears call from the fouth point of Buldyr j its diredlion fouth by 
call, and extent 26 miles, terminating in a point of moderate 
height, and 20 miles acrofs in the widell part : there is fome low 
land about the call extremity, and it contains many rocks. At 
noon our latitude by account was 52° 23' 20", longitude 177% 
when we rofc a duller of illands j the moll wellern of which 
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is called Sigoola, 14 miles, fidt of Kyika. This is nearly 
round, and nine miles in circufi|£grence. KrilTey ifland is 
about an equal diilance from ICy%a to the fouth-eaft, fmall and 
rocky. I'he ifland of Amtfhitkajies about eight miles eafl: norths 
♦eaft of KrifTey, and trends eaft nearly 60 miles in extent. It has 
an expofed bay to the fouth ; the north fide is acceffible for boats ; 
but the clufter of iflands on this fide render its approach by veflels 
impolTible. Off its eaftern extremity, due north, at the didancc 
of 28 miles, is the ifland Semi Sopeflinoi, or Seven Peaks, trend- 
ing eafl; and weft 22 miles. The fog, however, foon hid thefe 
iflands from our fight. 


Thick weather prevented our feeing land till the 9th, when, 
at noon, the fun broke through the haze, and we fuddenly faw 
the land over the ftarboard fore-yard arm, appearing clofe to the 
(hip : a tremendous barren mountain ftreaked with fnow imme- 
diately difcovered its bafe, bearing from north-eaft 62° to fouth- 
eaft 46'^, diftant in the neareft place about half a mile (but no 
foundings with 100 fathom line) j a perpendicular rock. Tlie 
fun’s altitude in the haze was 61® 10', which gave the latitude 52® 
5' 21" j by fhip’s reckoning 52° 6' ; longitude 180® 22'; varia- 
tion one point and a half eaft. The wind blew pretty frefh from 
the north j and, as it was impoflible to weather its point, we 
fliaped our courfe fouth-eaft by fouth. At firft we took the rock 
for the Volcano Gorelloij but foon difcovered it to be the north- 
weft extremity of Tanaga, which is formed by an uneven-topped 
volcano, appearing like a clufter of mountains. One terminates 
in a conical point, of extreme height, emitting fometimcs a co- 
lumn of fmoke. They are all covered with fnow, which def- 
cends in ridges to below the middle of the mountain, but much 

darkened 
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darkened by the quantity of a^es upon k. This mountain oc- 
cupies a fpace of eight ttiftfeWoirth, and fix milfes eaft by north. 
South fouth-weft eightmiles from the north* weft extremity of the 
rfiandy the high iand terminates by a projefting rocky cape, fliar- 
pened by feveral detached needle rocks^ behind which we thought 
there might be good anchorage; Captain Saretfheff volunteered 
to explore, and went in the- evening in the long-boat with this 
intent. We ftood off and^ on to wait his return ; a thick fog, 
however, fell upon us,, which continued till the next day at noon; 
During this time we very frequently experienced ftrong rippling 
tides in various diredions, but chiefly fouth and fouth-eaft. Our 
diftance was about one mile from fiiore^ and we faw the long- 
boat pulling on board, which foon arrived. Mr. Saretlheff found 
pretty good anchorage fix miles fouth fouth-weft behind the 
needle rocks ; our obferved latitude at noon was 51* 56' 3", one 
mile eaft of the neareft land. It falling calm, we towed Into the 
bay, and came to anchor at fix P. M. j Gorelloi Volcano bore 
weft north-weft, diftant-armiles. In the fog yefterday we muft 
have pafled' this mountain very clofe indeed. We did not fee the 
top of this volcano on account of the clouds refting upon it ; but 
the ftiores are very fteep, and there is no accefs, except in very 
calm weather, on the fouth-weft part for boats j its bearing from 
Kriffey illand’ fouth 81® eaft, diftant 107 miles, fix miles from 
north to fouth, and three miles from eaft to weft. I have deferibed 
the north-weft part of Tanaga to the fpiral rocks trending fouth 
fouth-weft eight miles j thefe rocks form the north bounds of a 
fmall bafin, in which we came to anchor in latitude 51® '52', and 
longitude 180® 25'. It is about tw6 miles and a half in dreumfe-- 
rence, with a fandy bottom feven fathom; and^ at the head of the 
inlet, is a very convenient watering-plaee j it is, ho wever, expofed 
to the north-weft winds.. 


From 
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From this place the land trends weft by fouth eight miles, low 
and very -verdant ; terminating in a fafidy cape, from whence the 
iiland ftretches away fouth by .weft IS 'miles; all, except the 
north, is low land, with frefli water lakes ; but interfperfed with 
forae riling grounds, near which are the defolated dwellings of 
the former inhabitants. We found the earthen habitations in 
one place contain about 20 women, and only a few men, either 
old or very infirm, which conftitutes the prefent population of 
the ifland, exclufive of a few children. The male inhabitants had 
been taken by Luchanin’s company of hunters to aflift them in 
the chafe ; and what induced the remainder to fuppofe that it 
was not the intentitm of Luchaniu that they fliould ever return, 
but form an eftablilhment perhaps on the coaft of America (which 
they call Kanaifki Land), was, that he had alfo taken as many 
women with him as he could pofTibly flow away in his galliot. 
We learnt, however, from thefe remaining inhabitants, that their 
companions did not go voluntarily. This ifland was formerly 
very well inhabited j but the Ruffians have almoft depopulated 
*it, which is conapletely the cafe with thofc to the weft. 

The inhabitants drefs exadly like thofc at Oonalaflika ; but the 
wUmen have not fo many ornaments. They fpeak different dia*? 
le£ts of the fame language as at the above-mentioned ifland. 
Their dances and diverfions, however, feem different. They are 
more graceful in their motion, extremely modeft in all their ac- 
tions ; and quite unlike all other favages that I have feen, by being 
free from lafeivioufnefs. Young men amufe themfelves with 
jumping on the fkin of a large fea-lion, held in the air by four or 
.fix men. They leap and lighten upon their feet, and by degrees 
are thrown up to an immenfe height : when they are tired Acy 
leap off upon the ground. I attempted to leap in this manner, 

but 
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but could not fucceed; for the fudden jerk cither caufed my knees 
to bend, or eli'c threw me out of the centre j and they explained 
the caufe by telling me, that I looked upon the iktifj whereas I 
ought to keep my body ereA,. and look upwards ; at the fame 
time I flxould not leap, but let the men throw me up. Their 
boats are larger and more heavy than thofe of Oonalafbka, though 
made upon the fame principle. 

We had on board three natives of this and the neighbouring 
ifland of Kanaga, taken from hence in the year 1785 by Gregory 
ShelikofF, of whofe behaviour upon thefe iflands we received very 
unfavourable accounts. Two of them had been the attendants of 
Captain Billings from the time of his firft arrival at Ochotfk in 
1786 ; and now embarked with a view of being left at their na- 
tive habitations ; to which, notwithftanding the defolation that 
they beheld, they flew with fatisfaSion ; (a ftrohg proof of the 
attachment of mankind to the country where they have pafled 
the years of innocence and happinefs !) content in the poflTef- 
fion of a piece of paper which exempted them from the flavifh 
demands of the RuflTians * (in cafe they choofe to pay any atten- 
tion to it). Thus rewarded, with the addition of a few articles 
of drefs, the free gift of different officers on. board, and with a 
■very fmall quantity of tobacco, they were put on Ihore. 

This was not quite the ftile in which Gmai was returned to 
his family and friends by Captain Cook ; for all the wealth that 
thefe pofleflTed between them could not create envy among their 
brethren i nor could all the accompUfhments which they had ac- 

• I hope that my wadcra will not confound the charafter of thefe defperatc eulea with 
the general character of the Rufliana, who arc kind and hofpitable to an excefs. 

quired. 
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quired, during a fix year’s fervice in confiant employment with 
the iitmofi diligence and fidelity prove any recommendation to 
their relatives, or qualify them to obtiun their living by the pro- 
dudions of the chafe j for only one of them was capable of row- 
ing in their fmall baidars, and I believe that only in finooth 
water. I cannot fee any other means of their fupporting them- 
fclves than by digging the edible roots, and obtaining the (hell-fifh 
with which the fandy ihores abound, particularly cockles of an 
extraordinary fizc. 

The rocks have alfo a variety of mufcles, and feveral fpecles 
of limpets that adhere to them juft at low watermark; a par- 
ticular fpecies in great abundance called by the Ruffian hunters 
baidars, from the great refemblance which they bear to their open 
boats, with a row of jointed fhells along the centre of the back ; 
thefe are devoured by the natives both raw and drefled, and I 
thought them ve^ good eating; the largeft were about three 
inches long, and one inch broad, very flefhy and firm. Whales 
arc frequently caft afhore upon the fandy point of this ifland, and 
afford food and light for a confiderable time. 

One ^ecies of whale is frequently caft on fhore both on thefe 
iflands and on the coaft of Kamtfhatka, which the natives never 
cat, but only ufe the fat to burn. They know no difierence in 
its appearance ; but obferve that neither gulls, nor any bird of 
prey, or fox, will eat of it. They fay, that the Ruffian hunters 


* One of thefe lads attended 'Mr. Main and me at the time we were at the Kovima* 
Main afkcd him, what the faviiges would do'fhould he (Main) Tall into their hands? The 
boy replied; Sir, you fliall never fall into their hands if 1 am with you ; for I do always 
carry a (harp knife about me ; and when I fee thj^t there is no poflibility of your cfcapingf 
1 will ftab you to the' heart, and then they will not meddle with you,** 


have 
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have ufed it for food ; that tt$, fat turns in the ftomach to an oil 
of fo fubtile a nature, as to pafs through all the pores of the body, 
while the flefliy parts are emitted in an undigefted ftate j and 
that if thofe who have eaten it have formerly had wounds or ni- 
ters, although thefe have been cured for years, they break out 
afrefli. Several of the hunters told me, that they had eaten of 
this whale, and that the account which the natives gave of the 
fubtilenefs of the fat, and the undigefted ftate in which the more 
fubftantial parts pafted through them, was true ; and that fome of 
their companions, who had been cured of the venereal diftemper, 
became again violently affeded with that difmal difeafe, merely 
from this food. The fame property, however, is attributed to the 
fleih of whales in general. 

This was the only ifland on which we obferved the eider-duck j 
and it was about the lakes here in great plenty. The drelTes 
made of their fkins are efteemed the beft of all the feathered tribe, 
being more foft, vrarm, and ftrong, than any others. 

We remained at anchor till Sunday the 15th, and the whole 
time experienced hazy and mifty weather, which prevented our 
feeing the finall rocky iflands to the weft, which were formerly 
the places of refort of the fea-otter and other marine animals, now 
nearly extirpated, or entirely driven from thefe parts. At three 
P. M. we got under weigh, with a gentle breeze from the fouth- 
eaft, and ftood away weft north-weft to double the north cape of 
the ifland j but, the wind being fcant and fliifting to the north- 
caft by eaft at fix P. M., we kept working to windward all 
the i6th. 


Gg 


The 



ac6 ACCOUKT GF AN EOTDlTION 

The i7tli, ftill plying, at noon our obferved latitude was 
7' 55", We made the ifland of Kanaga feven miles diftant from 
that of Tanaga, and faw the fmoke afcending from the hot 
,ipnng at the foot of an extinguiflied volcano on the ifland of 
Kanaga, off which at 12 miles we alfo obferved the fmall ifland 
called Bobrovoi, from the number of fea-otters that formerly held 
their refting-place upon it. 

The wind Hill continuing from the north-eaft: quarter, with 
very thick weather, which prevented our difcovering the leeward 
iflands, we refolved upon pafling the flraits weft of Tanaga, where 
W'c flood at anchor to get to the fouth of the iflands. At three 
A. M. of the 1 8th, we flood fouth-weft by fouth, with a gentle 
breeze from north-caft by north, which frefhened by noon to a 
brilk gale. The weather was hazy; our latitude by account 51® 
48' 5", the body of Gorelloi Peak bearing fouth-weft 72*, when 
we rofe the low ifland of Illuk fouth-weft 6“, diftant from the 
low fouth-weft extremity of Tanaga 12 miles. We Ihortly after 
faw the rocky iflands between Illuk and Gorelloi. The 19th, 
eafterly fqualls and thick weather, with flying clouds at noon, 
when we got a fight of the fun ; and the latitude obferved was 
51“ 27* 2 q \ correded longitude 181° 29^ variation of the com- 
pafs one point and a half eaft. Afternoon rainy with a hard gale. 
At five P. M. it brought us under our courfes clofe hauled on the 
ftarboard tack. 

The 20th, at noon, having moderate wind from the fouth, let 
clofe-reefed topfails, and flood away eaft by north, latitude by ac- 
count 51" 2', hazy weather, and no land feen. The 2 ill, at noon, 
obferved latitude 51“ 4' 57", corrected longitude 182® 22'. At 

five 
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five P. M. faw the ifland Adich ; its wcftern low extremity north- 
weft 15®. At feven, having made the laft two hours feven knots and 
a half north north-eaft, the low extremity of Adach bore north- 
weft 39*, diftant 17 miles, and we rofe anotlicr ifland north north- 
weft, when the haze hid all land until Sunday the 2 2d, at feven 
A. M. when we faw mountains, and at eight found ourfelves near 
a clufter of fifteen fmall iflands, mountainous and of various 
forms. At noon our latitude obferved was 51° 58' 38", correded 
longitude 184° 48'. We were now failing with a moderate 
breeze from the fouth to the north-eaft, at the rate of fix and 
feven knots through the flraits formed by the clufter of moun- 
tainous iflands before mentioned ; fome of them not half a mile 
off (foundings from 30 to 50 fathoms, fhells and coral) ; the 
largeft, Gorclloi ifland (not Peak), north-weft 57'’. My me- 
moranda, taken from the original log, not being here very dif- 
tindV, I am unable to give the exadl bearings and diftances of 
thefc iflands. We paffed the north point of Alcha, however, 
about four miles from the land, when we were furrounded by a 
thick fog. 

The 23d, at noon, our latitude by account 53° 4', longitude 
187° 48', we allowed variation one point and three quarters eartj 
very foggy all day. Continued our courfe north-eaft half eaft 24 
hours, until Tuefday the 24th at noon, w^hen our diftance run 
proved 128 miles north eaft 80'’ 24', making our latitude 53® 
27', longitude 191° 28', rainy, mifty, and foggy weather, which 
prevented our feeing land till half paft one, when we fuddenly 
faw land fouth-eaft, about two miles and a half diftant, which was 
known to be a promontory on Oomnak ; upon which we ftiaped 
our courfe north-eaft. At five P. M. we rofe the north-weft ex- 
tremity of Oonalaftika, fouth-eaft 85'’. At nine P. M. paffed the 

G g 2 remark- 
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remarkable rock, refemblmga (hip uhder fail, in the middle of the 
ftraits, between Oomnak and Oonalafhka, and opened Tlherneflki 
bay fouth>eafl i6°. Upon feeing land ahead, hauled the wind 
and flood away north. At ten P. M. being about three miles 
from the ftiore of Obnalaflika, we fent the baidar to examine the 
coaft, which was hid from our fight in the haze, and flood ofF- 
and-onall night. The next morning, Wednefday, the 25th June, 
at four A. M. with a gentle breeze from the weft, being well in 
with the land, feveral natives came on board, under whofe pilot- 
age we flood into the bay of Amoknak j and at three P. M. came 
to anchor in the bafin of Illuluk, about 20 fathom from the dwell- 
ings that bear this name, and Ihortly after fent the obfervatory on 
ihore. 

Captain Hall was not yet arrived : a circumftance rather unac- 
countable to us, except on the fuppofition that he could not get 
fo foon ready to leave Kamtlhatka as he expected. 


CHAE 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Captain Billings abandons all thought of re-vifiting the American 
Coa/l to the Jbuth of Cook's River^ and prepares to fail for the 
Bay of St. Laurence. — RefleBions of the Author. — Sail for the 
Bay of St. Laurence. — 'The Ifands of St. George and St. Paul.-~-> 
Gore's If and., Idc. — Captain Billings, lAc. land on the Continent 
of America ; of which vift fome Particulars are given from the 
Memoranda of a Gentleman in the Party. — Come to anchor in 
the Bay of St. Laurence, 

Captain Billings now declared, that he was refblved to 
abandon every idea of revifiting the American coaft to the fouth 
of Cook’s River j but determined to proceed (fo foon as he had 
taken in a frefli fupply of water, landed provifion for the reffel 
under the command of Captain Hall, and taken on board ballail: 
in its head) dired to the Bay of St. Laurence, in the land of the 
Tlhutlki, where two petty officers, Dauerkin and KobelefT, fent 
from Ochotlk in 178c, had orders to wait our arrival; and, in 
cafe Captain Hall fhould not arrive in the mean time, orders 
were to be left with Mr. Allegretti (his furgeon), Ivan AlexeeflF (an 
enfign), and one failor, who were to remain on fliore to guard the 
proviiion, that he (houid immediately follow us to the above- 
mentioned Bay of St. Laurence, where Captain Billings meant to 
land, without even attempting to fee how far he might be able to 
pafs through Bering’s Straits ; afferting, that the feafon was too 
far advanced, and that he ihould have an opportunity of afeer- 
taining every thing necelTary by land. 


Nothing 
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Nothing in the world could have afforded me lefs fatisfadlion 
than this refolution, which I regarded as the conclufion of an 
expedition that was fet on foot with unbounded liberality by the 
mod magnanimous fovereign in the world ; v/hich had raifed the 
expedtation of all nations to the highcft pitch, and induced man- 
kind to anticipate the fatisfadfion of obtaining the mod complete 
knowledge of the geography of this unknown part of the globe, 
together with a conviction of the exidencc or non-exidcnce of a 
north-wed paflage. But, alas ! after fo many years of danger 
and fatigue ; after putting the government to fuch an extraordi- 
nary expence ; after having advanced fo far in the attempt, even 
at the very time when we, were in hourly expectation of our 
confort,and, as appeared to me, being juft entering upon the grand 
part of the undertaking, thus to abandon it, was the mod unac- 
countable and unjuftifiable of aCtions. 

I defpaired of feeing Captain Hall again, at lead until our re- 
turn to Kamtfliatka, or perhaps St. Peterfburg, unlefs wc fhould 
be fo fortunate as to join company before leaving this ifland, 
which might, perhaps, alter the prefent plan, and lead us to pur- 
fue the real objedl of the expedition. 

The remonftrances of Captain Saretflteff at the Koviina, on the 
Icy Sea, &c. &c. and in fad the reprefentations of every officer who 
had hitherto prefumed to have an opinion, were always treated by 
the Commander with petulant and illiberal retorts. I have, indeed, 
had too frequent opportunities of obferving, that rank and power 
intoxicate the poffeflbr, unlefs they have been the reward of real 
merit, or the confequences of feniority in adlual fervice ; in which 
cafes, the value of authority is known, as wealth gained by labour, 

*0 an 
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and not ufed as the accidental and' uaex:pe£ted inheritance of a 
prodigal. 

Excepting Captain Billings, Mr. Saretflieff was the only naval 
officer on board ; and I can affirm, that the latter was the only 
fcicntific navigator in our Expedition : a gentleman, who poflefled 
that particular modefty which is always the companion of merit, 
with feelings the moft acufe, refined by true fentiments of honour; 
to which (at one time, at leaft) he had hopes of adding fome 
luftre in the prefent undertaking. His duty at length got the better 
of his feelings fo far, as to lead him to afk, whether no other 
perfon could be fent by land, while Captain Billings himfelf made 
a fecond attempt by fea ? And, whether it was abfolutely neceflary 
for him (Billings) to go ? Receiving only evafive anfwers, how- 
ever, he entertained hopes of better fuccefs if Captain Hall’s 
arrival fliould Ihenglhen his efforts *. 


* I would moft willingly liave drawn a veil over this part of my narrative ; but that my 
fo doing, I tliought, would have been more unjuft than the caufc that gave rife to it, and 
at the fame time would have cclipfcd the merit of other officers on board. The officers of 
the three watches were, Captain SaretHiefF; Mr. Bakoff, a gentleman whofe bulinefs it was 
to take care of the fhip’s materials, boats, See. but wdio knew nothing of navigation or 
numbers ; and Mr. Batakoft', a llurman, or malltr, whofe duty was to keep the log reckon* 
iiig, con to the helml'man, &c. but who had nothing to do with the working of the fliip ; 
liis learning extended to a common day’s work ; taking the fun’s altitude at noon, and its 
azimuth for the variation ; making furveys, &c. Thcfe gentlemen, from their experience, 
were well qualified to keep walcli ; and, although not the moft learned of men, poffeffcd 

“ Good fenfc, which only is the gift of Heav’n, , 

“ And, though no fcicnce, fairly worth the fev’n. 

They were aftive, zealous, and entcrprifing ; particularly Mr. Bakoff, who was alfo bleffed 
with aftonifliing prefence of mind in all cafes of neceffity or danger. The failors and petty 
officers were divided into two watches ; and it may be proper here to remark, that not one 
of the common failors had ever feen a ffiip before ; which, indeed, was the cafe with all the 
petty officers, except three* 


Having 
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Having landed the provilionS and (lores for the fecond veffel, 
taken in a fufficient quantity of ballaft, and a fupply of fre(h 
water, we were completely ready for fea on Monday the 7th July. 
In the evening Mr. Allegretti (Captain Hall’s furgeon), Ivan Alex- 
eeflf (an enlign of jagers), and a failor, were put on (liore, to guard 
the (lores, and with inftrudions for Captain Hall to follow us to 
the Bay of St. Laurence. At nine P. M. weighed anchor ; but, 
falling calm, we hauled about two knots out of the balin, and 
Again brought up. 

Thurfday July 8th, weighed at four A. M. with a gentle fouth- 
weft breeze ; but (hortly after a calm compelled us a fecond time 
to come to anchor in 1 8 fathoms in the Bay of Amoknak, over a 
fine fandy bottom. At two P. M. a gentle breeze fprang up from 
the fouth fouth-eaft j which frelhening, at three we got under 
weigh, and flood out of the Bay ot Amoknak, at the mouth of 
which the (hip’s latitude, by bearings from the obfervations on 
fhore, was 54° 8', longitude 193° 17' call from Greenwich ; va- 
riation of the compafs two points call ; the volcano on Acutan 
bearing north-eaft 62°, Oonalgi fouth-eaft 73°. Wc foon after 
faw Akoona to the north-eaft. One of the natives here overtook 
us, and, wifhing to accompany us, was taken on board with his 
fmall baidar. At eight P. M. flood away north-weft, with a frefli 
fouth-eaft breeze and foggy weather. At midnight the wind 
veered to north-weft, and foon after increafed to a gale, with fly- 
ing clouds. At noon, our obferved latitude was 54° 59' 38^^, 
corrected longitude 193° i'> In the afternoon the wind became 
more moderate. 

By noon of the loth we had run 29 miles only, north- weft 
26° 57'. In the fore-part of the day, I begged Mr. SaretlliefF to 
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heave the lead, upon a fuppo|iuonL that he would get foundings' 
which he did at 8o fathoms, mud and fand, and in the evening 
at 75 fathoms. It had been very hazy all day, and continued fo 
all the next day, with little wind at north north-weft, and weft 
by north. At noon of the i itli we faw fcveral herds of fea-Hons 
fportii)g,ica-birds, and weeds floating. Oar 24liours run was north- 
weft 49^^ 2 75 miles. Foggy and mifty weather continued all 

tlie afternoon. At night, having a freih breeze fouth by weft, we 
clofe-rccfcd our top-fails, and, in Jiopes of feeing in tlic morning 
the iflands difeovered by Prebuilofl', laid-to with the main-top- 
fail to the maft. Saturday the I2th, early in the morning, we 
righted fails, ftocxl to weft north-weft, and faw land in the fog, 
bearing north north-weft. At noon our latitude, by account, was 
56® 59', longitude 189^^45', when the I’outh extremity of St. 
George’s Ifland bore fouth-eaft 57"^, dillaiit iC miles; and foon 
after we faw the ifland of St. Paul. I'hcfc iflands appear hilly, 
though not mountainous ; many vallics arc difcernible, covered 
with green plants, fuch as are to be nret with on all the Alcutan 
iflands ; but there is not a tree or a fnrub ui)on the ifland, except 
fomc low berry-bearing bullies from 12 to 16 inches high. A 
reef of rocks oft’ the fouth and fouih-weft fides of the iflands ex- 
tends about three miles ; fome of them are difeovered by the 
breakers, while others arc confldcrably above water. They are 
not furniflied with any harbour ; but to the north-caft arc bays 
Ihallow and expofed, which, however, bad as they arc, afford a 
landing, place to the hunters, whofe firft bufinefsis, to fecurc their 
vcfiels by hauling them on fliore... The weft extremity of the 
ifland of St. George bears, by true comiiafs, from the north point 
of Oonaiaflika north 39 ' well, dillant 190 miles, trending eaft 
by north, one-half eaft 19 miles, and is about eight miles wide. 
Luchanin’s company arc now here ; but by the accounts of the 

H h native 



234 ACCOUNT Or 4 Jef JXPP)ITION 

native on board, and of others with whom we fpoke at Oona- 
lalhka, they get but few animals. Drift wood is alfo fcarce, 
which was plenty at the time when Pribuiloff firft difeovered 
thefe iflands. This company of hunters have alfo a few hands 
with them from Oonalafhka. 

,/ 

At eight P. M. the fog hid the land : we had a moderate breeze 
from the call fouth-eaft, and our courfe was north-weft one-half 
weft, allowing two points ; variation eaft. 

Sunday the 13th July, in the fore-part of the day, we had frelh 
wind eaft fouth-eaft, and were going under an eafy fail north- 
weft at fix knots. At noon very hazy ; latitude by account 58* 
38', longitude 188^ 28'. The afternoon was hazy and mifty ; 
and at four P. M. we had a moderate fouth wind, which veered 
at feven P.M. to fouth-weft. We were fteering north-weft and 
by north, but, on account of night approaching, flackened fail. 

On the 14th we had a moderate fouth fouth-weft breeze, with 
hazy and foggy weather, and kept our north-weft courfe. At 
feven A. M. we faw in the haze land to the north-eaft, which we 
foon after difeovered to be Cook’s Pinnacle Ifland, and ftood in 
for it north by eaft. At eight, the wind veering to fouth Ibuth- 
eaft, we faw a rock in the fog right a-head, fo wore (hip, and 
fteered two knots fouth-weft one-half weft, when we again rc- 
fumed our former courfe. At ten A. M. faw Gore’s ifland a- head, 
and foon after obferved that it extended confiderably weft of the 
north. At noon, the meridian altitude in the haze gave the lati- 
tude 60® 30' 50", longitude correfted 187° 15'. Our diftance 
was now about two miles from the fouth-eaft extremity of the 
land, trending north-weft 61®. We ranged along the whole of 
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the fouth-weft fide of the ifland at the diftance above mentioned ; 
and obfcrved, that the land was moderately high, and that fnow lay 
upon many of the higher mountains, the fummits of which Were 
hid in the fog. There were many bays, backed by low land, and 
fome of them may, probably, afford good anchorage. The capes 
confnled of proje£ting promontories, with detached rocks extend- 
ing out from 50 to 100 fathom. The vallics appeared very ver- 
dant ; but the high land was barren and rocky. The extent of 
the ifland is 26 miles. Pinnacle Ifland lies due fouth at the dif- 
tance of eight miles, and is a remarkably barren rock, replete with 
lofty pinnacles, like flacks of chimneys, with detached rocks off 
it in every dirciflion. 

At the diftance of four miles from the foutli-wcft extremity of 
Gore’s ifland, in a diredlon weft by north, is another rocky 
ifland trending fix miles north north-weft. At four P. M. we 
entered thefe ftraits, with foundings at 1 2 fathom, over a fine 
fandy bottom. With a view of feeing whether the iflands were 
inhabited or not, we came to anchor in the mid-channel, lowered our 
jolly-boat and baidar, and went afliore on the weftern ifland. We 
Ibund a good landing-place in a fmall bight behind a detached 
rock, which bore due weft from the veflel j the beach extending 
about 10 fathom from the perpendicular rocky fhore, covered 
with drift-wood, the bones and tufks of the walrofs or morzfh, 
the bones of whales, the back-bonc, wdth ribs adhering to it, of 
fome large animal (I fuppofe the white bear), and fragments of 
rocks ; agates, and other pebbles, &c. The compofition of the 
ifland feemed to be mountains of jafper, fome green and red, but 
in general yellow, veined with tranfparent ftonc like calcedoni. 

I afeended one of the narrow chafms in the rock to the top, w'hich 
I found level, covered with mofs, and fome fuch low plants as I 
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had feen on the borders of the Icy Sea ; foxes were numerous, 
of the black, red, and blue (or ardlic) fpecies. There appeared 
to me to be no earth upon the ifland, except the dung ol animals, 
and of myriads of fea-hirds, whofe flirill notes almoll prevented 
our hearing each other fpeak: thefe confided of every fpccies 
that we had feen on the coaft of Kamtihatka, and all the Aleu- 
tan iflands. I am inclined to think, that the birds, their eggs, 
and the fea animals caft on flrore, conftitutc the chief food of the 
foxes in the fummer ; and that early in the winter the ft raiw 
freeze over, when they pafs to the oppofite ifland, which, from the 
verdant appearance of the low lands, feems likely to afford them 
edible roots for their fiipport during a long winter. 1 did not 
obferve any fragments of ftiells of any kind on the beach, nor the 
leaft traces of any inhabitants. This ifland is about fix miles 
from north to fouth ; and, to judge from appearances, it is nearly 
fquare in its form. 

The oppofite ifland is about 14 miles from north to fouth ; 
the Ihores everywhere broken and uneven, forming bays, bound- 
ed by projeding rugged cliffs, and detached pinnacle rocks. 

Several white bears fwam round the' fhip while we were at 
anchor, and three of them made many attempts to get up the 
(hip’s fide ; but at length they all fwam to the large ifland. C ^p- 
tain Cook did not obferve thefe ftraits, but thought the whole 
was one ifland. 

At midnight got under weigh, and on the 15th, with a gentle 
fouth fouth-weft breeze, kept a northern courfe. Our foundings 
w^cre now never more than 40 fathoms, having gradually dccreale J 
to that from 100 miles north of Oonalaflika, where we had bo 
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fethoms. At noon we had hazy and foggy weather j latitude, by 
account, 61^^ C, longitude 187° 9'. 

On tlie i6ih, wind and wc.uhcr continuing, we faw no land, 
and our foundings had gradually dccrcafed by noon to 26 fa- 
thom, fine (and. The lull 24 hours run was 106 miles north- 
caft 2-r^ 7', making our latitude 62^ 39, longitude 188' 54'. In 
the artei noon fteercd north one-half weft. The evening being 
dark and inifty, wc hauled tlic wind, the fliip’s head being weft 
foudi-weft with a gentle fouth breeze, to keep clear of Gierke’s 
lllaud. Our loundings at midnight were 24 fathom, hind and 
fniali (lones-. 

July 17. V/ind fouth-caft by foulli, very foggy and milfy 
weather. At two A. M. we flood to the north. Our loundings 
decreafed to 15 fathoms j fliingles; luid many birds were flying 
about the fhip. At fix A. M. foundings 12, 1 1, 10 fathoms, when 
we fuduenly got the bottom with fix fathom line. We immedi- 
ately hauled the wind, which frelhened upon us, and flood fouth 
by eaft. In this diredlion we foon deepened our water to eight, 
nine, and ten, when it again flioaled to fix fathom. We now 
. confidcred ourfelvcs as embayed in Gierke’s Ifland, and kept work- 
ing to windward ; the foundings regularly decreafing on both 
tacks. At noon, our latitude was, by account 63 ' 23 , longitude 
189 ’ 29'. Continued making fliort boards till two P. M., when 
we brought up in fix fathom, fand and ftones ; but, the anchor 
not holding, we dropped a fecond, and immediately after faw low 
land from eaft north-eaft one-half eaft, to weft north-weft, diftant 
in the neareft place about three miles, which was immcdiaiely af- 
ter hid again in the fog. The wund increafed to a briik gale, and 
die weather was mifty and rainy all night. 


July 
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July 18. Being very fqualiy, with fhowers and heavy fogs, we 
got a fpare anchor ready. At ten A. M. a hard gale coming on 
from eaft fouth-eaft, we kept occafionally paying out cable. About 
noon, the cable of the beft bower parted, and we dropped our 
fpare anchor in four fathoms, and payed out 15 fathoms cable, 
having only three fathoms at the fliip’s ftern. As the gale con- 
tinued, and no land was to be feen on account of the thick wea- 
ther, we got a large fpare anchor out of the hold, and belayed a 
cable to it in cafe of need. The night was very dark, with a 
rough fea, and breakers jufl aftern. 

The 19th, at four A. M., the wind became more moderate, 
but the fog ftill continued. The fea being lefs agitated, we 
lowered our boats, and fiflied up our beft bower. At noon, in a 
moderate wind, we fent a matter’s mate towards Ihore to found, 
and weighed the two fpare anchors. We obferved a current to the 
weft at three quarters of a knot. The mafter’s mate reported, that 
he found three fathoms pretty clofe in with the fhore, but that 
the furf was violent. At fix P. M. the fog clearing up, w'e dif- 
covered feveral mountains covered with fnow from weft fouth- 
weft to north one-half eaft, and low land to eaft north-eaft one- 
half eaft. 

Sunday the 20th, fouth-eaft by eaft, a moderate breeze, hazy 
and mifty. At noon the weather cleared up a little, and we faw 
lofty mountains covered with fnow fouth-weft by fouth one-half 
weft, and a peaked mountain, feemingly at a great diftance be- 
yond the high land north-weft by north j our obferved latitude 
being 63* 26' 34''. At two P. M. we faw two men walking 
along the low beach, who made a ftand oppofite the fhip, and, 
having fbmething hoifted on a pole, waved it backwards and for- 
wards. 
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wards. We immediately hoifted our flag. Mr. BakofT was 
fent with the baidar on fhore ; but the breakers were lo violent, 
that he could neither land nor get within hale j he therefore re- 
turned at fix P. M. We obfervcd the variation of the compafs 
24° 16' 30" eaft. For the better trim of the flrip, we filled fix 
calks with fea water. 

On the 2 1 ft we had little wind from the fouth-eaft, with rain 
at intervals. At noon Captain Billings and feveral gentlemen 
went on fliore on the low beach. At eight P. M. a gentle breeze 
fprung up from the north- weft, and the weather cleared amazing- 
ly, I went to the main-top-maft head, whence 1 could plainly fee 
the fpit of land, where the Captain went afliore, join to a moun- 
tain bearing w^eft by north, diftant to miles, trending due eaft 
about ly miles, where It terminated, leaving a paflage into the lake 
which appeared behind it, and upon which 1 perceived a large 
boat rowing toward the mountains. The extremity of this fpit 
of land I computed at eight miles from the firip, in a dire^ion 
call nortli-eaft one-half eaft ; and in the fame direction three 
miles farther is a projeding mountain, which conftitutes a part of 
the ifland, from which the land takes a circular fweep north-weft 
to the top of the lake, continuing the circle to fouth by weft. 

We now took the following bearings : the fouth extremity of 
land, as far as we could trace a communication of mountains by 
low land, fouth-weft 50”, diftant about 12 miles. The body of 
a mountain, which appeared a detached ifland, fouth-weft 32° 
30', about 20 miles. Another mountain, feemin^y detached 
from fouth-weft 8® to fouth 23° weft, about 16 miles. The pro- 
montory neareft the extremity of the fpit of land north-eaft 78®, 
firom whence it took another circular fweep to fouth-eaft 75®, 

where 
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where tvc perceived high land at about lo leagues ; but could 
not difeern whether it was connected, or formed a feparate ifland ; 
and feveral intervening mountains were In the fame ftate of un- 
certainty. At nine P. M. Captain Billings returned on board, 
and we immediately got under weigh. He faid, the Tea broke 
fo violently on the beach, that it was with great difEculty they 
efieded a landing ; and the Oonalaflikan, wdio had accompanied 
them in his fmall baidar, had had it dallied to pieces. Obferving 
a foot-path on the fpit of land which w.as only 20 yards wide, 
he walked along it, in hope of meeting with foine of the natives 
at habitations which appeared at no very conliderablc dillance. 
The fliore was alinoll covered with the bones of lea animals. He 
paired feveral dogs that were very tame ; and, at the dillance of 
about three miles from the landing place, he law feveral IcafTolds 
lix feet high, evidently for the purpofe of preferving, and keep- 
ing out of the reach of dogs, i^c. filh and fca animals ; but no 
habitations were near. The failors near the boats obferved a 
very large baidar croifing the lake from thc vallies on the oppo- 
fite fide, containing, as they fuppofed, about 30 men. Upon 
feeing this boat, one of the men walked along the path which 
Captain Billings had taken ; but, not feeing him, and the boat 
advancing very fall, he fired his mulkct, as a iignal for the Cap- 
tain ; upon which the boat immediately flood back with all pof- 
fible fpeed. In confetpacnce, they had no intercourfe with the 
natives. 

Thurfday the 2 2d, by five A. M. having ftecred fouth fouth- 
eaft, eaft, and call by north, we made 23 miles foutlt-eaft 79'’, 
when we rofc more land a-hcad, and were fully convinced that 
all the mountains between Avhicli there feemed to be llraits, were 
joined by low land, The appearance, however, greatly jullifies 
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Lieutenant Synd in placing fo many iflands in thefe parts. Our 
glafles difcovered all the vallies occupied by the buildings of the 
natives, and fcaffolds for preparing or drying fifli and the flefli of 
fea animals. Numbers of large boats alfo were hauled on the 
ftiores ; fo that this ifland muft be very populous. By noon wc 
w'ere off the fouth-eaft extremity of the ifland, at the dittance of 
one mile and a half ; our obferved latitude da'’ 55', having failed 
from our place of anchorage 43 miles eaft fouth-eaft. Wc now 
doubled this cape, off which are two fmall iflands, the largcfi 
about one mile in length, narrow, and replete with huts and fcaf- 
folds ; behind which we thought there was every appearance of 
good anchorage. The foundings were very uniform, according 
to our diftance from fhore ; 1 2 fathom at the greater diftance, 
gradually decreafing, as we approached the land, to five and four 
fathoms at one mile and a half. 

Having cleared this ifland, we flood north and north-eaft about 
20 miles, when the north-eaft extremity of the land bore weft, 
tiaving a mountainGus appearance, and terminating in a bluff- 
beaded cape. [We did not fee Anderfon’s Ifland.] 

The wind flrifted to weft fouth-weft, and we fliaped our courfe 
north-weft by weft, with foggy weather. At noon our latitude, 
by account, was 63° 43', longitude 192° 7'. The afternoon 
was hazy, wdth rain, and a gentle foutherly breeze. At eight 
f*. M. the wind veered to north-eaft, and foon blew hard. 

The 24th we had a brilk gale from north north-weft, on ac- 
count of which we laid-to under main and mizen about three 
hours, when wq flood away call north-eaft to get well clear of 
the eaft of Gierke’s Ifland, which would otherwife prove a Ictf- 
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fliore, if the gale fliould continue ; and the very narrow efcape 
that wc luid already experienced made ns rather fearful of ufing 
too much freedom with this ifland. At noon wc got the fun’s 
altitude in the haze, latitude 64^ 4' 26'. Afternoon cloudy; 
kept our courfe till midnight, with foundings at 19, 18, and 17 
fathoms. 

The 25th we had a hard gale north north-wen: with a rough 
flrort fea, and laid-to under main and mizen till noon, w'hen wm 
got the fun’s altitude ; latitude 63° 26' 23'', longitude, by account,. 
193° 20'. We now fleered north north-eaft under clofc-recfed 
top-fails, the wind north-weQ, making two points and a half lee- 
way, with 1 7 fathoms fandy bottom. At 3'^ 47' 25", apparent 
time, the fun and moon’s diftance made our longitude 192“ 24' 
45", latitude 63*' 28' 30." At eight P. M. we wore fltip, fleer- 
ing weft by fouth till the 26th, at feven A. M. wdien we faw 
Clerke’s Ifland right a-head. The wind blowing from the weft 
a gentle breeze, we let out all reefs, and fet top-gallant fails. At 
noon, our latitude, by account, was 63° 10' 41", hazy. In the 
afternoon, with light airs, we kept a northern courfe. On Sun- 
day the 27th, in the morning, we had foggy weather, with little 
wind from the north-w'eft. At eight A. M. it cleared up a little, 
and at noon we obferved the latitude 63*^ 31' 8", longitude 192*^ 
55'. The afternoon being clear, with little wind, w’e kept a courfe 
north-eaft by caft ail day. The 28th, a gentle breeze weft by 
north, fleering north by weft. At ten A. M. we faw high land 
north-eaft 7°, and low land north-weft lo*^. At noon the lati- 
tude obferved was 64° 12' 19", Sledge Ifland bearing north-weft 
6", diftant 12 miles. At one P. M. the continent of America 
bore from north-weft 55° to north-eaft 35'. At four P. M. being 
about eight miles fouth of the neareft land, we caft anchor in 12 
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fathoms; our latitude being 64° 20', longitude, correded from 
our lad lunar obfervation, 164'’ eaft, Sledge Klaiid fouth 78 ’ well, 
diftant nine miles, Cape Rodney north-weft 75'', allb nine mllcp. 

Captain Billings ordered the boats out, and went on fliore with 
the naturalill, draftfman, Mr. Bakolf, and Knfign Iiakolin, with a 
few foldiers armed, befides failors in the long-boat aud Ikiff. 
■\Vc obferved a current fetting to the eaft, at half a knot. 

in the morning of the 29th we had very light airs from the 
weft, with cloudy weather. At fix A. M. a baidar containing 
nine of the natives rowed alongfide, and came on board upon the 
firll invitation, leaving their arms in the boat, coiilifting of bows, 
and arrows pointed with green jade, calccdoii', and ivory ; the 
bow ftrengthened, and rendered more elaftic, by the fiiiews of the 
rein-deer, which were artfully bound round it. They had alfo 
lances about feven or eight feet long, fome pointed with iron, but 
very few ; the generality being pointed with the tufks of the 
morzfti or walrofs very neatly cut. Upon one of them they 
hoifted a bladder, which fignal we anfwered witli a flag, and 
they immediately came on board. They were well limbed, ra- 
ther tall, had fine open and agreeable countenances, and were 
handfome and healthy. Their drefs was very neat and clean ; 
being half-boots, neatly embroidered about the inilep with dif- 
ferent coloured hair and finews, made of beautiful white leather, 
and tied round above the ancle with narrow flips of red leather, 
the foies made of bears’ hide ftnoked ; tight, well made panta- 
loons, alfo of leather dyed yellow or red ; a very neat park, re- 
fembling a carter’s frock, reaching down to the knees, round- 
ed before and behind, fo as to form two flaps, and open at 
ithe fidcs up to the hips. They wore no covering on the head ; 
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and the liair was cut almoft as fhort as if fhaven. They regarded 
every thing on board with admiration, but did not appear to be 
of a pilfering difpofition. I gave each of them a glafs bead, and 
they immediately exprefled great anxiety to obtain more, but had 
no articles of barter with them. They exchanged a few very 
neatly-made adzes of green jafper, or jade, extremely (harp j nor 
did they fcruple to part with their arms, and even ftrlppcd them- 
felves, giving their clothes for beads, knives, &c. One of them 
by accident broke a fmall pane of glafs, which threw them all 
into a ftate of difmay. He immediately offered his lance by way 
of indemnification ; but we made him underftand that it was no 
lofs, by putting in another, and laughing at his concern, which 
pleafed them all very much. They left us, making figns that 
they would foon return with fome articles of trade for beads, &c. 
and paddled away towards Cape Rodney. 

At ten P. M. the fkiff returned with the Captain and Eniign. 
The long-boat, with the other gentlemen, did not get on board 
till the 30th towards midnight. The following account of their 
excurfion I tranflated from the original remarks of one of the 
gentlemen in the party. 

“ We landed on a fandy beach near the difeharge of a fmall 
river ; hauled both boats on fhore ; and made a lire with drift- 
“ wood, which was in great plenty. The Captain, Mr. Bakoff^ 
“ the Dodtor, and Draftfman, walked along a narrow path on 
“ fliore, quite unarmed j and at a fmall diftance from the boats, 
we faw two natives coming toward us. When advanced with- 
“ in a few fathoms, they made a (land j upon which beads were 
fhewn them, and a few thrown on the ground. They were 
” armed with lances, and advanced with the points toward us.; 
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but upon feeing the beads, and obferving our figns of fvicnd- 
“ (hip, they turned the points of their lances behind them, and 
approached without hefitation. Upon the firfl: fight of the 
“ natives, our interpreters were fcnt for, viz. the Oonalafiikan, 
“ the American taken from Kadiak, and an Anadyrfky ColTac, 
“ whofe mother was a Tfhutfki woman. This latter they un- 
“ derftood perfedly well, and, embracing him upon his fpeaking 
“ the language of the Tfliutlki, we concluded that they were of 
“ that nation, and not Americans. We returned all together to 
“ the boats, and Captain Billings gave each of them a copper me- 
“ dal and a few beads. Shortly after we were joined by two other 
‘‘ Americans, and obtained of them, for beads and a few uniform 
“ buttons, their bows, arrows, and lances. Upon their invita- 
“ tion we accompanied them to their dwelling, leaving only four 
‘‘ men armed to guard the boats. The habitation was lituated 
“ four verfts from our landing-place j and upon our arrival fkins 
“ of rein-deer and other animals were fpread for our feats before 
“ the fire. When we were placed, the hoftefs prefented each 
“ with a thin flip of the fldn of a marten, and immediately after 
“ with filh, and the meat of the deer boiled j but the intolerable 
“ flench of the hut took away all appetite on our part. It was 
dark when we arrived at the habitation ; fo that we knew not 
“ its extent, nor the number of its inhabitants ; notwithftanding 
“ the friendly behaviour of the natives, therefore, and though wc 
“ were well guarded by our foldiers and failors, armed, and keep- 
“ ing a regular watch, we paffed a fleeplefs night. 

“ In the morning of the 19th we difeovered that we were not 
“ in a village, but in the temporary tent of a Angle family, pitch- 
“ ed for the fake of fifhing, and hunting wild- deer. The tent 
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was covered with leather, except on one fide, which confided 
“ of the inteftines of fea animals for the admiflion of light. 

“ At noon we returned to our boats, where, we were inform- 
“ ed, feveral natives had been, and traded with the men, giving 
“ them martens’ Ihins, the river-otter, and foxes, for beads ; and 
“ that they invited them to their habitation, pointing out the di- 
** redion, which we followed, along a fmall path of about five 
“ verfls. When we arrived there, we were alfo treated with the 
“ greateft friendfliip, and received in return for our prefents, the 
“ (kins of martens, foxes black and red, lynxes, and gluttons. 
“ Blue glafs beads, iron, and metal-buttons, were their favoijritc 
“ articles of barter. 

“ The Captain returned to the boats at feven P. M. where he 
“ found the Enfign ; and, immediately embarking in his Ikift’, 
“ with him and four failors, rowed on board. Dr. Merck was 
“ colledting plants and other natural curiofities ; and the different 

hands were fcattered, fome trading with the natives ; fo that 
“ it was near dark before we were all colleded. 

“ Mr. Bakoff bought a baidar of the natives, in which he 
“ placed four failors ; and, after taking fome refrefliment, we 
“ put off together. There was but little wind, and that was right 
“ in our teeth. The fea was rough, and the current againft us. 
“ We rowed about two hours, when the wind frefhened, and it 
“ rained hard, tiaving a fmall kedge on board, we brought up 
** to wait day-light, very wet and much fatigued, and had, loft 
** fight of the baidar. 


“ At 
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“ At day-break it cleared up a little, and we faw the fliip ; 
upon which we weighed, and took to the oars ; but, the wind 
“ frefhening with a head fea, wc made but little way ; and after 
“ fix hours labour, the fea breaking into the boat frequently, 
“ which kept fome hands conftantly bailing out the water, all 
“ wet and exhaufted, we hoifted a fiil, and flood back for flrorc. 
“ Wc ran on the fandy-bcach near our former landing-place, 
“ cold, and ahnofl helplefs, w'ith no means of making a fire ; 
“ but, to our inexpreflible joy, fome embers of the large fire 
“ which wc had made of the drift-wood were flill burning, and 
“ thefc enabled us to dry ourfelves. At four P. M., both wind 
** and fea being much abated, and pretty clear, we again pufhed 
“ off, and reached the fliip by midnight, but heard nothing of 
“ the baidar, for the fafety of which we were under great appre- 
“ henfions 

From our fears, however, we were relieved at four A. M. of 
the 3 ifl, by her fafe arrival on board. The failors faid, that 
rowing about in the dark and rain, without knowing where, they 
w'ere cafl on fhore about 10 verfls to the well of our landing- 
place ; and that, notwithflanding the violence of the furf, and 
the hollow waves, the baidar did not fhip a Angle fea. They 
faid, that they were furrounded by the natives at day-light, and 
traded with them ; but gave them a very bad charadler. I can- 
not guefs what articles of trade they had ; but they obtained fe- 
veral Ikins of black and red foxes, martens, &c. I hope that the 
natives had not the greater reafon to complain. 

♦ Captain Billings told me, that he faw very neat earthen pots, in which the natives 
drefltd their food,, and that they had bowls and buckets of wood, with wooden fpoons ; that 
he faw ihcir armour, fome made of wood, and fome of bones, refembling thofe at Prince 
William’s Sound. 

At 
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At eight A. M. we weighed anchor with a gentle breeze from 
the fouth, fhaping our courfe weft and weft north-weft; but, 
falling calm at two P. M., and getting into a current of one mile 
and a half weft, we brought up between Sledge ifland and the 
main. A large baidar full of natives, and two fmall ones, rowed 
alongfide ; but before they came clofe they lang a fong, and made 
feveral antic motions. In token of friendihip, they had a bladder 
hoilled on a pole ; however, they would not be perfuaded to 
come on board, but exchanged feveral articles of curiofity for 
beads, &c. At eight P. M. we again got under weigh, with a 
gentle north-weft breeze, which foon fliifted to the weft and 
weft fouth-weft, with cloudy and hazy weather. At noon of 
the I ft of Auguft, our latitude, by fliip’s reckoning, was 64* 40' ; 
longitude, correded from our obfervation of the 25th July, 192* 
27'. At four P. M. we faw King’s Ifland, which is very lofty; 
the fummit broken and irregular ; replete with pinnacle rocks ; 
round in its appearance, and about five miles in circumference. 
We had a moderate Ibuth fouth-weft breeze, and our courfe was 
weftward. 

On the 2d Auguft we ftood for the bay of St. Laurence. At 
nine A. M. faw the three iflands in the mid-channel of Bering’s 
Straits. Our latitude at noon was, by obfervation, 65° 23' 50", 
corrected longitude 190'^ 37', when we faw the promontories on 
both continents, and the interjacent iflands. At eight P. M. we 
took the following bearings : a promontory on the continent of 
America, north-eaft 49'’. Firft ifland, north-eaft 35° ; fecond, 
north-eaft 18 ’; third, north-eaft 9”, The eaftern Afiatic pro- 
montory north-weft 29*^. 


We 
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We had variable light airs, and calms, with hazy weather, till 
Sunday the 3d, at fix A. M. when a gentle breeze fprang up from 
the fouth fouth-eaft, which made us ply to windward, making 
ihort boards for the bay of St. Laurence ; till the 4th, at noon, 
when our latitude was 65° 37', longitude 189° 18'. The wind 
ihifting northerly, we Rood into the bay, and at four P. M. came 
to anchor. 
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CHAP. XVIIL 

Reception by the Natives. — An Adventure of the Author. -Singular 
kind of Encampment. — Barter with the Male^ and liberal accom- 
modation with the Female Inhabitants. — Divi/ion of the TJbutJki 
Nation into two bribes ; which are feparately defcrtbed. — Captain 
Billings^ with a Party^ leaves the Ship for the purpofe of a Land 
Excurfon acrofs the Country to the Kovima. — fjbutjki Pajlimesy 
— Captain Saretjheffy purfuant to order y fails for Oonalajhkuy 
end anchors in the Harbour of Illuluk. — Captain Hall arrives.— 
Preparations made for a Winters Reftdence. — Tribute collected.— 
Mifion from Sbelik<ff s Efablifbment at Kadiak. — Sketch of the 
Natural Hiftory of the Jfland of Oonalajbka, — A Hurricane. 

We had no fooner dropped our anchor than a baldar full of 
Tihutfki came along-fide, and fliewed us a paper from KobelefF^ 
•who (they faid) was now at the eaftern promontory j and Dauer- 
kin was with his relations toward Anadyrik ; but they added, 
that we muft come on ihore and give them fome tobacco before 
they would let us have the paper. Captain Billings went on ihore 
in his full uniform, and was received with every token of friend* 
fiiip and refped. Dauerkin was immediately fent for, and our 
intercourfe with the natives was perfeftly free and unguarded. 
On the 6 th, at noon, Dauerkin arrived, with 1 2 large baidars full 
of Tihutiki, whole numbers increafed hourly. They had plenty of 
ikins of foxes, martins, hares, and the muik>rat of America, 
wji.cnpe* indeed, they obtain thei greateft number of their furs, 

boats. 
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boats, and arms, in exchange for fuch articles as they get from 
Izfhiginik, and from the wandering peddling traders about the 
cftuary of the Kovima, &c. 

On the 7th, I went on fhore in uniform, but was not very well 
pleafed with the reception that I met with. I had drolled among 
the Tlhutlki to fome diftance from our tents and people, where one 
of the natives began to cut the buttons off my coat. *I ftruck him 
on the ftomach with my fill, and he fell over fome loofe Hones 
behind him. One of our men (Vafliley Tolftichen, a native of 
Anadyrlk), obferving the tranfadion, ran towards me j the man 
got up and laughed, not feeming to be the leaft offended at the 
blow. Tolftichen told me, that they always infulted little men, 
and fuch as were lefs adive than they. Upon hearing this, 1 
challenged any one of them to run or leap. One of them offered 
to run with me to a point of land at leaft a mile diftant, and back 
again ; this, however, I rejeded, and propofed running toward 
the boats, a little more than 200 yards. Arriving firft at the 
goal, I received the pleafihg compliment of their acknowledging 
that I was, indeed, a man, though but a very little one. Not being 
inclined, how'ever, to perform for their entertainment, I returned 
on board, fully refolved not to quit the fliip again fo long as flic 
remained here* 

The beach was now covered with the baidars of the natives, 
hauled on ihore and turned keel upwards, one gunnel refting on 
the ground, the other fupported on their paddles: thus they, 
ferved the purpofe of tents ; and old dreffed deer-lkins fewed to- 
gether were ufed inftead of curtains for the open fide. Here the 
natives, men and women, flept indifcriminately. The formw 
traded with their dreffes, furs, tulks of the walrofs, v/halcs’ fins, 

K k 2 and 
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and pieces of the gut of rein-deer fluffed with chopped meat, 
marrow, and fat. The latter were extremely happy to grant any 
favours for beads, buttons, tobacco, &c. and that even in the pre- 
fence of the men, who adually introduced our people to the 
women when they had no other articles of trade. Thefe, how- 
ever, were not their wives, but prifoners taken from their Ameri- 
can neighbours, with whom they are frequently at war. The 
caufe of the kfl affair between them was this : both parties meet- 
ing, on the chace of fea animals, quarrelled ; an engagement com- 
menced, in which the Americans took one baidar and made the 
crew prifoners ; the other, returning, procured a reinforcement, 
made a defcent on the American coafl, carried off a few women, 
and then peace was reflored. 


The Tlhutfki nation is divided into two very diflinA tribes ; 
the one is called Stationary, or fixed inhabitants of the coafl ; the 
other. Reindeer, or wanderers. 

The former occupy fuch places as are convenient for fifliing 
and the chace of fea animals, from the river Anadyr to a fmall 
diflance north of the eaflern promontory. The extent of their 
population, according to the befl intelligence that I could obtain, 
amounts to about 3000 males. Their chief habitations are about 
the bay of Anadirlk, particularly in the vicinity of Serdfi Ka- 
men *, and in the gulph of Metchickma, which is between the 


* Scrdfi Kamen I'e a very remarkable mountam, fituated in the north-eaft part of the 
bay of Anadirlk, and projeding into it. The back or inland part is replete with cavities, 
whither the Tfhutfki fled when attacked by Pavlutfki. Here, fecrcting themfelvcs in the 
cavities of the rock, they (hot great numbers of the Ruffians on their pafling by. Pavlutfki 
had at this time but a few of his followers with him, and returned to Anadirfk for a rein- 
forcement ; where he related, that the Tlhutfki Ihot liis people from the heart of the rock ; 
whence it acquired the name of Serdfi Kamen, or the heart-ftone. 


bays 
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bays of Anadirlk and St. Laurence. North of the eaftern pro- 
montory the dwellings are but few, becaufe the fea is not fo pro- 
lific of fifli, nor are there any forefts ; but the marine animals 
are more numerous, which is the caufe of its being frequented on 
the chace ; which fometimes induces them to pafs the Shalatfkoi 
promontory into the Tfliaoon bay ; which, they lay, is about 1 5 
days’ journey from the eaftern cape, fleeping on Ihore every night. 
They were in this bay two fealbns waiting for our expedition 
from the river Kovima, — I fuppofe in lySy and 1788. 

They appear very induftrious, and are neat workmen, which 
is evinced by their baidars, lances, arrows, bows, apparel, utenfils, 
&c. with which they fupply the wanderers. They alfo trade 
with their female prifoners, receiving in return rein-deer, copper 
and iron kettles, knives, beads, and fuch articles as the rovers ob- 
tain from the Ruflian traders. 

They dig cellars, in which they keep their fupplies of food and 
oils. The provifion confifts of dried meat of fea animals and 
deer, roots, and berries. They regard the lips and fnout of the 
morzfti, or walrofs, as a great delicacy when boiled almoft to a 
jelly. The oil of the fea animals they keep in feal-lkins, and of 
this they obtain immenfe quantities ; it not only being ufed for 
food, firing, and light, but alfo conftituting a great article of com- 
merce with the wandering tribe. 

KobelefF and Dauerkin have publiihed very wonderful ac- 
counts of thefe people. Among other ftories, they relate, that 
“ the Tftiuriki, when aged or ill, require their friends to kill 
** them, which is immediately performed, as well with women 
“ as men ; and that a (harp knife is the only remedy for all dif- 

orders.” 
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“ orders.” But this they pofitively denied. I difcovered by 
means of Tolftichen, that the aged were fubjed to rheumatic 
complaints, which they cured by lighting the dried leaves of 
worm-wood, fo prepared as to burn like tinder, and letting it re- 
main till burnt out on the affected parts : a cuftom alfo obferved 
by the Yukagers, Tungoofe, and Yakuti. That if they had any 
fwellings from wounds, fplinters, or any other caufe, they applied 
a poultice, compofed of chewn %dible roots, moillened with frefli 
oil ; and in cafes of fevere illnefs, offered facrifices of deer to the 
Ipirits of torture ; and fometimes a dog was killed, the lick led 
round it, and anointed with its blood and fat. In cafe of death, 
the body is burnt to aflies ; Hones are laid on the fpot, to refemble 
in fome degree the body of the man ; a large ftone at the head, 
anointed with marrow and fat ; and the horns of deer form a 
pile or heap at a fmall diHance. This place is vifited once a-year 
by the relatives, who recapitulate the feats and adlions of the 
deceafed, by way of remembrance, when each of them adds a 
horn to the heap, and anoints the head ftone. 

I was not able to learn any particulars of their religious rites 
and ceremonies, nor any remarkable cuftoms. They reckon only 
two ieafons in the year, fummer and winter; at the commencement 
of each of which they make facrifices and merriments, in grati- 
tude for what is paft, and as an invocation for future fuccefs. 

Kobeleff aflerts, “ that the wandering Tfhutfki make a praflice 
“ of lending their wives to ftrangers, as a mark of friendfhip ; 
“ and that they frequently exchange them amongft one another 
“ for a fhort time.” This, however, is not the cafe ; for thefe 
people are extremely attached to their wives and progeny ; and 
if one of them were inconftant to her hulband, ihe would be 
8 abandoned 
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ftbandoned by all : nor can a greater odium be thrown bn a 
Tlhutlki woman, than to fufpedi: her guilty of favouring a 
ftranger. 

. The wandering tribe confider themfelves as a fuperior race of 
beings, and the moft independent of men. They call all the na- 
tions that furround them old women, only fit to guard their 
flocks, and be their attendants ; particularly the Koriaki. Rein- 
deer are their only riches : thefe, and the fkins of fuch animala 
as they kill in their wanderings, they exchange with the Ruffians, 
&c. for kettles, knives, and trinkets, which articles procure them 
arms, drefles, flaves, &c. from the flationary tribe. Their cuf- 
toms are alike, as is alfb their language.— 'This is all the iiftelli- 
gence that I could obtain of thefe people during my fhort flay. 

On the 12th Augufl, Captain Billings, being completely ready 
to leave the fhip, fele£led for his companions acrofs the country 
to the Kovima the following gentlemen 

Our naturalifl,. 

His afliflant, 

Mafler, or Sturman, 

His mate, 

Braftfman, 

Surgeon’s mate, 

Tranflators, 

Attendants, two foldiers, and the Captain’s cabin boy : 
in all twelve. (Kobeleff, not arriving here in time, was to join' 
the company at an appointed place on the road, at no great dif-. 
tance.) 


Dr. Merck j 
Mr. Main ; 

Mr. BatakofT j. 
Mr. Gileeff; 
Mr. Varonin ; 
Mr. Leman ; 
CDauerkin and 
tKobeleff ; 


Captain- 
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Captain SaretlhelF received direftions to fail to OonalaHika, to 
colled tribute from the natives of all the neighbouring iflanda 
during the winter ; and early in the fpring to proceed to Kamt- 
fhatka, where Captain Billings faid he would join us. Similar 
orders were to be left with the inhabitants the bay for Captain 
Hall, to be given him upon his arrival. 

In the evening the whole party took leave of the flxip’s com- 
pany and went on Ihore, intending to fet out on their journey 
early the next morning. TTie immenfe quantity of articles that 
Captain Billings took with him for prelents, to fecure the friend- 
fhip of the Tfliutfki, and enfure his own fafety, appeared to me 
mor^ likely to have a contrary efied. However, he feemed con- 
vinced that there was no danger to be feared from the natives. 

On Wednefday the 13th Auguft, early in the morning, we faw 
the baidars of the Tlhutlki launched, and loading with the bag- 
gage of our friends ; and at nine o’clock they departed in fifteen 
baidars, taking with them our moft fincere wiChes for their prof- 
perity and fuccefs, Tbe profped, indeed, was but a melancholy 
one. 

There were now only two families of the Tfhutiki left in their 
tent, and Captain SaretfhefF and I went on fhore. We faw fe- 
veral boys Ikipping with a rope,, and learnt that this was a fa- 
vourite exercife, and very cuftomary among the young women,, 
of whom two held a rope, one at each end, and while they fwung 
it round,, a third flood in the middle to leap over it. We alfo 
qbferved boys and girls jumping on a fkin in the fame manner as 
we had feen them on the ifland of Tanaga j hut the fkin in this in- 
ftance was that of a walrofs, with proper handles made of thongs 

for 
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for fix or eight people to hold, which enabled them the better to 
catch and throw up the leapcr. They alfo had a game of cxcr- 
cife refembling prifoners-bars, and threw ftones from a fling with 
great exadnefs. 

I faw a woman drelfing a deer fkin with the hair on : it was, 
however, the latter part of the procefs ; for it had been cleared of 
the flcfh and filaments that adhere when taken off the animal, 
and had been covered with a coat of wet whitifh clay ; which, 
being dry, ihc was feraping off with a ftone fixed in a piece of 
Aick about two feet long, each end ferving for a handle : the 
ftone had a rough but not very fharp edge, and the fltin was 
faflened to a board. The whole procefs is cxadly the fame as 
is pradifed by all the Afiatic Tartars. For farther particulars 
concerning thefc people, I muft beg leave to refer my readers to 
fome remarks taken from the memoranda of Captain Billings’s 
companions in his land excurfion through their country, and 
which will be found in a future chapter. 

The Tfliutfki call Gierke’s ifland E-oo-vogen ; and fay, that ii 
is the fame diftance from the north eaftern cape of the bay of 
Anadirlk, or Tfliukotflcoi Nofs j as is Kygmil (Cape Prince of 
Wales) from the eaftern promontory ; that they pafs over in a 
day, and the illand is extremely populous. 

We made the diftance between the two continents 48 miles, 
the eaflern promontory bearing north-weft 42 ’ trem cape Prince 
of Wales, and the bay of St. Laurence from the lame point weft 
by north 62 miles, by true compuls. 1 he tluee interjacent 
iflands are called, the lirft Inalin, from the cailcrn promontory 
34 miles, bearing fouth-eaft 26^ Six miles farther, in a direction 

L I call 
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eaft by north, is the fecond and largeft, Imaglin. Oklvakl is the 
third and fmalleft, lo miles diftant, fouth by eaft. 

King’s ifland they call Okiben, and Sledge iftand Ayak. The 
bay formed by the two capes, Prince of Wales and Rodney, is 
named Imagru, the deepeft part of which is the difchargc of a 
confiderable river called Ka-ooveren ; near the fource of whicli, 
the natives fay, the country is well wooded. KobelefF, fpeaking 
of a river in the vicinity of this place, relates, that on its border 
is a fmall town containing a church and oftrog, built and inha- 
bited by Ruffians. He fuppofes them to be the remains of the 
ihipwrecked companions of Delhneff, a Ruffian adventurer who 
left the river Lena with feven veflels in 1648, and, having failed 
round the land of the Tfliutlki, arrived at Anadirfk alone, the 
other fix veflels being never afterwards heard of *. Notwith- 
ftanding all my endeavours, I could not find any body that knew 
aught of this matter, or had ever heard of any fuch place e.x- 
ifting. 

At noon we returned on board, and immediately got under 
weigh. The Tfhutfki had promifed to give Captain Saretfheff 
fome frefh meat in the bay of Metfhikma j but he obferved, as 
we paflTed this bay in the afternoon, that he could not weather 
the fouthern cape, if he entered with the prefent wind from the 
eaft of the north ; he, therefore, thought it more prudent to pur- 
fue his voyage, than rifle the encountering any difficulties for the 
fake of a fmall quantity of rein-deer meat. He confidered the 
time alfo of too much confequence to be trifled with, the more, 
efpecially as we had but a very bad fupply of fire-wood on board, 

* For a particular account of this adventure, taken from original papers, fee Coae’s 
** Ruffian Difcoverics.” 


and 
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and were deftined to pafs the winter at OonalaChka, which place 
produces none, except the ground willow, not exceeding the 
thicknefs of a walking flick, and that only in a very few detached 
places between the mountains, diflicult of accefs : a circumflancc 
which made it abfolutely neceflary for us to endeavour to procure 
fome on our paflage, if pofllble. We had feen a confiderable 
quantity drifted on the beach of Gore’s Iflands, and this appeared 
the moft eligible place at which to procure it. The refolution, 
therefore, was taken, to dire£l our courfe for this place. The 
weather was very foggy ; fo that we pafled the well fide of 
Gierke’s ifland, and to the eafl of the promontories that form the 
capes to the bay of Anadirfk, without feeing land. The wind 
continued from the north-eafl, and the weather remained wet 
and foggy ; fo that we pafled Gore’s Iflands without getting a 
fight of them. Nor did we dare venture an attempt to approach 
too near. Confidering our prefent fituation, nothing but Captain 
Saretflieff’s anxiety about Captain Hall and the gentlemen left at 
Oonalaihka, prevented his fleering direft for the harbour of St. 
Peter and St. Paul in Kamtfhatka. This alone induced him to 
take the refolution of fleering dired for the ifland of Oonalaflika, 
which was the fir ft land that we made, and this we reached on 
the 29th Auguft, when we anchored in our old place in the har- 
bour of Illuluk. 

We were now informed, that Captain Hall arrived here a few 
days after our departure, and, having taken on board the gentle- 
men, ftores, &c. left for him, had followed us to the bay of 
St. Laurence. We were, therefore, in hourly expe£i:ation of his 
return ; and on the 3 1 ft he appeared in the ofiings, and the next 
day (the ift of September) came to anchor along-fide. We had 
hauled our (hip into a little cove behind a fmall rocky ifland. It 

L 1 2 had 
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had the appearance of a pond 25 fathom wideband 150 fathom in 
length ; the north-eaft bounds were low land, but in every other 
tliredion lofty mountains. Four anchors were carried alhore, 
two on the ftarboard, and two on the larboard fide, from the head 
and ftern ; and two cables were belayed to each anchor. The 
I’mall veflel, which Captain Hall had named the Black Eagle, was 
moored along-fide, at the diftance of 20 feet. Thefe precautions 
were taken in confcquence of the natives telling us, that the 
fqualls in winter were very violent, particularly in this part ot 
the illand. Here we laid up our veffels for the winter, and built 
a Ihed on fliore, of yards, top-mafts, &c. covered with fails, in 
which we kept the articles and provifions that were landed. \V e 
alfo eredted a working fhed of fods, thatched with rufh grafs, for 
the fail-maker, carpenter, block-maker, &c. The roof was form- 
ed of fpare yards, fpars, and oars ; and the window-frames were 
conftrudted of old cafk-flaves. This building alfo contained two 
ovens for baking bread, &c. The commiflary, or rather purfor, 
Mr. Erling, a Ruffian, and I, built a fmall hut nearly in the fame 
manner ; the infide of which we lined with whales’ fins. The 
captains of both veffiels, and other officers, retained their births 
on board ; as did alfo the greater part of the crew ; for the habi- 
tations of the natives were fo fmall, and formed fo entirely with- 
out conveniencies, that none of our failors or petty officers chofe 
to take a birth among them. Their neareft village was that of 
liluluk, about a mile from the veffels j and that confided of four 
or five huts, pretty deep under ground ; the tops of which were 
overgrown with grafs and weeds, and prefented an appearance 
refembling heaps of earth : the entrance- was at the top, through 
a finall fquare hole, which alfo ferved for the admiffion of light, 
and the difeharge of fmokc. The want of fire-wood and other tim- 
ber precluded the poffibility of ereding barracks j and the account 

which 
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which the natives gave of the mildnefs of the climate juftified the 
choice of the vclTels, which were the more convenient habita- 
tions. Befides, it fecured to all hands the rations of provifion 
and brandy, which are allowed only at lea or in a foreign port. 

AVc had conllantly fome party or parties out in our boats, col- 
Icdting the drift-wood on the beach, which, however, was in ge- 
neral fo fodden with fea water, that it would not burn ; and they 
were fortunate if during the day they collected a day’s fupply. 
Thefe parties were furnilhed with mulkets and ammunition for 
lliooting wild fowl, which were alfo fcarce and (hy. Numbers 
of hands were alfo fent inland to cut the ground- willows. 

Tlic natives having been informed, before we departed for the 
land of the Tduitfki, that we fhould return to pafs the winter on 
this iiland, had canglit and dried a quantity of halibut, cod-filh, 
and falnion. They had alfo colledlcd a confiderable quantity of 
berries in cafks which w^ere left with them for that purpofe ; and 
every poliiblc precaution had been taken to fecurefrefli provifion 
for the winter ; for our failed beef no longer poflelTcd its nutri- 
tive juices, and our dried bread was ahnofl exhaufted : but \vc 
had with us a confidcrahlc fupply of flour; fo that wc only want- 
ed fire-w'ood to bake it., 

Wc now formed among ourfclves a little republic, in perfect 
congeniality of fentiment, complete friendfliip and harmony; 
t(]ual in our manners and way of living ; uncontrolled by feve- 
rity, yet obferving flridl order and fubordination. I may fay, 
that the pofleffions, even the purfes, of each were fubfervient to 
the wants of the other. Our focicty eonfifted of, Captains Robert 
Hall, Gabriel SaretfliclT, and Chrilliaii Bering ; our furgeon- 

major 
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major Robeck ; furgeon Allcgretti ; Mcflrs. Bakoff, Bakulin, Er- 
ling, PribuilofF, and myfelf. 

Having thus defcrlbed our Htuatlon and arrangements, I fhall 
proceed to our occupations. The natives wrere informed, that 
our orders were, to colled tribute, and to receive fuch as they 
voluntarily chofe to give as an acknowledgment of their fubjec- 
tion to the Court of Ruffia ; but that we were not authorifed to 
exad any thing beyond what they could conveniently fpare ; at 
the fame time they were defired to bring the receipts for the tri- 
bute which they had given to the hunters, or RuIIian Promylh- 
lenicks. Several of the inhabitants immediately brought black 
and red fox-Ikins, and received prefents for the fame, more in 
their eflimation than equal to the value. In their hlhing parties 
they fell in with the natives of other iflands, and communicated 
the intelligence j fo that this part of our bufinefs was known to 
all the natives of the weftern iflands, and to thofe eaflward as far 
as to Kadiak, from which ifland ShelikofF’s eftablifliment dif- 
patched to us two of their companions, who were efcorted by 
numbers of the natives of the different Aleutan iflands and of 
Kadiak The objed of their miflion was, to requeft a fupply of 
medicines (with diredions how to ufe them) for the venereal dif- 
eafe, which had arrived in their different fettlemcnts at an alarming 
height. They alfo were in want of many common neceflaries, as 
tobacco, brandy, &c. ; of the latter articles we could not fend 
them any, Captain Billings having left us but a very fcanty flock ; 
but of medicines our furgeon-major fent as much as he could 

* I took this opportunity to prove the corrc6inefs of my Vocabulary, and to make par- 
ticular inquiries about Alakfa ; whicli they aflured me was not an ifland, and that I mull 
have been miftaken in fiippoling they calk i it a Kichtack ; that no itraits exifled ; but 
tliat they frequently carried their boats acrofs a narrow neck of land, and went down a 
river to the north fide of this point of land* 

poffibly 
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poffibly fpare, with proper diredions for ufing them. Numbers 
of the natives of the Aleutan * Iflands, who accompanied the 
mifllon, complained of the treatment they met with, and wiflied 
to return to their homes : to the beft of my recolledion, they 
were liberated ; the hunters, however, were told, that they muft 
be anfwerable for the tribute of fuch as they kept in their em- 
ploy, as alfo for the manner in which they treated them. 

Shortly after our arrival at this ifland, feveral of our hands 
were afflided with the feurvy, but in a flight degree ; and fuch 
as chofe to refide on fliore were allowed a birth in the working- 
Ihop. We had malt, hops, and a confiderable quantity of eflence 
of fpruce ; and beer was brewed for the benefit of all hands, 
efpecially the lick. Berries were alfo adminiftered, and every 
antifcorbutic that we could procure; but we did not perceive that 
any good arofe from it. 

The (hocking accounts that we had heard of the ravages which 
the feurvy had made among the different hunters who had paffed 
the winter on this ifland, and particularly the crew of Levafheff’s 
veffcl, who commanded the fecond fliip in Captain Krenitfin’s 
expedition in the year 1768 f, made every one of us dread the 
effedls of this fatal difeafe; and, thinking the beft way to 
guard againft it was, to copy the natives in their mode of 
living, 1 made the chief part of my diet confift of raw fl(h, 
mufcles, and limpets ; ufing, inftead of tea in the morning, a tea- 

♦ By the Aleutan Iflands, I mean the whole chain from the point of Alakfa weftwaed 
to Kamldialkai except Bering’s and Copper Iflands. 

•j* Tills officer loft almoft all his hands by this dreadful difordcr ; nor could he ever have 
left the ifland without afliftance of men from Krenitlin’s veiTelp who had pafled the winter 
in the ftraits of Alakfa. 
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fpoonful of cfTence of fpruce in a fmall tea-kettle full of boiling 
water ; and in the evening, we boiled beer with berries, fugar, 
and pepper, which, with the addition of fome corn-brandy, was 
our fubftitute for punch. 

I alfo daily collefted a fufGcient quantity of wild crefl'cs to 
afford a fallad for our mefs ; and on Sundays procured enough 
for the whole company in the cabin. Two or three times a week 
I obtained alfo frefh fifli, by frequenting the rocks at low water, 
which were overflowed at flood ; and thefe I caught by the fol- 
lowing ftratagem : I baited a fifh-hook with a raw mufcle, and 
thruft it into the holes, or rather cavities, in the rocks : the fifh 
lurking under thefe ftones took my bait, and I by thefe means 
fometimes in the courfe of half an hour caught half a dozen fifh : 
the forts were — the wraffe, the father laflier, a large fpecies of the 
blenny, and the turpug. [For a particular defeription of fome of 
thefe fifh, I refer my reader to the Appendix.] The other filli 
are halibut, cod, two or three fpecies of falmon, and fometimes, 
but very rarely, the tfliavitfha, a fpecies of falmon very common 
in Kamtfhatka, about Neizflmi, between four and live feet long ; 
alfo thornbacks and flounders. The flrell-fifh are — different fpe- 
cies of crabs, the fmall pearl oyfter, mufcles, cockles of an im- 
menfe fize, wilkes, periwinkles, a great variety of edible limpets, 
and the cuttle fifli. 

The birds that I obferved were — two fpecies of. geefe ; one 
termed by the Ruffian hunters laidenoi. Thefe appeared on the 
31ft Auguft, two days after our arrival, and wintered here. The 
head, neck, and breaft, are white ; it has a large black I’pot on 
the throat ; back, wings, and tail, afh colour ; the extremity of 
the feathers barred with a black ftreak edged with white j bill 
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and legs yellow ; claws black. They remained here until the 
1 8th April, and on the 19th the other fpccies arrived, which I 
have deferibed at Kadiak, where we obtained fome : thefe depart 
about the 30th of Auguft. Toward the latter end of September 
a few of the fnow-buntings came, but only flayed a few days. 

The fafka, a kind of duck very frequent in Kamtfliatka, made 
its appearance at the beginning of Odlober, and wintered. The 
12th November we faw the turpan of Ochotfk ; but tbefc flayed 
only a few days, and w-ere in very poor condition. There is alfo a 
fpecies of bunting with a red head and breafl ; but of there I faw 
only two or three ; they are much fought after by the natives, 
who ornament the firings to their darts and drefles with the red 
feathers : alfo a ])ird as fmall as a wren, which emits a delightful 
note : thefe and the fafka, indeed, are the only melodious birds 
on the ifland. Here are alfo a few partridges, teals (tfliirok), 
cormorants (urili), awks (ari), fca parrots (toporki), and gulls 
(tfliaiki). A very large fpecies of the gull kind was killed by a 
party collefting drift-wood in the beginning of April. They had 
retired to a cave to refrefli tlicmi'elves, when this bird, purfued 
by an eagle, took refuge among them. The wing had three 
joints, one more than I ever faw in any other bird. The Ruf- 
fians call them Semi Sazflienoi (feven fathom), from the extreme 
lengtii of their expanded wings. They are frequently fecn, but 
the natives have never found their nefls or eggs. When picked, 
it appeared very like a large turkey, and, to our depraved tafles, 
was not inferior in quality when dreffed. Eagles arc numerous, 
as are alfo the glupyfh, which I take to be rennant’s foolifli 
guillemot. 
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The only animals that I faw were foxes and mice ; the latter, 

I obferved, generally chofe the fouthern lidc of the mountains for 
their burrowing places, and the frefli ground thrown up by them 
tvere the fpots from which I collected the wild crefles. 

The morning of the ill of April 1792 being clear, I roved 
about the fouth fide of the mountains vo enjoy the fun, which 
we had not feen ten times fince our arrival on this ifland. Du- 
ring my w^alk, I fiiw, at the entrance to one of the moufeholes, a 
confiderable quantity of edible roots : thefe confifted of makar- 
fhine, farana, and another root unknown to me, about the fize 
of a eoffec bean (but few of them) : the quantity might be about 
ten pounds weight, thus brought into the fun to dry by the mice, 
more provident than the human part of the inhabitants of this 
ifland. I alfo noticed, for the fir ft time, that the fweet plant of 
Kamtfliatka, the kutagernik, or wild angelica, the broad-leafed 
forrcl, and kiprey, were breaking through the earth. The other 
produ(ftions of the ifland are, the ground willow, already dc- 
feribed (but not a Angle tree of any denomination whatever, nor 
(does any of the iflands weft of Kadiak produce a tree of any 
kind : this I can pofitively aflfert) ; two berry-bearing bulhes, the 
tlhcrnika and golubnika, about eighteen inches high, on the 
fouthern fide of the mountains, and in fuch plaees as are Ihelter- 
ed from the north winds ; the mountains alfo produce the fliik- 
fhu, or ficcha, and wortle-berry. The vallies yield rafpberries, 
white, large, and of a watery tafte. The edible roots are, farana, 
makarfliina, and the root of the lupin j this plant bears a more 
beautiful flower than in Europe: the kutagernik is fometimes 
ufed for food, mixed with fifli Ipawn, I believe on account of its 
bitter flavour. - Wild muftard was plenty about the old habita- 
tions. 
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tions. The grafs is coarfe and rufliy ; I am inclined, however, 
to think its quality fucculent ; for it appears to me of the fame 
kind as grows about the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul in 
KamtOiatka, of w'hich the cattle are very fond, and it fattens them 
extremely. The foil is not deep, but black and fine, unmixed 
with clay or loam. It was with great difficulty that we procured, 
near the fource of a rivulet, a fufficient quantity of clay to ufe as 
cement to our ovens, built with the ftones collected on the fca- 
fhorc. Here are no rivers j but feveral rivulets, or fmall rills of 
water, run into the fea. There are two extinguiflied volcanoes on 
this ifland; and near one of thefe there was formerly a hot fpring, 
but it is now buried under ftones fallen from the mountain, which 
produces abundance of native fulphur. Earthquakes are frequent, 
and, by the account of the natives, fometimes very violent. 

The fea produces, befidc the fifti already mentioned, whales,, 
grampufles (kofatki), porpoifes (fvvinki), the fea lion (fivutfha), 
and tlie urfinc fcal (kotic) ; the two latter ufed to pafs this ifland in 
great herds late in the autumn ; but they have not appeared the 
two laft years, which I attribute to the havock made among them 
by the hunters on the iflands difeovered by Pribuiloft' to the 
north of Oonalafhka. Sea otters are almoft forgotten here j but 
they fometimes appear on the rocky iflands off Atcha, 

I (hall now return to our focicty. We had but little to do 
during the prefent year. Our foraging parties met with very ill 
fuccefs, although they were of material affiftance with the little 
fire wood that they obtained. They could not ihoot .any game, 
which I aferibe to their being too numerous and noify : for I was 
fuccefsful when 1 went out alone, but found the v/ild fowl ex- 
ceedingly fliy. We experienced a conftant fucceffion of mifl.s 
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and fogs j fometimes during the night the ftars appeared ; we 
had frequent gales of wind, and very ftrong, and encountered 
one hurricane, which, probably owing to the furrounding lofty 
mountains, aded like a whirlwind upon our vcflels, carried the 
Black Eagle on fliore, and, catching the Slava Ruflia, all her 
cables parted like pack-thread at one inftant ; but, notwithftand- 
ing flie was at the mercy of the gale, and in great motion in the 
eddy of the wind, its oppofite currents only drove her a fliort 
diftance along the bafin, and back again. Wc expeded her every 
moment on the rocks ; the violence of the hurricane, however, 
abated, and we again got her to the old moorings, without having 
received any damage. Several of our men were laid up with the 
feurvy towards the end of the year, and we buried one young 
man, whofe death was occafioned by this diforder j he had re- 
ilded on Ihore from the time of our arrival. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Deplorable Jlate of the Party under the PffeBs of the Scurvy\—^ 
Attention and Services of the Natives. — Sketch of the Rcligiom 
Notions^ Government., Aj ts., Manners, "iAc. of the Natives of th" 
Aleut an Ifands. — Mode in which the Ruffian Hunters carry on 
their Concerns. — ^it the 'If and, and arrive at Si. Peter and St. 
Paul. — Find there the Alcyon, Captain Barkley, from Bengal, 
who, though having on hoard Articles of the frf Necefity, which 
be offered at a very low Price, was forced to return without hav- 
ing difpofed of any. — RefeHiojis of the Author on Ventures of thh 
kind. — Better Succefs of a former Adventurer, Captain William 
Peters, in 1786. 

The year 1792 had commenced with the mofl: inaufpicious 
profpedls that the imagination can conceive : except myfelf, 1 
believe, every one of our Company was afFedcd more or lefs with 
the feurvy ; fome without any other outward marks than a fallow 
complexion, accompanied with Ihortnefs of breath, and an ex- 
treme lallitude of the whole frame, which prevented their taking 
ordinary exercife, or even walking far; fome had fmall livid 
pimples all over the body, particularly about the legs, with fore- 
nefs and violent itching ; fome had large livid blotches on their 
legs, arms, and other parts of the body ; fome were bloated all 
over, and almoft all had their gums fwollen to fuch a degree, that 
they nearly hid their teeth. Thus fituated, it was w ith difficulty 
that we could muftcr able hands enough to hoift a calk of water 
on board. 
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The natives exerted themfelves to procure fifh j and, when the 
weather prevented their aquatic cxcurfions, they collided bundles 
of willows for firing. The bufinefs allotted to me was, the re- 
ceiving of tribute from the Aleutans, diftributing prefents, and giv- 
ing returns for whatever they brought us. When not employed 
about this bufinefs, I was ftrolling over the mountains gathering 
crefles, or at low water along the fea-fhore, fifhing among the 
rocks, or getting limpets, mufcles, &c. The birds were fo fhy, 
that I could but feldom fucceed in fliooting any, I was always 
alone ; for, though feveral gentlemen frequently attempted to 
walk wnth me, they very foon became tired, and returned, leaving 
me to purfuc my folitary perambulation. 

The profped before us grew more melancholy as the feafon for 
our departure advanced. More than three-fourths of our Com- 
pany were confined to their hammocks by the feurvy ; but our 
Surgeon, Allegretti, was among the number of thofe who, with the 
afilftance of crutches, were enabled to move from place to place ; 
and he, with Mr. Bakulin, was taken into our hut. Notwithftand- 
ing every pofllblc method was adopted by our furgeons to check 
this diforder, it raged with unabated violence ; and, toward the 
latter end of the month of February, we fometimes buried three 
men in one day ; and the moft athletic in appearance were the 
earlieft vidims. It was equally deftruftive to thofe who dwelt 
on fltore, as to thofe whofe birth was on board Ihip; At this 
time we began to doubt the poffibility of ever leaving the ifland. 
1 ftill continued my walks, but found fome difficulty in rambling 
over the mountains : it certainly fatigued me more than ufual ; 
but I did not on that account Ihorten my excurfions. 


Early. 
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Early in the month of March, the wind, which had hitherto 
blown from the northern quarters, veered to the fouthward ; 
although rainy and mifty weather continued during the day, 
the fogs were lefs, and the nights more clear. We now obferved, to 
our inexpreflible joy, that the mortality ceafed ; that thofe who 
were violently afflidted with the fcurvy did not get worfe, and 
that no more were laid up ; and, foon after, appearances indicated 
returning health. The inhabitants of the ifland, with the natives 
who brought us their tribute, alfo fupplied us with abundance of 
halibut and cod ; the wild muftard growing about the habitations 
was gathered, and diftributed to the different meffes j and wc 
again revived, in hopes of better days than this ifland could 
afford. 

During the winter, I had- frequent opportunities of reading my 
vocabulary (taken in 1 790 in the ifland Sithanak) to the natives, 
who underftood every word ; and, therefore, I think I may ven- 
ture to pronounce it pretty corre£t : on all the Aleutan iflands 
the th is pronounced exactly as in England. 

Of their religion I am not able to give fo particular an account 
as I could wifh, owing to their extreme fuperftition ; for they 
believe, that the kugahs, or demons, of the Ruffians are more 
powerful than theirs; and that, ever fmee thefe vifitors came 
among them, they have been fubjefted to the gveateft flavery and 
diftrefs ; that if they have only mentioned their real name, it has 
been a fufficient means to lead to their difeovery and torment. 
“ Some of us have even adopted their method of worfliip in 
“ hopes of foliciting the protection of their kugahs, but without 

*■ I have here taken the very words of the Alcute interpreter Elifcy, who was elirillctsed ; 
Co which ceremony he alludes. 

“ producing 
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“ producing any falutary effedts,” The natives Imagine, that 
the curiofity which their vifitors exprefled of feeing every cere- 
mony was merely wdth a view of infulting their kugalis, and in- 
ducing them to withdraw their protedion j by which means they 
fuppofe them to have fucceeded in compelling fubmiifion. The 
want of employment for their minds increafes their fuperftition, 
and they carefully avoid difeovering their magicians, or explain- 
ing any meaning in their ceremonies. They ftill obferve their 
annual dance in mallcs, and with painted faces ; the mafles are 
called kugahs ; and I difeovered, that fome particular ornaments 
of their drefs ufed upon this occafion were regarded as charms, 
having power to prevent any fatal accidents, either in the chafe or 
in their wars ; but in the latter they now never engage. We 
were informed that the greater part of the inhabitants of Sitha- 
nak had been vidims to illnefs Ihortly after we left the ifland 
in 1790. 

According to the beft intelligence that I could obtain of the 
population of all the Aleutan iflands, the number of males (in- 
cluding children) does not exceed eleven hundred, of which num- 
ber about five hundred of the moft adive are employed by dif- 
ferent parties of Ruffian promyfhleniki, or hunters. Formerly, 
one village on this ifland contained more than the above num- 
ber. At that time they had one chief prefiding over the whole 
ifland, whom they called Kikagadogok, being chofen by the na- 
tives from among the Tokok * or Dogok, chiefs of villages (for 
it is pronounced both ways at different iflands). The reft are 
vaffals, diftinguifhed by the name of Talha, They fay, that 

* I have obferved, that the chiefs of villages are called by fome of the Ruffians Tookoo; 
by others Toyon. Whence they obtained the name of Tookoo I know not ; but Toyon,^ 
or Tolgon; is tlic proper Yakut name for Chief* 
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mankind were the offspring of dogs by the command of Aghn- 
guk ; and that all of them came from the weft, where they fup- 
pofe there exifts an immcnfe and very populous country. 

Although they formerly had places wherein to depoftt the pro- 
duce of the chafe, they never were accuftomed to lay in a ftock 
for the winter ; for they only preferved their food until it came 
to their turn to feaft. As, however, at that time, the iflands were 
populous, and their villages extenfive, this method was nearly 
the fame thing ; for the different villages villted each other in re- 
gular rotation, and were guefts until the whole quantity that they 
had colledled was exhaufted, which was not till their fifhing fea- 
fon re-commenced, when their magicians and the kikaga-dogok 
were confulted, and commenced their incantations for new fuc- 
cefs in the enfuing fcafon, affuring their kugahs that nothing had 
been wafted of their former bounty. 

They fifti with bone hooks. The lines are either a remarkable 
fpecies of fea-weed * feventy fathom long, or the fins of whales cut 
very thin and even f. Their darts for animals are coloured, fome 
red and others black ; for they have different coloured paints, or 
earths, which they mix with oils of filh ; as white, blue, red, and 
black. Thefe they obtain from a mountain near the village Ama- 
da ; but where that is fituated I know not. 

The capacity of the natives of thefe iflands infinitely furpaffes 
every idea that 1 had formed of the abilities of favages. The or- 

* A fpccimen of which is now in the polTeffion of DoAor Rogers, with feveral other 
Aleutan curiofities. 

f The natives, when fifhtng for halibut in 70 or 80 fathom water, frequently haul up 
with the line beautiful white fticks and their roots. Thefe arc from fix to eight feet long, 
very thin, and without bark or branch. When firft taken out of the water they are as 
elaftic as whalebone ; but, when kept a conliderable length of timci they reiemble white 
£oral, and are brittle. 
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der eftablilhed among them, and their fubordination to fuch chiefs 
as they have felefted for their rulers, certainly originate from 
principles of adoration which they poflefs for an exiiling invifible 
Superiority, and govern their condudl with that propriety which 
feems moft likely to attain fecurity and protedlion, both in this 
world and in the next ; for they firmly believe in another world, 
and imagine that fuch as live in conformity to the will of Aghu- 
guk will there obtain all neceflaries with little trouble, and not 
be under the control of the kugah. Their behaviour, therefore, 
is not rude and barbarous, but mild, polite, and hofpitable. At 
the fame time, the beauty, proportion, and art with which they 
make their boats, inftruments, and apparel, evince that they by no 
means deferve to be termed ftupid j an epithet fo liberally be- 
llowed upon thofe whom Europeans call favages. It is much to 
be lamented, that they are under the fway of the roving hunt- 
ers, who are infinitely more favage than any tribes that I have 
hitherto met with j nor do I fee any means of checking their 
outrages j for the authority of government can never reach thefe 
diftant regions : the only profpeft of relief appears to me to con- 
fift in the total extirpation of the animals of the chafe ; and I 
think I may venture to fay, from the daily havock made among 
them, that a very few years will ferve to complete this bufihefs. 

As I have fo frequently mentioned the hunters, a fuccin<ll; ac- 
count of their proceedings may perhaps not prove uninterefting 

to my readers. 

* 

Their galliots are conftru£led at Ochotfk, or at Neizlhni Kamt- 
fhatka ; and government, with a view of encouraging trade, have 
ordered the commandants of thofe places to afford as much alliff- 
ance as they can to the adventurers ; befide which, the materiab 
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of the very frequently wrecked tranfport veffels, though loft to 
government, are found the chief means of fitting out fuch an en- 
terprife, and greatly leflen the expence, '^he failors agree to the 
dlftribution of fo many pais {(hares) among them, in lieu of 
wages : thus their veffels are procured and manned. The cargo 
confifts of about five hundred weight of tobacco ; one hundred 
weight of glafs beads ; perhaps a dozen fpare hatchets, and a few 
fuperfluous knives of very bad quality ; an immenfe number of 
kleptfi (traps for foxes), and a fmall ftock of provifion, confifting 
of a few hams, a little rancid butter, a few bags of rye and wdieai 
flour for holidays (for they do not make a praftice of eating 
bread every day), and a confiderable quantity of dried and faked 
falmon. They are alfo fupplied with a few rifle-barreled guns, 
and a quantity of ammunition, for their defence againft the na- 
tives. 

Being thus equipped, w'ith (“ Bozfhe Pomotfli”) God’s help 
they go to fea. Upon their arrival at any of the inhabited Aleu- 
tan iflands, they formerly ufed to take a number of women and 
a few men as hoftages ; but now they take poffelfion of the vil- 
lage, and, after hauling their veffel on ftiorc, diftribute their 
kleptfi to the natives to catch foxes, and fend out parties to col- 
left firing, to fifli, and to chafe fea animals. Some of the hunters 
go to the contiguous iflands, and exaft the fame obedience from 
all, while they themfelves live in indolence and eafe. The articles 
of trade, as they call them, are given in fmall quantities to the 
women, to fecure their attachraeut^ and the men are fonietimes 
rewarded for a hard day^ work with a leaf of tobacco. 

Ever fince Shclikoff formed his eftablilhment at . Kadiak, no 
other companies have dared venture to the call of Shumagin’s 

N n 2 ifland. 
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ifland. I am inclined to think that Suchanin’s veflel will be the 
laft that will attempt to vitit thefe iflands for furs ; and probably 
he will obtain hardly any other than foxes\ which are ftill here 
in conAderable numbers, and even refort to the villages in cold 
nights in queft of prey. 

Shelikofif has formed a projeA to obtain the foie privilege of 
carrying on this trade without a rival ; and he will probably, one 
day or other, fucceed ; but not before the fcarcity of furs ledens 
the value of this trade, and renders a frefli capital neceOary for 
making new excurAons to difeover other fources of commerce, 
or rather of wealth ; then the directors of the prefent concern will 
explore the regions of America ; and, if nothing advantageous 
occurs, they will, doubtlefs, retire from the concern, fecure in 
their poAeffions, and leave the new members to purfue the under- 
taking. 

During the month of March the feurvy feemed perfeftly at a 
{land, neither increaAng nor diminifhing materially upon the af- 
Ai£led ; but early in April, when the new plants produced a fup- 
ply of vegetables, thofe Ack who had ufed crutches were enabled 
to relinquilh them, and willingly gave them up to fuch as began 
to creep out of their hammocks. The weather, though it con- 
tinued hazy, was drier than it had been ever Ance our arrival. 

We now began making preparations to leave this fatal ifland ; 
when we difeovered that our fails, cordage, and rigging of every 
kind, had fuifered from the climate as much as our {hip’s com- 
pany j every thing was quite rotten, and our vefTels very foul. 
Captain Hall, who had now the command, took charge of the 
Slava Roflie, and Captain Saretiheif went to the Black Eagle. 

lo Notwith- 
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Notwkhftanding every individual exerted himfelf to the utmoft 
of his abilities, however, we were not ready to depart before the 
middle of Mav. 

We had received, as tribute from about five hundred of the 
natives of the Aleutan iflands, a dozen fea otters’ Ikins, and of 
fox fkins, I believe, near fix hundred of different forts ; in return 
for which, we had diftributed all our trinkets and tobacco. The 
extreme poverty of this place prevented our obtaining any articles 
of value for ourfclves : we procured, indeed, a few curiofities, but 
nothing elfe. 

On the 16th of May our veffels were hauled into the outer 
bay. We were now elated at the profpedl of once more revifit- 
ing Kamtlhatka, after the melancholy fenfations that we had en- 
dured for eight months and fixteen days, paffed in one continual 
ftate of anxiety upon this ifland, the grave of feventeen of our 
ftoutefi: hands ; where, during the whole of our ftay, we had only 
been cheered eighteen times with the fight of the fun, and never 
experienced one clear day. On the 17th we failed out of the 
Bay of Amoknak, and the fame day faw the very remarkable fo- 
litary rock, refembling a pillar, fituated about 30 miles north of 
the eaftern point of Oomnak. 

Nothing remarkable happened during our paffage to Kamtfhat- 
ka. We loft fight of the Black Eagle the 7th of June ; and on 
the fame day law an ifland, which we took for Semi Sopoflmi, 
burning in feveral places, particularly toward the fouthern ex- 
tremity. On the 16th, after encountering a few contrary gales 
and baffling calms, we arrived in the bay of Avatlha, in a very 
tluck fog (which fell upon us at the mouth of the bay), and came 

to 
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to anchor near the entrance into the inner harbour of St. Peter 
and St. Paul, without being able to fee any land *. 

Notwithftanding we were as lilent as poflible on board, with a 
view of furprifing the inhabitants when the weather became a 
little clear, we had not lain long before we heard a boat rowing 
towards the veffel j and were fliortly after amazed at feeing an 
Englilh pinnace coming along-fide, with Captain Charles William 
Barkley in it, whofe veflel, the Alcyon, from Bengal, was at an- 
chor in the inner harbour on a trading voyage. His cargo con- 
fided of articles that were invaluable in this part of the world ; 
particularly in a port fo eligibly fituated for encouraging com- 
mercial undertakings ; namely, iron in bars, anchors, cables, and 
cordage, with various kinds of ironmongery wares, and a confi- 
derable dock of rum. Notwithdanding this, the commander of 
the port having neither authority nor refolution to fccure a pur- 
chafe for account of government ; and the traders of this penin- 
fula (who dile themfelves merchants) being merely a fet of rov- 
ing pedlars, without either capital or credit (and, what is dill 
worfe, without principles to fecure either) ; Captain Barkley was 
neceditated to take thefe articles back again, although they were 
offered at lefs than one third of the charges of tranfporting fuch 
commodities from the manufadfories in Siberia. 

A man who has refolution to drike out a new line of commerce, 
or rather to feek a new fource of trade, in parts of the world 
fo little known as are thefe regions, at the fame time unacquaint- 
ed with the language and with the wants of the inhabitants, is 
rather threatened with lofs, than flattered with profpefts of profit. 


* Captain Saretfheff, in the Bbck Eaglci arrived on the i9th» 
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in the firft attempt ; and nothing ftiort of enthufiaftic hope of fu* 
ture advantages can compenfate for the degree of anxiety that he 
mull fuffer. Such a man, moft certainly, merits all the encou- 
ragement that the government can give him, which is fure to be 
eventually benefited by his fuccefs. Confidering thefe circum- 
ftances, and that the two veflels employed in our expedition were 
in the greateft need of entire new rigging, anchors, &c. the pre- 
fent favourable opportunity of ferving Captain Barkley by clear- 
ing his (hip was a fecondary confideration, compared to the ad- 
vantages which government would have derived from fo valuable 
an acquifition of the moft neceffary articles that the port could 
poflefs. This I reprefented to the governor of the port, and to 
the commanding officers of our expedition; but both equally 
feared to aft without pofitive orders. In other refpefts, however, 
we gave him all the affiftance in our power. Captain Barkley 
was accompanied by his lady, and a fon of about feven years old. 
Their behaviour was very polite, and particularly pleating to us. 
I lament that we were not able to make them equal returns, but 
flatter myfelf that they were fatistied with our endeavours. The 
extreme poverty of the place, and the miferable tituation that we 
were in, muft have been fufficient in their eyes to prove an excufe 
for us. They left this place the ift July O. S. 

Captain William Peters, who arrived here on the 9th Auguft 
1786, was more fortunate in the difpofal of his cargo, owing to 
a mere accident that befel the only man in this part of the world 
who had a capital and an eftablifhed credit in Mofeow, which ca- 
pacitated him to become a purchafer ; I mean Gregory Shelikoff, 
who failed the 2 2d May of the fame year from his cftablifhment 
in Kadiak for the port of Ochotfk, with a cargo of furs. Contrary 
winds prevented his arrival at the Kuril iflands till the 30th July, 

which 
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which alfo detained him here eight days. Still continuing weff- 
crly, he refolved to fteer for the bay of TIhekafkoi, at the eftuary 
of the Bolflioia Reka, on the weft fide of Kamtlhatka, to purchafe 
a fiipply of frefh fifli. When he arrived off this place he call 
anchor, and went on fliore with the fhip’s boat, which he imme- 
diately fent back again. Having purchafed" fifli, his intention 
was, to return to the veffel ; but a fudden fquall drove her out to 
fea ; and, as the crew were all ill of the fcurvy, Shelikoff conclud- 
ed that they would make the beft of their way to Ochotflc. He 
himfelf went to Bolflioiretfk, where he arrived on the 15th Au- 
guft, and bought three horfes to travel by land to Ochotfle. While 
he was there, intelligence was received of the arrival of an 
Englifti fliip at the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, for which 
place he immediately fet out. He arrived on the 23d of the 
fame month, and was well received by the Englilh ; for his own 
account is as follows : 

** When the Englifti obferved my arrival, fome of them imme- 
** diately came on fliore in their boat. The captain and two ofli- 
“ cers met us in a very friendly manner, and invited us to go 
“ on board their veffel, where they fliewed me famples of their 
“ goods, and faid that they had letters from the Eaft India Com- 
pany to the commander of Kamtfliatka, in which the company 
“ expreffed a defire of opening a trade with Ruffia, and requefted 
permiftion. I endeavoured to difeover whence they came, and 
“ the courfe that they had fleered ; for they did not conceal their 
“ charts from me. I heard that they were from Bengal, which 
** place they left, according to our ftile, on the 20th March ; 
“ failed the 16th April from Malacca; arrived the 29th May at 
Canton ; left it the 28th July, and arrived here the 9th Auguft. 
“ They were three officers and a Portuguefe. The crew confift- 
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“ ed of Engliftimen, Indians, Arabs, and Chinefe: in all, 70, 
“ The vcflel was built entirely of mahogany, had two mails and 
“ twenty-eight fails ; was fheathed with copper to the gunnel, 
“ and mounted twelve guns. 

“ After fupper. Captain Peters with his officers conduced me 
“ on ffiore ; but we deferred trading till the arrival of the com- 
“ mander of Kamtlhatka, Baron Von Steinheil, who came on 
“ the 25th, and aded as interpreter, fpcaking the French lan- 
“ guage. They bound themfelvcs to pay duty, according to the 
“ claims of government ; I gave them a lill of articles wanted 
“ here, for their future government; purchafed goods to the 
“ amount of 6611 rubles; paid in part 1000 rubles, and gave 
“ bills upon Molco at two months’ fight, bearing interell till paid, 
“ at the rate of fix per cent. On the 3d September I took leave 
“ of the Engliflimen, who intended to fail the next day. On 
** the 8th I arrived wdth my goods at Bollheiretfk, where I im- 
“ mediately fold the wffiole for upwards of 10,000 rubles in 
“ ready money.” 

Captain Peters was afterwards wrecked upon Bering’s illand, 
and only two of the crew faved (a Portuguefe and a Lafcar). 
Thefe travelled with me in the Autumn of 1788 from Ochotfk 
to Yakutfk, in their way to St. Pcterlburg. The Portuj uefe told 
me, that Captain Peters v, anted to load his fhip with copper, 
which he had a notion that he might colled at Bering’s or Cop- 
per ifland. In all probability he was mifled by the exaggerated 
accounts of the quantities of copper found upon thofe illands. 

O o 
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CHAP. XX. 

A Part of the Company fail^ tinder Captains Hall and Saretfeff^ 
for Ocbotjk.— Intelligence received from Captain BUlings and bis 
P arty ‘Letter from Mr, Main to the Author^ giving a brief 
Sketch of their Stpferings, — An alarming Earthquake. — La Ela- 
viOf a French Sbip^ arrives with jpiritiious Liquors and other 
Articles, 

The impofiibility of entering the port of Ochotik with our 
large velTel compelled us to take the refolution of laying her up 
in Kamtihatka, and waiting (for our deliverance) the arrival of 
the tTanfport-veflel with the annual fupply of provifion for the 
peninfula. As, however, our company was too numerous to em- 
bark in one of thefe galliots, Captains Hall and Saretlheff deter- 
mined to fail with as many as they could take on board the 
Tfhernoi Orel. They were ready early in the month of July ; 
but eafterly winds prevented their departure until towards the 
latter end of the month, when they fet fail with an intention of 
exploring the Kuril iflands and the coaft of China to Ochotlk 

Shortly after their departure, we received intelligence from 
Captain Billings, of his fafe arrival at the river Angarka, after en- 
countering die greateft difficulties, and fuifering innumerable 


* They were prevented executing this undertaking by contrary winds, which detained 
them at the Kuril iflands till late in Auguft, when they thought it more advifable to fail 
aliredk for Oebotfle 


hardlhips 



TO IHE EASTERN OCEAN, &c. 283 

harddilps from the Tflxutfki, I received a letter from Mr. Main, 
of which the following is a copy : 


“ Dear Sauer, 

I fhould think it a fpecies of ingratitude to let ffip an oppor> 
tunity of writing to you, to inform you of our fafe arrival at the 
river Angarka * on the 15th inllant, after undergoing every 
thing that is bad during the fpace of tix months and two days ; 
fuffering by the moft violent frofts, without Ihelter from the bleak 
north winds ; owing to this barren country not producing the 
leaft bit of wood, except when we fell in with rivers that afforded 
on their borders fbme creeping willows. We were therefore 
obliged to put up with the frozen meat of deer, and whales and 
fea-horfe flefli, raw j and even with thefe the Tlhutfki fed us 
very fcantily, not only almoft ftarving us, but at the fame time 
robbing us daily before our faces. ’ They alfo formed two plots, 
at different places, to murder the Captain and our whole party ; 
but God Almighty prevented their laying violent hands upon us ; 
and wc have great reafon to thank our Maker that we are now 
quite out of their power, and getting ready to fet out for the 
Lower Kovima, for which place we depart to-morrow morning, 
accompanied by Mr. Bander f, whom we found here waiting the 
arrival of the Tlhutlki. 


* The river Angarka is of no great extent. It eommentes near Ike fource of the river 
Tfhaoon, or Tfhaun ; and, taking a contrary direftton,. flows into the Suckoi Annui^ the 
latter difeharging itfelf into the Kovimai oppofite the vOlag^ of Neizfhni. 

f Mr. Bander is the Ifpravnik, or Captain of the diitridt of Zadiiver/k. His bufincrsv 
on the Angarka was to collect tribute from the Tihutfki. This gentleman’s name lias oc- 
curred frequently in the former part of this work ; but} having always mentioned it from 
memoryi L]|^avc been led into a miftakCf in fpelling it Bonnari inficad of Bander. 

O o a “ I affure 
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I aflure you, that I very often curfcd the hour wherein I 
left the Slava Roffic^ having been obliged ever fince that time to 
bear with patience the abufes of the wdideft of favages, and ex- 
peding death daily. 

“ I have a great deal to communicate, but mud delay it till a 
future day, being too much confufed at prefent with the l)u'iaL:i'c> 
of packing up, and joy at feeing our old acquaintance IMr. Ban- 
der, who travclvS at all times with a great dock of good things ; 
and, as w'e have had no fpirits now for thefe fix mouths, a little 
drop makes us very merry. Let me, therefore, conclude with 
afluring you, that I remain ever, 

“ Dear Sauer, 

“ Your fincere friend, 

“ John Main, 

« The River Angarka, 

21 ft February 1792.*’ 


Several other letters mentioned that the Tlhutfki had deftroyed 
their meafuring lines, and their writing materials, and abfolutely 
prohibited the taking of any notes, or making remarks; which, 
however, without thefe violent reftriftions, was rendered iinpof* 
fible by the fevere froft and driven fnow, which completely pre- 
vented their obferving the lakes from the land ; and as they did 
not approach the fea-Ihore any where, except the Bays of Mel- 
fhikma and Klutflienie * (the latter was frozen at the time, and 
from hence their courfe was weft to the Angarka), they had not 
obtained any knowledge from their own obfervations of the fitu- 
ation of Shalatikoi Promontory, the Tfhaun Bay, or the direSion 
of the coaft of the Icy Sea between the eaftern promontory and 

* The mouth of this bay is at Captain Cook’s Cape North. 


the 
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the farthcR place obferved in 1787, in our excurfion to the Icy 
Sea ; namely, 30 miles eaft of Barannoi Kanien, the cape called 
by Shalauroff Pefoflinoi Muys. 

The letters mentioned, that Captain Billings’s intentions were 
to go immediately to Yakutfic. He alfo dcfired, in his pa- 
pers to the Command, that I would make all poffible hafte to 
join him at the above-mentioned place. 

We were in daily expeflation of the arrival of the tranfport 
veffel j and our Company confilled of 
Capt. Bering, 

Mr. BakofT, | 

Bakulin, y of the Expedition ; 

Robeck, | 

And myfelf, J 

befides the commander of the harbour, Major SchmalefF, and his 
Afliftant Enfign Roftergueff. All the reft of our neighbours were 
petty officers, failors, and Coifacs. 

As my bufinefs did not confine me to the harbour of St. Peter 
and St. Paul, I refided chiefly at Paratounka, and made frequent 
excurfions on the chafe with the Kamtflradals, fometimes for eight 
or ten days together, in the woods, and roving about the moun- 
tains at no great diftance fouth of the Bay of Avatfha. I faw 
bears in great numbers, wolves, foxes, and a few deer ; but could 
only kill the former, as we had no dogs with us to run the other 
animals down. Hares alfo were in great plenty, but extremely 

ffiy. 

On the iith Auguft, in the harbour of St. PefCr and St. Paul, 
I obferved a number of fwallows flying about, apparently much 

3 ' frightened. 
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frightened. They were red breafted, a fpecics never remembered 
to have been feen here j and the inhabitants immediately pre- 
di«^led fome remarkable event ; they' were, however, only feen 
during the morning. The next morning, about five o’clock, we 
were alarmed by a violent fliock of an earthquake, preceded by a 
rumbling noife, little fhort of thunder. Tire motion of the earUi 
was undulatory for nearly the fpace of a minute. I was drefling 
myfelf, and was thrown down, which induced me to get out of 
the houfe as quickly as pollible. The water in the bay was agU 
tated like a boiling cauldron. The (hock came from the north- 
call, and appeared to me to continue upwards of two minutes 
but other gentlemen were of opinion that it did not lail more than 
one. A failor, one of the watchmen on board the ihip, was 
thrown out of his hammock. At Paratounca it was more vio- 
lent ; the earth opened in many places, and water and fand were 
thrown up to a confiderable height; all the buildings in the 
village were more or lefs damaged; one halagan, was thrown 
down ; fome of the ovens (the only brick-work about the build- 
ings) were alfo lhaken in; and all the paintings, &c. in the 
church, except Captain Clerke’s efcutcheon, were thrown from 
iheir faftenings. 

At Neizlhni Kamtihatka the inhabitants were extremety terri- 
fied ; nor could they explain whether the noife or the Ihock 
preceded. The iituation of the town is on a neck of land formed 
by the difiiharge of the Raduga, a confiderable river,, into the 
Kamtfiiatka ; the bed of the former was dry, and the inhabitanta 
ran acrofs it toward the mountains. They, as well as the cattle,, 
were thrown down ; and the continuance of the trembling was, 
according to their account, near an hour ; the earth opened in 
many places, and funk confiderably in fome. The volcano Klut- 

ihefskoi 
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fhefskoi emitted a vail column of black fmoke j a nolfc like thun- 
der Teemed to iflfue from the bowels of the earth ; the bells of 
the two churches rang violently ; and the howling of the dogs, and 
Tcreams of the people, TurpafTed all defcription, for the latter ex- 
pected every moment to fee the complete deftrudlion of the town. 
But when the Riock was over, the loft water of the river re- 
fumed its former channel, and the inhabitants returned to their 
dwellings. Not a (ingle brick chimney or oven was left ftand- 
ing. The altar of one of the churches * was feparated from it 
about a foot, inclining a contrary way j and the greater part of 
the balag^ps were thrown down. 

It is remarkable, that the inhabitants of the village at the foot 
of the burning mountain only heard the noife, and did not feel 
the (hock ; nor did it crofs the mountains to the weftern (hores 
of the peninfula. 


Difpatches from St. Peterfbuigh to the commander of the port 
announced the departure from France of a Rul&an fubje<d: of the 
name of Torckler on board his own veflfel, with a view of fupply- 
ing thefe diftant parts of the world with providon and every 
other neceflary, and recommended the governor’s afUftance to 
the fjud Torckler. Towards the latter end of the month of Sep- 
tember the veflel arrived, a fine new (hip of about fix hundred 
tons, copper-bottomed, and called La Flavia. Her crew confifted 

* Churclies and houfes throughout Rulfiai m all fmall towns and villages, are built of tim* 
ber; the fpars laid on one another; the ends notched to admit of their lying clofe toge- 
ther, and the interftices filled with mofs. The altars are detached fpars at the eaftern ex- 
tremity of the church, built as dofe to its body as poifible. The top of the belfry at 
NeizfhnI inclines in one dire£tion more than three feet over the foundation of the building. 
It is about 40 feet high ; and 1 think that the joiils at the end of the fpars are the only 
means of preventing its fall. 


of. 
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of, I believe, fixty men, befide officers. She carried the new 
French flag, and the officers wore the tri-coloured cockade. Mr. 
Torcklcr was the fupercargo only ; the greater part of the cargo 
confined of fpirituous liquors ; and the captain and officers were 
in every refpe^t gentlemen and men of fcience. About the time 
whea this fliip arrived, we were informed that the tranfport 
vefllel from Ochotfk was driven on fhore near the river Itfha, 
between Bolfhoiretfk and Tigil. Captain Bering and Mr. Ba- 
koff, therefore, went to that veflTel to fee if they could afford her 
any alliftance ; and I received the charge of the failors, &cc. here. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

The Penlnfula of Kamtjhatka defcribed. 

On the return of Captain Bering and Mr. BakofF toward Chrift- 
mas, I made an excurfion to Neizflini Kamtfhatka town, and re- 
turned to the harbour in the month of April j which trip, in ad- 
dition to others which I had before made, has enabled me to 
give the following account of the peninfula, 

I fhall commence my defcription at the fouthern extremity, 
which the Ruffians call the Lopatka, latitude 51°, longitude 
156^40', eaft from Greenwich; a low point of land, widening 
and rifing gradually into mountains, barren and rocky, only pro- 
ducing here and there the creeping cedar and willow, to the ex- 
tent of 40 miles. Birch trees then appear in the inconfiderable 
vallics, which are replete with lakes and runs of water rufhing 
into the fea both eaft and weft. A clufter of mountains occupy 
the whole fpace from the Lopatka to latitude 33° 5', where, in 
the neighbourhood of the village Malka, they divide into two 
branches, one trending north north-weft ; the other, which may 
be called the principal chain, leads north north-eaft. The place 
where the mountains feparate is the higheft land on the peninfula, 
and forms a barren ftony defert of 65 miles in length, in a di- 
redion north and fouth, and from 3 to 15 in width, pro- 
ducing in detached fpots brufh-wood, willows, and a very few 
fcattered and ftunted birch-trees. It is replete with fprings and 

P p brooks ; 
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brooks ; fome of which uniting, and flowing fouth and fouth- 
weft, form the Biftrea ; while others, at only a few fathoms dif- 
tance, take an oppoflte courfe, and are the fources of the river 
Kamtihatka. Ac the end of this defert, the mountains clofe with- 
in a mile or two, and a foreft of birch-trees follows to the village 
Apoufliinflc, where the river Kamchatka is navigable for fmall 
boats to its difchargc. 

From this place the face of the country aflTumes the appear- 
ance of extreme fertility. The valley widens, and the fpace be- 
tween the mountains eaft and weft is at Virchni Kamtihatka 40 
miles. The foil is deep and rich, compofed of black earth, 
mixed with fine black aihes from the burning mountains, and 
fine iron fand, which adheres to a magnet, and foig;es well with 
bar-iron, but ufed alone is very brittle. 

The produdlions of nature are, a fmall kind of wild black 
cherry (tlheromka), in great abundance ; the wood of which, being 
particularly hard, is ufed by the Kamtihadals for their guiding 
fticks to the fledges : the thickeft trees that I have feen are nine 
or ten inches in circumference. Firs, common pine and larch 
trees of extraordinary fize, with birch, poplar, afp, and moun- 
tain-afli, clothe the mountains to their fummic. The underwoods 
are, currant, dog-rofe, hawthorn, alder, and buflies producing 
berries. 

The climate is very diflPerent from that of the fouthern and 
northern parts of the peninfula, the valley being completely fliel- 
tered from the fea-breezes that chill the air in other parts, and 
prove a great check to vegetation, which commences here in the 
month of March. The feenery is beautiful beyond defcrlption, 

the 
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the river meandering through the midft of tlie valley, from 50 
to 250 yards wide, and from eight to 15 feet deep, and being 
replete with trout and every fpecies of falmon in the fcafon. This 
valley is 180 miles in length, frequently opening prolpeds of the 
Tolbatfhinik, a lofty double-headed mountain, conftantly emitting 
an immenfe column of black fmoke ; while the fecond volcano, 
Klutlhefskoi, towering to an incredible height, illuminates the 
clouds with its blaze, and affords a view awfully grand. 

Twelve verfts below Virchnoi Kamtfliatfkoi Oftrog, is the vil- 
lage called Milkovoi, inhabited by farmers fent from Siberia at 
government expence, and poffeffing particular emoluments, for 
the purpofe of growing corn and pulfc to fupply the country. 
They live uncontrolled, however, and find it eafier to accumulate 
wealth, by acting as retailers for the merchants of Kamtfliatka 
and going themfelvcs on the chafe for fables, &c. than in pur- 
fuing the more toilfome labour of cultivating the earth, which 
they neglcdt. Yet they keep gardens that produce very fine 
cabbages, potatoes, turnips, carrots, cucumbers, &c. j they alfo 
grow buck-wheat and rye for their own ufe, which yield abun- 
dantly ; and I am inclined to think that, had they a proper in- 
fpedor to fuperintend their bufinefs, they might with eafe grow 
corn enough of every kind to fupply not only the peninfula, but 
all the neighbouring country, Ochotfk, 8cc. Hemp grows re- 
markably well, which, however, I think there is no need of cul- 
tivating j for the nettle feems equally to anfwer every purpofe. 
The Kamtfhadals and Ruffians make fewing thread of it, and fa- 
bricate from it their filhing nets, which ferve them, if ufed with 
caution, and properly dried, four or five years. The procefs of 
preparing it is nearly the fame as that for hemp, but 1 think lefs 
troublefome ; the nettle grows to the height of fix and feven 

P p 2 feet; 



292 


ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION 


feet ; the fibres are much finer ; and thread of equal thicknefs rs 
ftronger tlian that made of the imported hemp. 

At Tolbalfhinfk the mountains are broken and barren ; they 
encroach upon the valley, and confidcrahly leflen its width. 
Storms are frequent between this volcano and that of Klut- 
Ihefskoi, but never reach the neighbourhood of Milhovoi, and 
the trees are confidcrahly lefs in fize ; but the country continues 
fertile as far as 30 verfts north of the village Klutfhefskoi, which 
is alfo a colony of Siberian peafants for the fame purpofe as thofe 
at Milkovoi, and who afl in the fame manner. Their proceedings 
are in fome refpeds juftifiable ; for the magiftracy at Neizflini 
exadt the fame payment from them as from the refidentiary 
merchants. The court of juftice confifts of a burgo-mafter, four 
members, or rathmen, a fecretary, writers, and watchmen ; re- 
ceiving a falary for the time they are in fervice : and frequently 
an expenfive deputation is fent to Tigil, Bollhoiretfk, Virchni, 
and fuch places as are reforted to by thefe pedlars ; fo that it is a 
matter of doubt with me, whether the culture of the earth would 
render any harveft fufficient to anfwer the payment of their 
claims. In fome years they amount to 1 8 or 20 rubles, and in 
others half as much more. 

As you approach the north, the feverity of the climate increafes j 
the foil becomes fandy and ftoney ; and the vegetable productions 
are ftunted and weak. The illhmus is fituated in latitude 59*^ 
20', and the diftance from fea to fea is here about 40 miles. The 
wideft part is from Kronotikoi Nofs to the river It£ha, about 
220 miles. 


I have 
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I have already mentioned the fituation of the town Ncizfiinoi 
Kamtfliatka, which contains 80 iPoa’s, or houfes, with two 
churches ; and its number of inhabitants, including children, 
548 fouls ; latitude 56'’ 33'. 

The w’cftern coaft of Kamtlhatka is uniformly low and fandy, 
to the diftance of about 25 to 30 miles inland, where the moun- 
tains commence. It produces only willow, alder, and mountain- 
afli, with feme fcattered patches of Runted bireh-trecs. Tlic 
runs of water into the fea from the mountains, do not deferve 
the name of rivers (except the Bolfhoia Reka), though they arc 
all well Rocked with fifli from the fea in feafon, as trout and dif- 
ferent fpecies of falmon. They are generally at the diflance of 
15 to 20 miles from each other. The Itfha and Tigil are the 
moR confiderable j and neither of thefc have a courfe, with all the 
windings, of more than 100 miles^ 

The fea is ftiallow to a confiderable diRance ; and the com- 
manders of the tranfport veffels, who never lofe fight of the ex- 
pofed coaft if they can help it, judge of their diftance from land, 
in foggy weather, by the foundings, allowing a fathom for a 
mile ; nor is there at the entrance into any of the rivers more 
than fix feet at low water, with a confiderable furf breaking on 
the fandy beach. 

The villages on this coaft are, Tigilfk, Itfliinfk, and Bolflioi- 
retfk (fituated on the Tigil, Itftia, and Bolfhoia rivers). Of thefe 
the former is the moft confiderable, containing 45 wooden 
houfes, and one church. The Ruffian charts place it in lati- 
tude 57* 55'. This, which they call a fortified town, is fur- 

rounded by wooden pdifadcs, and was built in 1 752. The num- 
ber . 
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ber of inhabitants are 338, including women and children. It- 
(hinik alfo contains a church, and about lohoufes, with 50 in- 
habitants. Boinioirctlk contains 37 lioufes, and the total number 
of inhabitants are 235. Befide thefe, there are eight inconfider- 
able villages, containing each three or four houfes, on the weft 
coaft. 

The caftern coaft is compofed of mountains, rocks, rugged 
cliffs, and bold promontories, replete with inlets, and the appear- 
ance of fuch. Their entrance, however, is blocked up by reefs 
of rocks, the openings of which are only to be entered by the 
boats of the natives. Immcnfe mafles of ftone are fcattered out 
at fea to the diftance of one, two, and three miles; fome of 
them being only difcernible by the breakers, while others tower 
to a conliderable height. The depth of the fea varies much, 
and fuddenly, from 30 to 90 fathoms, and more. Earthquakes 
are frequent, and fometimcs very violent. 

The only harbour for fliips on the whole peninfula is the Bay 
of Avatfha which is probably the fafeft and moft extenfive in 
the world. I fhall exert my utmoft ability to defcribc this 
place ; but fear that I fhall fcarcely be able to do it juftice. 

I will fuppofe myfelf approaching the coaft from the fouth- 
eaft. When firft feen, it appears ftrait and uniform, without 
bays or inlets ; the land rifing into moderate mountains, backed 
by fuch as are more lofty. Three of them, apparently united, 

* ** The term Bay, properly fpeaking, !s rather inapplicable to a place To completely 
(heltered as Avatfha ; but when it is confidered how loofe and vague fome navigators have 
been in their denominations of certain fituations of fea and land, as harbours, bays, roads, 
founds, flee, we are not fufficLently warranted to exchange a popular name, for one that may 
perhaps fcera more confillcnt with propriety.*' CcoPi la^ Voyage^ 

I 
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are very confpicuous to the north of the Bay ; the fartheft, or 
the moft weftern, is the higheft, and is conical ; the next is a 
volcano, diftinguifliable by a column of fmoke ifluing from its 
fummit, which is broken ; the third prelents feveral flat tops, 
lowering, and trending caft, from which a narrow and lofty brokcrr 
and irregular point of land extends about 15 leagues, terminating 
in a promontory called Sheeponfkoi Nofs. South of the bay aic 
two remarkably lofty mountains; that neareft the entrance, (Vi- 
luitfhefkoi Sopka) is formed like a fugar loaf ; the other, Apal- 
fkoi, is far inland, not fo lofty, and is flat on the top. On get- 
ting well in with the land, it is high, craggy, and broken, prefent- 
ing the appearance of inlets. Whcniabout the latitude of 52" 45', 
and longitude 159® 15', the entrance into the Bay of Avatfha 
difeovers itfelf, bearing north-weft by weft j fouth of which, at 
the diftance of about fourmilea, is a fmall round ifland, compofed 
of high pointed rocks, called Staritlhkovoi Oftrov. The north 
cape is a blufFhead,.with>a lightohoufe on the top of it, refembling 
a centinel’s box.. From this cape eaftward, to the diftance of three 
miles> breakers are difcernible over hidden rocks, which extend 
to the fouth about half a mile. Within the channel, are three 
detached needle rocks near the north fide : on the oppofite Ihore 
a fingle one remarkably' bulky, the top of which is- nearly flat. 
Soundings leflen from 40 to la fathom, over e ftoney bottom} 
and 10 fathom in the channel, fand and mud. 

The, entrance is in latitude 52° 51', longitude 1 58° 48', whence 
Sheeponfkoi Nofs bears eaft noith-eaft, diftant about 17 leagues. 
It forms a channel in a diredion north, north-weft four miles 
deep ; the breadth is three miles in the wideft, and two in the 
narroweft part ; both fhores rocky ; the fummits covered with 
birch trees^ mountain-alb, and hawthorn. Having paflTed this 

dunnci. 
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channel, you enter a moll magnificent bafin about 25 miles in 
circumference, completely land-locked, and every where (except 
the north-weft extremity) high, and covered with trees. As we 
advance in the bafin, commodious harbours open ; to the eaft, 
Rakivinoi, about three miles deep, and three quarters of a mile 
wide. The fouth cape is a lofty perpendicular mafs of ftone. 
Shoal water over rocks extend from the Ihore into the bay, about 
50 fathoms from fouth to north, which makes the entrance diffi- 
cult. The north cape is a high rocky fliore, with fome rocks 
that are detached ; but thefe are vifible, and not of any extent ; 
the depth within is from 13 to 3 fathoms. 

The little harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul is to the north: 
its fouth bluff cape is extremely confpicuous ; and the buildings 
upon the fpit of land before it are clearly difcernible. This har- 
bour is in every refped convenient for giving Ihips all kinds of 
repair, as alfo for obtaining fire-wood and frelh water. -If all its 
good qualities are confidered, I think it may be pronounced the 
<noft convenient in the world. Six or eight fhips of war might 
be conveniently moored in it head and ftern : the only inconve- 
nience (if it may be fo called) lies in the amazing toughnefs of 
the ground ; for if the anchor be heavy, and out any time, it will 
probably be found neceffary to heave a ftrain on the Ihip to 
weigh it. The fouth of the harbour is bounded by a narrow 
neck of low land running out from the caftern fliore in a weftern 
dire£lion, covered with wooden houfes and balagans ; at the ex- 
tremity of which is the entrance, 38 fathoms wide, and fix and a 
half deep : fhips may pafs fo clofe to this point of land, that a 
man may leap on fhore. The weft fide is a projecting narrow 
mountain of moderate height trending to the fouth, terminating 
in a bluff head, upon which is a battery of three guns, and a flag. 

From 
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From this extremity a fhoal extends fouth about 100 fathoms. 
The north, which is the head of the harbour, is bounded by a 
valley, in which are the government magazines, barracks, and the 
dwelling houfes of the commander and chief inhabitants. To 
the eaft, it is bounded by lofty mountains covered with wood to 
the very fummit ; namely, birch, mountain-alh, hawthorn, dwarf- 
cedar, rofe-buflies, &c. On this fide are feveral fprings of very 
pellucid water rulhing down the mountains into the harbour, and 
thefe are very convenient watering places. 

The bay is bounded to the north-weft by the extenfive plains of 
Avatftia, where two rivers difeharge themfelves into it ; namely, 
the Avatftia and Paratounca. At the eftuary of the former, the 
Kamtftiadals, who formerly refided in the harbour, have their 
prefent habitations j while the troops of the garrifon poflefs their 
late dwellings. 

The harbour of Tareinlk opens to the weft ; the entrance is 
about one mile in length, when it fuddenly turns to the fouih- 
eaft, extending twelve miles in length, and three in width : the 
depth is from fix to eight fathoms, mud and fand. A narrow 
neck of high land at the bottom, like an artificial partition, fe- 
parates it from the fea. This harbour, although extremely con- 
venient in its conftrudion, is not fo in its fituation ; as an eafterly 
wind is abfolutely neceflary to bring outward bound veffels into 
the bay of Avatftia where it is quite contrary ; befides, it is ex- 
pofed to the north and north -weft winds, which blow over the 
plains of Avatftia right into it, and keep it blocked up by ice 
till late in the ieafon. 


Os 


Near 
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Near the mouth of this harbour, on it? north-weft borders, is a 
valley forming a plain of about one mile and a half fquare, well 
wooded with good llzed birch trees ; a fituation which Major 
Behm thought the moft eligible of any hereabouts for a town. 
North and fouth are lofty mountains of eafy afcent, covered with 
trees to their fummit. The valley is bounded to the weft by a 
ftefti water lake of about 15 miles in circumference, well ftocked 
with llfli all the year through ; while its borders abound in dif- 
ferent kinds of berries, farana, tlheromtfha (a kind of wild garlick), 
and a variety of pot herbs. This lake is the chief fource of the 
river generally known by the name of the Paratounca, of which I 
fhall ftiortly give an account, as alfo of the other rivers. The 
remains of numerous villages in the vicinity of this lake ftrongly 
indicate the former populoufnefs of thefe parts j but they are at 
prefent overrun with bears, wolves, and hares. 

The fifli of the bay of Avatlha are, cod all the year through ; 
thornbacks, flounders, and halibuts, as foon as the ice begins to 
break ; whitings are caught all the winter by the boys and girls, 
who make a hole in the ice, lie flat upon it, and look into the 
water, holding in it a horfe-hair noofe on the end of a ftick, 
which they get round the fifli, and by thefe means haul them up 
very faft. Herrings and fmelts are the firft paflTage fifli that 
appear (the former in immenfe flioals towards the latter end of 
April), and they remain till the beginning of June : their num- 
bers, indeed, are incredible. In Cook’s laft voyage Captain King 
fays, “ The people of the Difcovery furroimded fuch an amazing 
“ quantity (of herrings) in their feine at one time, that they were 
“ obliged to throw out a very confiderable number, left the net- 

fliould be broken j and the cargo they landed was ftill fo abun- 

“ dant. 
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“ dant, that, befides having a fufficient ftock for immediate ufe, 
** they filled as many cafks as they could conveniently fpare for 
“ falling ; and, after fending on board the Refolution a tolerable 
“ quantity for the fame purpofe, they left behind feveral bufliels 
“ upon the beach.” 

On the yth June, in the inner harbour of St. Peter and St* 
Paul, I obferved, at the flood tide, a confiderable number of her- 
rings fwimming round in circles of about a fathom in diameter. 
Seeing them continue in this particular manner, I approached 
very near them, and remarked, in each of the circles, one fifli 
very clofc to the ground, upon the weeds, and apparently with- 
out motion. I could not account for this peculiarity in their 
fwimming, but thought that the weeds about the herring In the 
middle became of a very lively yellow colour. When the tide 
ebbed, and left thefe places dry, all the weeds, ftones, flicks, &c. 
were covered with fpawn about half an inch thick, which 
the dogs, gulls, crows, and magpies, were devouring with great 
avidity. Thefe Ihoals of herrings, which are purfued by feals, 
cod, &c. come in fpring and in the autumn ; there is, however, a 
confiderable difference in their fize j and I believe the fpring glut 
^re the largefl fifli. The natives and other inhabitants enfnare 
a great quantity in autumn for their dogs. 

The oil extracted from herrings is very pellucid and fweet ; it 
preferves birds’ eggs all the year quite frefli and good, as does 
alfo the oil of feals, whales, &c. 

Herrings no fooner difappear, than immenfe flioals of falmon 
pufli into the bay and up the rivers; the firfl is the fmaller fort, 
caUed the gorbufhka (or hunch-back), from a remarkable protu- 

Qji2 tuberance 
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berance which diftinguiflies this fpecies. They are in great pef- 
feAion about four or five weeks j and are no fooner in a ftate of 
decay, than another and larger fpecies follows. Thefe are fuc- 
ceeded by other forts, all of the falmon kind, until the end of 
September. I could not diftinguifli fomc forts till they were 
boiled, when the palenefs or rednefff of the flelh indicated a dif- 
ference. Tlie names of the different fpecies are, fiomga, tfhavitfha 
(both very large), gorbufhka, kaiko, krafnaia (red), and belaia 
(white). They pufh up the rivers, and get into the lakesj where 
the two latter continue all the winter, but get extremely deformed, 
crooked-backed, thin, and covered with red blotches j the upper jaw 
extends beyond the under jaw, and bends over it ; the mouth is 
full of very large teeth, and the flefh is flabby. Here are alfo 
great varieties of crabs, fca eggs, prawns, mufcles, cockles, and 
the fmall pearl oyfter. 

The plains of Avatfha, which bound the bay to the north-weft, 
extend 18 miles from eaft to weft, and 35 miles from north to 
fouth, producing at their northern extremity only a few patches 
of birch, poplar, and alders ; all the reft are marihy grounds, 
overgrown with rufhes and coarfe high graft, with fome fpots of 
oziers and alders ; the refort of myriads of water fowl, fwans, 
geefe, an amazing variety of the duck kind, and I believe every 
fpecies of fnipe. The river Avatlha runs in feveral branches 
tlirough this plain. Towards its northern extremity are an im- 
menfe number of cold fprings, that form feveral bafins of water, 
with fmall runs, uniting in a rivulet, which has a courfe towards 
the fouth of two miles, and empties itfelf into the river generally 
known by the name of the Paratounca, but which is called by 
the natives Ilmitfli j and the original Paratounca is the run from 
the fprings above mentioned, oppofite to the difeharge of which 
the village of that name is fituated. Thefe fprings do not 

freeze 
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freeze in winter, during which feafon they are frequented by 
fwans, geefe, and feveral fpccies of duck, particularly the fafka, 
or duck with a melodious note, which has induced me to ftile 
it mufical. Here they find an abundance of food, and the pulpy 
root of an aquatic plant which, in its appearance, exactly re- 
fembles the olive, but is like the chefnut in flavour : I ufed it as 
a vegetable, and thought it better than any produdlion of the 
gardens : the natives call it the farana of the geefe. 

With regard to rivers, the Kamtlhatka is the only one of any 
confequence. Its fource I have already defcribed : it flows nearly 
north to Neizflini Kamtlhatka, where it turns to the eaft fouth- 
eaft about 25 miles, and empties itfelf into a large but fliallow bay 
formed by the Kronotlkoi and Katntfliatfkoi promontories; its 
difchargc is extremely fliallow, not exceeding eight feet at high 
water, and the breakers are very violent with an eafterly breeze. 
This, however, is the only navigable river on the peninfula. 

The Bolflioia Reka has only.A courfe of 20 miles. It is formed 
by the union of the Byftrea with the Natfbeke, a little below Bol- 
flioiretlk : the former has its rife from the fprings near the fource 
of the Kamtfliatka, and takes a fweep from fouth to weft ; the 
latter commences a little fouth of the village Natflieke, and flows 
nearly weft about 100 verfts ; neither are navigable, though, 
during the fpring flood, the natives fometimes venture down 
them in their canoes, but with great difficulty, owing to ra« 
pids, &c. 

The Avatflia has alfo an interrupted and unnavigable courfe of 
70 verfts in a direction eaft fouth>eaft. The inhabitants of the 

village 
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village Koriatik, 20 miles up this river from its dlfcharge, pafg 
up and down it in their canoes, hauling them over the flats. 

The Ilmitlh, commonly called the Paratounca, has its rife from 
near the Vlluitlhilkoi Sopka (called in Cook’s lafl: voyage the 
Paratounca) ; and from a lake already defcribed near the Tarein- 
fkoi harbour, it makes a circuit of 85 verfts, and difcharges itfelf 
into the bay of Avatflia, only three miles in a direct line from its 
fourcc : it is navigable for boats all the way ; but I was fourteen 
hours in traverfing the whole of this river, from the lake, in a 
canoe. The villagers of Paratounca go on the chafe of deer, ar- 
gali, bears, &c. about the fource of this river, by paffing down 
the ftream into Tareinfki harbour, and hauling their canoes over 
the plain already mentioned into the lake. An immenfe number 
of rivulets from the mountains flow to the eaft into the ocean, 
but none of .1 are either remarkable, or have their banks in- 
habited. 


Here arc no lakes of any extent : the names of the principal 
ones are, Ofernoi, about 40 miles from Cape Lopatka ; Kronot- 
Ikoi, 20 miles fouth-eaft of Tolbatlhinlki volcano j and another 
of Icfs extent, fituatad about 40 miles north of Neizlhni Kamt- 
Ihatka, called Nerpitftxi : the natives fay that they are replete 
with fifli ; and tradition relates, that the fifh of thefe lakes had 
two heads, or that they poffelTcd legs ; and, being facred to fome 
deity or demon, thofe who prefumed to enfnare them were pu- 
niflied with misfortunes ; fome of the natives, however, feem to 
doubt the truth of this, while others lUll firmly believe it. 


Hot 
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Hot fprings are rery numerous, and feem fcattered all over 
Kamtihatka ; but thofe in the following places are the mofl; re- 
markable : 

Opaliki, or Ofernol, lltuated nearly midway between the Lo- 
patka and BoKboiretfk, about‘15 miles fouth of the Kamtfliadal 
village of Yavinik, furrounded by mountains, and at no great 
diftance from the volcano of Opalik. They occupy a valley of 
confiderable extent, and are fcattered to the diftance of fix miles, 
fome parts of which produce detached birch trees, the fweet plant, 
&c. ; but in general the foil is barren, compofed of difierent co- 
loured marl, and large ftones which appear to have been fcattered 
by eruptions of fome volcano. The largeft* hot fpring is at the 
foot * of one of the mountains^ and we heard the noife that it 
made at the diftance of near a mile before we eame to it. It is 
about fix fathom in circumference, boiling up to a confiderable 
height } the middle appears like a cauldron ; and a piece of beef 
placed in it was very weU'boiled in a ftiort time : all around, it 
bubbles up between large 'ftones ; it then divides into two ftfeams, 
which d.efcend over ftones, and unite at the bottom with a fmall 
rivulet formed by the other fprings to the north ; they flow a 
little way to the fouth, then turn weftward into the lake Ofernoi. 
About the border of thefe fprings, and the rivulet which they 
form, we obferved petrified, or rather calcarifed, foliage of the 
fweet plant, birch leaves, ftieks, &c* of a beautiful whitenefs.j but 
fo extremely delicate in their texture, that we could not preferve 
any, even in cotton j for they mouldered to duft. The Kamt- 
ftiadals fiippofe this to be the habitation of fome demon, and 
^make a trifling offering to appeafe his wrath ; without which, 
they fay, he fends, very dangerous ftorms. Our naturalift and 
Mr, Varonin, who aftended to thefe Ijprings in 1790, experienced 

14 a whirl- 
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a whirlwind, which tore their tent, and fcattercd its contents 
about, many of which were never found again. Aihes were 
fcattered upon the fnow about four inches deep, refenabling coarfe 
gunpowder, probably from the volcano Alaid (a folitary moun- 
tain in the fea, fituated about ao miles fouth-weft of the Lopatka), 
which burns violently at this time (February i 79 j). It has at 
various intervals emitted fmoke ever fince 1790* Th® oldeft in- 
habitant does not remember its having d;one fo before, although 
tradition informs them of its violent eruptions. 

Toward the fource of the Byftria, near the village Malka, are 
hot fprings, a little way up the afcent.of one of the mountains, 
which boil out of the earth in two or three places about a foot 
wide. Similar fprings are feen near the village Natiheke, but 
more extenfive, and forming in their run feveral convenient 
bathing-places. Thefe have a fulphureous fmell ; and the ftones 
taken from the bottom of the openings, where .the fprings aj^ear, 
are covered with a Ihining thin coat, which refembles filver at 
hrft, but gets dull and of a dark colour after it has been fome- 
tirae cxpofed to the air; the furrounding earth, to the diftance 
of 20 fathoms in every direction, is warm, replete with empty 
fhclls like thofe of fnails, and a tranfparent glutinous fubftance ; 
as alfo with fpots of loam, whereon any thing heavy being thrown 
finks immediately. South of thefe fp^i^gs* about the diftance of 
30 verfts, at the fource of the river Natfheke, is a fandy level 
fpot, with feveral hot fprings, the water of which is faid to be 
brackifti. 

At the diftance of 12 verfts -from the village of Paratounca, in 
a diredion north-weft, is the difi^arge of a deep rivulet of warm 
water, called K.lut£hevoia, navigable for canoes three verifs up- 
wards. 
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wards. It fprings from feveral hot water lakes in an extenfive 
plain j one of which lakes is about 100 fathoms long, and 7 
fathoms wide ; very convenient for bathing near the fhore, but 
the middle very deep, and extremely hot. About 20 fathoms 
from this is another, about 5 fathoms by 7, but exceffively hot ; 
a body of boiling water iflues through a fquare hole in a ftone at 
the eaftern extremity ; and it has a run into a cold water fpring, 
fo narrow, that you may Hand with one foot in each. Ulcers, 
old and frefli wounds, are reputed to heal from bathing in this 
water. I ufed it for tea, but the flavour was not very agreeable, 
being fomething like that of alum. The hot fprings of Shumat- 
fliik are lltuated 90 verfts north of the bay of Avatfha, and flow 
into Kronotfkoi Bay. There are feveral others, but of no note. 

The following are the principal volcanoes ; 

Opalfk : I have defcribed this mountain as feen from the fea. 
Its fltuation is near the hot fprings ; but its emiflion of columns of 
fmoke is of very recent date, and they are not conftant; nor has it 
ever been obferved to blaze. — ^Viluitfli,or Viluitlhificoi Sopka : this 
feems now completely extinguilhed : — Avatfha, 25 miles north 
of the bay, conftantly fends forth a body of fmoke from its fum- 
mit ; as does alfo Tylbatfli, and Klutflieffltoi, or Kamtfliatfkoi 
Sopka, both fituated near the river. Tylhatfli (frequently Written 
Tolballhinfk) is one of the mountains that conflitute the eaftern 
chain ; but projeds confiderably towards the river. It is more 
lofty than the reft, and has a pointed top. A little way down it, 
a (harp ridge ftretches away to the north j from this ridge, and 
the fide of the mountain where it joins, the fmoke ilfues. I have 
obferved, in a clear night, a refledion over it, refembling the 
Aurora Borealis. Klutftiefflcoi volcano may be reckoned among 
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the highcft peaks, I believe, in the world. It is fituatcd 
miles weft of Bering’s ifland, from which, however, it is diftindily 
fecn in clear weather at the time of the fun’s fetting : at leaft, I 
am afliired of this by feveral Kamtfhadals who have been on the 
ifland. This volcano is frequently fubje£t to eruptions : in 1789, 
on the 20th November, a great noife preceded an earthquake ; 
flames burft forth, with difeharges of fmall ftones and aflies : the 
trembling of the earth and the noife continued, more or le&, till 
the 23d, when it abated confiderably; but on the 15th February 
1790, it again refumed its former violenee until the 2ift: all this 
time earthquakes were felt two or three times in the courfe of 
every 24 hours. — Shevelutlh is 80 verfts north of Klutihefikoi : 
this burnt formerly ; but now it feldom happens that finoke 
ilTues from it : this volcano is the fource of two rivulets, the Ilt- 
fliutlh and Bakus, both of which flow into the Kamtfliatka. 

The number of inhabitants may be ftated as follows, men, 


women, and children : 

At the town (Neizfhnoi) - - 548 

Oftrog Tigil - - 338 

Virchnoi - - 226 

Bolflioiretlk - - 235 

And at the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul - 85 

Colonifts - - - 255 

Ruffians - . _ 1687 

Kamtfhadals - - 

Total - - 2740 


Of the natives 35 1 males only pay tribute, or, rather, are living 
on tlie lift of thofe who are tributary, according to the reviflon 

made 
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iiaaclc during the government of Mr. Rclnikin, v.ho fuccecdcd 
Major Behm. The revifor (in 1784), by i'ome unaccountable 
iniltake, has frequently noted the name of one and the fame per- 
fon as the inhabitant of two or three villages ; and from each 
village the tribute is exacted for this man. 'I'licy have made re- 
peated remonftrances, but in vain : this impofition, however, is 
the leaft of their fufferings. They are compelled to pafs the 
greater part of their time in procuring necelfarics for their vifi- 
lors. The governor makes his annual circuit round tlie penin- 
fula, and receives a prefent from every individual j the captain of 
the diftrift goes his rounds twice ; different deputations from the 
courts of juflicc, foldiers on furlough, couriers, &c. ail travel at 
the expence of the poor native, who is compelled to keep an ex- 
traordinary number of dogs for their conveyance. Government 
horfes are quartered at each village, and the inhabitants muft 
provide a flock of hay for them. Thus the Kamtfhadal fcarccly 
finds time to colled a fupply of food in the filhing fcafon for his 
own family. 

In 17C8 the fmall-pox carried oft' 5368 of the inhabitants ; and 
fmee the departure of Major Behm, the court of the interior 
(Zemfkoi Sud) has difeovered, that the Kamtfhadals are indebted 
to government the whole tribute for the unfortunate fufferers by 
that diforder, and lay claims at prefent for the debt. The na- 
tives produce receipts ; but are told, that an ukafe from Irkutfk 
claims the payment. They appointed a delegate to day their 
grievances at the feet of their fovereign j he, however, only 
reached Irkutfk, when he was promifed redrefs, and fent back 
again ; he returned laft year, and is the chief of Shapinfki village, 
a very intelligent man, and, I thought, very likely to help me to 

R r a forac 
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fome information as to their former cuftoms and religion, which 
are now quite abolilhed ; nor is their language pure. 

He told me, that the Kamtihadals called themfelves Itolmatfli 
{he fays they are the Aborigines of the place), and the defeend- 
ants of Newfteach or Newchtfliatfli, and that their God was New- 
fteachtlliitfli. Koutka is his intelligent fpirit, the meflenger of 
vengeance to their tormenting demons, and of rewards to the 
fpirits of benevolence : he travels about in an invifible carriage 
drawn by flying animals refembling mice, but fmaller than the 
human mind can conceive, and fwift as a flalh of lightning. 
“ Our Sorcerers (faid he) were obfervers of omens, and warned 
us of approaching dangers, to avert which facrifices were made 
to the demons : we were then wealthy, contented, and free.” 
He continued his diicourfe thus as nearly as I could tranflate : 
“ I think our former religion was a fort of dream, of which we 
“ now fee the reality. The Emprefs is God on earth, and her 
“ officers are our tormentors ; we facrifice all that we have to 
“ appeafe their wrath, or wants, but in vain. They have fpread 
“ diforders among us, which have deftroyed our fathers and mo- 
“ thers ; and robbed us of our wealth and our happinefs. They 
“ have left us no hopes of redrefs ; for all the wealth that we 
“ could colledl for years would not be fufficient to fecure one 
** advocate in our interefl, who dares reprefent our diftrefs to our 
” fovercign.” 

They are an honell and hofpitable race of men, extremely 
fond of mulic and of brandy. One of them, who conilantly ac- 
companied me in my aquatic excurfions, and expended every 
farthing of his money in brandy, I one day faw coming to my 
habitation ; and, to tempt him, 1 hid myfelf in an adjoining 

room, 
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room, leaving a glafs of brandy upon the table, and a bottle half 
full clofe to it, with fome fea-bifcuit. He came in, faw nobody, 
and called me, but obtained no anfwer. Upon which he advan- 
ced to the table, and fmelt to the glafs : “ It is brandy,” faid he, 
“ but I will not drink j and the bottle half full j well, I won’t 
“ tafte you ; but I’ll go and feek matter, and fcold him for 
“ leaving you in this manner. I’ll juft fmell again, and go.” — 
1 ftepped out of window into the garden, and went to meet him ; 
when he accotted me in the following manner : “ I have been 
“ into your room and faw a glafs full of brandy ; perhaps you 
“ won’t believe me, but indeed I did not tafte it .” — ** I dare fay 
“ you did.” — “ No, by G — , I did not : I Ttnew you would 
“ not believe me ; but a Kamtlhadal will never take any thing 
“ without permiffion.” — “ Well, I mutt believe you ; will you 
“ come and drink it ?” — “ Yes, that I will ; but 1 wanted to fcold 

you for leaving it fo.” 

They have long fince adopted the manners of the Ruffians, 
and profcfs the Greek religion. Of their former cuftoms there 
only exift their lafeivious dances, and their impure language, with 
part of the drefs. They entertain the greateft veneration for the 
memory of Major Behm, under whofe command they enjoyed 
the protection of a father. At that time Kamtfhatka was go- 
verned merely by the major and his affiftant. Captain Shmaleff, 
without any other court of juftice. The revenue of this penin- 
fula was then 40,000 rubles annually, arifing from the tribute of 
the natives, the profits on brandy, and the duty on furs j which 
fum was remitted to the chancery of Ochotfk : a trading expedi- 
tion in two or more open boats was yearly undertaken by the 
natives, accompanied by the prieft of the peninfula,' to the Kuril 
iflands j from whence they obtained fea-otier Ikins of a fuperior 

quality, 
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quality, fcveral Japancfe articles, and wrought filks. The mer- 
chants who vifitcd the pcninfula brought other neceflaries, and 
hard money for the articles of the natives. Brandy not being 
conrulcrcd as an article of trade, but a government concern, the 
falc was prohibited ; and, the commander or his afliftant infpedt- 
ing the tranfaiSl ions of the merchants, prevented fraudulent pro- 
ceedings on both fides. About the latter end of the year 1 779, 
or the beginning of 1 780, Major Behm returned to St. Peterfburg. 
Major Reinikin fucceeded him in the command, and wilhcd to 
introduce among the natives the culture of the earth, but could 
not fucceed ; he brought potatoe feeds with him ; lirft grew 
them in his own garden ; and from thence they were abundantly 
diftributed all over the pcninfula, with every fpecies of garden 
vegetables, which are cultivated with great fuccefs by the Ruffian 
inhabitants. 

In the year 1783 a mandate from her Imperial Majefty /ro- 
claimed Neizftmi Kamtftiatka a city ; ordained it the feat of go- 
vernment of the country under the chancery of Ochotfk ; offered 
privileges to fuch merchants as chofe to become burghers ; and 
inftituted courts of juftice, eftablifhments better calculated to go- 
vern 300,000 men than 1500, which is about the number of 
male inhabitants. The governor was denominated Gorodnit- 
fhik (mayor) ; and his eftabliflunent confifts of a fecretary and 
writers ; a Kaznatfheftva (exchequer) for the receipt of the re- 
venue, and payment of officers ; a Zemikoi Sud (court of the 
interior), of which the Ifpravnik, or captain of the diftria, is pre- 
lidcnt, and in this court one of the natives is a member to repre- 
fent the whole body ; with a raagiftracy to regulate mercantile 
concerns, as already mentioned. 


The 
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The falaries allowed by government to the different officers are 
as follow ; 


The Gorodnitlhik 
His Secretary 
The Kaznatfliae 
Ifpravnik 

other ofGcers lefs in proportion 
24 rubles per annum. 

Price of Articles 1793- 

Linen for fhirts per arflieen * 
Boots per pair 
Thread ftockings do. 

Soap per lb. 

Candles do. 

Tea do. 

Sugar 

Leaf tobacco per lib. 

Rye flour, per pood * 

Wheat do. 

Rice per lib. 


- 600 rubles. 

300 

- 400 

- 400 

fome of the writers having only 


Kazan. 

Kamtfliatka. 

18 cop. * 

120 cop. 

3 rub. 

12 to 18 rub. 

125 cop. 

4 to 5 rub. 

6 cop. 

60 to 100 cop. 

8 cop. 

80 to 100 cop. 

2 rub. 

12 rub. 

50 cop. 

3 rub. 

5 cop. 

3 rub. 

50 

500 cop. 

60 

800 cop. 

10 

100 cop. 


From this ftatement of prices, the impoffibility of an oflScer 
living upon his falary will plainly appear ; he is therefore com- 
pelled to find out fome method of increafing his income, at the 
expence of the poor natives. 

One of the captains of the diftridt, who came here with his 
wife and family, finding himfelf extremelydiftreffed, appropriated > 

* A pood IB 40 lb. Rufsy or 36 lb. Engliih. 100 copeaks make a ruble ; a copeak 
may be reckoned little more than a farthing ftcrling* 9 arfliccns make 7 yards, 

the 
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the tribute of one year to his own ufe, and wrote a letter to the 
Emprefs ; ftating, that the feverity of the climate^ the prices of 
every article of life, and the wants of his family, had compelled 
him to make ufe of the tribute, confifting of fuch a number of 
fables and fox Ikins for their backs and bellies, which he rather 
chofe to do than rob the poor natives (the only alternative). He 
requefted her pardon, and an. appointment where he could live 
upon his falary ; and the induftry of his family (of no benefit in 
Kamtfhatka) might help to repay the amount of the articles that 
he had appropriated to his own ufe. The Emprefs ordered the 
governor to give him fuch an appointment, and pardoned him 
on account of the good reafons that he affigned ; but this pardon 
was not to be regarded as a precedent ; for fuch mercy was not 
to be extended to any future perfon who fliould dare to a£t in the 
fame manner. 

The magiftracy receives its income from the burghers and me- 
flianin. The latter are privileged pedlers (and the colonifts are 
of the number) ; the former are divided into three clafles, ac- 
cording to the extent of the capital that they give in, upon which 
they pay one per cent. 

French brandy is now regarded as an article of trade j and a 
Tpuriqus fort is carried about the villages of the natives, who 
are very fond of it, and pay for it at the rate of one ruble per 
glafs. 

The Kamtfhadals and refidentiary Ruffians employ themfclvcs 
during the fummer m catching filh ; drying fome, and falting 
others for a winter fupply for themfelvcs and their dogs ; in the 
autumn, in making hay for their cattle, coIled.ing berries, the 

6 fweet 
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fweet plant, and kiprey ; the former is purchafed by govern- 
ment for the diftillery of brandy, at three and four roubles the 
pood when prepared and dried. In the fpring they collect 
birds’ eggs about the marlhes, and particularly among the rocks 
at the mouth of the bay of Avatlha : thefe they prcferve all the 
year with oil, as already mentioned. 


S f 
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CHAP. XXII. 

The La Flavia departs for Canton, — A Galliot arrives^ and con- 
veys the Party^ to Ochotjk^ after fome danger from a Leak , — 
The Author^ with the frjl Party ^ fets forward for Takutjk ; at 
whichf however^ he arrives alonc^ after encountering much Dif- 
trefs^ and leaving his Companions atid his Baggage behind on 
the Road.^ABively ajjijhcd by the Commandant and Captain of 
the Di/lri£l. — The A moor River deferibed. — Arrive at Irkutjk . — 
Sketch of Captain Billings's Expedition acrofs the Land of the 
Tjhutjki. — Arrival at St. Pcterjhnrg. 

On the ift of June 1793 the La Flavia left the harbour for Can- 
ton. The officers of this Ihip and our gentlemen had palTed a 
very agreeable winter together. Their manners and behaviour 
were gentlemanlike throughout ; nor did any of the inhabitants 
complain of their want of liberality. 

We were now anxious for our departure alfo, but received 
no intelligence of the arrival of any veflel till the latter end of 
July, when the Conftantine and Helena galliot, under the com- 
mand of ,Sturi|^fc> Petuflikoff, c^e into the bay from Neizffini 
Kamtflaatka, wluiher ffie had carried a cargo of provifion : flie 
was now bound to Ochotfk, and put in here on purpofe to take 
us on board. 


We immediately embarked, took leave of our Kamtihatka 
friends, failed the 2d of Auguft, and arrived the 19th of the 

fame 
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fame month at Ochotfk. In this paflage, however, wc had near- ' 
ly foundered. The galliot, which was ballalled with find, fprung 
a leak ; the pumps were clogged ; and the only method was, to 
bale out the water, and the ballaft with it. However, I at length 
difeovered the leak ; and Mr. BakofF, who had been of infinite 
fervice to our Expedition in many cafes, found means to flop it ; 
but not till the water-cafics, &c. were afloat in the hold. 

Application was made to the commandant for horfes ; and I 
went off, with the charge of the firft party, on the i ft day of 
September, having delivered the tribute colleded at Oonalaflika 
to the chancery of the port, and obtained receipts for the fame. 

I had twelve half-ftarved horfes, and Enlign Alexeefi’and two 
failors were with me. We had extremely bad weather, of wind, 
fnow, and rain, which retarded our progrefs very much ; nor 
could wc poflibly make more than 20 verfts a day. Several of 
my horfes died on the road ; but I received afliftance from fome 
of the Yakuti, with whom I accidentally fell in as they were 
returning home from Ochotfk with unladen horfes. I arrived at 
Al.achune with only three of the horfes that I received at Ochotfk. 
Here I obtained a frefli fupply of fuch as were fatigued, and 
hardly able to get on ; and, after fuffering inexprcflible difficulties, 
leaving my baggage behind in the woods, as alfo my companions, 
in hopes of relief from my endeavours, arrived alone at Yakutflc 
the 2 d of Oflober. I immediately reprefent(|| the deplorable 
fituation in which the parties who were to follow me would, of 
courfe, be placed ; and that they would, probably, be loft, if a 
fupply of horfes were not difpatched diredly for their relief, 
with provifion and other ueceflaries, 

Sf 2 
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The commandant, Colonel KozloffUgrelnin, and the captain 
of the diftrifl, Mr. Hornoffk)”, exerted themfelvcs to the utmoft ; 
and tlie fame day about 100 horfes were fent to their affiftancc, 
and to colledl my fcattered baggage, confiding of all my clothes 
(except thofe which I had on my back), the remains of our gold 
and lilver medals, and other valuable articles. I was fupplied 
with nccelTaries by the commandant (whofe clothes fitted me 
very well) until the arrival of my own about the middle of No- 
vember, toward the latter end of which month all the gentlemen, 
with the failors, arrived from Ochotfk. Captain Billings was 
the only officer of our Expedition remaining here, all the reft 
liaving embarked in the provifion veflel returning to Vircholenlk. 
During my fhort ftay here, I had an opportunity of feeing the 
1 ungoofe head prince, refiding on the Aldan, near the difeharge 
of the river Mayo * j from whofe intelligence, in addition to the 
information received from Mr. Haufen and other officers of the 
College of Mines, I am enabled to give the following account of 
the Amoor, or Saghaalien. 

This river takes its rife from the Kentaiham mountains, about 
the latitude of 49”, and longitude 1 10'’, eaft from Greenwich ; 
and is here called the Onon. Its diredion is nearly north-eaft ; 
and at the difeharge of the Nirza, where the city of Nortffiinlk is 
fituated, about the latitude 52°, it bears the name of the Shilka. 
This courfe it continues to the latitude 52^®, its moft northern 
extremity, wheJ'k the Tungoofe call it Amoor, and the Chinefe 
Saghaalien Ula (Black Mountain River; I prefume, from the oak 
forefts on the mountains hereabout, which the Chinefe call 

* Alluded to in page 138. He forwarded fafely a letter diredted to Mr. Sarctlheff, fome* 
where on the coaft of OcWik, perhaps between the Port and the Aldama or Ud rivers. 

Black- 
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Blackwood). From hence it is navigable in vefl'cls of moderate 
fize, having received confiderable fupplies from the torrents 
riifhing down the eaftern and northern mountains, as alfo fiom a 
very confiderable river flowing from the fouth-weft, and called the 
Argoon, which difeharges itfelf into the Amoor about i8o miles 
eaft of Nertfliinfk. In the vicinity of thefe parts the Rulfiaus have 
feveral forts. From latitude 52^^ to 47'° it flows nearly foiith- 
eaft, receiving in its courfe a number of rivers both eafl: and 
weft. The Tfhukir has its fource from this fide of the fame 
mountains as give rife to the Olekma and Aldan * (both empty- 
ing themfelves into the Lena) ; and, flowing nearly fonth, joins 
with the Silempid, which flows from the vicinity of the Ud f, 
keeping nearly a weftern courfe into the Amoor. Ail thefe rivers 
are navigable for boats nearly to their fource. 

The country is very mountainous, but the valUes and plains 
are fpacious and fertile. I am induced to be fo particular with 
regard to thefe rivers, becaufe they form a fecure retreat to fuch 
Yakuti and Tungoofe as are diffatisfled with their fituations about 
Olekma, Yakutfk, the Vilui, and Ud. Here they enjoy the pro- 
tedfion of the Chinefe, and, I am told, have built feveral ftrong 
places : and, as they are very numerous, they form no inconfider- 
able advance guard to the Chinefe frontiers. 

In the year 1787, there migrated to China, from the diftridfs 
of Olekma, Yakutfk, and the Vilui, more than 6000 Yakuti, with 
all their poffeffions %• Thefe circumftances have led me into a 

* See page 24. f The Ud flows into the fca of Ochotfk, 

J This intelligence I obtained, in the houfe of the Ifpravnik Mr. Hornofiky, from 
MeiTrs. Evers and Kyflikin, both afleflbrs in the Ruflian ftrvice. 

Thefe migrations certainly reduce the number of Tartars tributary to Rulfia. 

digrelSon 
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digrcflioa from the Amoor ; and before I rctprn to that fubjcd 
1 lhall prefume to hazard a conjedure, that feme future traveller 
may dlfcovcr in thefe parts a nation of people unknown before, 
who from their mixture of Yakuti, Tungoofe, Burati Manz- 
Ihuri, and Chinefe, may form a new language of their own. 
The immenfe traiTs of fertile land uninhabited and unculdvated 
will lead the emigrants to ftle( 3 : fuch places as are moft likely to 
produce every means of fupport ; and they may be of great affift- 
ance to the Chinefe by cultivating of corn, &;c. The low coun- 
try, however, labours under the difadvantage of being fubjedl: to 
inundations, and earthquakes are very frequent. 

No rivers of any importance join the Amoor from the eaft, 
except the two above mentioned. The Nonni Ula, however, a 
very large river, which takes its rife about the latitude of ji'’, 
and longitude 123°, makes a confiderable inland circuit, and 
empties itfelf into the Amoor at its fouthern extremity, about the 
latitude of 47*". Another confiderable river, the Ufuri, lofes 
itfelf in the Amoor nearer its eftuary, about latitude ^ 8 f^. It 
rifes from the lake Hinka, and has a communication, after a fliort 
day's journey by land, with the fea of Japan. It now flows in 
its own channel north-weft into the fea of Ochotfk, about the la- 
titude of 52 ^*^, oppofite the illand Sagha-alien. This river is 
well flocked with lifh, and its borders are covered with forefts of 
oak, walnut, birch, and different forts of pines. The foil is very 
rich, the climate mild and healthy. The inhabitants of thefe 
parts of the coaft, as alfo of Corea, and the conl^uous iflands, 
are not very numerous, but extremely hofpitable and good na- 
tured, and carry on a trade with the interior for mere neceflaries. 

See page 19. 
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The Kamtfliadals, who have vifited the fouthern Kuril inancls, 
fpeak very favourably of the honefty and kindnefs of llie inliahi- 
tanls. I hope, however^ that I Jhall Jlill be able to give a better ac- 
count of thefe unknown regions hereafter, from perfunal obfervatian. 


I remained in Yakutlk with Captain Billings till the ad of 
January 1791, when we departed in fledges for the city of Ir- 
kutfle, where we arrived about the mid^dle of the fame month, 
and met with all the officers of the Expedition. 

We were here informed, that Lord Macartney was in China , 
on an embaflfy from Great Britain, which led to various con- 
jedures ; but had I received any intimation of his being expeded 
there while I was in Kamtfhatka, or at Ochotfle, I ffiould mofl: 
certainly have paid my perfonal refpeds to His Excellency in 
Pekin. 

The following is all the intelligence that I could procure of 
Captain Billings’s expedition acrofs the land of the Tffiutfki ; and 
for it I am indebted to the journal of one of the party. 

Auguft 13.-““ At nine o’clock this morning we departed from 
the bay of St. Laurence, and firft crofled to the fouth-fide, when 
the baidars were hauled foraetimes by the Tllrutfki, and fome- 
times by harneflTed dogs running along the beach. We palTcd 
three villages belonging to the natives, and halted at a fourth for 
the night. The huts were dug under ground, and covered with 
earth. Tlicy were of a fquare form, with a fire-place in the 
middle, and four large., ftones made the hearth. They have no 
wood, but burn the bones of whales, pouring the oil of fca ani- 
mals 
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mals upon them. Each fide of the hut containa a polog, or low 
tent, made of leather, to fit and fleep in. 

“ Our firft arrival among them did not promife much happi- 
nefs in their company; for, not knowing their language, we 
were obliged to treat with them by figns for fuel, water, &c. to 
boil our food, and pay for it immediately. Obferving our good 
nature, and want of power, however, they at length took a liking 
to the buttons on our coats, which they cut off without ceremony ; 
they alfo Hole our fnuff-boxes ; and without any hefitation paid 
a vifit to our portmanteaus, in hopes of finding tobacco and 
iron. 


" The men were tall and flout, dreffed in a neat park (refem- 
bling a carter’s frock), made of the (kins of different animals 
bordered, tight pantaloons of doe-lkin, and boots of feal-lkin ,, 
the head uncovered, and the hair cut fliort. The warrior has his 
kgs and arms pun<flured, fo as to denote the number of Uie 
enemy that he has flain, and the prifoners he has taken. 

** The women were alfo well made, above the middle fize, 
healthy in their appearance, and by no means difagreeable in their 
perfons. Their drefs was of doe-lkin, with the hair on ; and 
one garment covered their limbs and their body ; this is a park, 
with roomy pantaloons fewn to it, and lleeves down to the wrifts, 
They put the legs into the opening at the neck, where it ties^ as 
alfo below the knee. Long boots of rein-deer’s legs, with the 
hair on, are drawn up, and tie over the above drefs at the kneei 
They wear their hair parted, and in two plats, one hanging over 

* I canaot ^ncen# wtUle Dtacrkia, thdr iiteifretcr, was at tin’s time. 
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each fhoulder, their arms and face being pundbured very neatly 
though almoll every one differs from anotlier in the figures. 
They wore necklaces, and bad firings of beads fufpended from 
the ears, as alfo iron or brafs rings round the wrifl. 

“ Auguft 14.— At eight o’clock this morning we proceeded in 
our boats, or baidars, entered tlie bay of Metfhikma, and obferved 
on the oppofite fhore (an ifland) a village of the flur.e name. Wc 
crofled this bay, and arrived at the camp of the Rein-deer Tfliut- 
fki, who were to be our guides acrofs the country. 

• ' , ' ' ■ 

“ Our reception by thefe people w 4 s very ftrange. At firft 
they oppofed our landing ; old and young, boys and girls, crying 
out and throwing flones in the fea. After they had done this 
for fome time, the chief (who is named Imlerant) appeared, with 
feveral old men, and made two fires ; then took our commander 
by the hand, and led him over one of the fires ; took off his own 
park, and put it upon Captain Billings, who, in return, put a 
clean fhirt upon the chief ; this exchange of drefs is confidered as 
a mark of friendfhip and mutual protedion. The ceremony of 
crofling the fires was impofed on every one of us ; and all our 
baggage, provifion, &c. was alfo handed acrofs them. The chief 
then placed before us large pieces of boiled deers’ meat extremely 
fat ; and, to fhew our fenfe of his hofpitality, we prefented him 
with tobacco, beads, and needles. 

“ At the fetting of the fun they commenced racing and wrefl- 
ling : it was not a race for fpeed, but running round a ring for 

\ 

* The annexed Engravik c, taken from an onguial Drawing, will fhew the appearance 
of thid their fafhionable ornameiiU 
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a conficlcrable time ; and he who held out the longeft was the 
hero, and had the upper feat afligned him. The wreftler who 
overcomes all the rclf is reckoned the moft favoured, as among 
the Yakut!. 

“ 15th. — Imlerant, the chief, received the following prefents to 
divide among the people : 2 poods of iron ; 2 poods of tobacco j 
about an equal quantity of beads ; ear-rings, trinkets, and needles. 
Our interpreter was defired to tell them, that, in return, we 
hoped they would aflift us with food, warm clothing, and every 
neceffary in their power ; and, without any attempt* to infult, 
conduit us fafely acrofs their country. 

“ 1 6th, 17th, 1 8th, and 19th, we had rainy weather. 20th, 
the herds of rein-deer were driven towards the camp, or tents, 
and halted on their arrival at the rivulet: upon which, two 
men went out with fire, and two women with fmall buckets of 
oil ; fires were made, and the deer driven acrofs them and the 
rivulet to the tents ; when a round inclofure was made by the 
chief of each herd with the fledges of the men, and the difier- 
ent herds were driven into the refpedlive inclofures ; the women’s 
fledges were placed between them and the fea. Fuel was now 
added to the fire ; the elder chief feized one of the deer, and 
gave it to his eldeft fon, who led it towards the fea, ftabbed it 
with his fpear on the left fide, and then loofened it. They pay 
particular attention to the manner qf the deer’s falling ; if on the 
right fide, and it dies eafy, they fuppofe that it portends good 
fortune, and fuccefs in their undertaking ; but if it falls on the 
left fide, or is convulfcd, the omen is not propitious. This ex- 
ample was followed by the owner of every herd, each taking a 
handful of the blood of the fiabbed deer, which they threw firfl: 

towards 
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towards the fun, then to the fea, and laRly to the mountains. 
When they had finiflied this ceremony, and did not purpofe kill- 
ing more, the women ikinned and cleaned tire deer, and made 
fires where they had been flaughtered (every one feparate). They 
boiled meat, and rubbed the marrow on the faces of their idols, 
which “they call Gir Gir (God). They have difTercrit gods, — as, of 
fire, of good and of evil. .The idols arc pieces of wood of difilr- 
ent forms, with faces cut out, and ferve for making fires by 
fri£tion. 

“ The next day (20th Auguft) they had a ceremonious feaft. 
At feven in the morning three of the flaughtered rein-deers’ 
heads (with the horns on, and the whole flein adhering) were 
placed on little benches, with two of the legs of the deer j where- 
upon, four of the oldeft chiefs took each a tambour, and began 
beating, walking gently round, and muttering fome words, raifing 
the voice by degrees j at 1 aft they became clamorous, and danced. 
Having continued fome time, the hoft went to the fmall tents 
(which are covered without light) and alked thofe fitting there, 
“ How are you ?” We could, not obtain any explanation of the 
meaning of any part of this ceremony. Upon his opening the 
polog, thofe fitting within it anfwered, “ Chaiyua, chai-yua, chai- 
yua, lewnom lewnom which is, further, and further, and fur- 
ther, — better and better. After he had gone to all the fmall 
tents, they continued the ceremony, as above, for a confidcrablc 
time ; and, upon finiftiing, the hoft Imlerant went to our com- 
mander, took him by the hand, and faid, — “ We old men pro- 
“ nounce from our obfervation, that all your undertakings will 
“ be attended with fuccefs and good fortune ; and God has fent, 
“ for our benefit, the Ruflians amongft us in a friendly manner, 
“ for the firft time, to explore our fea, and reward us with li- 

T t 2 “ berality. 
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berality. God fend that we may be infeparable allies for 
“ ever *, 

“ Captain Billings immediately hung a medal round the neck 
of the chief, and aflured the people of the proteftion of Her Im- 
perial Majefty, if their behaviour proved their fpeech to he fm- 
cere : upon which, they all bowed tlieir heads, *and cried out, 
“ Chayua lewnom, lewno lewnom then they began dancing and 
finging, men, women, and virgins, till nine o’clock in the 
evening. 

“ The 2 2d, Captain Billings, Dr> Merck, Sturman Batakofi* 
Draftfman Varonin, and a failor, went to the village of Met- 
Ibikma j from which place Mr, BatakofiT was fent to furvey the 
bay. 


“ The 23d, we went on the hill to fee the winter habitations 
of the ftationary Tfhutfki, who ftill refide in their tents. Here 
were four earthen huts ; but three of them fo extremely filthy, 
that we could not enter. One, however, we got into ; the en- 
trance of which was formed like a watch-houfe with eredl bones 
of whales ; perhaps it is covered in bad weather. It was a hole 
dug in the earth, eight feet fquare, and fix feet deep. The roof 
confifted of whales’ ribs and cheek-bones arched, nine feet high 
in the centre ; the fupporters alfo were whales’ bones. There 
was a bench on each fide ; and the floor confifled of boards, 

* Nicholal Dauerkm was interpreter. He ,Is a native of the Tfliut/k! ; was taken prl- 
foner when young, educated in Irkutfk, and fent back to Anadirik, with the rank of fer» 
jeant, to be interpreter between the Ritirians and his own nation. This fpeech appears 
to me quite in the fiile of this man himfelf, and I much doubt the truth of his xnterpre- 
fation. 


fome 
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feme of which lifted up for an entrance to the cellar, where they 
keep oils and their winter ftock of provifion. There w'as no fire- 
place, but a large dilh flood in each corner for the purpofe of 
burning oil Part of the roof was ornamented with drawings 
of baidars, fiflies, deer, fledges, &c. We remained here till the 
25th, when we returned to the tents of our guides. . 

“ Auguft 26. — ^The Tfliutflci thought proper to remove for- 
ward, and we proceeded to the top of a mountain 2 verfls and 
25 fathoms, as meafured by a line. Here we remsuned all 
the 27th. 

“ On the 28th proceeded on our journey, and crofled a 
mountain overgrown with mofs. The next day we were joined 
by five tents of natives, and remained in this place till 

September 4, when we travelled one verft and a quarter, and 
halted all the next day. 

“ On the 6th #e travelled by the fide of a rivulet no great 
diftance, and halted till the lolh. The lakes were now frozen 
over, and we had 7° of frofl. 

“ September 1 1. — At eight this morning three rein-deer were 
killed with great ceremony, as a facrifice for the recovery of 
Owmulrat, fon to one of the chiefs, who was taken ill. As foon 
as they had Ikinned them, they placed the fick man between the 
three heads, fo that his park, or garment, was over them. An 

* The firft huts they entered had a fire>place in the middle. 

old 
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old woman whifpered in the ears, of the deer, and then walked 
round him, with lighted dried branches of juniper bulhes. 

“ 1 2th, The whole of laft night was pafled by a forccrer in 
incantations for the recovery of the fick man! This night was 
paired in the fame manner, and the magician was paid with rein- 
deer. 


“ 13th, We remained in tht fame fituation. 

“ 14th, At nine o’clock this morning the favourite dog of 
Awmulrat was facrificed, being ftabbed in tlic fame manner as 
the rein-deer; blood from the wound was thrown three ways; 
the Ikin was taken off, the body ripped open, and the entrails 
examined. At noon the head was wrapped in the fkin, and the 
Tick man led round the dog, having anointed his head with 
blood. 

“ 1 6th, We travelled three verfts and a half, and halted. 

“ 17th, We made one verft over a' mountain, and came pretty- 
near the bay of Metfliikma again. 

“ 18th, Halted again. This evening, at eight o’clock, ftrong 
north lights appeared. 

“ 19th, We travelled clofe to the bay of Metfliikma.” 

The Journal continues in the fame manner, without fpecifying 
any particulars, or mentioning in what dire^ion, until the 4th 

Odober, 
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Odiober, when they were joined by the other interpreter Kobe- 
lefF, (a Coflac Sotnik *). 

“ Odober the 5th, Captain Billings and KobelefF went on be- 
fore with 17 fledges loaded with the whole of the Captain’s bag- 
gage. (From this time the party behind the Captain feem to 
have fuffered materially, with regard to food, &c. ; and on the 
9th the Tfluitflci ftole the meafuring lines.) 

“ 1 2th, Imlerant, the chief, and his wife, went on with 12 
fledges to overtake Captain Billings, to obtain Ibme tobacco, See. 
and to tell him to wait. We this day came to the river Ugnei, 
which falls into the bay of Klutchenie, and left the river on the 
left hand. Upon our halting for the night, the Tflmtflci com- 
pelled us to go back to the river, to feek on its borders fome 
brufli-wood to drefs food. We had much fnow and wind. 

13th, This day we crolTed three lakes ; the firft of 300, the 
fecond 400, and the third 300 fathoms. We now fuffered 
confiderably, and could plainly perceive it to be our interpreter 
Dauerkin’s fault j who, when we halted for the night, aflumed 
a right to prevent our getting meat ; telling us, that we fhould 
not have any, becaufe we had not colledled wood. Hitherto we 
had received frozen meat. 

“ 14th, Arrived at the bay of Klutfhenie f* 


• Commander of a hundred. 

f I believe that the entrance of this bay forms the extreme point of Afiatic land feen 
by Captain Cook, and called by him Cape North. 
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15th, We turned from the bay to the weft, after travelling 
its borders to fome diftance, and pafled the night by a rivailet. 

1 6th, On account of bad weather, halted. 

1 7th, Crofted a mountain and two rivulets, and halted by a 

lake. 

“ 1 8th, After crofting a mountain, we came to a conftderable 
river called Chainana *, but we were 70 verfts from its difcharge. 
This day we had nothing but raw meat allowed us, which we ate 
in a frozen ftate. 

“ The 2ift we overtook Captain Billings. He diftributed 
prefents of tobacco, &c. among, the Tfhutfki, who readily pro- 
mifed to feed us well, and ufe us better ; upon which he again, 
on the 2 2d, went forward with Kobeleff and the Sturman’s aftift- 
ant Gilleeff. 

“ 23d, Numbers of Tfliutfki paflfed us, and pitched their tents 
at no great diftance. The chief of our party went to them ; and 
his brother robbed us of almoft every thing that we had. How- 
ever, he gave us plenty of meat, boiled and raw. 

** 24th, The chief returned, and we croflfed a mountain. 

** 25th, 26th, 27th, Halted. 


* I take this to be the river that falls into the Icy Sea» a little weftward of lOutfhenie 
Bay..-*N. B. I obfervci that this river, on the Ruffian charts, is called Amga Yan. 

8 « 28th, 
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“ 28th, We this day came to a rivulet where we obferved 
numbers of Tfliutlki. 

“ 29th, Halted. 

30th, At nine A. M. the chief and I went on to Captain 
Billings, and received tobacco, beads, &c. upon which we re- 
turned to our comrades, and went to feek a feeding-place for 
our deer. 

” 30tli and 31ft, Halted. 

“ November ift, Halted. The reafon of halting now, I was 
informed, was, to kill deer for the parties going to the Kovima, 
which was 250 * verfts diftant from this place. 

“ 2d, I was fent forward, under the charge of the lifter of the 
chief, with two fledges, and went about three verfts, when we 
halted, and were afterwards joined by the reft. 

“ 3d, Halted. The 4th travelled, I fuppofe, about 16 verfts. 

5th, Came to a large river, about which feveral parties of 
Tfhutfki were travelling. We halted near a confiderable body of 
them, having travelled, I believe, about 20 verfts.” 

The journal goes no farther; and I had no opportunity of 
procuring any explanation ; but I believe this is the place where 
one attempt was made to maflacre the travellers; in all probability. 


* Perhaps the river Angarka is meant inftead of the Korima. 

U u 


through 
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tlirougli the perfuafions of Dauerkin * ; but the other interpreter, 
Kobelcff, fufpefting their defigns from their motions and their 
converfation, acquainted Captain Billings with their intention, 
and immediately called the chiefs, told them that he knew what 
they were about, and faid, “ We are all ready to die ; but re- 
member, our bones will be found, and raifed by the Ruffians, 
although you burn them to affies.” Upon hearing this fpeech of 
Kobcleff’s, they confulted together, and continued their journey, 
promifing not to kill them. 

The other remarks made by the writer of the journal that I 
have tranflated, are fuch as I have already taken notice of ; except 
that the large baidars of the ftationary Tfliutfki arc all made of 
one fize, and upon one plan, covered with the hide of the walrofs, 
and rowed with eight paddles. Befide thefe, they have fuch 
covered ones as the Aleutan iflanders have, with one and two 
feats, but much heavier. The wandering tribes confider them- 
felves more independent than the ftationary, and will not allow 
their wives or flaves to have any intcrcourfe with ftrangers ; while 
the ftationary tribes admit of this without any kind of hefitation, 
particularly with their flaves. I’hcfc, however, are treated very 
diflercntly from fuch as are free ; and it fometiraes happens, that 
wdien the latter are not fatisfied with their fituation, they leave 
one man and go to another. I cannot give any further informa- 
tion refpefting thefe people. 

At Trkutlk every poffible dlfpatch was ufed to finifli the part 
of pur bufinefs which depended upon that government j and at 

* It is my opinion^ that this man, who w^as of a fallen, jealous, and revengeful diTpoC- 
tlon, found himfelf hurt by the confidence which the travellers placed in KobelefF. He had 
entci tained thoughts of rewarding his T/hutfki friend, and appearing a man of confequence 
among his countrymen j in wdiich, however, he was ^om^detely difappointed. 


the 
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the latter end of the month of January we fet out for St. Peterf- 
burg by the fame route which we had taken hither. The Siberian 
inhabitants appeared rather more fhy than they were in 1786; 
perhaps owing to the feafon, it being lent. They alfo com- 
plained, that their intercourfe with the Mongals was not fo open 
as formerly, the latter having retired to the Chinefe frontiers. 
The Tartar women about Tara were preparing nettles, and Ipin- 
ning thread from the fibres ; the linen made of which was fine 
and good, apparently equal to that made of flax. I have already 
mentioned the neat carpets then made by thefe indullrious people. 

I was furprifed at the appearance of detached families of Gipfies 
throughout the government of Tobollk ; and upon inquiry I 
learned, that feveral roving companies of thefe people had ftrolled 
into the city of Tobolfk. The Governor thought of eftablifhing 
a colony of them j but they were too cunning for the Ample 
Siberian peafant ; which induced him to feparate each family. 
He placed them on the footing of the peafants, and allotted a por- 
tion of land for cultivation, with a view of m^ing them ufeful to 
fociety. They, however, reject houfes ev^n in this fevere climate, 
and dwell in open tents or fheds ; nor can they be brought to any 
regular courfe of induftry ; but they watch every traveller, and 
pretend to explain the myfteries of futurity, by palmiftry or phy- 
fiognomy. The peafant dreads their power, and from motives 
of fear contributes to their fupport, left they fhould fpoil his 
cattle and horfes. It is faid, that they arc very fkilful farriers 
and cowleeches, 

I obferved the whole way back a confiderable diminution of 
trees ; and in the vicinity of Ekaterineburg, and all the iron ma- 
nufadlorics, where the road led through forefts that appeared on 

4 either 
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cither fide impenetrable, we now crofled plains where hardly a 
tree was left ftanding : this was the cafe nearly contiguous to the 
new made towns, and on the borders of the navigable rivers. 
Immenfe quantities of timber are floated down the Volga into 
the Cafpian and the Sea of Azof, for private and public ufes, as 
alfo for further exportation ; and, as the generality of buildings 
throughout the interior of Ruflia and Siberia are conftru£ted of 
tirpber, fires frequently con fume whole towns and villages j nor 
have they any other fuel than wood ; for, notwithflanding pit- 
coal is in many places in great abundance, it is never made ufe 
of. It would be greatly to the advantage of the country to en- 
force the building With more folid materials, and to encourage the 
ufe of coal for firing j particularly for the different works that 
confume much fuel 

I arrived in St. Petcrlburg on the loth March 1794, fo very 
much afflided with the rheumatifm, from a cold caught at Ir- 
kutlk, that in regard to adion I was reduced to the helplefs 
fituation of an inffiit. The kind attendance, however, of Dodor 
Rogers, and the frien 41 y afliftance of the Britilh merchants in that 
city, who are fo eminently diffinguiffied for their unbounded hof- 
pitality, alleviated every pain, lefl'ened every difficulty, and pre- 
vented the miferies of penury from being added to my mif- 
fortunes. 

• Since my return from the Expedition, I have been conllantly travelling about the 
fouthern borders of Ruflia, and have fecn pieces of pit- coal in the Oka and Volga rivers ; 
and all the country bet>veen the Dor and the Black Sea is replete with coal. Regular pits 
are funk about 200 verfls north of the fca of Azof, by Engliflimen in the employment of 
Mr. Gafeoigne, for the ufe of the Black Sea fleet, and of an iron foundery lately built near 
the river J)onet 8 i^ 
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APPENDIX 


No. I. 


VOCABULARY 

OF THE 

YUKAGIR, YAKUT, AND TUNGOOSE (OR LAMUT) LANGUAGES. 


N. B. Ch mull always be pronounced like the German always (hort. 


Englifli. 

VJ'OD 

Y uka^ir. 

Yakut. 

Tungoofe. 

Chail ' 

Tangra 

Gheooki 

Father 

Ftchea 

Agam 

Amai 

Mother 

Amea 

lya 

Eni 

Son 

Antoo 

Oal 


Daughter 

Marhloo 

Kecfim 

Ghoorkan 

Brother 

Tfliacflia 

Oobagim 

Akan 

Sifter 

Pawa 

Agafim 

Ekin 

Hufband 

Yadoo 

Erim 

Edcc 

Wife 

Alwaley 

Yaghtarlm 

Akec 

Malden 

V*aiendendi, Marchet Keefa 

Choorkan 

Boy 

Luhundae 

Ogo 


Child 

Lukoolu (in arms) 
Uwa (beginning to 
walk) 

Kutu ogo, little boy 

Kootian 

Man 

Toromma 

Kiflee 

Bey 

Men 

Toromma 

KIlToelar 


Head 

lolc 

Bafs 

Del 

Face 

Neatflra * 

Sirai 

Itti 

Nofc 

longul 

Mooron 

Ogot 


* NeaUhag*, the ftin of any animal. 

w 


Noitrils 



[a] 

EngH(h« 

Noftrils 

Eye 

Eyebrow 

Ear 

Forehead 

Hair 

Cheeks 

Mouth 

Throat 

Lips 

Teeth 

Tongue 

Beard 

Neck 

Shoulder 

Elbow 

Arm 

Hand 

Fingers 

Finger-nails 

Bread 

Belly 

Back 

Feet 

Knee 

Heart 

Stomach 

Blood 

Milk 

Skin, hide 
Meat 
Bones 
Hearing 

Seeing 

Tatting 

Smelling 

Felt 

Voice 
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Yukagir. 

Yakut. 

Tungoof* 

longundangil 

Tani 

K-eloii 

Angzttia 

Kafak 


Angzftiabuguelbi, 

Chas 

Karamta 

alfo eyclaflies 

Oonomma 

Kugach 

Korot 

I-6anguitfliel 

Suis 

Omkat 

Manallae 

Attim 

Nioorit 

Mooncndzttii 

Singak 

Antfhin 

Anga^ 

Aiyach 

Amga 

Tonmul (hunger 

Kaima 

Bclga 

tonmulla) 

Anghenmooga 

Ooas 


Tody 

Tees 

Ittti 

Onnor 

Till 

Enga 

Angcnbuguelbi 

Buitik 

Tlhurkan 

Jomucl 

Moinung 

Mivon 

Nungenmooga 

Sailing 

Mir 

Itlhe-endamey 

Tongonock 

Etflicn 

Nungean 

Illi 


Nugan 


Gal 

Pc-enditflia 


Kabr 

Onzfliii 

Tingrach 

Ofta 

M^ud 

Tuefs 


Lieril 

Offogo 

Oor 

Jewogha 

Sies, Kochfui 

Nerl 

Noel 

Attach 

Boodel 

Tfliorkcl 

TuelgcfTo 


Tihooenzflia 

Surach 

Mewan 

Nimengftiinzflia 

Mungra 


Liopkul 

Ghan 

Soogial 

1 witfhi 

Ee-ut 

Ookiooln 

Char, alfo clouds 

Tiri 

Nandra 

Tfhul, alfo body 

Et 

Oolra 

Amun 

Umok 

Iprec 

Moedik, heard, alfo 

Iffit 

Ifni 

felt 

Umat, feen 

Anar, Koer 

Igoorun 

Tfliangitfti, tafte 

Amtan 

Amtam 

Lemlemoodel, fmell 

iSitta, Scligan 

Moyeni 

Moedik 

Ittebin 

Orni 

Koemoya 

Dclgan 


7 


Talking 
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Englifli. 

Vuka^rr, 

Talking 

Aniak 

Name 

Neve 

Scream, crying out 

Orinak 

Outcry 

Orool 

Noifc 

Mungzflia 

Crying 

I-vcllek 

Tears 

Angzhanondz flii 

Laughter 

No-ok, laughing 

Sneezing 

Trtiangnui 

Scratching 

Pandalitfli 

Trembling 

Lirkundzflii 

Singing 

Jagtak 

Sighing 

Ningelamoditfli 

Whiftling 

Tfhundzflia 

Lie down 

Kondak 

Go 

Ingherghodak 

Stand 

Onghak 

To Sleep 

lunzfhul 

Dream^ fleeping 

I-unzfliuk 

Jumping 

Moenmoenga 

Holding 

Ma-ik 

Running 

Tfliuenzflii 

Dancing 

Longdok 

Love 

Anoorak 

Lover 

Anooroh 

Glad 

I-ak 

Joy 

Lai 

Sorrow 

Artlhetfhunzflia 

Pain 

Joatfli 

Trouble 

Ankorfy 

Work 

Ooil 

Lazinefs 

Alangnae 

1 

Matak 

Thou 

Tat 

He 

Tundal 

We 

Mitek 

Yp 

Titlak 

Eating 

Langdal, ate 

Thou eateft 

Tatlafc 

To drink 

Ondzfliok 

To feed 

Sagetak 


C3] 


Yakirt. 

Tungoofc, 

Ittarc, fpeak, Kapfir 


Aatta 

Gcrbin 

Sangarda 

Irkan 

Kittanar 

Mogandra 

Yedeimeng 

Ooldan 

Ittir 


Koiller 


Ittereer 


Tittirir 


Toy 

Ikan 

Iflir 


Sit 


Bar 

Choorii 

Tur 


Tui 

Ookladai 

Oomkella 

Ooklean 

Ekerek 


Tut 


Suir 


Inkullsc 


Tapta 

Googemon 

Taptafabit 


Tarabin 


Yurdim 


Sanangatim 


Irridim 

Eyen 

Irridenim 

Choonatfli 

Illulatim 

Goorgalden 

Surugaldzfhltim 

Ban 

Min 

Bee 

£n 

Boo 

Ginnc 

Nongcnatflie 

BuilTiga 

Nonganoobe 

Iflige 

Ellia 

Aflibin 


AiTa 


Illiem 

Koldakoo 

Afliapin 



2 ] 


Taking 



C4J ■ 

£ngli(h« 

Taking 

Carrying 

Throwing 

Giving 

To cut 

Hiding 

Beating 

Strength 

Birth 

Race of people 

Marriage 

Widow 

Life 

Body 

Spirit or foul- 
Death 
Age 
Youth 

Lar^e or great 

Small 

High 

liOW 

Cold 

Warm 

Hot 

Health 

Malice 

Stupid 

Wife 

Agreeable 

Sharp 

Round 

Circle 

Ball 

Light (y/cight) 

Heavy 

Strong 

Weak 

Tight 

Thin. 
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Yukagir. 

Yakut. 

Tungoofc, 

Mendzfliit 

lUiem 


Moream 

IldzOii 

Ghenoom 

Potfliitfliik 

Brach 


Kcick 

Beer 

Give me aghal 

Omool 

Tfliok 

Buis 

Minadai. 

Angitafc 

Kiftya 


Kogdak 

Sicnem 

Madia 

Tonboy 

Kuiilak 

Egooi 

Oo-inge 

Terretpuit 

Ekzfticcjn. 

Oinmo 

Omung 

JBcyil 

Torroi 

Kurum 

Awlan 

Poondalvolle 

Erimfoch Yagtar 


Liak<. 

Olloruput 

Itini 

Tlhul 

Ettitn 


Licufha 

Tina. 


Amda 

Elbuta 

Kokan 

Ligai 

Kcrdzfliagas 

Sagdi 

Andelgoln 

Eddcr 

Noolfoolktfliari" 

Tfliomoi . 

Oolachan 

Ekzfliam 

Lukun 

Kutfhugai 

Nukiftiookaii 

Pudanniai 

Irduk 

Gooda 

Ledemnie 

Namtflultftak 

Netkookak . 

Pondzfhetlh 

Timncc 

Iguiii 

Fugatfh 

Ettegas 

Pugatfli 

Ilti 

Ghochfiii 

Tauritih (good) well 

Ellcrbuln^ Ittugal 

Abgar 

lirritfli . 

Kuttir. 

Booktflialran 

Lventfh 

Mennek . 


Onmaniieig 

Kerfie 


Naintallitfli 

Ittugai 

Atiooldoolii 

Natflienriee 

iSitti 


Pomne 

1 ungruk 


Pomilzftiolenc 

liOatftia 

Tungrutilui 

Mewreat 

Arrangia 

Tfliiptfiiik; 

Aimkooii . 

Ningoin 

Oorachaii 


Addi 

Kittanach 


Nindri 

Iklon 

Melloch 


Kc-ivey 

Sinnegas 

Thick 
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HngHih. 

Yukagir. 

Yakut, 

Tungoofc, 

Thick 

Inglon 

Sdan 

Dcrom 

Broad 

Kanhunnoi 

Kctil 


Qiiick 

Omduk 

Turgari 

Oomufliat 

Gentle 

Anindznia 

Argooi 

Etnioo 

White 

Po-innei 

Irungk 

Gdtadi 

Black 

Ainiaivi 

Chara 


Red 

KeLniii 

Kafii 

Koolani 

Green 

Tflrakolonni, alfo 
yellow 

Kcoch 

Tfliulban 

Blue 

LubanzAianni 

Kcochlinoo 


Sun 

Jelonflia 

Kuiii 

Nultian 

Moon 

Kininfha 

Ooi 

Begh 

Stars 

JiCrungundfliia 

Solus 

Ofikat 

Sky 

Kundfhu 

Chalcan 

Gioulbka 

Yog 

Tarrel 

Kudou 


Clouds 

Char 

Bullit 


Sun’s ray 

Jclondfiiendigia' 


Elganee 

Wind 

lllejennie 

Tyil 


Blowing 

Pookindflii 

Kotutar 


Whirlwind 

Jadondajcndclaia < 


Ghuee 

Storm 

Tflicmondilaia 


Khuga 

Steam 

Lcutflicnni (inift) • 


Okfm 

Rain 

Tiba 

Samir 

Oodan 

Thaw 

Nunbur 

Chafing 


Hail 

Jarchandiva 

Tollon 

Bota 

Thunder 

Lendu 

Eting 

Alhdoo 

Lightning 

Borongillc. 

Tfliagilgan 

Tapkitaii 

Snow 

Pukoelli 

Char 

Imandra 

Ice 

liirka 

Boos 

Bookus 

Fire 


O-at 


Light 

Pondfliirka, alfo day 

Sirdik 


Shadow 

Ivi 

Kuluk 


Dark 

Emmitfti' 

Klxaranga 


Day 

Pondfliirka 

Kuin 

Iniiig 

Night 

Emmel 

Tuin 

Golban 

Morning 

Unliaiel 

Erdcc 

Tck 

Evening 

Poinjulctfk 

Ke-eflc 

Moorak 

£aa 

Jclongedukfl)imba> 
fun rife* 

Kuiiitachfcrra 


Weft 

Aivinda 

Onga 


NortJi 

Ledinda 

Illixi : 



South 
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Engllfli* 

Y ukagir. 

Yakut. 

Tungoofc/ 

South 

Pondzfliirka putel 
(mid-day) 

Sogrec 


Summer 

Puga 

Sac in, foyin 

yvnganai 

Winter 

Zfliendllia 

Kifim 


Autumn 

Nada 

Kuiflin, kuifan 


Spring 

Pora 

Saas 


Year 

Nejunmolgul 

Sil 

Anglin 

Time 

Indada 

Tfliitflnmtfhec 


Earth 

Levje 

Sirr 

Tor 

Water 

Ondzflii 

Oo 

Moo 

Sea 

Tfliobul 

Baighal 

Nam 

I.iakc 

Jalgyl 

Koel 


River 

Onnong 

Ytris, yrrach 

Okat 

Rivulet 

Onnongi, nalitiha 


Okatfhan 

Waves 

Moinchaija 

Duogun 

Bialga 

Ifland 

Ommul 

Arre 


Sand 

Nongha 

Kumach 

Ooncang 

Clay 

Glina 

Boar 

Telba 

Dull 

Pogintlhi 

Boar kotta 

Ch-engelren 

Dirt 

Kundun 

Barri 


(Hill) mountain 

Pea 

Seer 


Shore 

igiiii 

Klttae 

Ch-ooHn 

Depth 

Tlhaginmon 

Dirring 

Choonta 

Height 

Pudenmai 

Irduk 

Olkiafookun 

Breadth 

Kanbunnai 

Ketit 

Demzflia 

Length 

Tfliitnai 

Uftata 

Ghonamin 

Hole 

Kondzflia 

Chaiagas 

Changar 

Grave, or ditch 

Inghis 

£en 

Chooneram 

Rock 

Pea, alfo ftone, 
mountain 

Taas 

Dzlhool 

Iron 

Lundal 

Timir 


Salt 

Logoduntfhinu, and 
Nimcdzfliindflia 

Tus 

Tak 

Weeds 

Oolega, alfo grafs 

Keoch 

Orat 

Tree 

Tfliall 

Mafs 


A wood 

Jungul 

Tya 

Kenita 

Root 

Larkul 

Turdsc 

Kobkan 

Stump 

Koikel 

Tfhongatfiiok 


Bark 

Tfliangar 

Chaltcrik 

Oorta 

Branch 

Tfliilga 

Bufuk 

Gar 

Leaf 

Faldfiiitlha 

Seberdak 

Bbdernia 


Plover 
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Engliflu 

Yukagir. 

Flower 

Poelri 

Berry 

Leviendi 

Field (plain) 

Pondfliorkoni 

Bead 

Talau 

Fifh 

Annil 

Worms 

Kalnindflia 

Frog 

Alundala 

Fly 

Nilendoma 

Ant 

Jojakondzftia 

Spider 

Managadaibi 

Argali, flieep (wild) 

Monogha 

Dog 

Tabaha 

Moufe 

Tflialboc 

Goofc 

Landzflia 

Duck 

Ondzfhinonda, wa- 
ter-bird 

Feathers 

Pugelbi, or hairs of 
beads 

Eggs 

Nontondaul 

Neft 

Awoot 

Shepherd 

Itihel 

Hut 

Numa 

Door 

Anbandangel 

Hearth 

Evier 

Floor (earth) 

Liebe 

Hatchet 

Noomundzlhi 

Knife 

Tlliagoia 

Boat 

Aktfliel 

Carrying 

Elleyik 

Building 

Aak 

Cloaths 

Idaajil 

Food 

Lagul 

Raw 

Onje 

Dreffed 

Panduk 

Thief 

Olonunga 

War 

Neretfliangate, and 
Chimdzihingi 

Quarrel 

llledangi 

Fighting 

Chimdzihingi 

Spear 

Tfliovina 

Guard 

Itaicll 


Yakut. 

Tungoofe. 

Dziliufin 

Otton 

Chodu fafir 

Kocil 

Boyuu 

Balyk 

OJra 

lycne 

Ogil 

Baga 

Zachfirga 

Kmirdagas 

Oguigos 

It 

Ooyamkan 

Nil! 

Kutuyak 

Tflialooktflian 

Charungatlhae 

Erbatfli 

Ncki 

Detic 

Simmit 

Oomta 

Oyo and Oyetto 
Manifit 

Balagan 

Dzflio 

Dzihel 

Oorka 

Kolumtan 

Nerka 

Sir 

Sugai 

Tabor 

Buiak and Buhak 
Bat 

Teyachpit 

Ongroch 

Tangas 

Aas 

Sikai 


Bufar 

Orfacb 

Dzfliioormin 

Serri 

Chooniat 

jegu Yegu 

Dzfhargamat 

Ellcrfy 

Koofikatfliin , 

Innie 

Kettebil 

Goodatih 


Diflreff 
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Enylith. 

Yukagir. 

Yakut. 

Timgooft 

Diflrcfs 

Oo-i!gaitfli 

AldzHiarkoi 

Urgadoo 

Victory 

Aldzfhitfh 

Samnardabit 

Dabdaran 

Friend 

Aghenia 

Doghor 


Enemy 

Irritfhundzfhitoroma Elliagun 
evil difpofed man 


Servant 

Poa 

Kolutang 


Chief 

Alnindflia 

Toyon 


Writing 

Tfliorillatflio 

Surrui 


Numbers 

Tfliungum 

Aclifi 


One 

Irken 

Bir 

Oonum 

Two 

Antachlon 

Ikke 

D/iluir 

Three 

lalon 

Evrs 

Elan 

Four 

Telahlon 

'1 irt 

Digoii 

Five 

Enganlon 

Bch 

Toiigon 

Six 

Malghialon 

Alta 

Kilkok 

Seven 

Purchion 

Setti 

Etgatanok 

Eight 

Malgialachlon 

Ogos 

Tfliokotenofc 

Nine 

Chuniirki-ellendz- 

fhien 

Tagos 

Tlhakatanofc 

'Fen 

Kuni-ella 

On 

Tfhomkotak 

'Twenty 

Attachongoniella 

Surbey 

KatQiat-kotako 

Uegiiming 

Kudalaraga 

Manna gitta 


Ending 

Ttfliagi 

Kotfhu gitta 


Yes 

Tat 

Ak, ah^ eh 

Ya 

No 

Oilcy 

Soch 

Atcha 

Now 

Indzfin 

Billigin 

Dzfhoole 

ikforc 

Angnuma 

Oonut 

ElTomck 

After 

] ]uiada 

Chodzfl)it 

S-ii 

Here 

Tia 

Manna 


7 here 

Talay 

Onno 

Tala 

Y efterclay 

Ncngandftic 

Beghaflac 


T o-day 

Poml'/iiiirkoma 

Begun 


To-morrow 

Ongoie 

Sarfin 


l/ook 

Tindij 

Boo 

Er 

How 

Konclamiel 

Chaitak 

On 

Where 

Eolac 

Kanna 

Illey 

When 

Cyiannin 

KaiTan 

Ok 

What 

Liomlentak 

Tugui 

£k 

Who 

Chinetta 

Kiminen 

Ni 

With what 

Lumun 

Tugonon 

Etfli 

TTndcr 

Tangmuinal 

Allara 

Ergudalia 

Upon 

Fudendago 

Euflse 

Widalin. 

VOCABU 
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VOCABULARY 

OF THE 

LANGUAGES OF KAMTSHATKA, THE ALEUTAN 

OF KADIAK. 


Engliih. 

\JfOD 

KamtOiacka. 

Aleutam 

Newfteachtlhitlh 

Aghuguch 

Father 

If-ch 

Athan 

Mother 

Naz-ch 

Anaan 

Son 

Pa-atlh 

L’laan 

Daughter 

Sooguing 

Aftikin 

Brother 

K-t(liidzlhi 

Choyotha 

Sifter 

Kof-choo 

Angeen 

Hufband 

Skoch 

Oogeen 

Wife 

Squa-aw 

Ai-yagar 

Maiden 

Ch-tfliit(hoo 

Oogeghilikin 

Boy 

Child 

Pahatfli 

Anekthok 

Pahatfliitfli 

Oofleulik 

Man 

Ulkaams 

Toioch 

People 

Head 

Qualkoo, Ulkaamfit 
T-choofa 

Kamgha 

Face 

Qua-agh 

Soghimagin 

Nofe 

Kaankang 

Anghofm 

Noftrils 

Kaang’a 

Guakik 

Eye 

Nanit 

Thack 

Brows 

Tittan 

Kamtic 

Lafhes 

Tfliuanit 

Kochfaki 

Ear 

E-cw, E-ewt 

Tottufak 

Forehead 

Tfliilgua 

Tanneek 

Hair 

Koobit 

Emley 

Cheeks 

P-phaad 

Ooluga 

w 


ISLANDS, AND 


Kadiak. 

Ataga 

Anaga 

Avagatoga 

Panigoga 

Ooyitaga 

Alkaga 

Ooinga 

Nooligi 

Aghanok 

Tanoghak 

Tfliagaloi 

Scwk 

Amalachtel-fewt 

Angloon 

China 

Knak 

Padziheeguak 

Ingelak 

Kubloot 

Chamagate 

Tflicwdck 

Tflioo-uga 

Ncwcyet 

Ooluak 

Mottdi 
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Hnglifli, 

Kamtdiatka. 

Mouth 

Ruz-ha 

Throat 

Quiqua 

Lips 

K’kovan 

Teeth 

Kuppet 

Tongue 

Nutflicl 

Beard 

K’ko-ookat 

Neck 

Hide 

Shoulder 

Tanutar 

Haml, arm 

Settoo 

Fingers 

P-koida 

Nails 

Ko-uda 

Bread 

Ingatah 

Belly 

K.foch 

Back 

Altflioo 

Foot 

Tfh-quatflioo 

Heart 

Nokguek 

Blood 

Meflbn 

Milk 

Nokkol 

Skin 

Koo-ogh 

Meat) or ileib 

Thaltal 

Bone 

T’hamtlhoo 

Hearing 


Seeing 

Kwatlliquikotfli 

Taftc 

Sa-oofen 

Smell 

Skefich 

Feeling 


Talking 

Kahalkan 

Name 

Hagaach 

Noife 

Ki-ichkicb 

Crying 

Kooga-atfeh 

Laughing 

Kaffoogaatih 

Singing 

K-tlheemgutlh 

Groaning 

Attafich 

l«ie down 

Kanhilkitfch 

Stand 

Kafichtihitlh 

Go 

Kowifitlh 

Come 

Koquafitih 

Running 

Kafchiatih 

Dancing 

K*hogdafitlb 

Love 


Joy 

Kabaiik 


Altutan. 

KadlA, 

Aghilga 

Eannak 

Stlhoka 

Toamun 

Kotfhoon 

Eeh-look 

Aghalun 

Choodit 

Aghnak 

Ooloo 

Inglaak 

Oongai 

Oo-iyo 

Ooyagut 

Kanglee 

Toolk 

Tflia 

Ai-igit 

Atchon 

Shovgait 

Chagclgin 

Stoot 

Simzfliin 

Tlhekiaiat 

Kilma 

Akf-yek 

Tfliundra 

Koak 

Kita 

Itiat 

Kanogh 

Kanok 

Aaniyck 

Kaiook 

Makthamtanga 

Mook 

Katflika 

Amek 

Oolow 

Kamok 

Kaghna 

Nenoat 

Toltakoning 

Nitaa 

Okokthakon 

Katha 

Tangha 

Igutfha 

Sitchatfhada 

Tfinago 

Toonootha 

Neogtok 

Allia 

Atcha 

Imatfha 

Tulehoo 

Kaigbalik 

Keagook 

Aloktalik 

Ingliachtoak 

Anogatha 

Attoa 

Knaook 

Thirkaigada 

Inaghna 

Ankakthalik 

Nanaghna 

Itflia 

Achook 

Agatha 

Taieechook 

Angaiakatha 

Kemaktoak 

Achatha 

Chelagtoak 

Kingochthaka 

Iglai 

Kanogata 


Grief 
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EngliHi. 

Kamt(hatka. 

Al'Wtan. 

Kndlak. 

Grief 

Pain 

Quadafis 

Alchologothik 

Nanalik 

Anchagooh 

Labour 

Khafus 

Aguafutha 


Lazy 


Sochtalik 

Kfatachtook 

I 

Komma 

Keen 

Chooi 

Thou 

Kiz 

Ingaatv 

Chlput 

Eat 


Kaangen 

Pittooaga 

Drink 


Taangatha 

Taanagok 

Tiikc 

Kommogata 

Sulagna 

Teooka 

Strike 

Takfu 

Toogalik 

Tfliuzfliutekew 

Throw 

Tf-chluk 

Ignckan 

Ch-kakoo 

Strength 

Takafna 

Matalookan 

Oonachkiktook 

Marriage 

Klfliiza 

Afikfagathaii 


Widow 

Soofoo 

Ofehalik 


Life 

Kaitafitfli 

Anghogikoo 


High 

Koo-ung 

Kaiakok 

Kunachtook 

Low 

If-ung 

Kaielakon 

Chkidok 

Body 

Ooluk 

Kainga 

Death 


Afcluilik 

Tokook 

Big 


Taangoellik 

Angoch 

Little 


Aangonolokii 

Meyoch 

Cold 

Heat 


Kinganalik 

Tfliinglefclik 

Potfnatok 

Hot 

Kikak 

Akivachfelik 

Nogtoak 

Good 


Tfliizlhelik 

Azigtoak 

Bad 

Adkang 

Matchizfhelikan 

Kabigwafkak 

Wife 

Siniktulik 

Oofewitok 

Stupid 


Anghagelikin 

Naloo-oomok 

Light, not hea\7 


Igthaghatok 

Ogichtoak 

Hard 

Klttanua 

Tungachfich 

T-choak 

Thick 

Homono 

Anatulik 

Lcegoak 

Thin 


Anatalokon 

Amedoak 

Broad 

Kutenoo 

Kaghtoolik 

Kangatoak 

Quick 

White 


Angaiak 

Tftiukaladn 

Attagho 

Komakuk 

Katchtoak 

Black 

Kaktfliikluli 

Toonongoak 

Red 

Tfliaang 

Aluthak 

Cowigtoak 

Green 

Blue 

Nochfonne 

Tfliidthgaiak 

Kaktfhugthuk 

1 Tihunagtoak 

Sun 

Qua-atfli 

Akathak 

Madzfliak 

Moon 

Toogithak 

[B 2] 

Eghaloak 


Star 
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£nglini. 


Star 

Heaven, fky 

Kochan 

Mift, clouds 

Miflahan 

Wind 

Rain 

Tfliukutflioo 

Thunder 

Snow 

Icc 

Fire 

Pangltfli 

Light 

Daik 

Dochfiie 

Morning 

Evening 

Night 

Kolkwa 

Day 

Ealt 

Weft 

North 

S9uth 

Spring 

Summer 

Winter 

Autumn 

Year 

T-chafioo 

Earth 

Symt 

Water 

Ee-ec, or 

Sea 

Ningl 

Waves 

Kiaha 

Ifland 

Samatih 

Sand 

Clay 

Mountain 

Aal 

Shore 

Hite-flioo 

Hole 

Ditch^ 

Copper 

Iron 

QuatOioo 

Salt 

Pepum 

Animal 

FiOi 

Elihoo 


Alcutan. 

Kadiak. 

Sthak 

Aghia 

Inkak 

Killak 

Inkamaguk 

Amaigalok 

Mathuk 

Kaiyaik 

Tlhiotakik 

Shulukfliik 

Kidak 

Kancck 

Aniieg 

K^thak 

Tlhigoo 

Kigiiak 

Knok 

Aiighalk 

Taiigeechftok 

Tanileftok 

Kilak 

Oonamin 

Angalikingan 

Amgik 

Anghalik 

Akaatoch 

Kayathak 

Oonulak 

Tfliedulik 

Tchlaiiik 

Kighaithok 

Oailiak 

Nsimatha 

Ooagtok 

Kanikinga 

Ognakak 

Seahkothok 

Keegtok 

Kanagh 

Ookfogtok 

Seahkothoking 
* Kanaghinalik 

Ookfaghtok 

Tfiickak 

Noona 

Taangak 

Taangak 

Alaghok 

Thuk 

Imak 

Taangik 

Kightak 

Tftiooguk 

Kaguyee 

Tfliikthuk 

Kogoo 

Ghaiok 

Ingat 

AtQiida 

Tlhaak 

Tftianok 

Piaganok 

Tlhagak 

Lagut 

Kanuyak 

Kaunooyat 

Komlegu 

Tihauik 

Attagook 

Tagaiook 

Oongooalihat 

Ekachlewt 


* Winter’s spproKli. 


Worm 
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LngltflL 


Alf.il ?n. 

Kacliau*. 

Worm 

Chubbut 

Lokalak 

Kol)idlewt 

FJy 

Qiiamoftfli 

Ooliiiik 

K vielcwt 

Plants 

Sezda 


Obovit 

'rice 



Kobogak 

Bear 

Kafa 

Tanguak 

Tagookat 

Dog 

Kofsa 

.Uikuk 

Pewatit 

Fox 

Tttiafalhai 

Okotihing 

Kaffiak 

Goofc 

Kloais 

Llak 

Nachklalit 

Duck 

AHhingufli 

Tttiakiitfliadok 

Sakoligak 

Egg 

N-gacli 

Shamlok 

Mannik 

Nefl 

I-hitfli 

THiungangen 

Ojngolut 

Hut 

Kifut 

Ooladok 

Tlhcklewit 

Door 

Nutflioo 


Amik 

Hatchet 

Kvafquii 

Anigafliip 

Anigin 

Knife 

W atflioo 

Omgazflrizfliik 

Tlhangielk 

Kettle 

Kukua 

Afhok 

Afok 

Raw 

Sohaiig 

Kangakok 

Ai-cc-patiiok 

To boil 

Koquafoch 

Oonatlia 

Kaiincgtok 

War 


S;iigik 


Thief 


Tflikalkan 

Tcglunachtoch 

CJuarrcl 

Situngtti 

Amaghilik 

Aieevoak 

Spear 

Quaquanutfli 

Kadinagufliak 

Paniiah 

Friend 

Kallal 

Kinoghtaka 

'rfliuaga 

Enemy 


Kinoghtatkakan 

Tttiuugunltaga 

Warrior 


Kallochalik 

Tfhekehuyak 

Matter 

Annaiium 

Tokok 

Anayakak 

Servant 

Tlhcguatfh 

Talha 


Yes 

La 

Aang 

Aaiig 

No 

Ilki 

Mafelikan 

Pedok 

Now 

Daangoo 

Angaiak 

Chvcnigpak 

Before 

Koomat 

Angaiaktafatha 

Itfi-o-ak 

After 

Namfako 

Amoomotailikan 

Ettakoo 

Nigh 

Do-ok 

Wagagnaghikok 


Far off 

Nifeh 

Amathalik 


Here 

Noot 

Wallignakuk 


There 

Onga 

Amatkulikuk 


Yefterday 

Aati 

Kellagon 

Koagh 

This day 

Daangoo 

Vonangalik 

Gaunegpek 

To-morrow 

Bokuan 

Ilkellagon 

Oonagoo 

Where 

Natflia 

Channa 

Nai-ee-ma 

How 

Nochkuis 

AlkoUi 



When 
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Engli(h. 

Kamtfhatka. 

Aleutan. 

Kadiak. 

When 

Itta 

lyem 

Kakoo 

What 

Nokai 

Alkofigtatima 


Raven 


Kalkagiak 

Kalnak 

Eagle 


Tinglak 

Koomogik 

Bow 


Saidegich 

Kitfiak 

Arrow 


Agldak 

Chook 

Darts 


Agalgch 

Pannah 

One 

Kemmis 

Attakon 

Alcheluk 

Two 

Nittanoo 

Alluk 

Malogh 

Three 

Tfhufquat 

Kankoon 

Pingaicn 

Four 

Tlhafcha 

Shitlhiii 

Stamen 

Five 

Koomdas 

Tfltang 

Taliman 

Six 

Kilkoas 

Attoon 

Agovinligin 

Seven 

Ittachtenu 

Olung 

Malchongun 

Eight 

Tfhoktenu 

Kamtfliing 

Inglulgin 

Nine 

Tfliaktanak 

Bitching 

Kollemgaien 

Ten 

Komtook 

Ilafuk 

Kollen 

Eleven 

Difukfin 

Attakatliamatkich 

Alchtoch 

Twenty 

Kalkumtukcr 

Algithematick 

Suenak 

Thirty 

Tfliukumtuker 

,Kankuthematik 

Pingaienkollcn 


The Vocabulary of the TuJigoofe or Lamut Language 1 obtained from Mr, Koch the 
Commandant of Ochotjk^ who fuccceded Lieut enanUColonel Koylojf Ugre'tnin ; the njl 
•were all taken by myfelf on the fpot with great care and attention ; and having had fre^ 
quent opportunities to prove them with different nativesy I can pronounce them correct*^ 
There are many words in the Language of Kamtftiatka that I was not able to pro- 
nounce, and could not of courfc attempt to convey any idea of their found, which 
is the caufe of fo many blanks. 


No. UI. 



No. nr. 


IBESSsassBSssasa 

A 

LIST 


OF THE 

DIFFERENT STAGES FROM ST. PETERSBURGH; 

Specifying the number of verfts according to which I paid for horfes } the 
time of arriving and departing from each ftage, beginning each day at 
noon, and reckoning twenty-four hours to the day. 


From St. Peterlburg 

Verfts. 

From Zimnagorka 

Verfti. 

To Tzarfco Zclo 

w 22 

To Yadrova . 

- 20 

Izlhora 

- t 3 

Zotiloflki 

. 36 

Tofni 

23 

Viflinc Volotlkoi 

- 3 ^ 

Lubani 

26 

Vydrapufk 

33 

Tihudova 

32 

Torzlhok 

38 

Spaikoi Foliili 

- 24 

Mednoi 

- 33 

BerezoToi 

- 24 

Twcer 

30 

Novogorod 

- 22 

Gorodki 

28 

Bronitfa 

35 

Davidova 

- 26 

Zaitfova 

- 27 

Pelki 

3 » 

Kreftfi 

3 * 

Tlhornoi 

23 

Ezlhelbitfi .• 

Zimnagorka 

“ 38 

- 23 

Mofco 

28 


Places. 



APPENDIX. No. III. 
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Places. 

Vcrfts. 

Date, /I785. 

Tiitii 

Arrival. 

t of 

Departure. 

From Mofco 


Dec. 15. 



4- 


Novaja 



7- 


8. 


Bunkova 

34 


10. 

50 

12. 


Kerfliatftii 

34 


16. 


*7. 


Petufhki 

26 


20. 


21. 


Uiulal 

27 

16. 

24. 


1. 


ValacHmcr 

28 


6. 

30 

7* 

3® 

Tfliudogda 

39 


*3- 

50 

14. 

3® 

Mofliok 

30 


19. 

*5 

20. 


Darlhevo 

27 


23 - 


23 . 

3® 

Muroma 

i 30 

17- 

2. 


3* 

30 

Monakova 

25 


7- 

30 

8. 

3® 

Pogoft 

29 


’S- 


18. 


Pavlova 



21. 






18. 



7- 


Laflikova 

33 


19. 


21. 

3 ® 

Neizlhnei Novogorod 

34 

19. 

4- 


9- 

3^ 

Befvodnoi 

29 


*s- 


19. 

3^ 

Tatnits 

27 


22. 

45 

23. 

40 

Oftafliick 

32 

20. 

2. 


4* 


Ofinka 

32 


8. 


9. 

10 

Ycmangafli 

32 


11. 

30 

13- 

40 

Scartog 

22 


16. 


16. 

35 

Atchkarcne 

30 


21. 

10 

23- 


Tihebakfar 

26 

21. 

3- 


9- 


Kofliki 

3 ° 


16. 


16. 

40 

Ganafh 

3* 


21. 

25 

24. 

10 

Vefo vigil 

24 

22. 

4- 


4* 

30 

Kazan 

30 


8. 

30 
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Places. 

Verfts. 

Houfes and 
Churches 

Date, 1786. 

Tim 

Arrival. 

e of 

Departure. 

From Kazan 



Jan. 10. 


1. 

To licruli, village 

30 

70 


6 . 

6. 30 

Arlk, city 

26 

100 


10 . 15 

lo. 45 



t 2 


1 


Karadvan, village 

28 

20 


18. 41; 

20. 

Jangulov 

18 

I 00 


22. 40 

24. 

(Junbar 

29 

49 

II. 

s- 

7. 50 

Tercmefe 

42 

40 


16. 45 


Va z fli i n 1 cch-Kakfc 

26 

17 


20. 20 

21. 10 

iSumfae 

20 

36 


^ 3 - ^5 

24. 

Ubarie 

14 

25 

12. j 

2. 

2. IJ 

Kulmetfat 

29 

25 


5 - 30 

6. 30 

Zaitfi 

38 

20 


10. 25 

I I. 

Igra 

37 

25 


^ 7 - 

17. 20 

Bolflioi-Purga 

32 

5 ° 


21. 

22. 

Debefla, village 

25 

90 

13- 

I. 

2. 



t I 




Sofnova 

52 

200 


t 

10. 

10. 30 



t I i 


1 


Dubroffky 

25 

35 


^ 3 • 

13. 20 

Ochaiioi, city 

26 

60 


17. 

> 7 - 45 



t i 




Poldenol, village 

16 

20 


20. 30 

21. 15 

Kultaiva 

28 

40 

14. i 

1. 

I. I's 



t I 

1 

j 



Koianova 


80 

i 

8. 30 

10. 

Krilufova 

37 

ICO 


19. 15 

19. 45 



t I 




Kungiir, city 

20 



22. 15. 





15- 


21. 30 

Stretenfkoi, village 

26 

80 

16. 

2. 45 

•J 

4 ’ 

Zolotuouftoflky 

19 

330 


7. 40 

II. 



t I 




Bukovi 

16 

60 


13. 

I ■?. 70 

Atchinlky Krepoft 

20 

100 i 


17- 

^ .J 

17. 30 



t ‘ 




Bilirlkl do. 

20 

100 

1 

21. rj 

23 - 



t ~ 




Klenoflky do. 

22 

70 

17 - 

3 - 15 

5 ‘ 



t i 1 





[c] 






appendix. No. hi. 


VcrAs. ArrW.l. Dcpartu... 


Time of 


To Kirgifhanlky Kreporll 
Diogroboflky do. 

Bdimboieflky Savod 


January, 


12 . 45 * 4 * 

17. 40 


18. 1 23. 


Refliotti, village 
Ekatetineburg, city 

Kofulina, village 
Belojarlk 

Belilki, village 
Chomoi Korova 
Kamiflilov, city 

Buftiminlka, town 

Kujarflky, village 
Bcioi Jalamlky 
Bela Kaflka, town 

Tugulunlka 

tlfpianlk 


17 - 30 


8 . 

12. 45 


21. 30 22. 30 

2. IS 3 - >5 

7. 30 8. 30 

13. 50 14* 3 ° 

17. »7- 30 

19- 30 *5 


6. 30 7. 30 


12. 45 ^5- 


Tumen, city 

Kaflcara, village 
SofonoY 

Kofmakof 

Prokoffky 

Ufolka 

Jiirkova 

Artanienof 

Jevlcfi* 


3. 4* 20 

9. 9 - ^5 

14 - ^5 30 

15, 45 16. 

18. 18. 15 

19. 30 19. 45 

20. 30 21. 

22. 22. 30 
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Places. 

■ 

Houfes and 
Ciiurchcs "f • 

Ddtc, 17F.6. 

Tim 

Arrival. 

. . ... 

e of 

1 Dr{iarturc* 




January. 



To Antcpena, village 

i 8 

30 

23- 

I. 

I- 

Lipoffkjr 

17 

30 


2. 30 

2. 45 



t ‘ 




Baikal ofF 

18 

70 


4 . 20 

5 * 

Turbayefiky, tartar huts 

23 

40 , 


8. 

10. 

Rechkoflka, village 

25 

7 


’ 3 - 

16. 

Tabollk, city 

25 



20 . 





24. 


19. 

Baklheva, village 

29 

10 

25- 

24. 

1. 

Stara Pogoft 

20 

30 


3 * 

4. 40 

Kapotilova 

30 

8 


8. 

9 - 

Drcfvanka 

3 » 

6 


16. 

16, 45 

Iftitlki Jurti 

S'’ 

>4 


21. 

21. 45 

Kuferadffca, village 

41 

30 

26. 

5 - 30 

6, 

Golopopova 

5<5 

30 


17- 

18. 

Vikolov, town 

3 ' 

75 


22. 30 

23. 30 



t I 




Otflilmova, village 

46 

30 

27. 

5. 20 

6. 20 

Zudiloflky, for poll 

58 

30 


17. 25 

18. 

Ribina, village 

36 

20 


22. i 

23 - 

Chaoonina 

40 

20 

28. 

4 - i 

7 - 

Leflka, town 

30 

70 


12. 

12. 30 



t 1 




Butakova, village 

38 

40 


18. 

19. 

Tara, city 

29 



21. 





29. 


2. 

Ullara, village 

32 

50 


5 - 

6.. 



t » 




RcftietnikofF, village 

3 ^ 

30 


1 1. 15 

12. 

Artin 

14 

30 


14. 30 

> 5 - 

Refina 

52 

80 


21. 30 

23 - 

Maraflii 

24 

20 

30. 

2. 30 

3 * 

Nazareva 

12 

80 


4 - 

4. 15 



t 1 




Ghochlova 

J 9 

70 


6. 30 

7 - 

Vozncfenjka, town 

20 

100 


10. 30 

II. 



t I 



1 


[c %1 





£ 20 ] 


APPENDIX. No. III. 


riaces. 

Verfts. 

Houfes aiu! 
Churches f 

Date, 1786. 

Tim 

Arrival. 

e of 

Dt’paitiirc. 




January. 



To Tartarflvi, village 

20 

35 


14. 30 

15- 

Turomova 

21 

80 


18. 30 

19. 

Pokrotlka, town 

n 

70 


21. 

21 - 45 

Antofkln, village 

23 

I I 

50 


24. 

24. IS 

liulatova 

18 

75 

3 «- 

4 - 

4 - 30 

Kainlk, city 

33 

1 *25 


7 - 

7. 20 



t ' 




Oflinova Kolki, village 

29 

70 


23. 45 

24. 15 

Kolmakov 

30 


Feb. I. 

3 - 

4. 15 

TTbiniky 

30 

so 


8. 

i 9 - 

Kargan 

28 

50 


12. 

12. 15. 

Karbotfki, for port: 

26 

70 


^S- 45 

16. 

Kirgatlki Dubrovi 

25 

SO 


24. 

24. 30 

Itkula, town 


100 

2. 


2. 



t ^ 




Sektinlky, village 

47 

66 


5 - 

5‘ 20 

OftrtiinikofF 

>7 

50 


7 - 45 

8. 

Sheligino 

26 

70 


11. 1 

1 1. 15 

Tarafliinfka 

20 

30 


M- 1 

14. 15 

Tfliauflilka, town 

25 

80 


17 * 15 ! 

17. 40 

, 


t 1 




Dubrovina, village 

40 

8 


21. 30 

22. 

Ajartiiiifk 

35 

40 

3 - , 

2. 

2. 45 

Karafina, village 

25 

10 


5 - 30 

7 - 30 

Chornoi Kaftaiiits 

33 

20 


10. 30 

11. s 

Varuchiiia 

34 

60 


15. 20 

> 5 - 30 

Kaltai 

23 

23 


17- 

17- 30 

Tomik, city 

24 



i(> 45 





4 - 

j 

23 - 

Semenuflini, town 

28 

35 

5 - 

2. 30 

3 - 35 



t ^ 




Chaldeifki, village 

M 

40 


4. IS 

5 - 2S 

Turuntaiva 

22 

40 


8. 30 

9 - 

Cleon 

40 

30 


17. 30 

19. 

Potftiitanti 

22 

20 

1 

22. 

22. 20 

Berikul 

25 

24 

6. 

2. 

2. 30 

Kifkova, town 


60 


12. 30 

* 3 - 


1 

•r I i 


i 
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rinccs. 


To Suflova, village 
Tczfliiu 
Itaf 

Hogotolfki, town 

Krafnoreka, village 
Archin, city 

Chornol-rechka, village 

liolflioi Kemtflmk 

Maloi Kcmtfliuk 

Zavedeva 

Krafnojarfk, city 

Botoi, village 

Kulkun, village 

Balai 

Jarr 

Ribnia 

Klutch 

Uria 

Kamfkol Oftrog 

Han, village 
Poim 
Tini 
Klutchi 
Berufa, town 

BayronoiF, village 
Rozgonia, hut 
Alzamai, village 
Zamfor 
Ook 

Udinlk, city 

Singui, village 
Shabatan 


1 Verfls. 

Houfts and 
Ciiurclies -f . 

Date, 1786. 

Tim 

Arrival, 

enf 

]. 5 q>.ii tuif 



February. 



2'^ 

15 


14. 30 

> 5 * 

28 

60 


18. 30 

19. 

32 

30 


23- 

24. 

34 

250 

/• 

4 - 

4. 20 


t I 




28 

150 


6. 45 

7 - AS 

28 

150 


II. 30 

12. 


t » 




32 

60 


16. 45 

17- 

38 

40 


22. 


35 

26 

8. 

5 - 

5 - 30 

3 » 

30 


8. 30 

9 - 

25 



12. 

14. 30 

24 

102 


17* 

17. 20 

23 

35 


21. 45 

22. 

32 

30 

9 - 

I. 

I. 40 

24 

60 

1 

s- 

5 - 30 

25 

80 


9 - 

9 - 30 


t « 




30 

30 


13- 15 

14. 

20 

30 


» 7 - 30 

18. 

25 

70 


21. 

21. 30 


+ I 




20 

>5 


24. 

24, 30 

28 

20 

10. 

5 - 30 

6 . 

18 

10 


8. 30 

9. 30 

28 

5 


> 4 - 45 

17. 30 

• 40 

60 


22. 

22. 30 


1 ^ ' 




21 

20 

11. 

2. 

2 - 45 

24 

1 


6. 

6. 45 

29 

8 


10. 30 

11. 

32 

10 


« 5 - 

15- 3 » 

35 

10 


20. 

20. 30 

25 

OJ 

0 

0 


22. 20 

23- '5 


i- 2 




30 

1.2 

12. I 

2. 

2. I.; 

30 

16 

1 

6. 

6. 
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appendix. No. in, 


places. 


To Toolon, town 

SaragooU village 
Kuilton 
Kamcltc 
Zeminlk, town 


Dolroi 

KupuUn 

Chiremcliova 

Tatook 

Viligtui 
Irkutfk, city 

Kuda) town 

Oyok 

Bufinlkl 

Olonlki 

Bayendarflc 

Kudunfa 

Maiifurka 

Ifiet 

Katchuga Priftan 


1 

1 floufis and 
Verfts. ! Churches f * 

1 

1786. 

i 

1 

'"cbriiary. 

46 ! 

130 

12. 

r 

1 

” t ^ 


26 

30 


41 

70 


38 

120 


28 

5 ^ 

13- 


1 1 


46 

80 



1 1 


29 

100 



t » 


28 

0! 

CO 



t » 


38 

no 



+ » 



70 


24 


14. 
May 10. 

x8 

200 



t » 


*3 

180 



t * 


27 

I. 

11. 

30 

1. 


30 

1. 


30 

t. 


30 



30 



22 

* 5 - 

12. 


Time 

Arrival. 

of 

Departure. 

II. 

II. 30 

13 - 30 

14. 

18. 30 

19. 

22. 

22. 30 

I. IS 

2. 

6. IS 

7 - 

10. 

10. 15 

12. 30 

13 - 

16. IS 

17 - 

19. 30 

I. 

20. 30 

6 . 

8. 

18. 

22. 

22. 10 

24. 30 

I. 

4 - 5 ° 

5 - 

7 - »S 

7 * 25 

10. 

IS- 30 

19. 

19. 30 

22. 

2. 

23. 30 
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L»3l 


The following Villages we pafled on the River Lena*' Verfts reckoned 

from Katihuga Priftan. 


Places. 

Vcrft$. 

Date, 1786. 

Hoiifes. 

Churches. 





May. 



Katfliuga, town 

- 

3 

* 5 - 

70 


Killinova 

- 

- 

*4 


10 


Vircholenfk 

- 


30 

{laid till 16. 

100 


Unitfki 


- 

3 S 


5 


Kuliofiki 



54 


6 


Kozloffkl 

• 

- 

59 


5 


Apufhinlk 

- 

- 

64 

waited day- 

6 


Kafliinoffki 


- 

80 

light 

16 


Zaplelhinlk 

• 


86 


8 


Garafovoi 

• 

• 

90 


3 


Pagofflci 

«• 

- 

97 


21 


Verobroflki 


- 

100 


14 


Mikilhinlk 

- 

- 

107 


6 


Apafhinlk 

- 

- 

119 

17 - 

5 


Golovna 

- 

- 

123 


6 


Ardoffici 


- 

126 


1 1 


Goloynofflcl 

- 

- 

128 


10 


Kuznetfoflki 

- 

- 

* 3 * 


6 


Simconoflki 

- 

- 

132 


7 


Balaganlkoi 

- 

- 

135 


12 


Ziranofflii 

- 

•* 

J37 


/ 


Gigaloffki 

- 

- 

140 


13 


Ufiilga 

m 

- 

170 

i 



Grufna 

- 

- 

194 


9 


Botoflki 

- 

- 

2|8 


10 


Shamanoffki 

- 

m 

228 


*5 


Golli 

- 

- 

244 


8 


Shcrftinova 

- 

- 

251 

18. 

I 


Starfa 

- 

* 

254 


2 


Tomlkina 

- 

- 

257 


7 


Saroffki 


- 

264 


3 


Zagoblninlki 

- 

- 

284 


9 


Bafofiki 

- 


299 


7 


Dudkin 


- i 

303 i 


9 


Orlinga 

m 

" 1 

324 ' 


20 










appendix. No, III. 


Date, 17 15 6 . 


Churches and 
Monaftcrics f. 


I'ov'oiki 

Vifokii 

’Tarafova 

Scclimoflki 

Scokuioflki 

Boyarll;i 

Pavlova 

Oinoloffki 

Sinuflikin 

Riga 

'furoka 

Uikoot 

Balachaia 

Yekurin 

Polovinoi 

Podimachinlkai 

Kofarki 

Kokooifhka 

Ti-oora 

Nazaroffki 

Marakoflka 

Tyra 

TJlgan 

Kafemeroflki 

Krafnoyarof 

Levonofiki 

Potapofflci 

Lubofiki 

Karafoflkl 

Sheftakova 

Gavriloflki 

Panikoi 

Balafliova 

Makarova 

Panfliina 

Zahorfkoi 

Krivalutfkoi 

Vologinlk 

Lavrufliinfk 

Lazarova 

Menakofikoi 
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Places. 

/ 

Vtifls. 

1 Dale, 1786. 

} 

Hoiifcs. 

Clmiwlici and 
Mon.iAcrics f . 





May 20. 



Tfliertofflvoi 

• 

• 

745 


2 


Kudrina 

• 

• 

75 ° 



Kulibakinfle 

• 


766 


4 

Krivorotfkoi 

• 

. 

772 


*5 

Kabarova 

. 


776 

21. 

JO 

Varoninfk 


- 

777 


K 

Kiringa 

- 

* 

778 


80 

2 t 1 

Nikolfki 

- 

• 

780 


4 1 

Zme-ina 

- 


790 


0 > 

Alexceffki 

• 

• 

802 


8 


Soltikoflkl 



815 

* 

10 


Podkaminoi 


. 

818 

20 


Polovinoi 

• 

- 

821 

>2 1 

Pikulina 

• 

- 

824 

! 4 i 

Borovia 



825 


2 : 

Mefovia 

- 


826 


3 1 

Gerbova 

. 

• 

828 


20 


BanfliikofF 

- 

- 

830 


20 


Tfhigioflki 

’ - 

- 

838 1 


25 


Grebenic 


• 

840 


10 


Kondrafhinfk 


• 

844 


12 


Vefnikova 

.. 

• 

854 


20 

I 

Sukniova 


• 

869 


20 


Spolofliiia 

- 

- 

874 


30 

1 

Kabalova 

- 

- 

875 


20 


Pufhinova 

- 

- 

894 


10 


Ilienik 

- 


899 


7 


Darinfk 

- 


919 


10 


Iziliura 

- 


949 


II 


DavidofF 

. 

- 

963 

22* 

7 


Korlhunoffki 

- 

- 

980 


7 


Ivaiiufhka 

- 

- 

981 


3 


'rfliaftinfk 

- 

" » 

I 004 


2 


Varobieflki 

- 

- 

1041 


I 


Kuraifk 

- 

- 

I 070 


4 


Poifliina 

- 

• 

IIIO 


3 


'rfhuifki 

- 

- 

1157 


7 


Vltima 

- 

- 

1178 


30 

1 

Pelidui 

- 

- 

1205 

23. 

30 

1 

Krilloflki 

- 

- 

1232 


3 


Yelofiki 

- 

- 

1259 


4 

1 

Pirkiiilk 

- 

- 

1293 


1 4 
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Places. j 

Vcr/ls. 

Dau, i7‘i6. 

Hoilfcs. 

Churches and 
Moiiafleiies *!•. 


1 

May 



Ghamra 



3 


Konki 

' 33<5 


2 


Tfhioofka 

1380 

24. 

3 


Muria 

1405 


3 


Silguil 

1445 


5 


Ncwyc 

*475 


5 


Yerba 

1505 


3 


Oofliakan 

1540 


2 


Y edai 

1565 


4 


Mackai • • 7 

‘595 

25 - 

2 


Bcrofova 

j 64 S 


4 


Dolgoi 

1678 


3 


Nelcna 

1711 


3 


Cheringa 

1735 


4 


Birt 

*775 


6 


Anyinfk 

1798 


9 

i 

Alofinfk 

*799 


^3 


Olekma 

1807 

26. 

50 

2 

Solenka 

1832 


4 


Namania 

1872 


3 


Karabalyk 

1912 


3 


Chatin Tumul 

*954 

27. 

2 


Murta 

1976 


1 


Sanayagtafc 

201-8 


2 


Malikan - - - 

2055 


2 


Ifaki 

2090 


2 


Nevarchic 

2125 


2 


Umarie 

21^0 


2 


Sinae 

2180 


2 


Batamai 

2210 


3 


Kitarie 

2232 


2 


Toiona - - - 

2274 


2 


Biftach 

2301 


14 

t * 

Takutflk 

2390 






No. IV. 


ACCOUNT 


OF 


The full Pay of the different Ranks, with other Dependencies ; and alfo 
an Explanation of the ufual Deduftions, according to the Regulation 
of 1782. 




Ko. 

Captain of ift rank 


C\ 

0 

0 

Allowed 6 Dcnfhicks ; 

their pay 


each 

- 

6 

Which pay is undcrftood for all 
Dcnfhicks of others 


Captain of 2d rank 

4 Denfliicks 

- 

420 

Captain- Lieutenants^ 

Majors’ 


rank 

2 Dcnfhicks 

• 

300 

Lieutenants, Captains’ rank - 
2 Dcnfhicks 

200 

Midfhipmen 

j Denfhick 

- 

120 

Upper Auditors 

2 Dcnfhicks 

- 

240 

Auditors 

I Denfhick 

- 

100 

Clerk, or Secretary 
Skippers 

• 

7 ^ 

Of the I ft rank 

] Denfliick 


M 4 

Of the ad rank 

I Denfhick 

• 

132 

CommifTnry 

1 Denfliick 

- 

100 

Prieils 

- 

120 


Cd 2] 
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Surgeons 


Each allowed i Denlliick 


Ro. 


i 

1 


Ships’ Clerks 

Sturmen - - * 

Pod Sturmen 
Pod Lekars 
Pod Skippers 

Timmerman (Sliip Builders) f 

Boatfwains 

Boatfwains’ Mates 

Sturniens’ Learners - % 

Surgeons’ Learners 

Quarter-Mailers 

Sailors J 

Cabin Boy 

Defatnick of Plotnicks 

Plotniken 

Caulkers 

Sail-Makers* Mates 
Smiths 

Coopers and under Coopers 

Boteleirs 

Under Boteleirs 

Trumpeter, lil and 2d Clafs § 

Kettle Drummers 

Cooks I ft and 2d Clafs .. ( 

Profort - ' - I 

In the Sea Hofpital 

Dodors 

3 Denfliicks 
Stab Lekars 

2 Denftiieks 

The Upper Prieft of the Fleet 
above Church Charatlcrs 
Marines 
Major Pricmier 


300 

240 

180 

150 

3 ^ 

138 

60 

84 

60 

90 

60 

3 ^ 

3 ' 

18 

24 

II 

7 

6 

24 

15 

15 

24 

1 1 
40 
60 

9 

6 

800 

600 


240 

300 


Co. 



40 


SO 


14 

64 

9 


14 


14 

14 


5 

5 

4 


* According to their 
merits and abilities, 
their pay to be aug- 
mented or dimitiiflied. 

f According to their 
attention, abilities, and 
defert, to add or de- 
duct ; but never Icfs 
than ro. 60, nor more 
than their full pay. 

j According to me- 
rit, their pay to be in- 
creafed or leflened 5 but 
never to be lefs than ro. 
24, nor to exceed their 
full pay in addition. 


3 ^ 

3 <^ 

16 


Their uniforms to be 

given in natura. 


From 12 ro. to 18 
ro. according to their 
► merit 5 but not to ex- 
ceed this ftipulated 
fum. 


3 ^ 


3 <^ 

3 ^ 


Their uniforms to be 
given in nafura. 

§ According to their 
knowledge of muficand 
good behaviour their fa- 
lary may be augmented 
or dimiiiiftied. 

II Their uniforms hi 
naiiira* 


N. B. Denftuck is a Servant allowed out of the Sliip’s Company, not only 
whilft at fca, but alfo at quarters. This man may be let out to work, and the Ofli- 
ccr receive the money tliat he gets by labour, as alfo his allowance of provifioii. 




No. V. 


INSTRUCTIONS 

OF 

HER IMPERIAL MAJESTT, 

FROM THE 

ADMIRALTY COLLEGE, 

To Mr. Joseph Billings, Captain-Lieutenant of the Fleet, commanding the 
Geographical and Aftronomical Expedition intended for the North-Eaftern 
part of the Ruffian Empire. 


PTek Imperial Majefty, extending her maternal and unremitted care for the 
Bappinefs of her fubjefts to all, even the mod diftant, parts of her vaft dominions, 
has been gracioufly pleafed to order, as well with Intent to fiirnifli them with 
better means of life, and to render them more happy and advantageous, as 
for the important advancement of fcience, an expedition of difeovery to the 
moft caftern coafts and feas of Her Empire j for the exaft determination of the 
longitude and latitude of the mouth of the river Kovima, and the fituation of the 
great promontory of the Tlhutlki, as far as the Ead Cape •, for forming an cxacl; 
chart of the iflands in the Eadcrn Ocean extending to the coad of America; in 
fliort, for bringing to perfedion the knowledge acquired under her glorious reign, 
of the feas lying between the continent of Siberia and the oppofite coad of 
America, 

The execution of this Her Majedy’s intention is entruded to you, as a fkilful 
officer zealous for the fervice of Her Imperial Majedy ; in full confidence, that 
the importance of this bufinefs with refpeft to the glory of Her Majedy’s facred 
name, and the intered of Her Empire, will excite you to fulfil the great exptita- 
tions entertained of your abilities. 


Her 
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Her Imperial Majefly, agreeably to her wonted gracious and generous dilpofi- 
tion in all her ufeful ami maternal commands, is pleafed, over and above i'uch 
weighty incitements, lor your greater encouragement to activity and zeal in tlic 
fcrvicc, to give you the rank of Captain-Lieutenant of tlie licet *, for wliieli rank 
you have taken the oatli, tnul received your patent ; and, to favour you ftUI more, 
tlie olliccrs and petty olReers winch you Iiave demanded are named according \o 
your own choice, as you will obfevve by the lilt annexed hereto. 

At the fame time Her Imperial Majclly has gracioiilly ordered, that from the 
^lay of figning this Inflruclion, until your return to St. Peteilburg, you and all 
under your command arc to be allowed double pay, according to their ranks j to 
you according to the rank here granted, and to your fubalterns according to the 
rank tlr.it they fliall obtain at Irkutlk; which pay is to be given here, one year in 
advance *, above which, to you and all your fubalterns, a bounty of one year’s p.iy 
for procuring ucctflkries for travelling. 

Our Mofl Gracious »Sovereign has alfo generoufly ordered, that at your arrival at 
Irkutlk, before you begin the execution of what is preferibed in the following ar- 
tides, you (liall declare in Her Majefly’s name, to all ofllcers and petty ofllcers 
rmder your command, an advanced rank above what they bear, and have them 
iV/orn accordingly ; except thofe only who arc to receive gratifications in money, 
according to the annexed lift. 

Her Imperial Majclly gracioufly orders you to declare yourfelf, in Her Imperial 
name, Captain of the Fleet of the fecond rank, after having fulfilled the bufmefs 
preferibed in the following articles on the river Kovima ; in whicli rank you are 
then to take the oath. 

When you liavc finifbed your preferibed bufinefs on the river TIovima, and along 
the coall of the Tfliutiki, at your return to Ochotflc, where every thing will be 
ready for your, voyage to the coaft of America, at the inftant of going on board 
you arc to declare, in Her Imperial Majefty’s name, an advanced rank to all under 
your command ; to caufe the oath to be adminiftered to yourfelf, and to the reft 
according to the above-mentioned lift. Laftly, at your arrival at Cape St. Elias 
you may declare yourfelf Captain of the firft rank. 

Thofe of your fubalterns wlio, according to tbcir rank, fucceed to the places of 
fuch as may die, either a natural death or by accident, and who will be ordered to 
fuch rank either by you or by the officer that may have the command after you, 
provided they produce a certificate of their good behaviour and zeal in the fervice 
«from the Commander in Chief, will on their return to Peterfburg be confirmed at 
the Admiralty College, in the name of Her Imperial Majefty, in the rank con- 
Lrr( d on them *, and will be accounted in that rank from the day of their appoint- 

3 inem. 
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merit. This is ta be underftood of thofe who bear petty officers* ranks ; thofe who 
get into the denomination of upper officers,, according to the above-mentioned 
order of advancement, will have cq^ual advance with officers that go from hence. 

In cafe any one of thofe that go from hence (hould die, be maimed, or lofe the 
ufe of his limbs, during the Expedition on the Tffiutlki coaft, or the navigation 
from Ochotfk to the American coaft ; if fuch perfon fliould have a wife and chil- 
dren, the widows of the deceafed fliall receive until they marry again, or until 
their death, and the children till they come to their lawful term of years, half pay 
of what the deceafed received during the Expedition ; the maimed fliall alfo receive 
fuch half pay during their lives. 

After having completed the buftnefs entrufted to you, on your happy return to 
St. Peterfburg, you, and all under your Command, will receive the defedl of the 
double pay for the different ranks obtained during the Expedition ; and, as a gra- 
tuity, a year’s double pay according to the rank they return in ; over and above 
which you and all your fubalterns, returning fafe, will receive for life the Angle pay 
received during the Expedition, without accounting for what he may get for future 
fervices. 

Such gracious grants and further promifes of protefiion, but moft of all the im- 
portance of the trull laid upon you, muft excite in you a noble emulation to render 
yourfelf worthy of it, by endeavouring to do all in your power to fulfil the articles 
of this inftruilion, confirmed by Her Imperial Majefty, and fetting, by your un- 
remitted endeavours, an example of zeal to all your fubalterns* 


ARTICLE I. 

For your information are hereunto annexed fourteen charts of former navigators 
on the Northern and Eaftern Ocean, and along the coatts 5 as alfo of travels by 
land ; to which are anncxcil fhort extrafts of the journals of the travellers, from 
1724 to 1 799* The plan of the vefi'el prefented by you for iiifpeftion is herewith 
returned ; and you may, upon that plan, conftrudl vcfl’els at Oehotlk, if there be 
not one found there fit for your navigation. Annexed is liicewife a lift of Ruffian 
towns, with the determination of the latitude and longitude of fome \ as alfo a 
model, according to which vocabularies of the different nations are to be colledled. 

' You receive alfo medals exprcfsly made for you, to be employed with fuch nations, 
the proper appropriation of which will be hereafter deferibed. 

You will receive herewith five thoufand rubles, to be employed in buying beads, 
knives, and other inftruments, fmall copper-kettles, and other fuch trifles, to be em- 
ployed as prefents to the favages who are fond of them. 


You. 
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You will alio receive here mathematical and aftronomical Inflruments, bcfides 
others ; and double pay, for you and all your Command, for one year advance ; 
and likewife the above-mentioned bounty granted by Her Imperial Majefty for you 
and all your Conimaiul, which you arc to deliver againfl their receipts in the olficial 
receipt-book, of wdiieh twenty ate given to you from the Admiralty for this pur- 
pofe ; as alfo for entering for the future all receipts and cxpenccs. After you 
linvc provided yourfcif with all nccciTaries for the journey, you are to proceed w'ith 
all your Command, the fliortell and moft advantageous road to Irkuifk. You arc 
to take care not to break your oath of keeping fccrct the bufinefs cntrulled to you ; 
and not to exceed, on affairs of fecrecy, tlie ukaze of 1724, of wdilch a copy is 
annexed for your information. You are not to open yourfcif on any account to 
any body about tlic meafiires or proceedings of your Expedition, unlefs ordered fo 
to do ; and much lefs fo, to any body, tliis or any other inftruction that may be 
given to you for the fame purpofe ; you arc alfo to give the moil llridl orders to all 
vour Command to this effect. 

During your travels, if any very important accident fliould happen to you, you 
are to give notice to the Admiralty College by exprefs ; but in affairs of lefs import- 
ance, for example of the (late and place in wdiich you are, fend your reports by poft. 
From the day of your fetting out from Pctcrlburg till the very conclufion of your 
Expedition, you are to keep a journal very accurately yourfcif, and order your 
olRcers to do the fame. 


ARTICLE II. 

When you andve wdth your Command at Irkutlk, you arc to deliver to the Go- 
vernor-General of Irkutlk and Kolivan, Jacobi, or in his abfcnce tlie Vice Governor, 
the original ukaze of Her Majeily directed to him ; to which is added a copy of 
this your Inffrudiou ; and in which order is given, that all poflible afliftance be 
rendered at your requeft for the fervicc of Her Majefty. The Governor is to give 
you fufticient direftions for your journey to Yakutfk, OchotJk, Izfliiginfk, and to 
the river Kovima. He is to provide you with an open ukaze, by w-hich it is enjoined 
to all the commanders and chanceries of the places through or by which you, or 
any font by you (to whom you are always to give at their fetting off your inftruc- 
tions for their journey), may travel, that they, upon your requeft, give you all poflible 
afliftance, as well of hands as ftores and provifions j befides, the fame Governor- 
General is empow^ered by Her Majefty's ukaze to give you another open ukaze, 
fur the receipt of ten thoufand rubles for uncxpcdlcd and extraordinary expences, 
which may happen during your travels ; as alfo for travelling expences, and for the 
payment of fuch men as you may, according to the prefeription of this inftruftion, 
employ in any part of Irkutlk. Of this fum you may receive as much is necef- 

fary, 
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farv, and when and where you think fit ; but for the money received, you, and the 
eldeft ofiicer next you, are to pafs your receipts, that you may know how much 
money is received and can be received on the ukaze. You are to require in each 
place where you take money, that he from whom you receive it fhould endorfe 
upon the ukaze, how much, where, and when, the payment has been made ; and 
the expenccs, with an account for what the expenditures have becMi made, arc to be 
noted in the official book given by the Admiralty, with receipts wherever they 
can be procured. Stores and provifions you are to receive, witli confent of your 
fubalterns, mentionhig, in the receipt which you give, the quality and quantity of 
goods received. You are not on any account to make any fuperfliious or puzzling 
demands, only what is prdcribed, or fuch as contribute in reality to the fervice 
of Her Majcfty ; nor expend any fum upon what is not neceflary, as you will be 
rcfponfible for it. 

At Irkutfk you are to endeavour, with the help of the Governor- Gcn. ral, to pro- 
vide yourfelf, without the lealt lofs of time, with all ncceffiirics, and to get them 
tranfported to their refpeQive places. You may, for forwarding bufincfs, detach 
from your Command upper ami under officers for infpcdling, preparing, and tranf- 
porting the llores collcftcd to their places of deftlnation. 

If you fee, Uy the lift in the pofleflion of the Governor-General, that in the ma- 
gazines at Ochotlk there is not a fufficient quantity of provifions and other ftores 
neceflary for duly arming and viaualling the fliips which are proper to be employed 
for your navigation, as alfo for your march to the river Kovima, and along the 
coaft of the Tlhutfki ; in fuch cafe you arc to requeft the Governor- General to 
endeavour by all means to furnifh the magazines in due time with what is rc- 
quifite, and that the faid Governor- General may fend an exprefs to the Com- 
mander of Ochotlk, with orders as well to fupply fuch wants, if there fliould be 
any, as alfo to Hop the veflel that annually fails with provifions for Izfliiginlfci 
Krepoft in June or July, that you may be able to take the opportunity of faid vcf- 
fel for going to Izfliiginlk ; and laftly, that the faid Commander (hould fend 
orders to Petro Pavloflky, or whatever other harbour of Kamtfliatka is thought 
more prppcr, for preparing there, againft your intended voyage towards the coaft 
of America, fufficient quantities of dried fifh and wild roots, and other eatable 
wild vegetables, for the fupply of your people ; enjoining, tliat at fuch harbour 
fhould be ftationed in due time about twenty Kamtfliadals, ufed to a feafarlng life, 
and well Ikillcd in lifhing and hunting, who are to accompany you in your voyage 
for the ufual pay. 

At Trkutlk, you may examine and take your choice of five or fix of the beft 
fcholnrs of the Navigation School, and take them under your command to employ 
them during your travels in furveying and drawing charts ; thefe are to remain 

[e] with 
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with you till the conclufion of the Expedition, upon the fume footing a& the other 
petty officers that go with you from Peteriburg. Thofe Uchenicks that were for» 
mcrly fent with Captain Krenitzen received fifty-four rubles annually 5 you may 
give them fuch payment for one year for their equipment. 

You are alfo to take with you from Irkutlk the naturalift Mr. Patrin, who wiM 
remain with you till your return with your Command to St, Peteriburg, in order 
to deferibe fuch natural curiofities- as may be met with iluring the courfe of the 
Expedition ; he will receive particular inftrudions for his bufinefs, and what he is 
to do in fuch places where he will go w^ith you, or where you fliall think fit to fend 
him, for deferibing objeds worth obferving *, you are to affift him, upon his requeft, 
with hands, iiiilruments, and money for executing his orders ; giving him leave to 
flop for obfcrvatioiis in fuch places fo long as circumftances will permit, taking 
him along with you wherever you go to diftant places. You may, if you fhall 
think it neceffiiry, receive from the Governor-General at Irkutlk, according to- the 
imperial ukaze, another year’s double pay for all your Command in advance,. 

Having received from the Governor-General all that is required for the Expe- 
dition, and all that may ferve for your future and more circumftantial information ; 
having alfo executed all that is to be done at Irkutlk, and refleftcd on circumftances 
that may happen during your further journey, you will then, without lofs of time, 
either by land or along the river Lena, as you fliall think belt, with fuch of your 
Command as remains with you after making the neceflary detachments, proceed to 
Yakutlk, or where you fliall think it moll convenient for the fervice, or the intent 
of the Expedition. As you are ftri£lly to follow the diredions of the Governor- 
General, fo you have alfo to make your reports to him of your proceedings, of un- 
forefeen untoward circumftances and hindrances in your journey to Ochotlk, and 
from thence to Izlhiginlk and to the Kovima *, in order that you may, in cafe of 
neceffity, receive diredlions from him how to proceed. 

Laftly, You are to reprefent to the Govenior-Ceneral, that he is to give the 
molt abfolute orders through his whole government, that nobody fliould be curi- 
ous in opening letters fent by meflengers with private reports, as it happened during 
the Expedition under the command of Captain Krenitzin tlie loth of April, in the 
year 1768, at the port of Ochotlk, by the Commander Colonel Feodor Plcnifner. 

Particularly at this time, and in this part of the Ruffian Empire, moft of all in 
parts lying beyond the river Lena, as far as you lhall travel either by fea or land, 
you arc to detcrpiine as nearly as poffible the longitude and latitude of remarkable 
places, the variation of the compafs ; to form furveys and charts ; draw remarkable 
views of coafts, with the fituation of bays, inlets, and roads j and mark their ad- 
vantages for trade, fiflicrie^, &c. j likewife to obferve and deferibe the time, ftrength, 

rifing, 
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tlfiiig, and irregularity of tides and currents ; alfo of rocks under water, flioals, 
and other dangerous places ; the ruling, variable, and trade winds ; the changes of 
weather ; meteors, particularly Aurora Borealis ; the ftatc of the electricity of the 
air during thefe meteors, and their influence on the compafs ; laflly, the changes of 
the barometer and thermometer. 

Moreover, Mr. Patriii will have particular inftrudiions refpccling his obfcrvations 
in natural hiftory : however, you arc never to ncgleft, efpecially when lie is not 
prefen t, to obferve the nature of the foil accurately, and of the produftions of the 
country where you find yourfelf ; you are diligendy to collcdi feeds, ripe fruits, 
and dried plants, branches and pieces of the \Vood of remarkable trees, their barks, 
refins, and gums ; alfo fea-weeds, zoophytes, fliells, fifties, amphibious creatures ; 
infeds, birds, and other animals; taking ofF and ftuffing the ikins of fome, and 
drying and preferving in fpirits otlicrs. You are likewife to coUeil fpecimens of 
ores, foftils, ftones, falts, earths, and fulphurs ; noting the place where each were 
found or caught, and at what time. 

To prevent fuch colleftions being fpoiled by accidents, you may leave them in 
fuch places as you think proper, where you may take them up at your return to 
St. Peterflburg. If in fuch places there Ihould be a commander, you arc to deliver 
them to him, taking a receipt. If the places are not inhabited, put them in re- 
markable fituations, where they will be fecured from weatlier and deftru£lion ; or, 
ft ill better, fend them along with your reports and their defeription, under your 
fcal, to the Governor-General of Irkutfk. 

You are likewife to make, if pofflible, circumftantial deferiptions of the quality 
and ufe, and even drawings of the moft curious produflions of nature ; you are to 
enquire accurately about the number, ftrength, natural difpofitions, manners, and 
occupations of the inhabitants of unknown places ; likewife order to be made vo- 
cabularies of their language, after the model given you ; endeavouring to exprefs 
as nearly as poffible the pronunciation of their words in Latin and Ruffian charac- 
ters. Laftly, you are to procure, (or, if that be not poffible, to get painted, or 
deferibe) the furs, drefles, arms, and manufaiiurcs, of fuch nations. 


ARTICLE III. 

Upon your arrival at Yakutlk, you are to apply yourfelf immediately, to execute 
what the Governor-General may think nccelfiiry to prepare for your further jour- 
ney to Ochotfk ; and during your ftay there, by virtue of your open ukaze, which 
orders all Commanders and Gorodnitftii of the towns through which you pafs, to 
give yovi all neceflary affiftance, you arc to require abftrafts of accounts to be 
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found In the archives of late navigators, and of all that can give information about' 
your main bufinefs upon the Kovima, and round the coaft of the *rfliutfkl j and if 
you find by fuch lifts or abftrafts that there is any thing furpafling the extrafts 
communicated to you at St. Peterfburg, and j^ou think them neceflary, you may de- 
mand copies of them and if there be any charts get them alfo copied. 

Wherever you produce the open ukaze of the Governor-General of Irkutlk, you* 
may permit to fuch perfons as it regards to take copies of it, in cafe it fliould be 
iiccclTary. You may, if you and tlie Govearnor- General fliould think it convenient 
to be done at Yakutlk, and not by preference at Ochotfk, Izfhiginlk, or even, 
the Ollrogs upon the river Kovima, pick out the neceflary number of CoflTacks, fol- 
diers, interpreters, and guides, choofing preferably hunters, and fuch as are recom- 
mended for their (kill and good behaviour, and wlio have been upon the Kovima; and^ 
of foldiers fuch as were formerly in garrifon at Anadirlk, have converfed with the 
Tfliutiki, frequented their habitations and the environs of the Kovima, and the 
eoaft of the Frozen Ocean (feme even were born among the Tfliut(ki) v with thefe 
people you may, in prefence of the Commander of the town, either make an agree- 
ment, or pay them without agreement, double the fum that is ufual there for people 
who are hired for a term to ferve at fea ; which they arc to receive from the time 
you take them under your command, till you difmifs them at the clofe of the Ex- 
pedition, or till their death, inferibing this pay in a particular oflEicial book ; and 
you may promife in the name of Her Majefty, to fuch as offer themfelves volunteers, 
that at the happy return from the Expedition they fliall receive a gratuity of one 
year’s pay, as received during the Expedition, for their fervicc. 

Following the example of your predeceflbr Captain Krenitzin, who was fent in 
1764 to thefe feas, you may, if you think it conducive to the fervice, and for more 
expedition, which in all your proceedings is hereby much recommended to you, 
order at Yakutfk (as he did in 1765) rope work to be tarred, and provifions packed 
in bags and cafes, each containing no more than two poods and a half weight ; and 
when you have got the necclTary quantity of provifions in readinefs, fend part of 
them oiF, under command of an officer inftrufl^d by you, and furnifhed with all 
ncccflarics, loading on each horfe no more than five poods, on account of the 
many bogs, rivers, and mountains, which are to be paffcd. Yourfclf may follow in 
the fame manner with the reft of the provifions, fibres, and men. To prevent hin- 
drances on the road to Ochotlk, you may defire the Commandant of Yakutlk to 
fend off an exprefs, preparing neceflaries for your journey. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE IV. 

When you have furniflied yourfelf with all necefliirics at Yakutlk, you nnifl 
make your difpofitlons to complete the tranfport which is already ordered before, 
of provifions neceffary to maintaiu your party during your ftay upon the Kovima, 
and the coafts of the Frozen Ocean. If you fliall think it neccllary to have fonie 
Coflacks to form this party, and If you can find fuch as have been before upon this 
river, or upon thefe coafts, you may make choice of fuch cither at Ochotfle, or at 
Inzfliiginlki Krepoft. 


ARTICLE V. 

Laftly, in order that you may heft employ your time, endeavour to arrive at 
Ochotik at the fame time nearly with your fubalterns, to choofe there the failors 
and Coflacks who arc to follow your Expedition hy land and by fea. You muft 
alfo choofe, from among the pilots of that port, two or three who Jiave fufllcient 
knowledge of thofe feas, and whofe fervice you fliall think moft conducive to 
the fuccefs of your navigation. On your recommendation, they will enjoy the 
fame advantages as the reft of your Command. Each of them is to fclc£t for his 
affiftant one of the Utihcnicks of the Navigation School of Ochotik. 

At Ochotik you arc to make all neceflary preparations for the fca voyage pre- 
feribed hereafter in the loth Article. In cafe not one of the vcflcls in a£lual fer- 
vicc there fhouhl be fafe enough for fuch a diftant navigation, you muft then 
take your racafures for conftrufting two veflels of fulficlent ftrength and conve- 
nience, to anfwcr the purpofe and preferve the healths of tlie crew. Of one of 
thefe veflels, at the time of navigation on the coaft of America, you will have the 
command, and the command of the other will be given to the fecond in rank ; 
for the fafety of the crew, and the fuccefs of the navigation, depend on the 
veflels of the Commander in Chief being accompanied by another. In order to 
enforce their conftruftion, orders will be given immediately to the Governor of 
Irkutflt, that the beft fliip timber to be found about Ochotik (hould be preparctl, 
and all ftores got in rcadinefs for fitting out one Ihip of eighty feet in keel, and 
another of fmaller dimenfions, by virtue of the open ukaze which the Governor- 
General of Irkutflt and Kolivan is to give. You arc to demand from the Com- 
mandant of Ochotik the neceflary number of carpenters, and all requifite aflift- 
ance towards conftrudling and fitting up your veflels. You are empowered to give 
the fuperintcndarice of the docks to one or more of your fubalterns, and to your 
fliipbuUder, in order that the building may be carried on with all poflible fpced. 
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and entirely nccordlng to your plan. You muft likewife order at Ochot(k a ccj«- 
taiii number of ports of durable' wood to be prepared, which are to be erefted on 
fuch lands as may be newly difeovered by you •, thefe ports you will ftow in your 
fliip when you fail for America. 


A R T I C L E VL 

When you have made thefe preparations, and collefted from the Archives at 
Ochotfk what information and journals relative to your Expedition may be found 
there, you may then without lofs of time, with part of your Command, which you 
have chofen at Ochotfle, and with Arteflbr Patrin, proceed on the readieft way to 
the Kovima. It will be proper to go as lightly equipt as poflible on board the 
veflel which fails in June or July with provifions for the garrison of Izfliigiiifk ; 
at that place you will find the beft: Coflacks and foldicrs for fonhing your party, as 
fomc of them heretofore compofed the ^arrifon of Anadiilk, and have had con- 
nexions with the Trtiutlki, and others were even born and travelled amongft them. 
With thefe you may march over to the river Omolon, down which you may float 
on rafts to the Kovima. Arrived at the Kovima, you are to make geographical 
and aftronomical obfervations of the latitude and longitude of Virchnoi and Neizfli- 
noi Kovimlki Oftrog, and the mouth of the river 5 and to take an accurate furvey 
of it, obferving the foil and inhabitants of the adjacent country. 


ARTICLE VIL 

Having determined with all poflible accuracy the fituation of the Kovima, and 
deferibed its courfe and the foil over which it flows, you are to endeavour, if cir- 
cumftanccs permit, to make ufe of boats called Shitiki, conftrudled as ftrongly as 
poflible, to court along the promontory of Tfhutfki from the mouth of the Kovima 
to the Eaft Cape. In cafe, however, the coafting by fea Ihould be found abfolutely 
imprafticable, and the information received on the fpot give you hopes of reaching 
it by land, you may then proceed thus to deferibe thefe coafts, going in winter over 
the icc. It may happen, that by thefe means you will difeover iilands or lands 
that may lie to the north of thefe coafts, and of Bering's Straits. You may con- 
tinue your travels and enquiries, employing different means as far as circumftances, 
fafety, and the good of the fervice, require. You are to make an accurate chart ; 
lay down the remarkable places that appear ; take views of the coaft and remarkable 
objefts ; endeavour alfo to get as much information as poffible of the country of 
the Tfliutflci, their ftrength and manners ; and, wherever opportunity offers, to 
contribute by your behaviour to the fubjeftioii of this nation to Ruflia, and to the 
good opinion of the mild government to which they fubmit. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE VIII. 

Whatever fuccefs the trials on the Kovima> and from thence along the coafts of 
the Frozen Sea, may have, after having done all that it is poflible to expefl: from 
your zeal, return from thence by the beft route to C3chotik, to finifli there the lail 
preparations for your navigation in the Eaftern Ocean, to take command of the 
people, and of the Ihips built or chofen for the Expedition. To the officer who 
will have the command of the fecond fliip you are to give the full complement of 
fturmen and failors, inftruments, ammunition, provifion, and other neceflarics for 
the fervicc* 'Fliis officer is to follow exadlly your orders, fignals, and inftrudions. 


ARTICLE IX. 

If on any unforfecn account the (hips fliould not be in readinefs, then you mav, 
aw'aiting their being built, employ the fpare time and your talents in ufeful 
difeoveries, on the fea between the Kuril iflands, Japan, and the continent of 
China, even the Corea \ and endeavour to bring to perfeftion the charts of 
thefe almoft unknown parts of the fcas ; for this purpofc, you may employ any 
one of the packet-boats or galliots belonging to the government at Ochotfk, 
which you (hall think littcft for the fcrvicc, and part of your detachment. This 
fecondary point, however, mull not make you lofc fight of the principal objccl 
of the Expedition, which you mud endeavour cxadfly to fulfil. 


ARTICLE X. 

When your fliips arc perfeftly loaded, armed, and provifioned at Ochotfle, you 
arc, in company wdth your fecond veflel (alfo taking under your convoy the mer- 
chants’ lliips that choofe), to fail in the moll favourable time for doubling the 
extremity of Kamtlhatka ; you are to call at the port of Petro Pavloflky, or at 
Kamtfliatka, at whichever of the two the provifions mentioned in the ad Article 
are collected. Thefe, as alfo the Kamtfliadals ordered there for the piirpofe, you 
will diftribute to both (hips ; you are then to continue your voyage for furveying 
the whole chain of iflands extending to America, or for the difeovery of new 
ones. 

You are to make It a principal point of your duty to draw up an accurate chart 
of thefe iflands, determining their lituation by frequent obfervations ; and, endea- 
vouring to get a knowledge of the bed harbours, roads, &c. to be found on 

them^ 
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them, you will extend thefc enquiries even to the coaft of America ; and chiefly 
direft your attention to the iflands hitherto little frcqnentcd, and not well known, 
which lie along and fouth of the coaft to the eaftward of the ifland of Oonimak 
and tlie great promontory of Alakfa, which is part of the continent. Such iflandsi 
for example, as Sanajak, Kadiak, and Lefnoi, the iflands of Shumagin and Too- 
manoi, fecn by Bering and others. 

During your navigation in thefc fcas, if you (hould meet with other (liips, under 
Englifti, French, or other European colours, you arc to bchaveina friendly man- 
ner, and not give occafion for difpute. 


ARTICLE XL 

Having ufefully employed the fummer in thefe enquiries, you may, at the fetting- 
in of the ftonny feafon in autumn, look out for a proper harbour, cither in Ame- 
rica, or on the iflandvS lying in thefe feas, or in Kamtfhatka, there to winter and 
rcfrcfti your men ; and you may again continue your endeavours and enquiries 
when the favourable feafon returns. 


ARTICLE XII. 

As feme indications obferved by Captain Bering on his falling towards America, 
and which were confirmed by the Englifti Captains Clerke and Gore at their return 
from the Sandwich iflands to Kamtftiatka, give rcafon to conjcdlurc that there are 
iflands fituated to the fouthward of the known chain of iflands, and to the eaft- 
ward of the meridian of Kamtftiatka, between forty and fifty degrees of latitude, 
you may try, on your going, or in your return, to difeover thefe unknown iflands, 
and get information Tefpefling them, for the good of the trade of Kamtfliatka j not, 
however, lofing too much time on thefc Aincertain trials. 


ARTICLE XIIL 

You are authorifed to make enquiries about fuch parts of the continent of Ame- 
rica as former navigators could not well furvey on account of bad weather \ chiefly 
endeavouring to difeover their belt harbours, which may^ferve in time for opening 
a fur trade with the inhabitants of the Continent ; and in all cafes principally en- 
deavour to get a knowledge of the diflerent produftions of the Continent, iflands, 
and adjacent fea, as preferibed by the ad Article. 


4 


ARTICLE 



APPENDIX. No. V. 


[ 41 ] 


ARTICLE XIV. 

For this rcafon you are to give the naturalift, Mr. Piitrln, whenever he requires 
it, full liberty, with neceflary afliftaiice, and furnifli him with opportunities to do 
his duty ; leaving him on fliorc as long as the fervice permits in fucli places as he 
may think worthy of obfervation, or fending to fuch places as he lhall indicate. 
The obfervations, enquiries, and collcftions, which he will make in his way, you 
arc to leave at his entire difpofal till your arrival at Pcterlburg, whither he alfo 
is to return to deliver them. 

With refpeft to every thing that regards the reports which you are from time to 
time to make during your Expedition, he may alfo avail himfelf of the fame op- 
portunities, and deliver you extra£ls and re.fults of his obfervations, in the language 
wherein he may be able moft clearly to exprefs himfelf. If by any accident, or 
illnefs, Mr. Patrin fliould not be able to profecutc his refearches, then you are to 
take care of his manuferipts and colleftions, fealing them up in the bed condition 
till he recovers, or, if neceflary, till your return. 


ARTICLE XV. 

On fuch coafts and iflands as you fliall firft difeover, whether inhabited or iiof, 
that cannot be difputed, and are not yet fubjeft to any European power, you 
are, with confent of the inhabitants (if any), to take pofleffion in the name of 
Her Imperial Majefty the Sovereign of all the Ruflias, of the places, harbours, 
and all advantages which “you think ufeful, in the manner preferibed in the fol- 
lowing Article. 


ARTICLE XVI. 

When you bring under Ruflian fubjedion ncwly-difcovcrcd and independent 
nations, or people, you are to obferve the following direftions. As fuch people 
have moft probably never been infulted by any Europearts, your firft care muft be, 
chiefly to give them a good opinion of the Ruflians. On finding fuch a coalt, 
ifland, or promontory, you are to fend one or two baidars, with armed men, un- 
der command of an experienced fturman, with interpreters, and fmall prefents 
with them. Let them lopk out for a harbour or bay to fccure your veflTels in ; 
when fuch arc found, take the foundings and go in ; but if fuch harbour cannot 
be found, you may then fend baidars, or boats, with part of your Command, on 

[f] fliorc. 
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fhorc, to exnmine if there be inhabitants, forefts, animals, &c. They arc not to 
laud all toi-cthcr, but leave a guard over the boats j and the landv d party are not to 
fcattcr, but keep together. If there are inhabitants, they are to fpc.ik to tlicm by 
interpreters, who arc never to be fent alone, but accompanied by fome men fe- 
crctly or openly armed ; for it has happened, that favages have killed or carried off 
interpreters, to the no fmall difappointment of the difeoverers. The interpreter is 
to fpeak to them, as from himfelf, of your friendly intentions *, to (hew which, he 
is to give them choice of prefents, entreat them in a friendly manner to accept of 
them, and invite the cliiefs on board the fliips ; to flatter them, give them medals 
to hang about their necks (which arc delivered to you for the purpofe) tell them, 
that thefc medals arc a token of the lading frlcnddiip of the Ruffians ; alk and 
take from them what they choofe to give as the like token ; perfuade them to tell 
all their countrymen that the Ruffians wifli to be their friends j enc|uirc their name, 
and the origin or meaning of it ; whether their population is numerous, particularly 
111 males ; alk concerning their religion ; their idols (refpefting which you mull 
carefplly obfevve that none of your Command go near or deftroy them) *, their 
food and indudry *, where they travel, and by what means \ how they call the 
places to which they refort, and on what point of the compafs they lie, whether 
illands or continent*, and when they point out the fituation with their hands, obferve 
fccrctly, but accurately, the fituation of the compafs, and note in the journal liow 
far didiint j if you do not underdand their meafurement, alk how many days’ 
journey or voyage, that you may know how to keep your courfc, if you think it 
neceflFary to go there *, alfo alk if there arc on fuch coads or illands any confider- 
able bays ; whether large Ihips with one, two, or three mads and fails frequent 
them, or whether fuch Ihips do not frequent their own or neighbouring illands, or 
coads ? If you fee in their hands any article of European or Afiatic workman- 
fiiip, afk whence they had it \ make all neceffary obfervations for the defeription of 
the place, and alk their permiffion to come often on Ihore ; learn their cudom of 
fuluting each otlier, and falute them fo when you meet. When they come to like 
you for your fricndfhip and gencrofity, and you are furc that they arc not fubjed 
to any European power, then tell them that you have a mind to look out for fuch 
other friends *, and that they may permit you, as your friends in other places do, 
to ered a mark on fome high place on fliorc, by which you may again find out the 
place where the friends of Ruffians live, and that this Ihould be done, according to 
your cudom, with ceremonies ; when they give this permiffion, then order, upon 
one of the pods prepared at Ochotlk, marked with the .arms of RulTia, to be cut 
out letters indicating the time of difeovery, a Ihort account of the people, their vo- 
luntary fubmiffion to the Ruffian fovereignty, and that this was done by your en- 
deavours under the glorious reign of the Great Catharine the Second. 


You 
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You are empowered to name tlie iflands and countries that you dllrovor as you 
pleafe, if they have no proper name. When the poll is prep.ir(?il, let ilic inluihi- 
tants know that you will come on fhore to\ix your mark, which you arc tn do witlj 
proper ceremony and precaution ; after which make the iiiliahitants prefents of 
frnall tilings which they like ; and to the cliiefs give medals, which thev can hari|‘; 
about their necks ; laftly, perfuade the inliabirunts, that if ilicy choDlc to remain 
friends to the Ruffians, they dioultl never permit eitlier tlioir own p ,jplc or fo- 
reigners to dig out or fpoil this mark, but preferve it cnliic, as well as the nvdal'^ 
hung about tlieir necks. 

Such trivial. proceedings of ceremony have always had good edhcfls \\i:h lavages, 
and conquefts made by thefc means have always been the moll laitiiig. 


ARTICLE XVII. 

On furveying the i Hands, coafts, and promontories, under Rulfian fubjedion, you 
muft, befides the preferibed information, acquaint yourfelf as accurately as pollible 
with the number of male inhabitants in fuch places, and begin collccSling tribute 
from thefe people 5 but, in doing this, you arc forbidden to ufe force, or even to 
revenge incivilities from favages ; on the contrary, abflain a^s much as pollible fruin 
manflaughter, even if they are fo bold as to attack you, as the illaiulcrs of AU 
kutan, Oomnak, Oonalga, Accoon, and others, have often done to the Rulfian 
hunters without any provocation ; In fucli cafes, remonftrate with tlicm through 
your interpreters ; tell them, that they unreafonably attack fuch as wilh to poflcl’s 
their friendlliip ; promife and give them fmall prefents *, but order all your men 
to (hew themfelves to as much advantage as pollible from a diftance, to frighten 
them, and prevent bloodflied, which in fuch cafes is alrnolt unavoidable ; explain 
to them, that, if they will not liilcu to your kind behaviour, you arc provided 
with fuch terrible arms as at once will kill numbers of them, and which you 
will be compelled to employ if they wdll not be quiet *, for it is impolTible that 
there fliould be any other rcafon for their uncivil and unfriendly behaviour to 
Europeans, than fuperfluous precaution and fear oh their fide ; and it is too often 
the fault of the adventurers, when they attack thefe people with fire and fword, 
and bring them to a kind of defpair j on the contrary, humane and friendly beha- 
viour keeps them quiet ; it is, therefore, ftrongly recommended to you to pro- 
ceed with them in this mild manner, and not to change your condud till open 
and unavoidable danger compel you to (bed blood 5 keep yourfelf in conllant rca- 
dinefs, however ; employing your arms only to frighten, and not to deltroy, thefe 
unhappy creatures, endeavouring rather to take one of them alive ; and fuch pri- 
foner you may carefs, make him prefents, hang a medal about his neck, explaining 
to him, that by this you make him your friend, and will know him when he 

[F 2] 
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comes to you ag:iin ; keep liim prifoner as fliort a time as pofliblc ; and, when you 
relcafe him, give him ncccffarics, and perfuade him to teU his countrymen of 
your behaviour to him, and that he may return to the fliip with whom he pleafes, 
without fear ; promifing him, then, prefents of inftruments for catching animals, 
or whatever he likes ; and that he will be received in a friendly manner by all 
your people, if he only fliews the medal about his neck. 

When fuch perfon comes to your fliip with others, tell him, through interpreters, 
that the fame arms which were before fo alarming to them, will, if they choofc it, 
be turned into harmlcfs thunder, and ferve as a mark of joy for the return of their 
friends. 

You may then prefent them with fuch things as arc agreeable to them ; treat 
them with brandy, fugar, or tobacco, which moll of them arc fond of ; give them 
likewifc traps and gins, fmall copper kettles, knives, needles, and nets, telling 
them the ulc of what they know not j and deCre them to bring you furs, oil of 
animals, fifli, or what they have ; mentioning alfo, that when others come with 
fuch things, they will receive what they like. Having made them, by thefe means, 
defirous of vifiting you, you lay a foundation for future colle£lion of tribute ; 
make them incline to trade, to be induftrious in hunting, and more fociablc ; and 
thus you will fulfil a principal point of your commilhon, to the glory of Her Ma-* 
jcfly, and your own honour. 


ARTICLE XVUL 

Sailing along the above-mentioned iflands, coafls, and promontories, which you 
are to deferibe, when you come to Cape St. Elias, you may there, in Her Imperial 
Majelty’s name, declare yourfclf Captain of the Firft Rank ; and having made on 
thi Cape fuch obfervations as are enjoined for other places, if on your return, about 
the ifland Oonemak, or the point of Alakfa, fuch weather fliould fet in as to render 
it unadvifablc to keep the fea on account of an approaching winter, you may fearch 
for wintering on the iflands of Oonalaflika, the bay named by Captain-Lieutenant 
Lcvaflicff the harbour of St. PauFs, or lie in the ifland Oonemak, in the found op- 
pofite Alakfa, at one verfl and a half diftant from Alakfa; and if not this, then go 
into any of the bays on the coaft of Alakfa, to the call or weft, where, upon Captain 
Krenitzin’s ufliirancc, many fine bays may be found within 150 verfts. There, 
choofiiig a fafe and proper wintering place, begin immediately to build one or more 
huts on fliore ; ufc all manner of precaution againft the feurvy, that you may not 
fuffer as Captain Krenitzin did in wintering on this.coaft, who loft about fixty men 
in this dlforder, and was reduced fo low, that, had not Captain-Lieutenant Leva- 
llieff come with bis people to his afliftance> Ixe would not have had people enow to 

manage 
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manage Ins flilp. For your fcrvice on ftiore, you may take fomc guns, cartridges, 
and fmall fliot ; for the dreadful example of attacks of iflanders upon the RufTian 
adventurers, which they tried alfo upon Captain Krenitzin when he wintered at 
Oonemak, mull make you as cautious as Captain Krenitzin was, but chiefly 
againfl: their night-attacks; he had four polls for night watches; had guns and 
fmall arms fired at Itipulated times every few minutes, to frighten the favages, 
who tried more than once to overcome the guard, and kill him, with all his 
people. You nnift alfo endeavour, for your fccurlty, by fair means and prefents, 
to get the American chiefs to give you fomc of their children as hoftages ; to 
wliom you will behave in a friendly manner; but do not take too many of them, 
that they may not incumber you, particularly if provifions fliould run fliort. It 
is true, their parents ufed to bring them vi<9:uals ; but it may happen that they 
will delay fometimes, and then you mud feed them on your own flock. You 
mull order your Command, that fuch as have been lately wounded, or have fomc 
internal diforder, or fuch as have even long ago had the venereal difeafe, fliould 
not eat whale’s flcfli ; for the wounds will open again, and the venereal dif- 
order will be renewed within three days, as may be feen in Captain Krenitzin’s 
journal. 

When you arc on the ifland Oonalaflika, endeavour to deferibe the inhabitants 
of it more accurately, and enquire of their migrations or origin ; why they call 
thcmfelvcs Cogolach, as thofc of the ifland of Oomnak call themfelves Kigigoos, 
and thofe of Alafka Cartagaeguk ; for the name of Aleutcs given to thefe iflanders 
by the Pilot NevotfhikofF, was taken by him from the name of the iflaiids lying 
near Kamtfhatka. Alfo, when on the ifland Oonemak, look (for curiofity’s fake) 
to fee whether the wooden crofs with a copper crucifix fixed in it, eredlcd by 
Captain Krenitzin near his winter manfion, be ftill exifting. In a cut in this crofe, 
look for a paper left by him ; it will ferve you in your intercourfc with ilie 
iflanders. 


ARTICLE XIX. 

If, during your navigation, it fliould be necelTary to repair your own fliip, or if 
any accident fliould render it unfcrviceable, then you iinifl go on board the lliip 
commanded by the fecond. Taking yourfelf the command, purfue in it your 
voyage and obfcrvatlons ; in like manner, if the fame fliould happen to the fliip of 
your fccond, take him and his complement of men on board your own fliip ; for 
this reafon, the officer commanding the faid fliip fhall be enjoined in his particular 
inftru£lions never to feparate, or (lay behiud you, excepting at fmall diftance, or by 
your exprefs order ; and that, fliould this happen in a Itorni, he fliall endeavour as 
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foot! as pofTiblc to rejoin. For greater fecurlty, you mud fix frequent rendezvous, 
that, in cafe of feparation, you may more conveniently join ; and you niuil fix 
night and day fignals for dilFcrent accidents during your voyage. Should ilinefs or 
other caufi s prevent your doing your duty, your fccond is to take the command, 
and fulfil the tenor of your InfirucFioiixS, of which he (hall have on board lii^ 
vcffel a copy figned by you, which you are to give him at your failing from 
Ochotlk. 


ARTICLE XX. 

As it frequently happens in thofc fcas, that in the month of October licavy fogs 
aj)pear, which make it almoft impoffiblc to fail without danger of »lofiiig your- 
felf, as it happened in 1767 in Captain ICrenitzin’s Expediiion wdtli all the lliips, 
and particularly to the fliip commanded by the Sturinan Dueling, wliich was 
wrecked on the ytfi Kuril iJfland, called Sialhkuta, where not only the fliip, bur 
almod all the crew were lofl ; you, therefore, and the Commander of the fccoiul 
vcflel, miift keep a good look out, particularly in unknown pliv’cs, that no inif- 
fortunc may happen to the fliip or to yourfclf 5 which will be a lofs to the IVca- 
fury, and a hindrance to Her Majefty’s intention. 


ARTICLE XXL 

In all that relates to the fervice of Her Imperial Majefty, you are to conduct 
yourfclf as a good and experienced officer j and, as well as your fubalterns, en- 
deavour to deferve the graces received, and future promifes ; for this reafori you 
are to give your fubalterns, whenever you employ them on feparate fcrvices, clear 
and determined inflruftions, agreeing with the general initrudions given to you ; 
and oblige them thereby, as you yourfclf are obliged, to be refponfible for faults 
and omillions, made purpofely or through negleft. 


ARTICLE XXIL 

Having finiflicd your enquiries about the iflands, &c. in a good time of the 
year, or if the ftate of your crew, veflcls, and provifions, make it advifcablc to 
hold out another year in thofe feas, then you may take your courfc dired to 
ring’s Straits, to perfed the knowledge that you will have of the Tfliutlki coaft, 
and try if you can get by fca to the bay Tfliaoon, or the river Kovima, if by your 
firft expedition to the Kovima you (hall not have acquired fuch perfed knowledge, 
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that all further trials may be ufelcfs. But fhould you find the paflage to the Ko- 
vinia in larg^* vcllcls in'prafticable, then you may, when, all that is preferibed to be 
doi.e in the Eaikcvu Ocean, and about America, is accomplifhed, reach a harbour 
on the Tfliutlki coaft ; and, if it promife fuccefs, land there with a ncccflary 
number of men and infiruments, giving orders to the commanding officer that 
remains in the fliips how long they arc to wait for you (if you think it advifeable to 
keep them there), and that afterwards they fliall return to Kamtfliatka, or Ochotlk, 
where they are to expeft your fui her orders. If the fea Ihould be free from ice 
along fliorc, you may take fome row-boats ^rom the veiFels, giving, however, fome 
to the fliips ; or build there baldars from materials prepared before ; by the help of 
wdiicb, foinetimcs by land and fometimes by water, yon will try to get round to the 
river Kovima, laying down your route upon the chart, and making ntcelTary ob- 
lervations, chiefly for (determining what is not yet fettled on Uie charts. 

But if, after thefe trials .o the north, you return yourfeif in your frigates to- 
wards Karntfliatka or Ochotlk, you may endeavour to make your return as ufeful 
<0 geography as poffible, coafling round the bay of Anadir, or touching at fuch 
illands as you could not fetch in your firlt voyage. 

ARTICLE XXIII. 

At your arrival at the port of Karntlhatka, and afterwards at Ochotlk, you 
have to return the Sturmcn, ColTacks, Interpreters, and Ku.ntfliadals, to their 
refpedive commands and places of abode in the government of Irkutfk, with 
written certificates of their behaviour, and recommendations for wdiat each 
deferves. 

You will alfo deliver your vcflels, (lores, ammunition, and provifions remainhig, ^ 
by fpecification, againft receipt, to the Commander of Ochotlk ; and if you can 
fpare fome inftruments, without hindrance to the obfervations you may make 
on your return, yoii may alfo deliver fuch againft receipt for die future navigation 
of Ochotlk. 


ARTICLE XXIV. 

Having thus finillicd your Chief Expedition, and colleded your Command 
that is to return to St. Peterflburg, you are to make preparations without delay 
for your return, which make as ufeful as poffible to the geography of the dif- 
ferent parts of Siberia. With diis view, you may fend fome of your fubalterns 
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with proper indruments on a different route; they might go with Mr. Patrln 
up the river Viluie, and from thence over the river Neizflinoi or Pod-Kamiiioi 
Tongtilka, to the river Jenefei, to furvey the natural curiofities unexplored in 
iliofe parts. I'hey would do fcrvice to geography if they could obtain fomc 
knowleilgc of the advanced point which ftretches farther than any other part of 
•Siberia towards the Pole, between the rivers Olenek and Jenefei, more efpecially 
between the Katanga and Taimiira ; it may be, befides, that you may liave oppor- 
tunities of determining or re£lifying tlie longitude and latitude of remarkable 
places not fpccified in the lift annexed ; you will likewife furvey remarkable rivers, 
wliieh is not to be neglccled. 


ARTICLE XXV. 

To conclude this Inftrinflion, approved by Her Majcfty, that nothing may be 
wanting to encourage your zeal, Her Imperial Mnjefty has been plcafcd to order 
the important tnift to be laid on you, of making alterations in what is pre- 
Icribed in the Articles, according to your judgment and circumftanccs, with the 
common confent of your officers ; chiefly, however, when undoubted advantages 
may arife therefrom to the Expedition, for the good of the fervicc and the Em- 
pire. This great truft will, doubtlefs, raife in your heart and thoughts a noble 
emulation of fuch great men as have to their honour been employed in like fer- 
vices as you arc charged with ; and will excite you to think only how you fliall 
begin with zeal, purfue with good fenfe, and end with honour, this important 
charge. 


ADDITIONAL ARTICLE 

To the InJhruBions of Captaln^Lieutcnant Billings. 

On the chart oppofite the river Kovima, to the nortli from Bear Iflands, Is 
marked the coaft, v 4 iieh ftretches as a continuation of the Continent of America. 
This has been adopted from a chart fent by Governor Tfhctchirin in the year 
1764. A fergeant Andreeff faw from the laft of the Bear Iflands, at a very great 
diftance, what they thought a large ifland, toward which they went with dog 
Hedges on tlie ice, but did not arrive at it by twenty verfts; they found frefti foot- 
fteps of a great number of people who had been that way in rein-deer fledges ; 
but they, being few in number, returned to the Kovima. No later account of 
the large ifland, or continent, has been received ; it is therefore thought neceffary 
to make you obferve this ; as you will be on the river Kovima, and not far from 
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tliencei it would be ufeful if you could poflibly furvey and defcribe, or at leail get 
nearer accounts of the circumftances of this land ; whether it be an ifland or part 
of the continent of America ; if there be inhabitants, and how great a number ; 
in general, make all fuch inquiries as are preferibed concerning newly-difcovered 
lands. This, however, is fo recommended to your obfervation, as not to intrude 
on your chief occupation. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

FOR 

THE NATURALIST, MR. PATRIN, 

Who is ordered to accompany the Expedition deftined for the Kovima 

and the Frozen Ocean. 

\Ibe Original in French.^ 

Hb. Imperial Majefty having been gracioufly pleafcd to appoint you in quality 
of Naturalill, on a voyage of difcovery about to be undertaken under the Com- 
mand of Captain-Lieutenant Billings toward the Kovima, the Eaftern and Frozen 
Ocean j every exertion is expcftcd from you, which your honour, and your zeal 
for the fciences which you profefs, and for the fervicc you are engaged in, can 
prompt ; the more fo, as Her Majefty, for your encouragement, has been pleafed 
to give you one rank more than you now hold in the fervice of the mines, to take 
place from the day on which you join the Expedition } likewife a fum of rubles 
to defray the expences of your equipment j and double pay during the term of the 
Expedition ; in which you will certainly have opportunities of making difeoveries, 
and rendering Cervices, which will entitle you to the further proteftion of Her Im- 
perial Majefty. 

■* «. 

In order to give you a full iniight into what is expe£Ied from you. Her Im perial 
Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to approve the following articles, to ferve for 
your inftru£lion. 


ARTICLE 1. 

Upon the arrival of Captain-Lieutenant Billings at Irkutlk, you will pafs from 
the fervice that you are now employed in, to the Expedition under His command, 
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with which you are to continue fo long as it laftsy and with which you will return 
to St. Petcrlburg } where you will give up your journals, obfervations, and col- 
le£lions, together with fuch fjiecimens of natural hiftory as you may have col- 
le£led, to the department whidi Her Imperial Majefty will name for their re- 
ception. 


ARTICLE IT. 

You are to follow the Commander of the Expedition in all his journies by land 
and voyages by fea, beyond the river Lena ; and you will aiTiduoufly obferve all 
that is prefcribed in thefe inftrudliions ; pardcularly in thofe parts of Siberia, as 
well as coafts and illands, which have never been vifited by naturalills ; fuch as 
the banks of the Kovima, the coafts of the Frozen Ocean of the Pacific, and 
Kamtfhatka, and the iflands you will there touch at. You will keep an exa£t 
jounial of the voyage, together with a topographical defeription of the countries 
that you arc to pafs through, their rivers, lakes, and mountains ; the produdlions 
in the three kingdoms of nature, and the inhabitants. You will allb make me- 
teorological obfervations, and remarks upon the feveral properties of the countries 
that you may vifit, from the beft intelligence you can collefk. 


ARTICLE III. 

You will deferibe in a very particular manner the extent, connexion, and direc- 
tion, of the chain of mountains } their ihapes, fuperfices, declivities, and heights ; 
the rocks or foils of which they are compofed ; the ftrata that they contain, and 
their direftion craters, remains of extinguillied volcanoes, and fuch as are adiually 
burning. You arc to collcft fpecimens of all forts of rocks, earths, petrifaftions, 
lava, foflil, remains of animals, minerals, falts, and fulphurs } carefully numbering 
them, and noting the fpot where found; al fo c ollc£t all remarkable ftones and 
pebbles brought down by rivers, or thrown the fea, as well as fuch as may 

be in ufe by the inhabitants. 

You Vill deferibe die furface of the country, its irregularities, and the layers of 
foil found at different depths } the iituation of the country, whether low or ele- 
vated } woods and underwoods, animals, birds, marfhes, lakes, rivers great and 
fmall, the nature of the waters, efpecially if they appear to have any particular 
qualities, the fifli found in them, and every other remarkable produdlion. 




ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE IV. 

With regard to the people that you may vilit, you will obferve their difpoiitions 
and different corporeal qualifications } their government, manners, indufiry, cere- 
monies, and fuperftitions religious or profane ; their traditions, education, and 
manner of treating their women; ufeful plants, medicines, and dyes ; food, and 
manner of preparing it ; habitations, utenlils, carriages, and veflels ; manner of life 
and economy; their modes of hunting, fifhing, making war, and treatment of 
domeftic animals ; likewife languages, of which you will colled vocabularies, ac- 
cording to the plan fent with the Expedition, marking the pronunciation according 
to the Latin orthography. You will alfo try to procure the dreifes, ornaments, 
inftruments, and arms of thefe people, or caufe them to be drawn. You will like- 
wife make deferiptions of tombs and other nwnuments of antiquity. 


ARTICLE V. 

You will particularly attend to trees, fhrubs, land and water plants ; preferring 
as many fpecimens as poflible, particularly of any that are extraordinary or new ; 
and you will employ your leifure time in making complete deferiptions of fuch 
fpecimens; noting the feafon of tlieir growth, dowering, and maturity. You 
will lofe no opportunity of remarking moil minutely fuch as may be of benefit to 
fociety, and which you may difeover to be of ufe as food for man or beaft, or ap- 
plied as a remedy for any diforder ; the manner of preparing dyes, ftufFs, or fkins. 
You will colled fpecimens of woods, barks, gums, refins, remarkable fruits, bulbs, 
and toots ; as alfo every thing that may be cultivated in the gardens of Europe, 
noting the provincial and natural names. 


ARTICLE VI. 

You will colled, and caufe to be fluffed or otherwife preferred, all extraordi- 
nary quadrupeds, birds, fifli, amphibious animals, infeds, Ihell-fifli, or zoophytes ; 
obferving as clofely as poffible their habits, food, propagation, founds, migrations, 
and habitations, as well as the mode of catching them, with the inflruments and 
ftratagems made ufe of for that purpofe. You will alfo colled as many fpccies of 
birds’ eggs as poflible. Quadrupeds and birds of different genders and ages are 
to be fluffed ; fifli, amphibious animals, and zoophytes, to be preferved in fpirits 
of wine; infeds, fliells, and dried produdions, fixe;d or packed up-in cafes made 
for that purpofe. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE VII. 

Meteorological obfervatlons, particularly thofc with the thermometer and ba- 
Jrometer, demand your ftridcfl; attention ; but moft fo in the places where you 
may winter or ftay any time. You will form tables of thefc obfervations in the 
ufual manner, noticing all remarkable phenomena, fuch as Parhelii, Aurora Boreales^ 
and tlieir concomitant circumftances ; obferve the congelation of mercury in dif- 
ferent manners by natural and artificial cold ; and determine by the fpirit thermo- 
meter the true point of congelation. The altitude of different mountains may be 
determined by correfponding barometrical heights. 

Although the predominant or variable winds, tides with their changes and dl- 
redions, currents, and other nautical occurrences, are the more particular bufinefs 
of the Commander, you will not negle£^ to make fuch obfervatlons as you can, 
and note them in your journal. 


ARTICLE Vin. 

You will inform yourfelf of all national illneffes, efpecially endemic or epi- 
demic, which exiil in particular latitudes, or among particular nations i the dif- 
tempers of domefiic animals and homed cattle ; and the remedies moft in ufe to 
prevent or eafe them. 


ARTICLE IX. 

You will be careful in preferving the natural curiofities that you may colled, 
numbering them, and keeping a catalogue containing the places where found, with 
deferiptions and other obfervatlons \ or ail this may be expreffed on each label. 
The fluffed birds or animals mull be carefully dried, and fmoked with fulphur, 
before they are packed up ; tlie boxes or packages dried and fmoked in like man- 
ner, and the cafes covered with pitch and with leather. To every article likely to 
be fpoiled by infeds or damp, particular attention muft be paid. When the 
Commander makes his reports, you will alfo fend your obfervations, and fuch 
colledions as are convenient } the others are to remain in your cuilody till your 
return to St. Pctcrlburg. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE X. 

You may require from the Commander of the Expedition fuch affiftance of 
men, horfes, inftruments, and money, as may be neceiTary for your ^yfical ope« 
rations ; and when your prefence is not neceflary with the Expedition, you may 
make excurfions, with the Commander's confent, into the neighbouring country, 
where you may expe£l to meet with objedls worthy of your remarks, either phy- 
flcal or hiftorical. You will receive every affiftance for this purpofc from the 
Commander of the Expedition ; and the draftfman may accompany you if he be 
not employed on more important buGnefs. 

(Signed) F. S. FALLAS* 
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EXTRACTS 

AND 

SUPPLEMENTJRT OBSERVATIONS. 

The following Remark was made in Captain Billings’s Journal, hj his 
order, while at Oonalalhka in 1790, on the Ifland Sithanak. 

“ In confequence of complaints made to me in form, upon my firfl; arrival at 
« Ochotflc, by feveral people who were fent by Government to colleft tribute of 
** the Aleutan iflanders, againft the hunters, for cruelties to the natives, I repre- 
« fented the fame, and received a private Mandate from Her Imperial Majcfty, 
« ordering me to infpea the behaviour of the merchants and hunters in thefc parts. 
« I have, in confequence, made it my bufmefs at Sithanak and Oonalalhka to mair> 
enquiries into the treatment which the natives receive from thefe people } and 
« have been, as well as every gentleman on board, an eyc-witnefs of the abjeft 
« ftatc of flavery in which thefc unfortunate iflanders live under the Promylh- 
« lenicks (hunters). The coiiipany now at Ooualaflika confifts of twelve Ruffians 
« and one Kamtfliadal (their veflfel is in the ftraits of Alakfa or thereabouts). Thefc 
« people employ all the men of Oonalaflika and Sithanak in the chafe, taking the 
« fruits of their labour to themfelves, and not even allowing the natives neceflary 
« clothing. There is, therefore, no name fo dreadful to them as that of Peredof- • 
« {hick (the leader of a gang of hunters). Upon the arrival of their veflel at any 
« place where they purpofe making a ftay, they haul her on Ihore ; immediately 
« fend the natives out on the chafe, even to the fartheft of Shumagin’s iflands 1 
« and then take by force -the youngeft and moft handfome of the women for their 
companions. 

« If another veflel arrives, they unite their companies, or elfe the ftronger 
« party takes the natives from the weaker. They inflift on - the natives what 
« pinuihments they pleafe, and are never at a lofs to invent a-caufe.” 


TRANSLA. 
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TRANSLATION 

Of a part of tht Journal of one of our Ruffan Of^cers while at Oonalafika In 1 790^ 

** The company of hunters now here make their boaft that they clothe and feed 
the iflanders ; which they do in the following manner : The natives, being under 
** their controul, are fent out in parties to chafe fea animals and catch filh. The 
** produce of the chafe is delivered into the Company's ftock, out of which the 
*< natives receive an allowance. Such of the inhabitants as are too inhrm or too 
" yot^ig to be fent out on aquatic excurfions, are employed in* domeftic drudgery,, 
** and digging edible roots ; while the women are occupied in making and mending 
** clothing from the inferior (kins of animals and of birds.” 

** The hunters were accuftomed to adk as follows : Upon the arrival of any 
veflel at an inhabited ifland, the Peredofihik fent an armed boat to the habitations, 
** to from the natives all the furs and valuable articles that they poflefled'} 
** and, if the leaft oppofition was made, they were filenced by the mu&ets of thi^ 
** hunters. Wives were taken from their hufbands, and daughters from their 
mothers ) indeed the barbarity of their fubduers to the crown of RulSa is not 
« to be defexibed. They ufed not unfirequently to place the men clofe together, 
** and try through how many the ball of their rifle-barrelled mulket would pafs 
** Nor weie the hunters more kind to their own brethren ; for if two parties in 
" different interefts n\et, they fought together for the poffTeilion of tlie natives,, or 
« formed themfelves into one company." 


jf Bird of the Auk land caught at Oonalajhka, 

Bill orange colour, very little curved ; bodi mandibles tipped and edged with 
bjack I the noftrils long and narrow, running parallel with the mouth *, an eleva- 
tioiii upon the noftrils of a light green colour, edged with black. The feathers 
cmnmence at the bale of the bill, and are of a dark alb, which is the colour of the 
head, and neck. From the upper part of the eye, along the head, to the back of the 
neck, is a row of flne white latin feathers; and another row, broader and Ihorter, 
leads frmi the comers of the mouth. The eye of a pale yellow, the pupil being 
(mall and of a very dark blue. The back, fcapulars, coverts of the wing, and tsulj 


• Gngory Shelikoff hM bten ebarged with this aft of cruelty j and I have reafon to believe it, from 
the tettimooy of fevcral Ruffiau at Oebotfle, corroborated by fome of the nativet of this ifland. 
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are dark, with a paler edging ; primaries fomethiiig lighter ; throat a light colour ; 
breall and belly a dirty white j the fore part of the legs of a livid colour ; the hind 
part, web, and claws, black, with three toes. It rcfides about the rocks and coaft 
of Kamtihatka, and upon all the Aleutan iflands, and is about the fize of a black- 
bird. 


Fijh caught at Oonalajbka, March 23, 1792. 

Angling among the rocks, the hook baited with the common edible mufcle, I caught 
a fi(h called by the Ruffian hunters terpug {rafp). It is lixteen inches long, and ffiaped 
like a mackerel. The head of a dark olive, with fcarlet fpots. Behind each eye, on 
the top of the head, is a palmated flelhy creft half an inch long, and one-eighth broad. 
It has five branchiolligous rays, prominent and ftrong ; thefe and the lower part of tlie 
head are of a lively fcarlet. The colour of the body of the filh is dark olive, with 
blotches of fcarlet, and a dull red , two dorfal fins Ipottcd in the fame manner,, 
and united at the extremities ; both rounded ; the firft conlifts of twenty rays, the 
fecond of twenty-two. The pedorals large and rounded, eighteen rays, fpotted at 
the dorfal, but edged with fcarlet, as is alfo the anal fin, coniilting of twenty-two 
rays *, ventral five rays ; tail rounded ; breaft and throat a lively fcarlet. On each 
fide of the breaft is a line of fmall dots, reacliing between the ventral and ped;oraIs, 
turning up to the latter, and extending in a ftrait line to the tail, very high on the 
back; a fimilar line encircles the dorfal fin, there is another half an inch below 
it, and one near the ventrals. The flefli, gills, and infide of the mouth, are of a 
lively light blue, inclining to green ; when boiled it turns white, but the bone re- 
tains fomewhat of this colour. The fcalcs are fmall and rough, whence it derives 
its name. 

The fame day I caught another fiffi, about feven inches long ; head large, but 
fhort ; the fides of the bony plates and head replete with fmall pits ; large mouth, 
with fliarp clofe-fet llcndcr teeth. The dorfal fin reaches from the hind part of 
the head to near the tail, which is rounded. The filh is very fmooth ; its colour 
a dark olive marbled with dufky green, edged with a dull red, forming broad bars 
that crofs tlie lateral line, which is ftraight. 

A very "black filh rcfcmbling a carp I frequently caught lurking under ftoncs ; 
as alfo the fathet-lalher. The armed bull-head alfo was caught in our net, and the 
fpotted blenny, 

Ch] 


I took 
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I took one fifli which acOMted verjr faft to a rock by means of a fttcker on iti 
heUy. It is Tery Oiort and tiuckf and the flefli flabby | int it boiled 

I alfo found a fi(b lying dead on the beach, about fire feet long, round, and 
lhaped l^ce an eel, wi^ a large mouth, and very ibarp teeth. 

The other, kinds of flflt are, halibut, cod, thomback, and feveral fpecics . of 
falmon. 


THE END; 






